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Kurt held on for a few moments, then he loosened his grip. Duncan quickly took
in big gulps of air, as if he had just gotten out of certain death.
He knew Kurt was different from him and that Kurt wasn’t just another
distinctive child Jonathan had found, but Duncan never expected Kurt to take
him out so easily. After all, Duncan had spent a lot of time in the military.

Ian had finally arrived. He was staring at Duncan, his face as pale as a ghost. “Who
are you? Tell me who you really are.”
He was hurt by the sudden betrayal, but even at this point, he was still clenching
his fists and asking Duncan about his true identity. He wanted to know what the
truth was.
That was how Sebastian’s son should act. No matter what kind of situation he was
in, he could grasp the most important aspect at the most crucial moment.
Duncan was pinned down, and he looked at Ian. Suddenly, he forced a sad,
depressing smile. “I’m sorry, Ian. I lied to you.”
Kurt was standing right beside Duncan. He could see Ian clenching his fists as
tightly as he could, trying not to go on a rampage.
“But this is my fate. I came here to take my mother’s stuff, Ian.”
Before Ian could say anything, Kurt asked in shock, “Your mother?”
Duncan nodded. “Yes, my mother. Her name is Felicity Durant. She helped Eddie
make those nuclear wave weapons. I did everything to get into the base and
befriended Ian for this,” he answered honestly, and his voice was calm.
However, after he said his answer, Kurt and Ian were both equally shocked, and
they stared dumbly at Duncan. He’s Felicity’s son? That’s impossible. Felicity’s son
was Isaac. He loved Sabrina, and he even died for her in that explosion. So what’s
the deal with this guy?
“Do you think we are fools? How is it possible that Felicity still has a son? Her son
is long dead.”

“That was the son she had with Alfred. I’m not Alfred’s child. My father is Eddie.”
He smiled sardonically as he dropped another bombshell.
Kurt was shocked, and Ian’s eyes were the size of saucepans. For a long, long time,
he couldn’t even say anything about how dumbfounded he was.
He’s Eddie’s son? But Eddie’s almost the same age as my great-grandpa. And he
actually pounded Duncan’s mom?
Duncan said first, “Disgusting, isn’t it? Don’t worry, Ian. Just say it. I won’t blame
you. I feel disgusted about it for a long time now. I don’t mind adding you to the
list.”
He seemed calm, but the disdain and disgust in his eyes were apparent.
Kurt was silent, and Ian said nothing as well.
Eddie was said to be disabled. He had only managed to stand up again thanks to
the Durant family, who was famous for their healing skills.
However, a few decades after that, the Durant sisters and their father had
become his pawns. He had sent assassins after Sean, and they had succeeded in
killing him. Janice was luckier than he was, but she didn’t escape the same fate in
the end.
After telling Devin the truth, she had taken her own life, and her
son—Kingston—had died at Eddie’s hands as well. In order to save Sasha, she had
detonated the bomb in the museum, which also led to her demise.
Kurt and Ian could not imagine what Felicity must have gone through in the years
of serving Eddie. They didn’t dare to.
A guy who was old enough to be Felicity’s grandfather knocked her up, and she
gave birth to the child.
Ian was shivering with fury, and his eyes were red with rage. However, Duncan
felt relieved seeing Ian angry.
He owed Ian a lot, and he even turned his back on his friend, but now that he
realized Ian could still get angry and wanted to kill someone for him, he felt
content with it.
Ian didn’t think Duncan was beyond the point of redemption. At the very least,
Duncan knew Ian still had hope for him. “You guys can take me away now.”
Before Duncan was taken away, he told Ian, “Oh, Ian. I found the real reason your
father fell sick. It’s not because of the car crash. My mother’s nuclear wave
bombs caused permanent damage to him. See the black stone around here? The
crystal that grew on the stalagmites here? Tell your mother that she can use this
to speed up your father’s recovery.”

Ian suddenly looked up at Duncan, and Ian’s chest heaved. Duncan smiled at him
one last time, and then Kurt took him away.
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They came back to the temple. When Sasha and Shin heard about the whole story,
they were gripped by shock, and they couldn’t even say a word.
That is one heck of a secret.

They called Devin and Jonathan. The moment they got the news, they came here
at full speed and took Duncan away with them.
Ian was quiet the whole way through. After Duncan was taken away, he turned
around and went to his room.
Vivian asked, “Is Ian all right? Mommy, he must have been hurt badly. We have to
try and cheer him up.”
Vivian was worried about her brother, and Sasha was worried about her son too.
Nobody knew Ian better than she did. She could tell that he had changed a lot
over the last three years, and she was delighted. But now, he’s betrayed by his
own friend.
She came to his room a moment later. “Are you all right, Little Ian?”
“I’m all right, Mommy.” Ian was sitting in his chair, staring outside the window. He
looked depressed, but the moment he saw his mother, he cheered himself up and
said he was fine.
Sasha was heartbroken seeing her son like that. She came in and took a chair,
then she sat down beside him.
She started talking to him gently, “Don’t feel sad about it, Little Ian. Duncan
didn’t betray you. He just didn’t have a choice. In the end, he told you the real
reason your father fell sick, and he even found the black stone for us.”
She had learned psychology before to treat Sebastian’s illness, so she knew
exactly why her son was sad. He couldn’t accept the fact that his longtime friend
would betray his trust and their friendship.

