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As she expected, Kurt’s cool and collected expression immediately
changed upon hearing that name. His eyes squinted, and suddenly, a
wave of icy aura was emitted around his body.

Vivian panicked and dashed toward Kurt before holding his arm again.

The latter lowered his gaze in response.

“You must believe me, Kurt! I didn’t know he’d be here today! No one
mentioned him when we were planning for this trip!” Vivian anxiously
explained to avoid any sort of misunderstanding.

Kurt looked at her and unknowingly toned down his icy aura.

Nonetheless, Dwayne had already spotted them and walked over to
them. “Hi, Vivi! You guys are here! Wait, isn’t that-” Dwayne was over
the moon when he saw Vivian there. However, he stopped talking and
froze when he saw the young man standing right beside her.

Upon seeing that, Vivian held Kurt’s arm ever so tightly and introduced
the young man curtly, “Yes, this is Kurt. Why are you here as well,
Dwayne? Amelia didn’t mention you were coming as well.”

She was eager to draw a line between Dwayne and herself after what
happened half a year ago.

Kurt pursed his lips after hearing Vivian’s words.
Instinctively, his gaze softened.

Dwayne was caught by surprise by Vivian’s directness. Suddenly, he lost
all his skills of socializing and stood still awkwardly.

“Well, my family is a stakeholder in this farm. So when my dad heard
about the harvesting, he needed to know the progress over the past
year,” explained Dwayne after he quickly came to his senses.
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However, that couldn’t be further from the truth. The reason he was
there was that he knew both the boys who were there that day.

Also, one of the three girls present, Amelia, was very fond of him.
Hence, she agreed straight away when he told her he wanted to tag
along without consulting Vivian.

“Yes, Vivi. Dwayne came because he wanted to see the progress made
on the farm. This is completely coincidental. Please don’t be mad,”
Amelia explained.

The other two boys quickly nodded in agreement.

Since it was concurred by them, Sonia and Vivian didn’t question
further.

As for Kurt, he couldn’t help but glare coldly at the foreign student.
Without saying a word, his stare was enough to petrify Dwayne as the
latter turned his head to avoid him.

What a weird kid! Isn’t he only younger than me by three to four years?
Why is he so vicious? He’s even more annoying now compared to half a
year ago.

With that, Dwayne didn’t dare to go near Vivian anymore. Along with
the two boys and Amelia, they walked toward the farm.

Seeing that, Sonia walked up to Vivian and asked, “Vivi, are we still
going in?”

“We’ll do as Kurt says! If he says no, then we shall head back at this
instant!” Much to everyone’s surprise, Vivian was willing to do as the
young man in her arms wished.

Sonia couldn’t help but chuckle in response.

On the other hand, Kurt blushed and looked the other way
embarrassingly. “Do as you like. You don’t have to ask me.”

“But, are you going?” Vivian leaned closely toward him and asked
affectionately. She was so near to him that he could feel her breath on
his neck.

Kurt was rendered speechless as he gritted his teeth.



Out of a sudden, he lifted her up effortlessly and walked toward the
farm.

“Hey! Why are you carrying me like you’re my daddy? My daddy used to
carry me like this when I was little. I’m not a purse! Put me down, Kurt!”

“Shut up!” he retorted back domineeringly.

Behind them, Sonia gaped in astonishment as she watched them go.
What a bizarre way to make an entrance! Damn! Don’t they know I’m
single? Why are they trying to display affection in front of me?

Sonia had no choice but to make her way toward the farm on her own.

Unlike the other countries where farmers only produce for their own
consumption, farms in Yartran were industrialized. These farmers
would often purchase a big piece of land and sell off their produce.

Amelia’s grandma was doing exactly that. That year, not only was the
farm harvesting potatoes, but they also invested in fish harvesting.
Hence, they had a huge lake on the farm. According to Sonia, they could
row and catch the fish in the lake while they were there.

“Okay. Now that we’re here, we should start assigning tasks! Amelia’s
grandma said our activities today should comprise harvesting potatoes
and catching fish! Besides that, we can even milk the cows.”
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“I want to milk the cows!” Mona excitedly put up her hand and told
them she’d milk the cows with her boyfriend.

Apparently, one of the boys on the trip was her boyfriend.

With that task out of the way, potatoes and fish were the only options
left.
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As the host, Amelia shifted her gaze toward the rest and asked, “Sonia
and Vivi, what would you guys like to do?”

“I want to go fishing with Vivi! We’re looking forward to rowing a boat,”
Sonia immediately answered because she knew how much Vivian was
looking forward to it.

