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In The Closet
The Heard family was very influential in Jadeborough back then.
One could even say that they were as powerful as the Jadesons. Had it
not been for the scandal, the Heards could have surpassed the Jadesons.“I
remember how your grandfather refused to let me join the army and
insisted that I stay at the White House. However, after the Heard family
scandal broke out, he had a change of heart. Suddenly, he had no
problem with me enlisting,” explained Shin.
Upon hearing that, Sebastian raised an eyebrow curiously and put his
teacup down. “What scandal?”
“It was said that Mrs. White got pregnant before marriage, so the Heards
moved mountains to cover the story up. However, she did stay out of
public eyes for several months after word got out,” answered Shin
calmly.
The incident caused quite a stir in Jadeborough back then because of how
renowned the Heards were. The fact that it happened just before the
election only made the predicament much worse for the family.
Even Jonathan was quite shocked when he heard the rumor.
However, it did not take long for the Heards to turn the story around by
convincing the public that Elizabeth had a tumor in her stomach and that
she was sent overseas for treatment.
They even hired a foreign doctor to make their story more credible.
Even though the scandal eventually died down, those in the city’s upper
class still found the Heards’ explanation hard to believe. As for Jonathan,

he decided to let Shin join the army because he knew the Heards would
not stand a chance in the coming election, and as expected, they lost.
What Jonathan did not expect, though, was that a young man named
Alfred White from Xenhall would ascend to the White House in just a
few years. Not only that, but Alfred also married Elizabeth.
It turned out that the Heards were playing the long game.
“That means Eddie was the mastermind behind it all.”
“Correct. Alfred was just Eddie’s puppet. But you already know that,
don’t you? On top of that, his sickly son, Baylor, was an assassin of The
Coffee Shop,” sighed Shin after nodding at Sebastian, who did not expect
to find Eddie behind yet another conspiracy.
If nothing else, Sebastian was impressed by how crafty the old fox was.
“So where’s the child now? Have you found him yet?” continued Shin
with his questions.
“No,” replied Sebastian in all honesty.
Shin froze when he heard his son’s response. No? So even Sebastian has
bad days, huh?
Because of how capable Sebastian always seemed, Shin found it
surprising that his son had no answer to his question.
Suddenly, Sebastian’s face turned grim.
“Is that so hard to believe? I doubt that Eddie got Mrs. White pregnant
because he only wanted to be a father. That child’s probably nothing
more than a tool to him—a tool he didn’t want anybody else to find.”

Sebastian could not believe that he had to explain something so obvious
to the elderly man who was supposed to be wiser than him.
After a few awkward coughs, Shin grabbed the kettle and refilled his
son’s teacup. “Here. Have some more tea.”
The father and son then continued with their game until Sasha suddenly
drove up to them.
“When are you coming home, Sebby? It’s almost Christmas,” inquired
Sasha.
Christmas? The two men in the pavilion were stunned when they heard
the word.
Right! It’ll be Christmas Eve in a few days, and after that, Christmas!
Shin set his teacup down before smiling brightly at the couple. “She’s
right, Sebastian. It’s almost Christmas, so you should go home. Spend
some time with your family.”
Sasha shifted her attention to Shin as soon as she heard the elderly man.
“Wait a second. Aren’t you coming with us, Master?”
Since she already knew that Shin was family, Sasha thought it would
only be right for the elderly man to spend the holiday with them.
However, Shin turned the woman down by shaking his head.
“Thank you for the kind offer, but I’m a monk now. This is where I
belong. You two have a safe trip now.”
“But—”
“Go!” interrupted Shin before turning around to leave, refusing to give
Sasha a chance to finish her sentence.

