
SAINT JOAN OF ARC 

Chapter 14 WAS JOAN SUICIDAL 

 

These two abnormalities were the only ones that were 

irresistibly prepotent in Joan; and they brought her to 

the stake. Neither of them was peculiar to her. There 

was nothing peculiar about her except the vigor and 

scope of her mind and character, and the intensity of 

her vital energy. She was accused of a suicidal 

tendency; and it is a fact that when she attempted to 

escape from Beaurevoir Castle by jumping from a 

tower said to be sixty feet high, she took a risk 

beyond reason, though she recovered from the crash 

after a few days fasting. Her death was deliberately 

chosen as an alternative to life without liberty. In 

battle she challenged death as Wellington did at 

Waterloo, and as Nelson habitually did when he 

walked his quarter deck during his battles with all his 

decorations in full blaze. As neither Nelson nor 

Wellington nor any of those who have performed 

desperate feats, and preferred death to captivity, has 
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been accused of suicidal mania, Joan need not be 

suspected of it. In the Beaurevoir affair there was 

more at stake than her freedom. She was distracted 

by the news that Compiègne was about to fall; and 

she was convinced that she could save it if only she 

could get free. Still, the leap was so perilous that her 

conscience was not quite easy about it; and she 

expressed this, as usual, by saying that Saint 

Catherine had forbidden her to do it, but forgave her 

afterwards for her disobedience. 
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