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“Ms. Horton… what were you doing?” 

Valerie’s brow had already furrowed. 

This wound doesn’t look like it was caused by a simple fall. 

“Who did it?” 

Valerie had a serious expression, which made Zoe even more afraid to speak. She 
could only lower her head and stutter. 

Valerie sighed helplessly upon seeing Zoe, who remained the same as before. 

“Ms. Horton, if someone else caused this injury to you, then I will take measures. As you 
are currently in a special period, every situation needs to be reported. If there is no 
reasonable explanation later, everyone in the Horton family will be suspected.” 

Sure enough, after listening to these words, Zoe immediately lifted her head and shook 
it. 

“No, no, it’s not, it’s not someone from the family…” 

The look in the eyes was very sincere, but it turned out to be not true. 

Why did she burn herself? 

“Zoe, please don’t do this kind of thing again.” 

“Got it…” 

This matter came to an end. 

Tonight, the Horton family had dinner. Unusually, Valerie stepped into their restaurant 
and thoroughly inspected all the food inside. After confirming everything was in order, 
she once again left the restaurant and returned to the living room to eat her own meal. 



“What, what happened?” 

The Horton family, who had always wanted to get closer to Valerie, were delighted to 
see her step into the restaurant. 

Bruce and Tristan did not show any expression, but their eyes were all focused on the 
living room.  

They did not speak, but their movements became brisk. 

Everyone was having dinner. 

Only the maid quietly returned to her own room. 

In this era where smartphones were prevalent. 

She took out an old-fashioned cell phone and dialed a number. 

“How was it? Did you manage to make her eat it?” 

“Yes, yes, I made her eat it, and both of them ate it.” 

The person on the other end of the phone suddenly laughed coldly, with a mocking tone 
in their laughter. 

“Sure enough, what’s the use of sending more people? Weren’t they still tricked by us?” 

It was really useless. 

“Um, me, my family!” 

“Ah? I understand. As long as you complete the task, I will release 

your husband and your son. Your current mission is to make Zoe, the former Miss 
Horton from the Horton family, suspicious of you and divert everyone’s attention toward 
you. Do you understand?” 

The woman’s eyes instantly turned red, she clenched her teeth, and the veins on her 
neck bulged due to suppressed anger. 

The man hung up the phone, leaving the woman with her arms. hanging weakly and 
kneeling on the ground in despair. 

But at the same time, I also felt relieved in my heart. 

Today, as I watched the lady eat, even the person next to her also ate. 



Then there was nothing else to do, and my own task was considered half completed. 

The sky gradually turned pitch black, 

Derek’s heart was constantly in a state of turmoil today. 

I always had a feeling that something bad would happen… 

At night, when the bad guys are most likely to do bad things, the members of the Horton 
family were all asleep, making it easier for them to take action. 

Val should have been clear about this. 

Valerie was well aware, so she declined the proposal from the Horton family and stayed 
in Zoe’s room until someone in the house woke up in the morning and asked her to sit in 
the living room while they rested. 

Kieran looked at Valerie, whose eyebrows slightly furrowed, and he suddenly froze. 

After hesitating for a while, he finally decided to approach and strike 

up a conversation with Valerie. 

“Ms. Bowman, have you noticed something? Are those human traffickers around our 
house?” 
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Since that woman finished the call, she didn’t do any more mischief. 

However, she appeared more frequently in Valerie’s sight. In order to be cautious of 
her, Valerie would also keep staring at her. 

But she didn’t do anything out of line, she just occasionally turned her head and 
exchanged a smile with Zoe. 

Silly Zoe thought it was a lady greeting her, so she smiled sweetly and replied to the 
lady. 

But Valerie’s face had already turned black. 

Zoe didn’t understand, but that doesn’t mean she didn’t understand. 

This smile, like staring at prey, was bound to succeed. 



Valerie became more vigilant. 

But the woman did not take action. 

Three days passed just like that. 

However, it was these three days when Zoe suddenly developed a fever and fell ill. 

The family doctor came to check, and various fever-reducing medications were also 
tried, but the fever just wouldn’t go down. 

“Could it be her old problem from before?” 

