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“Yes, Sir,” Mister Wesley then guided the executives to another room. 

 

Mister Yoseph then closed the door slowly. 

Josiah remained seated lazily on the couch in the same position. He lit up a cigarette 
and leaned back on the couch. 

Meredith shifted her gaze unconsciously, not wanting to admit how attractive he looked. 

“Miss Meredith, why are you on my tail? Do you perhaps want to pick up where we left 
off?” Josiah puffed out a ring of smoke. Meredith gritted her teeth, trying to tamper down 
on her rage. 

“Or have you been playing hard–to–get all this while?” Josiah asked, “When I get close, 
you run away. Now that I‘ve stopped, you can‘t help it but want to flirt with me, yes?” 

Meredith was baffled with rage. 

“Josiah, you‘re overthinking. I only came here because I want to ask you about this.” 

She pushed the tablet toward him so that he could see the content. Josiah took a quick 
scan of the tablet, then looked up at her, and asked, “Ah, didn‘t Mister Yoseph already 
explain this to you?” Meredith was wordless with rage. “He did, but now I want you to 
delete this post.” 

“Why? This post clearly benefits both you and me, why would you want to delete it?” 
“Because this is unfair for Charlie. You shouldn‘t smear his reputation just because he‘s 
not here anymore.” “Smearing Charlie‘s reputation?” Josiah scrolled the tablet and 
added, “I‘ve checked the post and I don‘t see any sentence that is discrediting Charlie.” 

He pointed at one paragraph and said, “And here, I clearly wrote that Charlie loves 
Meredith and because of that, he chose to pretend that he had lost his memories and 
even risked his life to save her. 



“Then why did you write that Charlie took me overseas when I was at my lowest? And 
that I didn‘t love him but only felt indebted to him? These words are discrediting Charlie, 
aren‘t it?” 

“This is a fact. I am not smearing his name.” 

“You–” 

Josiah‘s gaze slowly darkened. “Meredith Leighton, stop blindly taking Charlie’s side 
just because you feel guilty toward him, or think that I am smearing his reputation on 

purpose.” 

Meredith did not know what to say. 

“Of course, you won‘t admit to anything now. In any case, the public‘s sentiment is 
leaning toward your side and you‘ve got what you wanted. You can now take down the 
post right?” 

“Do you think that I am the only one benefiting from the post? Don‘t you think that you‘re 
able to hunt me down freely and as you please because the public‘s opinion of you has 
turned for the better?” 

“Josiah Shelby, I don‘t need you to use such a tactic to achieve this!” 

“Have you already forgotten how it feels to have bad eggs thrown at you?” “I’d rather be 
thrown at,” Meredith seethed and stared furiously at him, “so, please take the post down 
right now.” 

Right then, someone knocked on the door, followed by the waiter‘s voice, “Mister 
Josiah, sorry to disturb, but can I come in to serve the dishes?” 

“Come on in.” Josiah put out his cigarette, then looked up at Meredith and said, “Since 
you‘re already here, come join me.” 

“Josiah Shelby, I am not here to get a free meal.” 

“I know. You‘re here to talk about the post with me. We‘ll talk about it after eating.” He 
then pointed at the seat opposite him and said, “Take a seat.” 
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Chapter 1072 Meredith took two steps toward him, looked at him, and said, “Josiah 
Shelby, delete the post right now and I‘ll leave right now, I won‘t disturb you from having 
your meal.” 

“I still need time to consider if I want to delete it or not.” 

 

“You–!” 

“Sit down,” Josiah said flatly. Meredith was wordless with rage but she had no choice 
but to take a seat right opposite him. 

On the table was a plate of steak and some dessert. It was something that she enjoyed. 
Meredith looked at the dish, then looked at him. She wondered if Josiah ordered the set 
meal for her purposely. 

But she let go of the thought when she realized that Josiah was having the same mango 
mousse as her. 

During the meal, none of them said a word, and the room was filled with sounds of the 
cutleries moving. Meredith could not finish her meal. She took a deep breath and said, 
“I‘m done eating.” “It‘s not a good habit of wasting food,” Josiah cut the steak gracefully 
as he said flatly, “do you know how much this set cost?” 