That kind of impact was devastating, and not to mention it was hard for someone
like Ian to open himself up to someone.
The moment she finished talking, Ian, who had been acting tough, finally started
to tear up. “Mommy…”
“Don’t feel sad, Little Ian. You have an eye for people. Duncan is a good child, but
he was forced into this position. He didn’t hurt you or Vivi, right?”
“Yeah.” Ian’s eyes shone brightly, much to Sasha’s delight.
She quickly continued, “Once your uncle and great-grandpa get to the bottom of
this, he’ll be fine if they know he didn’t hurt you. Maybe they’ll keep him, and he
can stay with you then.”
Sasha was painting a beautiful future for her son. She thought of the same thing
as well too. Duncan was only sixteen, and he was willing to reveal the real reason
for Sebastian’s disease and find the key to his treatment. Because of that alone,
Sasha knew he wasn’t an evil person.
He could be saved, and the Jadesons weren’t vengeful. Even though Duncan was
Eddie’s son, they would give him a second chance if he truly repented.
Ian finally cheered up after hearing his mother’s words. Vivian and Kurt heaved a
sigh of relief after seeing him get over his depression.
The youngsters went back to Oceanic Estate to wait for the news that very day.
Matteo, who was still in the military, quickly came back after he heard the news
so that he could keep his brother company.
However, after three days of waiting, they found out that Duncan was to be
executed, but he would be on probation for two years before he was executed.
They decided to dole out the punishment once Duncan was of age.
Vivian and Matteo were the first to get the news. They were shocked, but they
didn’t tell Ian about the news yet. They first came to see their great-grandfather.
“Why, Great-grandpa? Is he really that evil?”
“Yes. He sent a lot of information to Eddie’s remaining followers, especially after
I sent him to the military base.” Jonathan’s face was filled with rage when he
talked about that.
Vivian and Matteo blanched right away, and they didn’t talk after that. All they
could think about was Ian, who had been waiting in his room for three days.
If that was truly the case, then Ian would need to bear the responsibilities too.
The whole reason Duncan managed to get into the military base was that he
cracked the formula Ian gave him. It was the info on Eddie’s research Sebastian
gave Ian.

In other words, Ian was fully and truly used. It was a total betrayal by Duncan. The
secret didn’t stay hidden for long, and Ian found out in the end.
He smashed all his things in the room that night, and he locked himself out. He
didn’t come out for the whole night, and Vivian cried when she realized what was
happening.
Matteo couldn’t do anything either. He was enraged, and he wanted to go to the
prison, grab Duncan, and make him kneel before Ian. He wanted to know why
Duncan even did that in the first place.
He wanted to ask Duncan what Ian did to deserve the betrayal, but he didn’t get
that chance.
Two days after the verdict was announced, the officers in the prison said Duncan
had died. They said he had taken his own life by using his toothpaste. It was just a
tube of ordinary toothpaste, but the moment he brushed his teeth, the
toothpaste became poison.
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Poison? He made it himself, probably. He was a chemistry genius, after all.
Ian fell sick after that. His fever lasted for three days, and Sasha had to come
back to see him. Even Sabrina came as well.

“Is he all right, Dr. Wallen?”
After Grayson checked Ian up, he said, “He’s all right. His psychological trauma
caused his lymph nodes to get inflamed, and that’s why he has a fever. He just
has to get injected. That’s all.”
However, Sasha was shocked to hear that news. Psychological trauma? But that’s
even worse.
She started getting really worried for her son, and as she expected, after Ian got
better, he became a boy of few words. He locked himself up in his room all day
and wouldn’t come out no matter who called him.
When Jonathan saw it, he realized that he might have acted a bit too rashly
regarding Duncan’s case.

“Do you have any idea how to heal him, Grayson?”
“It’ll be hard. He’s always been a lone wolf, and this case traumatized him. If he
can’t get over it, it’ll be hard to settle,” Grayson said the truth.
Most of Ian’s problems stemmed from the hatred and disgust festering in his
heart. The betrayal was not the main factor. He couldn’t forgive himself for
inviting a traitor in and hurting everyone. He had been a proud person ever since
he was a child, and this case devastated his pride.
Grayson hesitated to say it, but in the end, he said, “And I have to remind you
that your grandson is genetically impaired.”
Jonathan looked up all of a sudden, and he blanched. What? How did that happen?
This boy must not follow in his father’s footsteps.
A gloomy atmosphere hung around Oceanic Estate. Vivian was feeling down for
the last couple of days as well. She had been betrayed at school before, and
Elaine’s betrayal was even worse than Duncan’s, so she knew how it felt.
“What should we do, Kurt? Ian just won’t come out no matter what we do. What
should we do?”
Kurt was standing beside her, but he couldn’t come up with any good ideas either.
However, he did notice something. “Ian can’t forgive himself for helping Duncan
get into the military base. He feels guilty for having caused harm to his father
and family.”
Vivian was still crying, but she looked up at him after hearing his words. “Really?
So does that mean if Daddy wakes up and tells Ian that he doesn’t blame him, Ian
will get better?” she asked hopefully.
Kurt was quiet, since he didn’t know how to answer that question either.
However, he felt that Sebastian must know how to handle the matter once he
woke up because he was a great man after all.
“Let’s dig up some black stones, Vivi. We’ll do everything we can so your father
will wake up sooner.”
“Okay!” Vivian wiped her tears away and agreed to it without hesitation.
While everyone, including Sasha and the Jadesons, was worried about Ian, they
didn’t realize that two kids were missing. Vivian and Kurt sneaked back to the
mountain, and they were determined to get the black stones.
When they told Shin about their plan, he adamantly refused, “You guys want to
get the black stones? No way. They’re in the underground lab, and do you know
how dangerous that place is? Nobody has been there before. You might put
yourself in great danger.”