“If that’s the case, then it’s necessary to go to the hospital for a check- up, after all, the 
medical equipment at home is not complete.” 

N 

Reyna and Reese were discussing, while looking at Valerie, seeking her opinion. 

“It’s okay for you to go to the hospital, I will go with you.” 

Seeing that the other party would go together, the couple felt a little relieved. 

“Then let’s send someone to prepare the ward first, Ms. Bowman, please wait…” 

Reese, up until now, still isn’t used to calling Valerie Ms. Bowman. 

This biological daughter, in front of me, still has to call her by another 

surname. 

If it were in the past, he would definitely be dissatisfied, but now. 

He dared not and had no right to be dissatisfied. 

Everyone left Zoe’s room, leaving only Valerie there. 

The woman at the door looked at Valerie, who was still standing, and furrowed her brow 
in confusion.  

That little miss, she used to eat her own ‘enhanced’ meals every day, so now she has 
collapsed. But this girl, her three meals a day are always delivered by people from 
outside. 

So there was nothing to do now. 



Do we really have to use the method that guy mentioned? 

After some hesitation, she finally stepped back… 

The sound of knocking came from Zoe’s bedroom door, and Valerie immediately turned 
around. 

The Horton family thought they had sent someone to take Zoe away. 

But when she opened the door at that moment. 

A sudden sharp pain left her stunned in place… 

She opened her eyes wide and looked at the newcomer, who was the gentle woman 
with a smile. 

“Miss, don’t blame me… 

Suddenly, Valerie pulled out the small knife from her stomach, and the intense pain 
caused her to furrow her brow in agony. 

When she was about to fight back, the woman suddenly grabbed the nearby small 
ceramic object and smashed it on Valerie’s head. 

She fainted… 

“Zoe… Zoe…” 

Struggling to keep my eyes open, I wanted to see her, but unfortunately, the irresistible 
force prevailed, and I eventually closed 

my eyes… 

When she woke up again, she was indeed awakened by choking. 

The billowing black smoke and scorching heat made Valerie slightly more awake. 

Gunshots and the sounds of people fighting could be heard coming from downstairs. 

Valerie shook her head to clear her mind, and in the instant she got up, the pain in her 
stomach shot through every nerve in her body. 

She opened her mouth wide, stiffened her body tightly, trying to make 

the pain less exaggerated. 



“Valerie! Val!” 

From a distance, it seemed like someone was calling me outside. 

And it was Derry’s voice. 
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Ha, is this a hallucination before death? 

Valerie gritted her teeth, endured the pain, and growled as she got up from the ground 

The veins on the neck bulged, turing bright red. The teeth clenched tightly, preventing 
any sound from escaping. 

At that moment, she finally had time to see clearly around her. 

The raging fire almost cut off her escape route. 

But Valerie still painfully kicked open the door with her feet. If not now, when would she 
escape? 

With the last bit of strength, she made her way downstairs to the living room, where the 
woman was sitting unexpectedly. 

She stared blankly at the mansion that had been burned down by a massive fire. 

Valerie's eyes instantly turned red, and the overwhelming anger seemed to make her 
oblivious to the pain. He quickly came to her side. “You! Damn it!” 

The woman seemed to have not expected Valerie to still be alive. As she watched 
Valerie clutching her wound, she smirked mockingly. “Oh, so you didn’t die after all.” 

“Where is Zoe?!” 

“Ha, all because of her! She had to wake up, screaming and running away! If she hadn’t 
been discovered, my family wouldn't have to die! They wouldn't have come to set this 
house on fire! Now, it’s all ruined. If we're going to die, let's die together!!” 

The woman suddenly went mad, screaming and howling loudly. The scorching black 
smoke made her cough violently, causing a burning pain in her lungs. 



“It's your own fault! You did something bad, and the consequences will naturally fall 
upon you. Tell me, where is Zoe? Otherwise, I will make sure you suffer a fate worse 
than death! 

Valerie is currently working hard to control her emotions. The woman also stopped 
pretending and lay limp on the ground 

“I didn’t know, I didn’t know... She escaped to the corner of this house, I couldn't find 
her. 

Valerie looked around and saw some dead servants nearby. It seemed that they had 
tried to stop the woman from escaping after Zoe, so they stepped forward to intervene. 

