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Another person who had a sleepless night was Devin.

After sending Kira to the hospital, her condition stabilized quickly. He sat
in her ward and finally took out his phone again.

Devin didn’t even know what he was doing.

Yet, when he focused on his phone screen again, he realized it was
showing someone’s social media profile.

What has gotten into me?

Furious, he was about to exit the page but the top post on her account
appeared in sight.

I finally get to eat my favorite sea bass today! It’s delicious! The post was
accompanied by a photo of cooked sea bass.

Sea bass? Her favorite dish is sea bass?

His brows furrowed together. Before he could put down his phone, he
spotted a man’s reflection on the glass plate that the sea bass was served
on.

It was a man wearing glasses!

Crack!

His fists balled up.

“Devin…” Right then, Kira regained consciousness after her temperature
receded.

Devin said nothing as he stared at the post. Before he realized it, his
fingers glided over the screen deftly.

Devin: What have you done? That smuggler has returned to Adonia to the
Sheerwood family. Has my order fallen on deaf ears?

Member A: Sorry, Major. We’re on it right now.
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Member B: Got it, Major. On it now!

Member C: We shall reflect on our mistake and carry out your order ASAP!

The squad members promptly offered their apologies and promised to get
to the bottom of this as soon as possible.

Did I just send that post to the special forces platoon group chat?

The man stared at his phone and zoned out briefly.

“Devin?” Kira coughed and struggled to sit up since he had ignored her.

The moment she sat up, it felt like the whole world was spinning. She
promptly collapsed back to the bed. “Devin.”

Finally, Devin heard her voice.

“You’re awake? How do you feel? Are you feeling better?” he asked,
pocketing his phone. As she made to sit up, he went to her and helped her
up.

It was normal for him to offer his help, for she was his cousin and a patient
now.

However, Kira beamed happily at his action, her every pore oozing delight.

“I feel better now. I’m sorry, Devin.”

After sitting up, she hung her head low sadly at the thought of troubling
Devin.

Devin got her a glass of water.

He only saw her as a cousin sister and nothing more. It was obvious by how
he defended her in front of his mother.

Thus, he didn’t notice her current expression.

Devin pulled a chair to her bed and sat down. “There’s no need to
apologize. You didn’t do it on purpose, anyway. I have a question, though.
How did Shanae find out we’re after the smugglers and left you in their
hands?” he questioned.

At once, a trace of anxiety appeared on Kira’s face, but it disappeared
swiftly.



It would be impossible to notice that if one didn’t pay enough attention to
her.

“I-I have no idea. After forcing me to drug you back in Coldbridge, she then
kicked me out,” Kira revealed in a shaking voice.

“She kicked you out?”

“Yes. Back then, the White House was in chaos, and Alfred was crushed by
your cousin. As a result, I lost my backing. After what happened at
Coldbridge, I left your place and got captured by her men,” Kira explained,
tears pooling in her eyes.

Devin’s expression turned grim.

Indeed, when he checked the surveillance cameras, it was her who had
drugged him.

He was so furious back there that he swore to skin her alive!

However, his grandfather, Jonathan, then showed up. Utterly
disappointed, he prepared to resign and leave the Jadeson family. As a
result, he ended up forgetting about the matter.

Now that he thought about it, it seemed that he didn’t see her in
Jadeborough.

So it turns out Shanae kicked her out that very night?

Devin found it hard to believe that a pretty face in the Woods family was
capable of doing that.

Who are the forces backing her up?

“Tell me. Where did they bring you after capturing you?”

“I don’t know, Devin. They kept me in a van after abducting me. One day,
when they brought me out for a breather, I heard them mention your
name. I was so excited and revealed that you’re my cousin. I’m really sorry
about that, Devin.”

Finally, the reason Kira was brought to Devin was uncovered.

She belatedly realized that her cowardice action had ruined Devin’s plan
and hung her head low as tears streamed down her cheeks.

Silence ensued.
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If she was telling the truth, Devin wouldn’t get mad at her.

Though the plan was of utmost importance, it was equally important for
them to save the hostage’s life. After all, their goal was to protect the
people’s lives and property.

Devin stared at her for some time and decided not to say anything.