Still, Sasha decided that she was not about to stand by while Shin walked
away from her, so she raced to the temple door and grabbed the elderly
man by the arm.
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“Sebby, are you mad?”
“No.”
Surprisingly, Sebastian denied that he got mad just now after she grabbed
him.
Sasha was confused. “Then… What’s up with you just now?”
“No point trying to talk him out of it anymore. I was born in November
as well. He was at war when my mother gave birth to me. He never knew
that my mother was still alive after the war. It wasn’t until my mother
passed away that he found out about it. It really isn’t necessary…”
He trailed off, as if he was talking to himself rather than Sasha.
Sasha was stunned.
It isn’t necessary? Is he finally going to let go of his grudges?
Sasha stared at his side profile and noticed he no longer looked as cold as
before. She couldn’t help but feel a hint of sadness for him.
Time had smoothened all his sharp edges. He was more forgiving toward
the people around him, including his parents.

Sasha and Sebastian made their way home soon after.
The next day, Ian, Matteo, and Devin were gathered at Oceanic Estate
since Christmas was just around the corner.
Vivian was the only one missing as she stayed behind at the hospital to
take care of Kurt, who was still unconscious.
“Vivi, is Kurt going to regain consciousness before Christmas?”
Nina stayed backed at the hospital to look after Kurt as well.
Vivian kept quiet.
She filled a basin of hot water, wrapped his hands with some hot towels,
and massaged it.
The heater was on since it was a cold day that day. However, after his
body collapsed, his hand and face almost always felt cold to the touch. It
was as if the blood that gave him life never flowed through his limbs.
Will he regain consciousness? Of course not.
Grayson had checked Kurt up when he first arrived at the hospital.
According to him, it would take Kurt more than a year and a half to
recover.
Vivian lowered her eyes and warmed Kurt’s hand with the hot towel. She
then picked up the nail clipper and trimmed his long fingernails.
Nina remained silent.
She lowered her head. After a short while, she turned around and left.
Vivian and Kurt were the only ones left in the room.

“Hey there, nice to meet you, Nina. Did you come out to play?”
“Yes.”
Nina stared at the nurse who had patted her head and nodded obediently.
She wasn’t as bad-tempered anymore and would keep her temper in
check when she met people who were kind to her, as her mother told her
to.
Nina made her way downstairs.
She was about to head out to the garden when she suddenly saw a
smart-looking young man dressed in an olive green shirt walking toward
her.
“Oh? Nina, what are you doing here? Where’s Vivi?”
It was Matteo who had just returned home.
He headed over to the hospital to look for Vivian after he heard that she
was over at the hospital.
Nina stared at him with her beautiful upturned eyes. She wasn’t very
fond of Matteo because she saw him involved in a fight with Kurt back at
the palace.
It was a fierce battle and Kurt was injured in the process.
Moreover, he was always trying to find fault whenever he visits the
palace.
Hence, Nina despised him.
“What’s wrong, Nina? That is such a menacing glare you’ve got there.”

Matteo approached Nina with a big grin on his face and ruffled her hair.
“Don’t touch me!”
Nina immediately dodged. She wasn’t very happy about it.
Matteo was shocked.
“Tsk tsk. No wonder you two are siblings. You’re just as defensive as
your brother back then.”
Nina kept quiet and glared at him angrily.
It wasn’t until the dashing young man grabbed the back of her collar and
lifted her as if he was an eagle catching his prey.
“Ah! Let go of me! Let me go!”
“Shut up! I’ll throw you to the ground if you don’t.” Nina’s screams
didn’t faze him at all.
After all, he was used to dealing with Jaena’s antics already and knew
how to navigate his way around the little monster Jadeson.
Matteo and Nina returned to the ward.
“Matt, you’re back!”
Vivian, who had been busying herself with Kurt that afternoon,
brightened up when she saw Matteo. She put everything aside and stood
up with a bright smile.
Matteo nodded.
He then tossed Nina onto the other hospital bed in the ward.

Nina was speechless.
“What happened to her?” asked Vivian.
Matteo shrugged. “Oh, it’s nothing. I saw her running around the
hallways downstairs, so I brought her back. Right, Mom mentioned that
you’ve been staying in the hospital. Aren’t you going home for dinner?”
He turned to Vivian and asked the moment he laid eyes on her.
It was his first time seeing Vivian look so haggard. She had lost the light
in her eyes after spending some time at the hospital.
Matteo’s heart ached for her.