Tsk. Valerie gave a fierce glare, but time was pressing and she didn’t have time to deal 
with her. 

Let her fend for herself. 

Hastily searching through all the houses in the Horton family mansion, they looked to 
see where Zoe had run off to. -Rolling smoke, along with the sounds of fighting and 
gunshots, made 

the people in this area panic-stricken, causing them to run overnight to even farther 
places. 

The Horton family, on the other hand, had pale faces as they watched 

the mansion being engulfed by a massive fire. 

“Zoe, Valerie!!" 

Reyna’s eyes rolled back, and she ~~ fainted while crying. Her head was, spinning, and 
she felt overwhelmed withSadness, finding it difficult to even breathe. - 

They were arranged to be protected in a safe place 

But the two daughters inside were suffering greatly. 

“Boohoo, why, why is it only our daughter, the Horton family’s daughter, who has to 
suffer so much, dear heavens.” Reyna wept bitterly, clasping her hands together and 
praying to the heavens, murmuring words under her breath. Other people's faces were 
also not looking good. 

Bruce’s breathing had already started to accelerate. 



Has the guilt toward Valerie from the previous life not ended yet? Is it coming again 
now? 

He pursed his lips, trying to prevent his heart from racing 

This emotion, called fear. 

“Cough, cough...” 

Valerie searched through all the —~ rooms but couldn't find Zoe. Thes~ towel in her 
hand was still dripping withwater, and she started feeling a bit. dizzy. . to 

Suddenly, she looked at the wooden floor beneath her feet, and a familiar floor flashed 
through her mind. Ww 

There. 

It seems like I haven't been there _ before. Dragging her weary body, Valerie walked 
toward the room in hermemory as fast as sheccould. 

The smoke here was not as thick, but the fire was also not commendable. Valerie 
braved the scorching heat. 

She arrived at the warehouse where she had lived for two years. 

Kicked the door open with force. 

Valerie's heart sank. 

“Zoe! 
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collapsed on the ground inside the warehouse, and felt a slight sense of relief. She 
covered her wound, hurriedly approached, and tried to help Zoe up and walk out. 
“Sister... cough, sister?” In a daze, Zoe, who had fainted, heard Valerie calling her. 
Struggling to open her eyes, but the scorching heat and occasional black smoke coming 
over made her cough uncontrollably. Zoe's confused mind instantly became clear. jo... 
No! Choked by the black smoke, Zoe couldn't speak, but her eyes looked erately at 
Valerie, begging her not to come over. aggling to support her body, she had to make 
herself stand up. ‘Zoe “Don't come over!" After getting up, Zoe regained a little bit of 
strength. She mustered up her last bit of energy and did something for the first time. It 
was also the last time I shouted at Valerie. “Zoe?” Valerie's breathing had started to 
become rapid, and her eyelids had begun to feel heavy. She clenched her teeth and 
forced herself to stay awake. “Zoe! It wasn't the time for you to mess around!” Just as 



Valerie was about to come over, Zoe shouted loudly once again. “Don't come over! If 
you come over, I will jump from the window! 

This is the second-floor warehouse, also the most hidden place. If it's Valerie, she can 
jump down and cushion the impact, not getting too much injury. But Zoe can't. 

With her small build, she was bound to get into trouble 

Valerie didn't understand why Zoe suddenly became so excited. 

Just as Valerie was still wondering, suddenly, the warehouse’s chandelier fell down, 
accompanied by the burnt wooden glass door. It shattered loudly on the ground. 

With the circulation of air, the wind made the disaster flourish again. 

Ah, it seems that time was running out. 

However, this time my sister did not come. 

Zoe felt both relieved and scared in her heart. 

It's okay, even if my sister comes over, I have a way to send her away from here. 
“Sister... can you listen to me for a moment? 

40 (Vouchers 

“Finally... What were you saying, Zoe?” 

Valerie's goosebumps had already started spreading all over her body, and her 
exhaustion vanished along with it Excited with emotions,she nowonly thought about 
howeto save this-life. ta” < 

"Sister... you are still so kind, Mingming. Bécause of me, I was abandonec\by our family, 
but you managed to survive on your own. Even theugh you persisted evens: whenyyou 
were sick, you still take caret of me and give me medicine when I'm not feeling well,-
gently rubbing my back...” 