Shin felt guilty, since he created a whole mess the last time because he gave in.
That man still hadn’t recovered, and he couldn’t allow these two to go into the
lab. What if they get hurt?
If they were hurt, he would not be able to explain it to Sebastian once the latter
regained consciousness.
The moment Shin refused, Vivian suddenly kneeled before him.
“Please! Just let us do this. Only Daddy can help Ian, but he needs to regain his
consciousness first, or it’ll be over for Ian.”
“I…”
“Please! We’re begging you!”
Just when Shin was still hesitating, a handsome, muscular young man came in,
and he kneeled before the old monk as well.
Matteo? He came too? Vivian looked at her brother in surprise, and she held him
tightly.
At the last moment, Kurt said, “Master, if you’re worried about us, you can come
with us. We won’t do anything rash. Of course we’ll scout the whole place first
before we go in.”
Eventually, Shin let out a long sigh, but he agreed to it, much to the youngsters’
delight.
They set off half an hour later, and Shin was the one who led them. They went in
through the entrance in the temple, and they made a beeline for the lab.
Since Matteo suddenly showed up, Vivian was delighted. While they were on
their way to the lab, she held his hand and kept blabbering. “What brought you
here, Matt? I thought you’re keeping an eye on Ian back at Oceanic Estate.”
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Matteo pretended to be angry and shot her and Kurt a glare. “Do you think I
don’t know what you guys are thinking? When we get to that place, I don’t care
what kind of stuff we’re facing, just don’t stand in front, all right?”

Matteo was the big brother in this case. He looked at his sister and the young
man who was following him, and he thumped his chest. He wanted them to listen
to him, and he would protect them no matter what happened.

Vivian looked at her brother with admiration, while Kurt only smiled and said
nothing.
A short while later, they arrived at the lab. Shin went to open a cabinet and took
out a few hazmat suits. “The radiation is powerful here. Wear this. Someone will
take you kids down there in a minute.”
There’s someone else here?
The three of them quickly wore the suit, and not long after that, they heard the
sound of bells ringing. They looked up and saw a young lady in blue traditional
attire.
“Master, my father said you wanted me here.”
Shin looked at her, and he pleaded to her politely, “Yes, Lucy. I need you to lead
these kids down. You know the place well.”
Vivian was confused, and so was Matteo, since he didn’t know anything about the
girl.
Kurt, however, was calm. Karl had told him everything. Judging from the clothes
the girl was wearing, he realized that she might be a descendant of the
aborigines whom Eddie had hired to build the underground base.
“Sure, Master,” the girl named Lucy agreed readily.
She approached the trio in hazmat suits, and she smiled at them. “Hello. I’m Lucy,
an aborigine here.”
“Hi, I’m Vivian.”
“And I’m Matteo.”
The siblings introduced themselves happily, and Matteo even extended his hand
to the girl who came all the way to help them.
Lucy blushed, and she shook his hand. Then she looked at Kurt, who was still
quiet.
Vivian’s patience was running thin. Since their guide had come, she urged, “Let’s
go inside. It’s getting late.”

Lucy looked at Kurt one last time, then she followed Vivian inside. Hm, he didn’t
even look at me for once the whole time. What an odd person.
They finally came to their destination in the end. Shin, who was worried that they
might get in trouble, sent a few fighters to stand sentry outside the place.
The lab was built upon the waterfall’s source, and that was why Duncan noticed
the black stone’s element in the water. If they wanted to get the black stones,
the only way to do that was to drill through the underground.
“There’s actually a natural cavern here. It’s been here for hundreds of millions of
years. The base is right above it, and the waterfall’s source is below it,” Lucy
explained the moment she came in.
Matteo quickly responded, “So that means the black stones should be on the
cave’s ceiling, and that’s where we’re heading, right?”
“Yes, but it’s dangerous. You guys saw how big the waterfall is. If you fall down
by accident, the stalactites will pierce you, and you’ll be swept away by the
current as well. That’s going to be really bad. The waterfall’s right out there, and
it’s really high up. Fall, and you will perish,” Lucy emphasized.
When she finished explaining, Vivian blanched. “T-That’s really dangerous, Matt.
What should we do?”
“It’s fine. I came with my tools, and you’d better not underestimate me. I trained
a lot in the camp, and I’ve become awesome.” He calmed Vivian down just like he
did when they were kids, then he spread his tools out.
Kurt noticed it, and he came over as well. “What’s the plan?”
“Huh?” Matteo looked up at Kurt. What’s the plan? I’ll be going down and getting
the black stones. It’s not something a kid like you can do anyway.
Matteo smiled and gave Kurt a grappling hook. “Be a good chap. Find a sturdy
spot and latch this onto it. After that, just keep an eye on my sister.”
A few moments of silence later, Kurt went away to find a place to latch the hook
onto.
Good chap?
The veins on his forehead popped.
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Matteo acted fast and finished packing all the stuff in a few minutes. He was
getting ready to take Lucy down the hole.
“Matt, please be careful.”