Vivian got excited when she heard that. “Yes, Sonia, Kurt, and I will go
catch some fish.”

“All right, then. Dwayne and Levi, please follow me. We shall harvest
the potatoes.” Amelia had an apologetic look on her face as she looked
at Dwayne.

That was because she planned to go fishing with him on the beautiful
lake. How romantic it’d be to row and fish with him!

Right after Amelia’s words, Dwayne cleared his throat and halted Sonia
in her tracks. “Sonia, do you guys know how to row a boat?”

“Huh?” Sonia was puzzled. He’s right! I have no idea how to do that!

When she turned and wanted to consult the other two, she saw that
Kurt and Vivian had already walked away excitedly. In fact, each of
them had fishing nets and fishing jumpsuits in their hands, respectively.

“How about this? I’ll tag along. Considering how Vivian was brought up,
I doubt she knows anything about rowing a boat. As for Kurt, he’s just
too young. I’ll go along to see if they’re capable. If they are, I’ll leave,”
Dwayne suggested out of kindness.

Upon hearing that, Sonia had no reason to reject his suggestion.

When Vivian and Kurt arrived by the lake, they quickly changed and put
on their fishing jumpsuits. Suddenly, they saw the tall blonde guy
approaching along with Sonia.

“Vivi, Dwayne said he wanted to teach us how to operate the boat,”
Sonia uttered.

“A-All right, then.” Vivian agreed reluctantly.

Kurt didn’t protest.

After a few minutes, they all got onto the boat. By then, they’d just
realized that instead of rowing with oars, the boat had an engine on it.



“Thank goodness you’re here with us, Dwayne! Otherwise, we wouldn’t
know how to operate it.” Sonia was full of gratitude as she watched
Dwayne start the engine.

In response, Dwayne flashed her a smile. “Don’t mention it. Since I visit
here often, I saw this coming. Sit tight, everyone! We’ll leave soon.”

Then, he went back to preparing the boat for the fishing trip.

Seeing that, Vivian was getting moody and worried. It seems like he’s
going to be with us throughout the trip!

“Kurt?” she blurted.

“Could you please find some new ropes? The ones in this net are on the
verge of snapping.” As he was wearing the fishing jumpsuit and holding
the fishing net, Kurt finally took off his hoodie. As a result, his thick,
silky black hair was exposed. It was mesmerizingly shiny under the
blazing sun.

Vivian was flabbergasted. When she was passing the new ropes to Kurt,
her eyes were fixed on his facial features. What a pair of beautiful eyes!
He looks like a flawless character out of novels! That fair and delicate
face, dazzling eyes, and those eyelashes! Wow! How I wish I could put
my hands on them!

In fact, that was exactly what she did.

Instead of passing him the ropes, her soft fingers gently touched his
face when he was about to raise his gaze toward her.

Kurt was rendered speechless.

At that moment, it was as if time itself had come to a standstill. They
stared at each other affectionately, just inches apart. In fact, they were
so close to each other that Kurt could clearly see his reflection through
her crystal clear eyes.

Dwayne and Sonia were bewildered.

After more or less ten seconds, Dwayne had finally regained his
composure and started the engine with a grouchy expression.

Instantly, the boat rocked. Vivian was thrown toward Kurt’s chest after
she let out a scream.



To Kurt’s surprise, he instinctively held her tightly in his arms the
moment she was thrown at him. Without the slightest hint of
awkwardness, he had even held and pressed her head against his chest.
Everything happened so fast that his response was almost like a reflex.

In actuality, it was only natural for them to act that way with each other.
After all, they were a pair of childhood sweethearts.

After about ten minutes, they arrived at the center of the lake.

“We’re here! Finally, we can start catching fish!” Vivian was full of
excitement.

At that moment, she was in a phenomenal mood. Not only was she
about to fish, but also because Kurt didn’t shove her away, nor did he
get mad at her for touching his eyes.
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That was so embarrassing! Why did I do that just now? Vivian walked
hurriedly toward Sonia and avoided looking at that young man. She was
utterly embarrassed with herself.

At that moment, her face blushed as red as a rose.

From behind, Dwayne’s eyes were glued to her. However, he knew she
had somebody else on her mind. Since it was his first time facing a
rejection, he couldn’t help but sulk on his own at the stern of the boat.

“Dwayne, do you mind teaching us how to cast the fishing net?”

“Sure!” He put on a smile and walked over to Sonia.