“Get some rest. I’m glad you’re fine. I need to return to the military base
now,” he said and stood up.

Kira panicked and grabbed his arm without warning.

“Devin, can you keep me company here? I’ve just regained consciousness
and can’t move around. I’m afraid as it’s too dark here.”

She looked out of the window, tears glistening in her eyes. Her face was
pale, as though she hadn’t recovered from the shock. She held onto
Devin’s arm tightly, refusing to let go.

The helpless expression of a damsel in distress was usually catnip for a
man’s protective instincts.

Alas, Devin took one look at her and frowned before retracting his arm.

Kira was dumbfounded by his response.

“Stop it. I’m here to work, not to fool around!” he declared sternly.

In a split second, his expression turned grim and annoyed.

Kira shuddered. She dared not utter a single word.

She was fearless, but the only thing that would scare her witless was her
cousin’s rage.

Shortly after, Devin made his leave.

A special forces squad member arrived not long after and stood watch
outside her door.
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Two hours later, at the base.

“Major, you’re finally back. I’ve investigated Ms. Woods’ story. She had
been in the smugglers’ hands for a few days, but they claimed not to know
who Shanae Woods is.”

“They don’t know her?” Devin was scowling as he listened to Henrick’s
report. “If they don’t know who she is, how did Kira end up in their hands?”

“Major, please allow me to finish. They don’t know who Shanae is, as they
had always contacted someone known as Drakon. Shanae seems to be his
mistress!”

Henrick whipped out a photo.

Devin glanced at the photo. Indeed, the woman wearing shades standing
next to a burly man full of tattoos was none other than Shanae Woods.

His expression immediately soured.

“She has a death wish! Where is she? Have you found her?”

“No. When we arrived, everyone, including Shanae, had made their escape.
The Woods family just found out about this, and Old Mr. Jadeson is fuming,
too,” Henrick explained.

The investigation report stunned and shocked everyone to the core.

After all, Shanae was pretty and wealthy. There was no reason for her to
end up with a thug like Drakon.

Jonathan had even selected her as a candidate for his
granddaughter-in-law. Thus, her action struck them as ridiculous.

Devin’s expression darkened in fury as he commanded, “Relay my orders.
Capture both of them alive!”

“Yes, Major. Is your cousin clear of suspicion now? She didn’t lie, for it was
Shanae who did this to her,” Henrick mentioned Kira out of a sudden.

Devin still refused to buy his cousin’s explanation. As an experienced
commander, there was no way he’d believe her explanation without solid
proof.

Hence, when he was sending Kira to the hospital, he told his men to
investigate Shanae.



It never crossed his mind that Kira was telling the truth.

“Leave it for the time being. We’ll talk about it after she recovers and
returns home.”

Knitting his brows, Devin made up his mind.

It wasn’t that his doubt was dispelled. Now, their mission was more
important!

Henrick nodded and left.

A few hours later, the elite team formed by elites from various countries
came up with a new plan to capture the criminals who had escaped. In the
end, they decided to move their base.

In the hospital, Kira could already get off the bed. “Move their base?”
When she heard the news, her face paled instantly.

Is he going to leave again? What about me?

Her fingers dug into her palms forcefully.

The squad member who had just updated her assured her, “Don’t worry,
Ms. Woods. Major had made the arrangements. When you recover, I’ll send
you back home.”

Kira didn’t speak.

She ignored him and trudged out of her ward slowly.

That very afternoon, when the squad member was about to pay the
medical fee before Kira’s discharge from the hospital, a loud boom echoed
around the hospital.

Everyone descended into chaos.

“Terrorists have arrived! Flee for your life!”

“Help! Help!”

Everyone screamed. Even the doctors and nurses were panicking.

The squad member visibly blanched and dashed toward the emergency
room without hesitation.



They were in a war zone, so it was normal for terrorist attacks to happen.

Upon his arrival, screams pierced the air.

There was an explosion in the emergency room, too!
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The squad member’s eyes turned bloodshot as he dashed forward while
yelling, “Ms. Woods? Ms. Woods, where are you?”

“I’m here, Mr. Dahl! I’m here…”

Amidst the ruckus, a familiar female voice rang out, accompanied by a
series of coughs. She seemed shaken.