Vivian was worried about him. Before he left, she ran over to him and reminded
him to be careful. Her eyes beamed with tears.
Matteo reached his hand and tapped her nose playfully.
“Okay. Don’t worry. I will be back soon.” After saying that, he led Lucy, and they
both jumped down a hole in the training base.
At that instant, the base became utterly quiet.
It was usual for young people their age to be anxious about dealing with serious
matters as such. Plus, it sounded very dangerous based on the information they
got.
After Matteo left, Vivian kept guarding the hole. She did not even dare to
breathe loudly or shift her gaze.
Nevertheless, there was no movement for a long while.
“Kurt? Where are you?”
She realized there was no one behind her.
She climbed out of the hole and started searching around the base.
Still, she saw no one there.
The only thing that caught her attention was a bag placed at the entrance and a
pair of radiation protection shoes.
Did Kurt go out?
Upon seeing those two things, Vivian thought Kurt had left.
She heaved a sigh of relief. She walked back to the hole which Matteo went down.
While waiting for him, she kept an eye at the entrance.
Little did she know that Kurt had also gone down the hole.

The latter knew the layout better than Lucy. There was a map in his mind, and he
knew all the details about the place.
With that, Kurt reached the underground.
The first thing he heard was the loud roaring sound of the water current. His
heart skipped a beat as it sent shivers down his spine.
With fully-gloved hands, Kurt tightly held on to the steel cable that was wrapped
around his body.
He grabbed his torchlight and gazed upward, trying to find the crystals.
Just then, he thought he heard a female scream. “Ahh….”
“Lucy!”
A moment later, Matteo’s shout rang out too.
Upon hearing that, Kurt grabbed the steel cable and intended to swing over to
see what was happening. However, something unexpected took him by surprise.
“Argh!”
Another tragic scream reverberated around the area.
Kurt was bewildered to see a human figure get thrown out of the mist. The figure
looked like a tiny ant compared to the tall wave.
Kurt was rendered speechless.
Without hesitation, he swung himself toward the wave.
In the blink of an eye, he managed to grab Lucy and bring her to safety.
Matteo was left in awe upon seeing that heroic scene. The color drained from his
face as he could not save Lucy.
The latter, who was finally rescued, leaned against Kurt while hugging him tightly.
Ten seconds passed, and she still did not let go of him.
Kurt’s expression turned cold.
“All right. It’s fine now.”
He pushed her away abruptly and tied a steel cable to her waist.
Lucy was rendered speechless.

Before she could say anything, Matteo went over to them. His eyes widened in
awe.
“Hey, Kurt. Since when did you become so powerful? Haven’t you been studying
all this while?”
He sounded utterly displeased.
After all, he had promised to protect them but failed.
Kurt, two years younger than Matteo, lowered his face awkwardly.
“Mr. Hayes asked Mr. Frost to teach me some combat arts when I accompanied
Vivian to study in Yartran. He was worried the two of us might get bullied.”
“Uh…”
Matteo was speechless upon hearing that.
No wonder he is so strong. He had such a good master. D*mn it. Daddy even let
Mr. Frost teach him. I am his son, but I don’t even get this privilege.
A short while later, Matteo turned delighted again. He had always been an
optimistic person.
Plus, Matteo figured Kurt could be a good assistant since the latter was so
capable.
“Good. Let’s get the black stones then. Lucy will stay here. We’ve found the
location, after all.”
“Okay,” Kurt agreed right away.
As such, the two boys departed once again.
This time, due to their strong abilities, they reached those black crystals in a
short time.
“They are too high. One of us needs to give the other a lift.” Matteo lowered his
head and looked at the roaring current beneath them.
Kurt understood the situation too.
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As such, Kurt volunteered to do the lifting.
“I’ll give you a lift. You’ll go up there.”

“Nonsense. I’m bulkier and heavier than you. Plus, you rescued Lucy just now. It
proved you’re agile. Go ahead.”
Unexpectedly, Matteo, who was born into an affluent family, rejected Kurt’s
decision without hesitation.
He was even willing to let the latter step on his shoulder.
Kurt appeared hesitant for a while.
Eventually, he chose to comply with Matteo. He stepped on his shoulders and
started digging for the crystals.
Their efficiency increased gradually due to their teamwork.
In the blink of an eye, Kurt’s cloth bag was filled to the brim.
“Is that enough?”
“It should be. We have to leave soon. If the next wave hits again, we will be in
danger. We are right at the place where it hits.”
Matteo had a keen observation and paid attention to the tiniest details.
Previously, he had mastered all the wave patterns of the big river. As such, he
read the situation and knew the danger that was about to approach.
Kurt obeyed him right away.
The two boys packed the black stones and left that hazardous area. After that,
they climbed back up to safety after finding Lucy, who was still tied with a steel
cable.
“Matt, you guys are finally back… Huh? Kurt? When did you go down too?”
Vivian, who had been waiting, was delighted to see Matteo. Yet, the next
moment, she was stunned upon seeing Kurt.