“How much?” Meredith looked at him and asked, “Do you need me to pay you back for 
the meal?” 

“The steak cost a hundred and sixty dollars,” Josiah said, “it was meant for my guests 
but you‘re having it now instead.” 

Without another word, Meredith reached for her phone and made a transfer to Josiah. 

It was not like she was lacking money. 

But to her surprise, Josiah really accepted her money. 

She was left dumbfounded. 

Josiah looked up from his phone to find that Meredith was staring at him dazedly. He 
arched his brow and scoffed, “Why are you looking at me this way, Miss Meredith? 
Don‘t tell me you‘ve changed your mind and want to get back together with me.” 
Meredith quickly looked away. “You‘re overthinking it.” 



Since she had paid for the meal, Meredith did not want to waste it and continued eating. 
And this time, she was able to eat in peace. 

After finishing her meal, she put down the cutlery, wiped her lips with the napkin, 

looked at him, and asked, “So, have you considered it, Mister Josiah?” 

“About?” “Deleting the post.” “I want to ask if you‘ve really made up your mind to delete 
the post?” “Yes!” Meredith replied firmly. “Ok. I‘ll have Mister Yoseph take it down later.” 

Josiah stood up from the couch and said to her, “Enjoy the dessert, Miss Meredith. I‘ll 
take my leave now.” 

Josiah then went back to his car and Mister Wesley immediately asked, “How did it go, 
Sir? Does it feel good to be chased after?” 

Josiah shot him a cold glare and seethed, “You better come up with the next plan.” 

Mister Wesley cleared his throat and did not dare to utter another word. 

As soon as Meredith returned to her office, Goldie came over to her and asked, “Ma‘am, 
did you really go all the way there to meet Mister Josiah?” “Yeah.” 

“I didn‘t expect that Mister Josiah would listen to you. He really took down the post.” 
Meredith looked at her and asked, “Are you sure that it‘s taken down?” “Yeap. They just 
removed it.” “That‘s good then,” She replied. She was relieved that Josiah actually kept 
his word and deleted the post. “But the post was already shared around and reposted 
everywhere on the internet. So, it doesn‘t really make a difference even if the post is 
deleted,” Goldie added. 
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Chapter 1073 Meredith was dumbfounded again. 

“What do you mean everywhere?” Anxious, Meredith took the tablet from Goldie‘s 
hands. 

 

Pointing at the screen, Goldie explained, “See that? The post will appear as soon as I 
type in the keywords.” 



Meredith was baffled. 

So her efforts of going all the way to the restaurant to get Josiah to remove the post 
were actually redundant? 

If that was the case, she would not have done what she did. Looking at Meredith‘s 
darkened expression, Goldie quickly comforted her, “But there‘s no need for you to care 
about this so much. After all, there are good and bad sides to having this post around 
on the internet. It‘s not really bad to keep the post around.” In fact, Goldie did not think 
that having the post was bad, but she only said what she said to cater to Meredith. 

Meredith gave a side eye to her and said, “Go back to your work.” After Goldie left, 
Meredith took another look at the post and wondered if she was really overthinking it. 

Because of the post, Meredith‘s mind has been clouded with resentment toward Josiah 
that she had forgotten all about the celebration dinner party of Shelby Group. 

When Friday evening came, Goldie asked, “Miss Meredith, have you already decided 
what to wear to tomorrow‘s event?” 

It was then Meredith remembered about the party. She then asked, “Why are you 
asking? Has Josiah invited me?” “Did he not?” Curious, Goldie asked, “The dinner is 
tomorrow though, has Sir not informed you yet?” 

Based on how Josiah had been treating her recently, Meredith wondered if Josiah 
would actually invite her to be his partner of the night. Meredith thought that it was 
impossible. But deep down, she still held onto a slight of hope, but she said nothing and 
simply shook her head. 