The squad member, Karsten Dahl, scurried toward her instantly.

Indeed, in the emergency ward that was blown up, he saw a woman curled
up in a corner shaking in fear. She was both bruised and battered from the
explosion.

“Ms. Woods, don’t be afraid. Are you all right?” Karsten hurried to her side
and checked her condition.

Luckily, though she was injured, it wasn’t serious. The moment Karsten
arrived, Kira collapsed to the ground in fear.

“Devin! I-I want Devin…” she wailed like a traumatized child.

Grabbing Karsten’s arm, she demanded to see Devin.

Karsten was at a loss for words.

He took one look at her and picked her up.

After they entered his SUV parked outside the hospital, he drove back to
their base.

Back in Avenport.
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To prepare for tonight’s dinner with Solomon and the Hayeses, Sasha
woke up early to head to the hotel so that she could select the dishes
herself.

Sebastian could barely conceal the shadow on his face.

“You seem to care for him a lot,” he remarked gloomily.

“Ah?” Sasha raised her head and looked at him. “Sebby, stop it. I’m doing
this for you! If he resigns, you’ll have to return to Hayes Corporation!” she
uttered with a pout.

Sebastian fell silent. What’s going on? I’m the upset one, but why do I have
to coax her now? She’s grown smart now, huh?

Realizing the situation was now in her control, the man clenched his teeth
angrily.

The moment she shot him a pitiful gaze, his heart had already melted into
a puddle.

He strode over and pulled her into his embrace before planting a firm kiss
on her lips as a form of punishment. He then released her.

“All right. Drive safe. I won’t be home today.”

“Mm?” Sasha’s brain was fuzzy from the sudden kiss. His words didn’t
really register in her brain.

“Where are you going?”

“I have an appointment with the customs” Sebastian answered. He didn’t
reveal much, though.

Customs? Is this about the Jadesons’ smelting plant? How does it concern
the customs? Is it part of something complicated?

Sasha broke out into a cold sweat.

However, she didn’t press the issue any further.

After all, she knew the Jadesons weren’t ordinary businesspeople. They
also had connections with the political world.

Ten minutes after Sasha left, Sebastian grabbed his keys and went down
the stairs.



On the way out, he heard a commotion from Ian’s room that was right
beside the stairs.

“Hurry, Daddy’s coming downstairs. We have to end the call so that he
won’t find out!” An adorable voice demanded anxiously.

Sebastian heard footsteps pacing around nervously inside, and everyone
stopped talking.

Little imp, I’m not deaf!

Sebastian pretended not to hear them and walked down the stairs calmly.

When his car disappeared from sight, the three kids ran out of the room
and made sure he had left for real before heaving sighs of relief.

“Thank goodness he didn’t find out.”

“Right. If Daddy finds out we’ve been video calling Great-grandpa, he’ll
yell at us. Matt, Ian, I heard him first. I did a good job, right?” Vivian leaned
on the railing as she tried to fish for praise.

Matteo patted her head. “Yes, you did a good job. Remember to always
stay alert!”

“Mm!” Though Ian was a child of few words, he responded in the positive.

The three of them went back to Ian’s room.

“Ian, Great-grandpa wants to visit us. What should we do? He also
reminded us to keep it a secret from Daddy. What is going on?” Matt asked
in confusion.

Vivian chimed in, “Yeah, I don’t get it, too.”

A cool glint flashed across Ian’s face. “He’s too proud!”

Both Matteo and Vivian were speechless.

Blinking in confusion, Vivian stared at Matt before turning to Matt as her
father’s expressionless face appeared in her mind.
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Worthless pride?

Is this a disease? It looks like it runs in the family.

Finally, the three children decided to tell Great-grandpa to come over
during Grandpa’s birthday.

Because both Daddy and Mommy would be busy celebrating Grandpa’s
birthday, and they could take the opportunity to sneak out and see him.

The little children were proud of their clever idea.

However, little did they know, just when they decided, Sebastian, who was
driving the car, had already called Mark from Jadeborough.

“Hello? Mr. Sebastian?”

Mark was flattered to receive the sudden phone call from Sebastian.