While Kurt was at a loss for words, Matteo uttered, “I was the one who told him
to go down as two people weren’t efficient enough. We’ve collected many of the
black stones. Now we can go save Daddy.”
Matteo was sharp enough to notice Kurt’s nervousness. He knew the latter did
not want to let Vivian know about it. Hence, he answered her question on Kurt’s
behalf.
As expected, Vivian was immediately attracted to the bag full of black stones.
“That’s great. Let’s go save Daddy now.”
“Okay.”
With that, they came out of the cave happily.
That evening, Sasha, accompanying her eldest son at Oceanic Estate, heard the
kids managed to get the black stones successfully.
Overwhelmed with joy, she went up the mountain without delay.
“Mommy, look. We’ve got the black stones. You can save Daddy now.”
“Yes.”
Her children ran toward her excitedly and showed her their achievements.
Upon seeing that, tears of gratitude welled up in Sasha’s eyes.
She was thankful that she had three obedient and brilliant kids. At the age of
sixteen, they were already independent like their father.
Sasha hugged them tightly.
“Okay. I will take these to save your daddy right now. You guys must be
exhausted. Go and grab some rest.”
“Okay. Mommy!” Vivian responded with a sweet smile.
However, right after Sasha left, the kids gathered in secret again.
“Matt, are you saying we should go back to Oceanic Estate?”
“Yes, let’s tell Ian this good news. He is depressed because of Daddy. I’m sure he
will be happy if we tell him about this,” Matteo analyzed smartly.
Kurt agreed after hearing his words.

The trio then went down the mountain before the sky turned dark.
Lucy was somehow sad to see them leave. After all, they were almost the same
age and had been through a lot together.
“Are you guys leaving?” she uttered.
“Huh?”
Upon hearing that, Vivian paused in her tracks.
Matteo also turned around and glanced at Lucy, who looked reluctant.
“Yes, we are going home. Do you want to come with us?”
“Can I?”
Lucy’s eyes lit up with excitement.
She seldom had the chance to go down the mountain.
It was the rule of the natives living there. They were required to stay within their
village and not leave unless it was necessary.
Seeing her acting so joyously, Matteo could not bear to reject her. Hence, they
told Shin and took Lucy with them.
After all, they would be back sooner or later.
They thought they should bring her down to have some fun as a token of
appreciation for her help.
That evening, after they went back to Oceanic Estate, Matteo immediately ran to
Ian’s room and told him the good news.
As expected, Ian did not smash anything that night.
He even ate the meal sent by the maids.
Meanwhile, Vivian invited Lucy to sleep in her room. They shared a bed at night.
“Vivian, your house is so huge. By the way, are you and your brothers triplets?”
“Yes. Ian is the eldest, Matteo is the second, and I’m the youngest.”
The two girls continued to chat happily in bed after switching off the lights.
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Lucy was utterly envious after finding out the siblings were triplets.
“You’re so lucky to have two brothers. I’m the only child in my family. By the way,
what about Kurt? Is he your brother too?”

Vivian did not know how to respond to that question.
She remembered the last time she mentioned that Kurt was her brother, the
latter seemed unhappy about it, and he kept correcting her.
It seems like he doesn’t want to be my brother.
Vivian let out a sigh. “No, he is a brilliant kid whom my great-grandpa brought
home. However, I always treat him like a brother.”
She couldn’t help but emphasize that because there was nothing more important
than family in her heart.
Slowly, their voices became softer, and Vivian eventually dozed off.
The moment Lucy closed her eyes, she recalled when she got hit by the wave and
how Kurt had saved her.
At the thought of her leaning in Kurt’s embrace, her face reddened.
Two days later, there was finally a piece of good news coming from the
mountain.
After receiving the good news, Jonathan went to Ian’s room and knocked on his
door early in the morning. “Ian, your daddy seems to be recovering. But your
mommy is exhausted as she has been treating him these two days. Could you go
up the mountain to help her out?”
This time, he made sure to follow Grayson’s instructions perfectly.
As soon as his words fell, the door that was shut for almost a week was finally
opened.
“Really?” Ian finally emerged and asked in a hoarse voice.

Jonathan’s eyes started beaming with tears after seeing Ian.
“Yes, it’s real. Your mommy called this morning. The black stones need to be
ground into powder and wrapped in special herbs. Then, they were placed on
your daddy’s acupoints. According to what I heard, your mommy is exhausted,
and she has a fever. I wanted to ask Matteo and Vivian to go there. But they just
went to the base underground to get the black stones, and they are receiving the
anti-radiation injection these two days. Even more so for Kurt, as he did not wear
shoes, so he…”
Jonathan had to emphasize how the three kids were suffering, so he could
persuade Ian to go.
However, before he could finish his sentence, Ian, who had locked himself inside
his room for an entire week, interrupted, “All right. There’s no need to say
anything more. I’ll go there right now.”
Jonathan smiled upon hearing that.
As such, the matter was settled for the time being.
It was not long before Vivian’s school started.
Devin uttered, “Sasha won’t be able to make it if the school reopens now. Matteo
is also busy. He applied for leave to come here this time, and he’ll be going back
soon.”
Sabrina, who was busy taking care of her son, heard that. She put the kid’s bowl
in her hand aside.
“I’m available. Take care of our son. I will send her to Yartran and come back after
her school starts.”
She cared much about her niece and nephews. She would show up whenever
there was trouble.
Sometimes, she would even leave her own son in Devin’s hands.
Devin stared at the chubby little boy who was pulling his boots helplessly.
Right then, an uninvited guest suddenly appeared at the Jadeson residence.
“Hello, may I ask if this is Oceanic Estate? I’m Dwayne, Vivian’s classmate at the
Royal Academy of Yartran. Could you please let her know that I’m here?”
It was a handsome foreign guy with blue eyes and blonde hair. The moment he
appeared at Oceanic Estate, he attracted a lot of attention from the crowd.
Ms. Vivian’s classmate? I wonder why he came here to find her.