After learning a lesson from the past incident, Goldie did not dare to conclude anything. 
Hence she guessed, “Perhaps to Mister Josiah, he already assumed that you‘d be 

coming, so he didn‘t need to inform you. 

“Mm, that should be it. Who knows, maybe Mister Josiah would have sent a stylist and 
the dresses to your house tomorrow.” 

Meredith simply shook her head. She did not want to dwell any longer on the topic. 

“I‘m getting off work now,” she said. 

Goldie then asked, “Right, Ma‘am, do you need me to move in with you?” Back then 
when Josiah was worried about Meredith, he asked Goldie to move into Liam‘s 
apartment with Meredith. 



Meredith has calmed down a lot and the public opinion has turned better, so Goldie did 
not think that it was necessary anymore. 

“It‘s okay,” Meredith replied. “Are you sure you‘ll be fine staying alone? “I‘ll be fine. Plus, 
I‘ll be moving out soon.” “Huh? Where are you moving to?” “To my own house,” 
Meredith replied. She had bought back Leighton‘s mansion because she did not want to 
stay in other people‘s houses and also, she had grown up in Leighton‘s mansion since 
young. So she decided to move back into the place. “Then does Mister Josiah know that 
you‘ll be moving out?” 

“He doesn‘t need to know,” Meredith said, “I‘ll get going now. You should get off work 
earlier too.” 

She then walked toward the list. 

It was the weekend soon so Meredith went to pick up Nia from school. Driving by a 
grocery shop, Meredith pulled over in front of the shop, turned around, and asked Nia, 
“Darling, what would you like to have for dinner? Mommy will cook for 

you.” 

“Mommy, I want to have barbecued ribs.” 

“Okay. I‘ll go get some ribs then.” Meredith removed the seat belt and helped Nia get 
down from the car. 

Pushing the trolley while walking through the aisle, Nia pointed toward the instant 
noodles section and asked, “Mommy, can I have instant noodles for breakfast 
tomorrow? It‘s been so long since I had it.” 
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Chapter 1074 “But it‘s not healthy to eat instant noodles.” “Papa Charlie said it‘s fine to 
have them once in a while.” 

Nia‘s response caught Meredith off guard and she was suddenly lost in her own 
thoughts. 



 

It had been long since she last heard Nia mention Charlie. 

It might be that she had been disoriented lately and Nia had been staying with Josiah, 
hence, she was spending less time with Nia. Meredith grabbed two packets of instant 
noodles from the aisle and said, “Okay, let‘s have it then.” 

“Yay! That‘s great, I can finally have some instant noodles!” Nia cheered. 

Meredith shook her head and smiled, “Look at you all happy just because of instant 

noodles. People would think that I‘ve been starving you.” 

“Because I love having instant noodles.” 

“True, most kids enjoy having this type of noodles.” 

“Why?” 

“Because kids enjoy junk food,” Meredith replied. 

Nia‘s watch rang, and Meredith caught a glimpse of the number who was calling, it was 
Josiah. 

“Daddy, I won‘t be able to have dinner with you tonight because Mommy has picked me 
up from school,” Nia said. 

Josiah replied, “Is that so? If that‘s the case, would you stay with Mommy tonight?” 

Nia was slightly stunned. She asked worriedly, “Daddy, are you mad at me? Is that why 
you don‘t want me to go home?” 

“Why would I be angry that you‘re spending time with your mom?” Josiah added, “I have 
things to do tonight and I‘ll be leaving at noon. I didn‘t want to leave you all alone so I 
think it‘d be better if you stay with your Mommy.” 

“Oh, okay,” Nia replied and stopped her questions. Meredith, on the other hand, was 
feeling rather bothered. She was wondering if Josiah really had no plans of inviting her 
to the dinner party. 

Could it be that what Goldie had assumed was simply just an assumption? 

But of course, she did not say anything. 



It was when Nia ended the call that Meredith said to her, “If your dad is busy tomorrow 
as well, you can stay with me for the next two days.” 

“Okay.” It did not matter to Nia who she would be staying with. The next morning when 
Meredith woke up, she unconsciously took a glance at the front door. 