“Tell the old man not to come over here these days,” Sebastian said
expressionlessly.

Huh?

Mark was taken aback for a brief moment. “Why? Mr. Jadeson misses the
children. He even said that he will be visiting them in a few days.”

He didn’t hide it from him.

But Sebastian denied without hesitation.

“The matters of the smelting plant is not something simple. The rare-earth
metal is a highly profitable industry by itself. Some of them could even be
directly used in the military. If someone uses the Jadesons name to start a
smelting plant, there will be no way for the Jadesons to get away if
anything happens.”

Droplets of sweat started to drip from his forehead.

Mark didn’t dare to say a word.

“So…what do you plan to do, Mr. Sebastian?”
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“Not much. I will get back what is mine one step at a time. If he comes,
everyone will know what I’m doing. Does he think he’s living a peaceful life
for too long?

His last words were utterly unbearable.

Mark was shocked and horrified after hearing him. However, he found that
those words couldn’t be more appropriate.

Sebastian would always be Sebastian. His wit and vision were beyond
compare.

For many years, the Jadesons had never paid any attention to the smelting
plant. They only treated it as a tool to make money at best, as long as it
could make themmoney.

Especially for Stephen. He would sometimes resent the smelting plant
because it could only excel in the coal mining business, whereas the
glassworks factory had superior sales potential.

But now Sebastian told him that the smelting plant was the real cash cow.

He also said that the smelting plant was linked to the military. If that was
really the case, if someone were to smuggle the rare-earth metals in the
name of the Jadesons to the military…

Mark didn’t dare to imagine the consequences.

“I see. Mr. Sebastian, I’ll go to Mr. Jadeson and ask him not to go.” He
hurriedly assured Sebastian before hanging up the phone and going
straight to the Oceanic Estate.

At the Oceanic Estate

In his study, Jonathan was happy to finally set up the time to meet with his
little great-grandsons.

Janice, who came in with a cup of coffee, couldn’t help but tease, “Mr.
Jadeson, did something good happen? I haven’t seen you being so happy
for a long time.”

“Well, I will be going to Avenport in two days,” Jonathan confessed
happily.

Avenport?



Janice was also a pretty clever person. When she heard it, she immediately
understood and got overjoyed by the news.

“Is that true? That’s great. I quite miss them. Can I make some pastry for
you to bring it there? Sasha really likes our Gossamer Creek pastry.”

“Why not? Make more.” Jonathan casually agreed. He even requested for
her to make more.

Janice went out happily.

After a while, Mark arrived and heard Jonathan in the study. He
immediately went in and looked for him. “Mr. Jadeson, I’m afraid that you
can’t go to Avenport.

“What?”

Jonathan instantly became displeased.

“Why can’t I go? You dare to stop me?” He got angry and started to curse.

Mark quickly explained, “It’s not like that. Mr. Sebastian called me, saying
that he had found something at the smelting plant. He said that it’s better
that you don’t go because you might alert the public.”

“What?”

Jonathan froze.

Alert the public?

He didn’t understand. However, he controlled his emotions after hearing
about the brat.

“What do you mean? What did he find at the smelting plant? Didn’t I only
allow him to take care of the property of the Jadesons? Why is he
investigating now? Is there a problem with the smelting plant?”

“Yes!” Mark’s expression became solemn.

“Mr. Jadeson, our factory actually had more potential income in the past
few decades. Mr. Sebastian found out that a mine in the north that is
mining rare-earth metals had more profits than our factory’s annual
performance!”

Jonathan finally kept quiet. He didn’t know much about business, but he
wasn’t ignorant. He understood now that he had heard fromMark.



So, where did it all go?

Who had the guts to steal from the Jadesons?

Jonathan’s expression became stern. “I see. Would you please tell him to
investigate thoroughly? I won’t be going there during this period.”
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“I will! By the way, Mr. Jadeson. I was wondering, how did you get your
hands on our smelting plant back then? I seem to have never heard you
mention it.”

“The White House gave it to me. Back then, I made significant
contributions to the country, so they gave me the Oceanic Estate and the
smelting plant.

Mark didn’t say a word for a long time.