Everyone in Oceanic Estate was overwhelmed with joy. They immediately ran
back and reported to Sabrina, who was packing stuff for her niece.
“What did you say? Did a foreign guy come here for her? Is he in the house now?”
Sabrina was utterly stunned upon hearing that.
What’s going on? Vivi is still young. Why did a guy come to find her?
She put aside the clothes in her hand and came out of the room.
Soon after, she locked eyes with a blonde guy standing outside. He was tall, and
his features were outstanding. Those were the most beautiful pair of blue eyes
she had ever seen.
Sabrina’s heart skipped a beat.
What a handsome guy. Could he really be Vivi’s boyfriend?
She was somehow excited at the thought of that.
“Hello. Are you here to find Vivian? I’m her aunt.”
“Nice to meet you…”
Dwayne was stunned momentarily, but still, he greeted her politely.
Sabrina froze on the spot.
Upon seeing Dwayne’s polite attitude, Sabrina became even more satisfied with
him.
He has good looks and a good attitude too.
Sabrina immediately invited Dwayne into the house. Then, she secretly ran into
the garden and called her niece.
“Vivi, someone came to find you.”
“Who?”
At the same time, Vivian was in the hospital.
As Jonathan said, they were exposed to radiation during their black stones
excursion.
Among them, Kurt suffered the most.

Hence, Vivian was taking care of him in the hospital.
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Back when he entered the base underground, he took off his protection shoes to
prevent Vivian from finding out.
Thus, his condition was the most severe as he had direct contact with the
radiation.

Following that incident, he could not even walk as his feet were red and swollen
for several days.
He glanced at Vivian, who was on the phone, and lowered his head to continue
applying the medicine himself.
“Dwayne? What is he doing there?”
“How would I know? But he said his family came for a vacation, so he stopped by
Jadeborough to visit you. Vivi, is he a close friend of yours?” Sabrina probed.
She wanted to dig out some information from her niece.
However, Vivian was too naive to sense that.
“Yes, we are quite close. Dwayne really takes care of me in school. During the
graduation ceremony, he helped me find a model, and I managed to complete the
show successfully.”
“I see.” Sabrina chuckled.
“Then, please come back fast. He came a long way here. Don’t make him wait for
too long.”
“Okay, Aunt Sabrina,” Vivian answered sweetly.
Hanging up the phone, she turned and discovered Kurt had finished putting the
medicine himself. The latter was currently lying on his bed.
“Kurt, are you done with the medicine?”

Kurt ignored her.
Vivian did not understand why Kurt seemed to be pissed with her. He was leaning
against the bed and scrolling through his phone.
Vivian let out a sigh.
“All right. Please rest well then. My friend is here, so I have to go home. Please
call me when you want to go back. I’ll pick you up,” she explained, getting ready
to leave.
Kurt saw her reaching for her bag, and then he spoke icily.
“I’ll go back with you.”
“What?”
Vivian was stunned momentarily.
Ten minutes later, they walked out of the hospital. Kurt had a hard time walking,
so Vivian supported him all the way.
The duo hailed a cab and made their way home. Shortly after, they arrived at
Oceanic Estate.
“Dwayne, you’re here,” Vivian greeted Dwayne passionately upon seeing him
waiting in the living room.
After waiting for quite some time, Dwayne stood up delightfully when he finally
saw Vivian.
“Yes, I’m currently on vacation. Then I remembered you live here, so I came to
visit. Who is…”
He was somehow confused and displeased to see Kurt leaning on Vivian’s
shoulders.
“This is Kurt. His feet are injured. We just came from the hospital,” Vivian
explained without much thought.
Upon hearing that, Dwayne flashed an attractive smile again.
“I see. Let me help him then. He’s so tall, so you must be tired.” Dwayne extended
his hand toward Kurt.
However, before he could touch Kurt, the latter uttered coldly, “No need!”
Dwayne and Vivian were both rendered speechless.

After a few moments of silence, Vivian cast an awkward look toward Dwayne.
“I’m sorry. Let me send Kurt back to his room first. Dwayne, please have a seat.
I’ll be right back.”
With that, Vivian continued to escort Kurt back to his room.
How could he be so rude to the guest? Is he trying to embarrass me in public?
Panting heavily, Vivian eventually led Kurt back to his room.
“All right. Get some rest here. I’m going down now.”
“Hold on a second. I want some water.”
Kurt made a request abruptly, not giving Vivian a break.
The latter was speechless.
Fine. I’ll help him. He’s injured, after all.
After the kind-hearted Vivian poured him a glass of water, she was ready to go
downstairs.
Kurt was behaving strangely. It seemed like he was deliberately trying to stop
Vivian from meeting Dwayne. He touched the glass and said, “The water is too
hot. I want a warm one.”
“Kurt, you…”
Vivian kept calm and poured him another glass of water.
“It’s too cold,” he uttered.
Being the patient girl she always was, Vivian continued to serve him new glasses
of water upon his dissatisfaction.
“It’s too little.”
Kurt did not intend to let Vivian leave.
“It’s too bland.”
“Enough, Kurt. Why are you behaving like this today? I’m not your maid. Why do
you keep ordering me around? That’s it. I won’t listen to you anymore.”
Beyond exasperated, Vivian placed the glass of water in front of him and stepped
out.

