f away. Though she seemed frazzled, the wor
composed.

Shouldn't the hospital accept responsibility for what happen
the woman yelled, her eyes blazing with rage.

Melissa remained silent while on the platform because she had 4
sufficient evidence to show that neither she nor the hospital
was liable for the incident.

The hospital director presented the prior discharge reports,
showing the doctor's and the department director's
recommendations. The patient was advised against leaving the
hospital since the risk of infection at the beginning of the
healing process might be quite high and could result in the
patient's death

However, Elliot's wife was adamant about letting her husband
leave the hospital. '

The woman crying in front of the cameras had now seen all the i
proof.

"My husband could not afford to stay anothe d_ &
hospital since we are poor. To save mone ‘
leave after his operation and recuperate in

' "e en sold our house to pay off the bill. I s




&

ruth had been buried again, but |

il

h’durryla“ter,- Melissa and that woman were seated at a hotel.

(4%

i
| If they offer you money, accept it. Just tell them you're not

going to contact the authorities. After that, return to your

\
|

. hometown with your child and the money. Your child will take
. the college admission test soon, so you should travel home as

quickly as possible."

. Melissa smiled and offered the woman some money.

This was an agreement between them. After the woman helped
Melissa get all the evidence, she wouldn't hold the woman
accountable.

The woman's plight had prompted Melissa to offer pity. A
mother would go through any hardship for her child, so Melissa
felt sorry for the woman before her.

The woman sobbed as she accepted the money. She thanked
her and then apologized before leaving.

Even if the matter was resolved, Melissa still had other things
to do. She wanted to make sure that woman was safe. Thus,
' she had to hold back on telling everyone the truth.

. Melissa was still quite busy as the hospital returned to n

fter this incident, she gained even more popularity,
ople sought her out.

her hand, Everett clenched his




o

ck on the
d turned to face the door.

Mr. Mayfield, Miss Arielle Sherman has come to see yo
- Ihe assistant spoke anxiously from outside the door. After

‘he had just handed a document to his boss, and now Ari
had arrived.

“"Why is she here? | don't want to talk to her."
After what had happened, Everett had little interest in seeing

Arielle. He was disappointed by members of the Sherman
family. Also, the truth of the past was still being looked into.




ant nodded and left. Not long after, the
n outside.

Ittranspired that Arielle didn't believe Everett didn't want t »
her, so she had broken in. As soon as she went upstairs,
saw Lindsey by the elevator.

Arielle stared in shock at the little girl.

What was she doing here? Had Melissa confessed everything E
to Everett? Sure enough, Melissa had returned to get between
her and Everett!

With this on her mind, Arielle grabbed hold of Lindsey's arm.
"Where's your mother? Is she in Everett's office? You bastard,
you don't even know who your father is," Arielle blurted out.

This scared Lindsey so much that she burst into tears. At the
sound of her crying, people began to pay attention. Merrick
came running over as soon as he heard it.

When he saw Arielle holding onto his sister, who was crying her.
eyes out, he was flooded with worry and rushed over, biting
Arielle's hand.

‘Damn it!" Arielle shouted from the pain, before shaking M

~ As an adult, she was much stronger than him, and
full effect as she threw Merrick across n.
ik 7 :




owing who she was, nobody da

e had done.

hat are you staring at? He bit me," Arielle expl'a*‘in‘é"" T
faced and angry. She hadn't expected to see Everett there.
Suddenly her face dropped, all anger vanishing, and she loo,keé!‘:”;
at Everett. "My hand, Everett, it hurts," she said. -

Arielle was used to acting like a spoiled child in front of Everett, ;

and it always worked. It didn't even occur to her that he
wouldn't care about her at al| this time.

Seeing that Merrick was injured, Everett remembered the last
time he saw Arielle, and it just made him hate her all the more.

‘Call a doctor.'

He picked up Merrick, taking him from his assistant, and carried
him back to his office.

Everyone was so used to seeing Arielle making a scene and
Everett just putting up with it that this shocked them to their
core. The CEO had changed.

'Send Miss Sherman away, please."

Everett didn't even give her a chance to come in and explz
He just told his assistant to get rid of her.




s

he could "g'e:t to the Mayfiel '

Arielle couldn't just let that go, no way.

‘She left in a fit of pique. She would go and see Em
‘could come up with some way to teach the two childr

- lesson. Did Melissa really think she could just come back a
marry Everett?

That was just a pipe dream.

{
When Arielle got home, she was still raging. She shouted at the
servants and vented her anger. It made her feel better.




In Everett's office, he looked on anxiously as the doctortrea h
Merrick's hand.

It hurt him to look at the blood-soaked gauze.

“Keep it dry, no going in the water, and it will be fine in a few
days,” the doctor said, looking at Everett.

“Okay.”

Everett gestured for his assistant to see the doctor out and
then looked at the person lying on the sofa.

Merrick comforted his sister, but deep down, he thought this
was all Everett's fault

Every time they met Arielle, something bad happened. Last
time, she had kicked their dog, who took a really long time to
recover. This time, she was bullying his sister.

No wonder his mommy didn't like either of them, neither did he.