These days, Zoe did cough a few times, but Valerie would always skillfully take out her 
medicine and make her inhale it. But every time this action happened, it would make 
Zoe extremely conflicted 

In the end, she chose not to tell Valerie about the dream of the big fire. She wanted to 
silently bear it all 

“That was what I should have done, don’t overthink it 



Valerie calmed herself down and thought of a way to make Zoe come and listen 

One second passed, Zoe took a deep breath and spoke with a trembling 

voice. 

“Sister, I was tired.” 

These five words made Valerie's heart instantly half cold. She looked sharply-at the 
emaciated girl, her tired face and the spine that ~ prottuded from her hunched-back, 
leaving Valerie speechless..Content bélongs ~ 

“Il, I know, what I did to you, sister, can never be compensated for, not just me, but 
everyone in the family, cannot make it up to you.” 

I watched you endure hardships and sleep rough, I watched you being bullied by people 
from the orphanage. but I could only stand by and do nothing. 

Every time, every time I woke up from the dream, I had countless prayers, hoping that 
you could forgive me and reconcile with me as before. But every time we met, your eyes 
remained cold. 

I know there is no way to go back to the past with you, sister, but... but I. 
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Tears kept flowing from Zoe's eyes as she knew that this was her only chance, so she 
spoke her true feelings. 

She looked at Valerie with pleading eyes and cried, saying. 

“Even if you dislike me so much, sister, I still, as always. like you so much.” 

She cried recklessly, as if venting out all the things she had endured over the past 
decade. 

Valerie's heart trembled for a moment. After listening. she clenched her teeth and 
suddenly looked up, shouting at Zoe. “Since you liked me, then come over! Walk with 
me!” 

Saying so, Valerie disregarded everything and approached 

Zoe stared at Valerie's movements and stepped back toward the window. 



Just as the distance between the two of them was within arm’s reach, Zoe suddenly 
approached and grabbed Valerie’s hand, stufling something into it 

There was also a neatly folded piece of paper. 

“Sister, will you remember me? 

“What?...” 

Valerie didn't understand what Zoe meant now, and a sharp pain came from her wound. 
Before she could steady herself, suddenly everything started spinning. 

Her tears flowed inexplicably, uncontrollably toward the window. 

I saw my body had already detached from the window and was falling downwards. 

Zoe's back was completely covered in burn marks, from top to bottom, and she didn’t 
utter a single sound of pain. 

‘Zoe 

“Sister... I'm sorry!” 

With tears streaming down her face, Zoe said these words. In the instant they locked 
eyes, she suddenly pulled up the corners of her mouth He revealed a brilliant smile. 

Then, I watched as it was engulfed by the sea of fire 

Sister, I was tired. 

This home, as well as myself, was fine. 

I was always someone who caused trouble for others. 

I was often sickly, which kept my family busy. My immaturity caused you so much 
hardship. 

My timidityand cowardice allowed * everyone to criticize me, but I didh’t know how to 
refute them. 

bélongs to => 

Because I ultimately had to rely on my family to survive. I was not qualified to argue. 

In this life, if I were not here, would you be a little happier? If my 



dream came true alittle earlier, would you not have to leave the .* Hortan family, and we 
could live happily together as a family? 

I really wish that in the next life, I could be born into an ordinary family. 

No matter how poor we were, as long as we loved each other... 

Valerie didn't know how long she had been ‘lying on the ground. She* watched the 
reckless fire, and er fingers twitched. Swnovel.net i 

-\ 

It was only then that I remembered that Zoe seemed to have given me something just 
now. She trembled as she opened her hands, catching one’s attention. 

When she was a child, she took the hairpin from herself. 

Although some places had already been burned. 

There was a cloud on the card, and on top of the little cloud, there was a small smiley 
face. So many places were burned, but this cloud, fortunately, remained intact. 

I pinched the burnt area and the sticky bloodstains. 

Valerie suddenly cried. 

She suddenly remembered that she had said it when she was little. 

She liked this hairpin so much just because she liked this cloud 

 

 