If Josiah indeed had plans to invite her to the dinner party, he would have delivered 
dresses to her place at this time. But there were no signs of him. 

It seemed as if she could finally be relieved. 

She went to the kitchen to prepare breakfast for Nia. During breakfast, she then asked,” 
Where do you want to go today, Nia? Mommy will bring you there.” 

Meredith needed to find something to occupy her time so that she would not think of 
Josiah. 

It was a good thing that Josiah did not invite her to the dinner party and it was just what 
she wished for. At least, it meant that Josiah would finally leave her alone now. 

Meredith tried to convince herself that this was for the best. 

Nia wanted to go to a library. 

Meredith was slightly stunned. Studying her daughter, she asked, “Why a library? Don‘t 
you want to go to the amusement park instead?” 

“But I want to read books.” 

“But kids your age should be playing and having fun, kids your age shouldn‘t be wanting 
to read books all the time.” 

“Daddy says that we should read more to become a better person. If not, I‘ll just end up 
being useless.” 

“Who says so? Who says that just because you don‘t read, you‘ll end up becoming 
useless? Don‘t listen to your dad.” Meredith said. But quickly, she corrected herself,” To 
be honest, what I‘m trying to say is that you‘re still young and you don‘t need to drown 
yourself in absorbing too much knowledge. As you grow up, you‘d learn things and gain 
knowledge along the way. After all, you‘re not someone who is lazy.” 
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Chapter 1075 “Oh, okay.” “That is why, let‘s go to the amusement park today, okay?” 
“Okay, let‘s go,” Nia finally agreed. After breakfast, Meredith took Nia out with her. 

Children were definitely born to play. When Nia stepped foot into the amusement park, 
she started playing with the rest of the kids. 

 

Meredith sat in the waiting area, reached for her phone, and started scrolling on the 
internet. 

She wanted to check if the attention on her had died down on the internet but while 
scrolling, she saw a photo of Josiah and a celebrity. 

She froze slightly and started reading the content of the post. She then found out that 
the celebrity would be attending the dinner party as Josiah‘s partner. 

Staring at the photo of the both of them standing next to each other, Meredith felt 
speechless. Josiah and the female celebrity looked like a good match. Just a few days 
back, Josiah wrote about the love he felt for Meredith, but today, he was attending the 
dinner party with some other celebrity. Was he not slapping himself in the face? 

But the female celebrity was attending the dinner as one of the ambassadors for the 
Shelby Group. 

Meredith did not want to look at the post anymore and turned off the screen of her 
phone. 

“Mommy, I want some water.” Nia came running over to her. “Here you go, darling.” 
Meredith handed a bottle of water to Nia and helped to wipe away her sweat.  

While wiping Nia‘s sweat, she sighed, “I guess Nia is the only person that I can trust.” 
“Mommy, what did you say?” Nia did not hear her clearly. “Oh, it‘s nothing. I was just 
saying how much I love you.” “Oh, I love you a lot too, Mommy.” Nia beamed brightly. 
Meredith‘s phone rang. When she saw that it was Mister Yoseph who was calling her, 

she suddenly felt suspicious. 

Why was Yoseph suddenly calling her at this time? Could it be that he wanted to ask 
her 

to attend the dinner? 



She wondered if Josiah was asking her to attend the party as a representative from the 
Leighton Group or…as his plus–one. 

But of course, it did not matter which identity Josiah wanted her to show up with, 
Meredith had no plans of attending the dinner. 

Meredith answered the call, “Hello, Mister Yoseph.” “Hello, Miss Meredith. May I know if 
Nia is with you? I went to your place and I might have missed you.” 

Mister Yoseph was looking for Nia? “Oh, Nia is out with me right now. Why are you 
looking for Nia?” 

“Ah. Sir thought of having Nia attend the dinner party tonight because she hasn‘t been 
to one.” 

Meredith was shocked. Josiah wanted to bring Nia to the dinner party instead of her. 
Indeed, Nia had not been to dinner events before and Meredith did not mind for Nia to 
experience such an event. 