The latter passed the net to him while Vivian was watching from the
side.
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Indeed, there was a trick behind casting a fishing net. Since the net
Amelia’s grandma gave to them was a small one, they could end up with
no fish at all if the net wasn’t cast properly.

Dwayne handsomely cast the net into the lake.

“Wow! You’re good at this, Dwayne!”

“Indeed! I wonder if we can catch some fish!” Vivian praised out loud.

She was so keen on catching fish that she was lying on her belly by the
side of the boat with her head just above the water as she looked at the
fish under it.

Kurt then walked toward her and lifted her by her life vest.

“Hey! What are you doing, Kurt? Why are you lifting me again? I want to
see the fish!” Vivian squirmed in protest.

However, the aloof young man didn’t give her a hoot. He lifted her
toward the seat on the deck before putting her down. “See them from
here,” he instructed expressionlessly.

Again, Dwayne and Sonia kept mum awkwardly.

Although Dwayne was fuming, there was nothing he could do.

After a while, they caught a lot of fish with the net. Out of a sudden,
the girls were jumping in excitement when they saw the catch.

“Wow! That’s a lot of fish!”

“Exactly! There are crabs and shrimps as well! Vivi, we’ve got some
shrimps!” Sonia squealed.

Upon hearing that, Vivian couldn’t stop herself from running toward
the catch and started picking out all the shrimps.

Indeed, another of the reasons for their visit was to catch some shrimps
and grill them back at the villa.

When Dwayne saw how happy Vivian was with the catch, he felt proud
of himself.



“Kurt, how about your net? Is it ready to be reeled in?” Dwayne shifted
his gaze toward him. Right then, Kurt was standing near the edge of the
boat.

Much to his annoyance, Kurt didn’t bother to answer him. Instead, Kurt
was staring blankly at the lake while ignoring his existence.

Seeing that, Dwayne was enraged. He glared at Kurt before noticing a
fishing line at the bottom of his own feet.

“Ah!” Dwayne yelled while pretending to trip on the fishing line before
tumbling down in Kurt’s direction.

The moment Dwayne thought he was pushing Kurt overboard, Kurt
effortlessly stepped aside. Suddenly, Dwayne was falling headfirst into
the lake instead.

Splash!

The splashing sound was so loud it spooked the fish in the net.

Vivian and Sonia were busy picking out the shrimps when they heard
the sound. They both stood up abruptly and asked, “What happened,
Kurt? What happened?”

“Everything’s fine.” Kurt stared at the person in the water
contemptuously.

Luckily for Dwayne, he knew how to swim. Otherwise, he’d have
drowned in the lake.

The moment he went afloat, he glared angrily at Kurt with his
bloodshot blue eyes. “How dare you?”

“Well, who started it first? I’m pretty sure it was you.” Although the
wind blew extremely strong that day, Kurt was standing steadily on the
edge of the boat.

Noticing that, Dwayne finally realized Kurt wasn’t one to mess around
with.

Suddenly, he remembered something. Half a year ago, he admitted that
he was a bodyguard sent by her dad to protect her. So? Are you trying
to make a move on the girl? Dwayne scoffed internally.



“Kurt, are you into your princess? What’s with you? Don’t you
remember what you said half a year ago? Are you going back on your
words?”

“What did you say?” Kurt was enraged by his words.

Almost immediately, a wave of murderous intent filled Kurt’s eyes.

While still in the water, Dwayne’s expression changed upon seeing that.
Nevertheless, he didn’t back down because he knew his words had hit a
nerve.

“Did I say something wrong? Otherwise, what else would the
interaction between the both of you mean? To be frank, if a bodyguard
from my family would act so despicably, we’d kill him right away. Kurt,
does her daddy know about this? Do you want me to tell him?” Dwayne
provoked.

A moment of total silence ensued. Not a single sound could be heard on
the lake.
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The next thing Dwayne felt was a hand forcefully grabbing onto his
head.

While still in the water, he felt a throbbing pain on the top of his head.
Before he could react, Kurt violently pushed him into the water while
also getting into the water himself.

“Ah!” He started convulsing vigorously underwater.

As fear crept upon him, he struggled with all his might as he tried to
break free by shaking off the hand on his head. While doing that, he
shouted for help.

Little did he know, the young man wasn’t a typical boy that he could
bully and get away with it.
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When Kurt was only ten, he managed to fight off a group of thugs right
outside his school. There was no way Dwayne was strong enough to
break free from Kurt.

Meanwhile, fury and anger welled up within Kurt. I’m going to drown
you in the lake!