‘Does it hurt, Merrick?"




he upset that had occurred, even Lindsey was |
differently about Everett,

You're welcome. Your presence here made me very happy,’
Everett said sincerely. Looking at the two children, he made u
his mind. He had to do something. No matter what.

His assistant took the children home in the afternoon. While he
was gone, Everett found himself staring at the contents of the
trash can by the door, lost in his thoughts.

'Do a paternity test."
He gave an order to his assistant when he got back.

Everett stood by the window looking out at the view. He had
known Melly for a long time and while he was finally getting
clues from her about her identity, she wouldn't admit it. *

Back at the Sherman family home, Emily was angry at what
Arielle had just told her.

It had cost her a lot of money to find someone to set Melissa
up, but Melissa had figured it out. If Emily hadn't paid that
woman off and let her leave, Melissa might have found out the
Sherman family was behind it.




Arielle wasn't all that sure. After all, Everett's parents did

her very much. If it weren't for Everett, they wouldn't even Ie H
her inside the house. i

"We'll have to be on the defensive though. Those ,childre’n’l
might be Everett's. It's going to be difficult to find a way."

If they couldn't get around this problem, the future would be
fraught with trouble.
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ver everything else?

So, if her children had to go, so would she.
- "Don't worry. | will do my best to help you marry Everett."

| Emily was filled with confidence that she would be able to
. torment Melissa and the children into leaving. :

Meanwhile, when Melissa learned the children had spent the
week with Everett, she was so angry she cursed Everett for
over ten minutes.

‘Mommy, please don't be angry." Lindsey pulled on Melissa's
sleeve and tried to comfort her.

“I'm not angry with you. It's all Everett's fault. He must have
planned it all.”

She didn't think it could just be a coincidence that the
kindergarten cooperated with the Mayfield Group and had even
assigned the childrento go to the CEQ's secretary's office. From
what Merrick had told her, she knew Everett must have planned

the whole thing in advance.

The scheming man!

- With a smile, Lindsey told her mother she di
~ when she was angry, and Melissa burst o




She wasn't going to be petty about it. Since the children
learned something from the Mayfield Group, she couldn't be too
upset at Everett.

"Mommy, | haven't seen Aloys for a while. Is he coming to stay !
with us for the New Year?" Merrick asked casually, but he never
took his eyes off Melissa

‘I think he’s coming. But he's very busy this year. We'll ask him
later.” Melissa was busy doing other things and didn't realize
what Merrick was thinking.

"Can we go on a trip during the New Year holidays?" Lindsey
asked, resting her head on her mother's lap. She thought it
might be nice to go north to see snow in winter.

If they did that, she could make snowmen with her brother. It
would be better if Everett could come as well, but Everett
would have to celebrate the New Year with his own family.

“Okay. We can go wherever you want."

Melissa hadn't been keen on holidays since her mother's _dgath.
If it weren't for the two children, she wouldn't have both

with holidays.

- Even when she was married to Everett, he had ne
one holiday with her.

's not talk about it i




expected his suspicions would be prove
v the truth there, in black and white.

Merrick was his child, and so was Lindsey. There could !
mistake.

Melly was Melissa. He had no doubt about that now.




ng time since insomnia |
iC t he didn't sleep at all.

‘Everything that had happened between him, the two c
and Melissa, kept running round his head and kept his
wide open right through till dawn. '

Once the sun came up, he knew what he had to do, and he
to the hospital in search of Melissa.

He knew he had to talk to her, but he suddenly had no idea ho '
to face the children.

There had been a black Rolls-Royce parked outside the i
hospital for over an hour.

Recognizing the owner of the car, the security guard waved to
the driver, saying nothing.

‘Mr. Mayfield, she's here,” the driver said, his voice bringing
Everett to his senses. Everett looked out of the window to see
that Melissa had finally arrived.

Despite the fact he had seen her so many times, this time she
took his breath away like never before.

She had just been the Divine Surgeon up until thns
now he knew she was Melissa, his ex-wife.




i Mr. Mayfield, you're here early. Since wé‘r_é bot
‘place, why don't we have breakfast together? I'll jus
clock in." i il

With all the people around, Melissa didn't think it was a good
place for them to talk, so she smiled, turned around and walked |
away.

Everett quickly nodded in agreement.
Half an hour later, they were in a private restaurant room,

Melissa seemed to be in good spirits. She ate her usual muffins
and porridge, while Everett sat across from her holding his
emotions behind his face, and waited for her to finish eating.

‘If you have something you want to tell me, just say it. | have a
lot of things to do."

She didn't understand how Everett had time to hang about the
hospital, or organize the activities he'd been doing with the
kindergarten. b

"Melissa, do you have something you want to tell me?'

Everett looked at Melissa. She seemed famili |
strange somehow. When he really examined
had changed a lot. i




"Take a look at this."

150

=< A :‘ "
Everett threw a document onto the table and crossed his 2 ;

Melissa took a cursory glance at it and sneered when she :
the heading.

"Paternity test results, so what? They're my children now,"
Melissa said with a smile. She had admitted who she was.