But at the thought of Josiah and the female celebrity, Meredith was rather puzzled. “By 
the way, Mister Yoseph, Josiah‘s plus one for the night is Lucy Gilian, yes? The both of 
them would be spotted together most of the time and I‘m worried what Nia would think if 
she saw them.” 

Mister Yoseph smiled. “You‘ve mistaken, Miss Meredith. Miss Lucy is just attending the 
dinner as an ambassador. Um…and she is just a temporary plus–one for Sir.” “In any 
case, I don‘t think it‘s a good idea for Nia to see them together,” Meredith insisted, 
“perhaps some other time.” 
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Chapter 1076 “This…” Mister Yoseph sounded conflicted, “would you want to talk with 
Sir about this then?” “There’s no need for that. You can just tell him what I told you. 
Thank you.” Meredith then ended the call. Putting away her phone, she realized that Nia 
had her eyes glued on her while sucking the straw. She then said softly, “Mommy, but I 
want to go to the dinner party.” 

Meredith started to think that she should have walked away to pick up the phone. 



 

Of course, Nia would want to attend because she had never been to one. 

“Mommy, I saw on the TV that people usually dress up like princesses when they go to 
such events. I want to be a princess too. Can we go together, please?” 

Meredith shook her head and said firmly, “No, I don’t want to go.” 

“Why?” 

“Because…your Daddy did not invite me to the event.” 

“Let me call Daddy and ask him to invite you then.” Nia then reached for her watch and 
was about to call Josiah. 

Meredith quickly stopped her. “It’s fine, darling. I really don’t feel like going.” 

What would she look like if she asked Nia to call Josiah to invite her when Josiah did 
not even have plans to invite her in the first place? 

She would be utterly embarrassed. 

“But I really want to go,” Nia shook her mother’s hands and pleaded, “Mommy, come 
with me, hmm? Please, Mommy…” 

Seeing how Nia was pleading, Meredith was conflicted. Nia would definitely see Josiah 
and Lucy together and Meredith was worried that Nia would be hurt by what she saw. 
“Nia, can I ask you something?” “What is it?” 

“If Daddy gets a new Mommy for you, will you be okay with that?” If Nia was able to 
accept Josiah’s partner like how she accepted Charlie, Meredith would not be that 
worried. 

But Charlie was different compared to Josiah’s partner. Because Nia had lost her 
memories then and she assumed that Charlie was her father and that was how 

they got closer 

And because Charlie was good to Nia, it did not matter to Nia even after she found out 
that Charlie was not her birth father. 

Meredith did not expect that Nia would reject without any hesitation. “No, I won’t be 
okay with it.” 



That was why Meredith would not let Nia go to the dinner party. Puzzled, she asked Nia, 
“But why? Your dad is still young and he’d still have to get married and have new kids.” 

“I know, Mommy. But I wish that Daddy’s new wife would be you.” Nia went on,” Daddy 
also said that he won’t marry anyone else except you.” 

Nia suddenly grabbed Meredith’s hands and she looked saddened. “Mommy, when 
Papa Charlie was still around, I never wished for you and Daddy to get back together. 
Because I know that Papa Charlie loves you a lot. But now that he is gone, I hope 
that…” 

Nia’s eyes reddened. “I don’t want a new mother and I don’t want a new father 
anymore. I just want to be with you and Daddy forever.” 

Meredith pulled Nia into her arms and said, “Don’t worry, darling. I will not get married to 
someone else.” 

“What about Daddy?” 

“I guess…he won’t either.” 

She was not sure if Josiah would get married to someone else. She was not even sure 
if he and Miss Lucy were just colleagues. 

Hence, she could not answer Nia’s question. She patted Nia on her head and said, “I’m 
sorry, Nia. I shouldn’t have asked you such a question and made you all upset.” 
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Chapter 1077 Nia shook her head and replied, “To be honest, I’ve always been thinking 
about this question too.” 

Meredith was surprised that Nia had been thinking about questions like these. She had 
never expected that Nia would think like that. 

 

Because Nia had always been cheerful and bubbly, Meredith thought that those kinds of 
thoughts would not occur to Nia. 