Suddenly, a girl’s voice was heard coming from the other end of the
boat. “Kurt! What are you doing, Kurt? Let him go! Kurt!”

That voice belonged to Vivian. Finally, the girls had realized the
commotion.

Vivian threw aside whatever was in her hands and rushed toward them.
She shouted in shock when she saw both of them in the water.

Sonia reacted the same way.

The moment Kurt heard Vivian’s voice, the murderous aura from his
body gradually dispersed.

After a few minutes, he managed to get back onto the boat. As for
Dwayne, he needed Sonia and Vivian to drag him out of the water.
After that, he lay down in the boat weakly.

“A-Are you okay, Dwayne?” Vivian was worried when she saw how
disheveled he was.

Obviously, she wasn’t worried about Dwayne per se, but the trouble
Kurt would be in if anything bad happened. She was well aware of the
fact that Dwayne came from a formidable family as well.

Regardless of her intention, Dwayne suddenly felt a rush of energy
when he mistook her words for consolation.

“Vivi, I didn’t do anything wrong! All I did was say a few words to him,
and the next thing I knew, he shoved me into the water. Is this how
your bodyguard should act? Why is he so against me? Is it because he’s
still not happy about us taking photos together half a year ago?”
Dwayne grumbled.

Upon hearing that, Kurt clenched his injured fingers in anger.

As for Sonia, she was taken aback as a series of questions ran through
her mind. Bodyguard? Kurt? Is Kurt really Vivi’s bodyguard? How could
that be? Before this, he went to the same school as us! This time around,



he’s also studying at Atlantius University. How could he be Vivi’s
bodyguard?

Baffled, she gazed toward her friend standing right beside her.

At that moment, Vivian’s expression changed dramatically.

She stood up abruptly. Suddenly, the little girl who always had a mild
temperament was nowhere to be seen. Her eyes filled with rage, and
she said, “Dwayne, Kurt is not my bodyguard. H-He’s a part of our
family. Since we grew up together, he’s like a brother to me! My family
had never treated him as an outsider.”

Everyone went silent.

Her words got everyone gapping in disbelief, especially Dwayne.

As for Kurt, he could only look at Vivian in bewilderment. Family? What?
Did she say I’m a part of her family?

He was rooted to the ground for a long time.

Soon after, they brought the boat back. That was when Amelia and
Mona rushed toward them and asked what had happened. Apparently,
they saw everything, although they were on dry land.

Unfortunately, Vivian wasn’t in the mood to talk to any of them.

Since she was a very even-tempered girl with a passive attitude, almost
all of her friends took her for a fool. But contrary to what they thought
of her, she was actually a smart girl.

“Kurt, let’s leave here. There’s an assignment I need to complete.”
Vivian didn’t want Kurt to face the questions that the others were
about to ask him. Hence, she decided to leave with him.

Again, Kurt was stunned by Vivian’s actions. Why would she side with
me? Doesn’t she find me nosy anymore?

Kurt then pursed his lips slightly. “Oh, okay.”

With that, Vivian was ready to leave.

Amelia, who was nearby, ran quickly toward her. “Vivi! Are you guys
leaving already? We’ve only been here for less than two hours! In fact,
we’re just getting started.”



“Yes, we are. I’m sorry, Amelia. I just remembered about an assignment
which I have to complete. Kurt will follow me back. Sonia, how about
you? Do you want to go with me?” Vivian gazed toward Sonia.

Sonia was also a sensible girl. Besides, she saw what happened while
they were on the boat. Frankly, her impression of Dwayne had
worsened after that episode.

In the end, Sonia decided to follow Vivian and Kurt.

As for the people they left behind at the farm, none of them was happy
to see them leave, especially Dwayne.

“Dwayne, what should we do now? You’ve gone through all the
preparations for the trip for Vivian. Yet, everything was ruined by that
kid.” One of the boys was livid.

The other added, “Exactly! That kid is such an annoying buzzkill. As long
as he’s around, I don’t think there’s a chance for you to make a move on
Vivian, Dwayne.”

As soon as he heard their comments, Dwayne narrowed his darkened
eyes.

“If that’s the case, I guess we have to get rid of him,” Dwayne said
casually after a long stare.

Instantly, the facial expressions of both the boys turned grim.

“Get rid of him? But he’s part of the Hayes family. What is going to
happen to us if we lay a finger on him? Will the Hayeses come after us?”
one of them queried.