Kurt stared at her retreating figure. The rage on his face had disappeared, but his
face turned ashen instead.
He sat there and kept quiet.
That’s right. I forgot she is indeed the master. I’m merely her father’s bodyguard.
He did not say anything more after that.
A short while later, another girl came to his room.
“Kurt, how are you? Do you want some water? Let me pour for you.”
It was Lucy.
She probably overheard Kurt’s exchange with Vivian. After seeing Vivian leave,
she came in and poured the water for him.
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A moment later, she placed a cup of lukewarm water with a bit of honey in front
of him.
“Here, Kurt. Have some.”

However, Kurt did not respond.
As if having a sudden realization, the young man staring out the window with a
pair of beautiful narrow eyes suddenly became moody.
His gaze was dark and frosty.
Vivian was also chatting happily with Dwayne downstairs. When Dwayne noticed
that she wasn’t keeping a distance from him, he gathered his courage and made a
bold request.
“Vivian, you’re about to start school. Do you want to go to school with me?”
“What?”

Vivian was stunned.
Go with him?
Is that okay?
Instinctively, she was about to refuse.
However, she deliberated. Mommy and Ian are treating Daddy, Matt returned to
the camp, Great-grandpa is old, and Aunt Sabrina has two kids and has to handle
the Jadeson residence.
They are all very busy.
So, going to school together with Dwayne seems to be the best option.
“Okay then. I’ll inform my uncle and aunt. Previously, they were planning to have
someone send me to school.” In the end, Vivian agreed.
“Sure. Do you want me to accompany you? You’re entering higher education after
you start school, and you need to prepare some things. I can go to the mall with
you.” Dwayne thoughtfully made another suggestion.
Vivian agreed happily.
Hence, the two went out in the afternoon. They first went to Red Pavilion to look
for Devin and Sabrina. After informing them about their plan to go to school
together and getting the adults’ consent, the two youngsters went to the mall.
Back in Oceanic Estate, Lucy waited until the meal was ready before going
upstairs to call Kurt.
However, when she got to his room, she found that the door was tightly shut. She
looked from outside the window, and there was nobody inside.
“That’s strange. Where is he?”
Lucy was puzzled.
She didn’t know that Kurt was no longer in Oceanic Estate at that moment.
He had followed the two youngsters—not to stalk but to fulfill his
responsibilities. The reason he stayed in Oceanic Estate was to protect Vivian,
after all.
“Do I have to buy so many things?”

“Yes. After you enter higher education, you’ll have a lot of coursework. You’ll
need to write in many notebooks, and you’ll have a lot of homework to
complete,” Dwayne patiently explained to Vivian when they were at the mall.
Vivian listened and nodded.
She then carried a basket and began to choose some items.
However, when Dwayne asked her to choose some female sanitary items, her
face flushed beet red as she refused and scurried away.
After exiting the shop, the two went to take photos.
Dwayne once said she would have to keep many documents for school, including
certificates, which all required photos.
Vivian sat in front of the camera.
“What a beautiful girl. Sit still and don’t move. I’ll take a beautiful picture for
you.”
“Okay.”
Vivian obediently sat in front of the camera.
A few minutes later, the photos came out. She looked charming in the pictures
with her bright eyes and perfect teeth.
Dwayne was mesmerized by that.
“Hey, you look very handsome. Would you like me to take a picture for you too?
How about a photo of you both. We’re having a promotion now! You’ll get twenty
smaller photos for a big one.”
The owner of the photoshoot studio suddenly noticed Dwayne and was amazed
by his blond hair and blue eyes. She started to persuade the two to take a photo
together.
A photo with him?
Vivian wasn’t quite willing to do so, and she wanted to refuse.
However, Dwayne quickly said, “Oh, I forgot. There will be many clubs in higher
education. I’m the chairman of the students’ union. If you want to join any of
them, you’ll need my recommendation. So, a photo of both of us is a good idea.”
“I see…”
Vivian hesitated again.

Her grades were excellent in school. After her work won first place during her
graduation, she promised her best friend Sonia to join a club related to design as
soon as school started.
Therefore, what Dwayne had said made it very difficult for her.
In the end, Vivian sat in front of the camera again.
But this time, Dwayne was next to her and was smiling brightly at the camera.
However, when the photoshoot studio owner was about to take the picture, a
sturdy figure suddenly walked in and blocked the camera.
“Who are you? Why are you blocking the camera?”
“Kurt?”
Vivian was shocked.
Indeed, the person who suddenly appeared was Kurt.
However, his presence at that moment was chilling. Devoid of emotions, he stood
before Vivian and stared down at her. His dark and horrifying narrow eyes sent
chills down her spine.
Vivian couldn’t help but ask, “Kurt, what are you doing here? Have your legs
recovered?”
Under Kurt’s intimidating stare, she panicked and looked at his legs.
However, the tension in the atmosphere did not dissipate.
Kurt stared at her for a while without saying a word. Suddenly, he reached out
and grabbed her wrist. Then, he snatched the camera from the photoshoot
studio’s owner’s hands.
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“Hey, what are you doing? Why did you take my camera?”
Kurt ignored her.