On the same day, Sasha was busy planning meals at the hotel.

She personally went to the Palace Hotel to place orders for food, then
went to the Hayes Residence to inform the Hayeses. By the time she was
done, it was already afternoon.

Sasha: Sab, are you at the office? Have you seen Solomon?

Sabrina: Why are you always asking me about that piece of trash, you
weirdo? Do I look like his secretary who knows about his whereabouts
whenever?

Sasha felt helpless when she received the reply on WhatsApp.

She obviously cared about the matter. She just didn’t want to admit it.

Sasha didn’t bother her anymore. She returned to Frontier Bay and
planned to go back to the hotel at night.

“Mrs. Hayes, you’re finally back. I received a call moments ago. Mr.
Sebastian got drunk at Norden Isle and asked you to pick him up.”

“Huh?”
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Sasha was stunned when she heard about it after having just returned.

Sebastian got drunk?

That’s not right. Before I went out in the morning, didn’t he tell me that he
was going to the customs? Why is he at Norden Isle?

Could it be that he had another meeting for dinner later at Norden Isle?

After returning from her thoughts, she returned to the garage and drove
out in the white Porsche.

She could understand if Sebastian was drunk at a dinner and asked for her
to pick him up because he used to ask for someone to pick him up when he
got drunk from socializing back then.

However, he would ask Luke or Karl to pick him up.

But now, Luke was busy helping at Hayes Corporation, and Karl’s
whereabouts were unknown. Sasha and the others have not seen him since
they came to Avenport.

Sasha drove at high speed. Shortly after, she arrived at the Norden Isle
pier.

“Are you Mrs. Hayes?”

“Yes. And you are?”

“We are Mr. Giovanni’s subordinates. They had us wait here for you when
they heard you were coming.” The two men who were waiting at the pier
and explained to Sasha politely.

Only then did Sasha understand.

“You director is too kind. I am familiar with Norden Isle, so he didn’t have
to worry about me. Thanks for welcoming me.”

“It’s our pleasure. In fact, any of us could have sent Mr. Hayes home. But
he kept calling for you, so there was nothing we could do.” The two of
them showed a very embarrassed expression, and Sasha blushed upon
hearing it.

Why is he so unreserved after having a bit too much to drink? What
happened to his noble and glamorous attitude? Sasha was embarrassed by
Sebastian. She quickly followed them onto the boat and headed for
Norden Isle.



Norden Isle was actually a delta located at the mouth of a river in
Avenport. The alluvium of the river formed it over the years. Despite its
small surface area, the scenery on the island was breathtaking due to the
serene waters surrounding it.

Back when Sebastian was in charge of Hayes Corporation, he was
captivated by its beauty. So he spent a lot of money to build an expansive
five-star hotel on it.

There was also an abundance of leisure and entertainment attractions
around the hotel.

Therefore, Sasha was no stranger to Norden Isle. She could even
remember the exact distance between the two places.

However, when she was on the speedboat, they suddenly stopped in the
middle of the river.

“What’s wrong?”

“Apologies, Mrs. Hayes. It seems like the engine on the speedboat is
having some problems. We will handle it immediately.”

After explaining the situation of the speedboat apologetically, one of
them quickly went to fix the engine.

Sasha couldn’t say anything more. She took out her phone to call the
drunk Sebastian on the island to inform him about the situation so he
wouldn’t worry.

“Ring… Ring…”

“Hello, the number you have dialed is temporarily unavailable.”

Darn it! I can’t even make a phone call on this darn island!

Sasha twitched her eyebrows and was about to attempt calling again. At
this moment, there was a notification on WhatsApp. Someone sent her a
message.

Sabrina: What the hell! That lunatic announced his resignation!

Sasha stared at the text for a few seconds as she couldn’t even react.

Did I read that wrong?

Sabrina: I’m going there to kill him right now!



Another relentless message came in. Sasha could feel the presence of
Sabrina’s fury just by looking at her smartphone.

It took a while for Sasha to regain her senses. She quickly tapped on
Sabrina for a video call.

“Hello? Sab?”

“What are you calling me for? I’m going out now. I’m going to kill that
useless man. That lunatic is really driving me crazy.”
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