“You’re overthinking. He’s only a bodyguard for the Hayeses. I don’t
think they’d mind losing one bodyguard.” Dwayne’s voice was full of
mockery.
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That day, Vivian and Kurt didn’t leave the villa after heading back.
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When the weekend was over, Kurt was leaving for class.

“Kurt, if y-you’d like to come during the weekdays, y-you’re welcome.
I’d be here.” Vivian gathered all her courage as she said with her
blushing cheeks.

Kurt stopped in his tracks abruptly. Atlantius is so far from here! It’d
take more than two hours by train, and after that, I’d still need to take
a bus. If I were to come by every day after class, I’d only reach here late
at night!

However, his heart was melting by the second as he stood there.
Knowing that Vivian was looking forward to seeing him every day, he
started blushing as well.

“Okay.”

He agreed regardless of the trouble he’d have to go through every
night.

Vivian was over the moon after that. This is perfect! Now, I’d get to see
him every day!

That day, with a backpack on her back, she couldn’t help but keep
smiling all the way to school.

That was when Sonia bumped into her at the school’s entrance. Upon
seeing how good of a mood Vivian was in, she asked, “Did something
good happen? Why do you look so happy so early in the morning?”

Unsure of what to say, Vivian simply lowered her head shyly in
response.

“It’s nothing. I was just thinking about how close we are to completing
the design of Lady Adalyn’s dress! I’m so excited.”

“Oh, that’s true!” Sonia just remembered something. “I’d forgotten
about the purse I have to design for her! Let’s go inside. We’re racing
against time!”

And so, the pair of good friends held hands as they walked toward their
school.
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Upon arriving in the classroom, their teacher went up to them and told
them to hurry up because Adalyn’s party was being carried forward.

Both of them were getting anxious because they were running out of
time.

Throughout the day, they were both busy with designing tasks. In the
afternoon, Vivian had no choice but to leave the school because she
needed to buy some materials to make the dress.

“Where are you going, Vivi? Are you going to buy some materials for
the dress?”

To Vivian’s surprise, she bumped into Amelia and her boyfriend in a car
outside the school entrance.

Vivian had no idea why they were there. So, she asked, “Yes, I am. What
about the two of you?”

“I’m going out with my boyfriend. Hop in, Vivi! We’ll give you a ride,”
Amelia responded hastily.

Vivian went silent for a moment.

This is odd. Didn’t they go to the farm together last weekend? I’m sure
she was still single at that time. Suddenly they’re a couple now? After
hesitating for a while as she looked at the guy, Vivian agreed to follow
them.

I better not think too much about another’s personal matters. Also,
Amelia is nice to me in class. I don’t think it’s too much of an issue to
hitch a ride off them. Vivian then left the school in their car.

“Vivi, are you making Lady Adalyn’s dress?”

While they were in the car, Amelia saw Vivian busy altering an image on
her smartphone.

Vivian nodded in response. “Yes. I heard they’re carrying it forward!”

“I’ve heard about it as well. I’ve also heard that the party is being
organized by the royal family. I bet it’s going to be grand! Vivi, you
must do well, okay? Make sure there’s no mistake!”

Unexpectedly, Amelia was very well-informed.



Royal family? Vivian raised her gaze.

If that’s the case, don’t I need materials of higher quality? Why didn’t I
think of this? The rhinestones I have now aren’t good enough! The cloth
I’m using is too ordinary, I’m afraid.

At that moment, Vivian was starting to panic. “Amelia, m-maybe we
shouldn’t go to the wholesale market anymore. Let’s go to Premium
Mall instead.”

“Premium Mall?” Amelia shot her boyfriend a look.

After she saw him flashing a smile in response, she nodded and said to
Vivian, “All right. Let’s go to Premium Mall then.”

“Okay, thanks!” Vivian was full of gratitude.

After that, she continued designing the dress.

Premium Mall was one of the malls selling premium quality goods,
albeit pricey.

Normally, students like Vivian would go to a typical wholesale market
to buy their materials. That was where Vivian used to go as well.

However, this time around, she needed premiummaterials to make
Adalyn’s dress. She had only been to Premium Mall once or twice
before.

As Vivian was focused on designing, she wasn’t aware she was being
betrayed by her friend.

Amelia texted Dwayne: Dwayne, Vivi is with us.

Dwayne: Okay. All you need to do is send her there. I’ll take care of the
rest.

With that, the car was moving ever faster.

After around twenty minutes, they’d arrived at Premium Mall.

“Vivi, we’re here!”

“Oh, okay. Amelia, I can’t thank you guys enough!” Vivian took her bag
before getting out of the car and thanked Amelia.
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