His eyes were filled with a murderous aura. After taking out the memory card
from the camera, he smashed the camera to the ground, and it broke into pieces.
“Kurt Lopez!” Vivian was finally angry.
“What the hell are you doing? Why did you destroy her camera? What’s wrong
with me taking a picture? Does it even matter to you? Aren’t you being too full of
yourself?”
Vivian berated Kurt. Her words stabbed his heart like a sharp-edged sword.
Kurt clenched his fist so hard that his knuckles turned white.
After breaking the memory card, he turned his darkened face toward Dwayne.
“Yes. This is my duty. You’re not allowed to take pictures with anyone without
your family’s permission. It is even forbidden to have close contact with anyone.
It is my job to protect you. If you have a complaint, you may take it up to your
father after he wakes up. But before that happens, you’ve to get my approval
before making any decisions!”
It was as if Kurt had completely changed into a different person. While
emanating a chilly aura, his eyes had darkened as he shot her a frosty glance.
That was the first time he revealed his identity to her.
Everyone else who was present felt as if they had suddenly been struck by
lightning.
Vivian, on the other hand, was rendered speechless.
She stared blankly into his huge obsidian eyes as if she had heard something
mindblowing. However, she didn’t believe a word he said.
He’s actually the bodyguard that Daddy arranged?
So is he like Mr. Frost?
Why?
Why haven’t I heard about this?
“Kurt…” She felt as if something was drifting further away from her. She got so
scared for a moment that she wanted to reach out and grab him.
However, Kurt loosened his grip.
“Rest assured. I will not stand between the two of you. I will only stop anything
from endangering your safety. I will not interfere with anything else.”

Then, he threw away the broken memory card in his hand and walked away.
Vivian was completely dumbfounded.
Suddenly, she panicked and chased after him.
However, Kurt’s movements were quick. A few minutes ago, he was telling Vivian
he was her bodyguard. But when she rushed out of the photoshoot studio, he was
nowhere to be found.
He’s as fast as Mr. Frost and the others.
“Kurt…”
Vivian, who was only sixteen, stood at the entrance of the photoshoot studio and
burst into tears.
Dwayne didn’t expect things to turn out like that. He glanced at the broken
pieces of the memory card and the camera in shock. He no longer dared to act
presumptuously.
“Vivian, I’ll send you home.”
“Go. Go away.”
Vivian finally got angry.
She was suddenly annoyed by Dwayne for some reason. If it weren’t for him, Kurt
wouldn’t have confessed, and they would still be able to get along as usual.
However, everything had changed.
At the thought of that, more tears continued to stream down her cheeks while
her heart ached even more.
At the same time, she suddenly recalled the events during the end of the year
back when she was twelve. Kurt suddenly returned but then left because she
drove him away. Afterward, he disappeared for four years.
So Daddy sent him away to train.
What about now?
Vivian had a sudden revelation. She felt a hint of panic and immediately took a
taxi home.
However, even after returning to Oceanic Estate, Kurt never appeared since that
day.

Vivian felt so miserable that she struggled even to breathe.
She went to ask Jonathan, Devin, and Sabrina if they saw him, but they all said
they didn’t and told her that he might have returned to school.
It seems like they have no clue about it either.
After all, Daddy’s plans are always the most secretive. Even in his unconscious
state, he had meticulously planned his every move.
Suddenly, she thought of Kurt when he went to school with her when he was only
ten years old.
She also thought about how he would always suddenly appear in the most
unexpected circumstances in the past three years. He never failed to show
himself, even when she was far away.
For the entire day, Vivian shut herself in her room and continued crying.
The next day was finally the day for her to attend classes again.
“Vivian, do you want me to pick you up?”
Dwayne, who hadn’t left, called again that day to ask if she wanted to go to
school with him.
“No. Go ahead,” Vivian refused.
She then began to pack her luggage.
Sabrina heard the news and couldn’t bear it. She wanted to send her to school,
but Vivian shook her head.
“No, Aunt Sabrina, I’m all grown up now. I’m turning seventeen after October. I
can go by myself.”
Sabrina was rendered speechless.
That day, Vivian dragged her luggage to the airport by herself.
The airport remained lively as usual. However, when Vivian saw the crowd when
she arrived, she suddenly turned around and started searching around the
waiting hall.
He’s supposed to protect me.
Is he here too?

She suddenly realized that Kurt might be at the airport watching her. She
dragged her luggage around and searched for him without even retrieving her
boarding pass.
“Kurt, I know you’re here. Please come out. I was wrong, and I won’t be stubborn
anymore. I’ll listen to you. Will you come out, please? Kurt!” she shouted his
name loudly, and her voice echoed throughout the airport.
However, there were no signs of Kurt even after her voice turned hoarse from
the shouting. Soon, tears rolled down her cheeks.
Maybe he won’t show up anymore.
Ever since that incident, he would only be in places where I couldn’t see him, just
like Calvin.