“Darling, why would you think about such things?” 

“Because after Papa Charlie left, I’m worried that my stepfather or stepmother wouldn’t 
like me,” Nia replied with tears welling up in her eyes. 

Meredith felt something weighing down on her, making her hard to breathe. 

She then quickly comforted her, “That won’t happen, don’t worry, sweetheart. I won’t let 
anyone hurt you.” 

Nia nodded 

“There, there, now. I’m sorry for making you cry,” Meredith wiped away Nia’s tears and 
said, “let’s go shop for new dresses.” “Is it to get a new dress for the dinner party?” Nia’s 
eyes lit up immediately. 

Meredith did not expect that Nia would still be thinking about that. 

Did Nia want to attend the party this badly? 

Studying her mother’s expression, the light in Nia’s eyes dimmed gradually. In the end, 
she mumbled under her breath, “It’s okay. If you don’t want to go, I don’t want to go 
too.” Meredith, of course, could not stand her pitiful expression and compromised right 
away. “Oh no, darling. I was just thinking if we’d be able to find the right dress for you at 
this mall.” 

Nia’s eyes immediately lit up again. 

“Do you mean that you’ll let me attend Daddy’s dinner party?” 

“How can I say no when you want to go badly?” 

“Yay! You’re the best, Mommy! I am so happy!” Nia leaned in to kiss her mother on the 
cheek. 

With a smile on her face, Meredith walked Nia to a children’s fashion boutique. 

They shopped for a while but failed to find a suitable dress for Nia. Meredith suddenly 
remembered that if Josiah planned to take Nia to the party, he would have prepared a 
dress for Nia. 

But on second thought, Josiah would have most probably got Nia an expensive dress. 
Meredith did not think it would be too much for Nia to wear such an expensive dress 
that would garner a lot of attention on her. 

In the end, she made a call to Mister Yoseph. 



“Hi Yoseph, Can I have a look at the dress that Josiah had prepared for Nia?” She cut 
right to the chase. 

Mister Yoseph was rather startled. “Do you mean that you’re willing to let Nia attend the 
party?” 

“It’s Nia. She insisted on going.” 

“Really? That’s great news,” Mister Yoseph sounded glad, “please give me a moment. 
I’ll send the address of the dress shop to you. You can take Nia there and she can 
choose the dress she wants. Oh, and the shop has dresses for adults too. You can 
choose one that you like.” “It’s fine, I don’t need one,” Meredith went on, “do send me 
the address, thank you, Mister Yoseph.” After ending the call, Meredith received the 
address from Mister Yoseph. 

Meredith checked the address and realized that the shop was just nearby. Hence, she 
took Nia to the shop to choose her dress. As soon as they showed up at the shop, she 
found Josiah seated on the couch, flipping lazily through a magazine. She froze and 
quickly scanned the place. 

She wondered if Josiah was here to help Miss Lucy to choose her dress. 

At the sight of her father, Nia of course was excited. She ran over to Josiah and asked, 
“Daddy, why are you here?” 
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Chapter 1078 Putting down the magazine in his hands, Josiah welcomed Nia into his 
arms, smiled, and replied, “My princess is coming to the party tonight, of course, I 
should be here.” 

“Really? Thank you, Daddy!” Nia cheered. “Of course, darling.” Josiah pointed toward 
the line of dresses on the rack and said, “Look, these are the ones that I’ve picked for 
you. And you can choose to wear whichever one you like.” 



 

“Wow! They all look so pretty!” Nia gasped in exclamation. The dresses all looked like 
the ones that the princesses wore in the fairytales. 

The manager of the shop smiled, “Your highness, shall we have a look at the dresses? 
Let me know which one you want to try on, okay?” 

Nia nodded and followed the manager. 

Meredith finally had the chance to talk to Josiah. “What are you doing here? Are you 
here to pick out a dress for your plus one?” “Why would you say that?” 

Josiah picked up the magazine again and he had his walls put up again. Unlike how he 
was with Nia earlier, he was now cold. 

“If not, why are you here?” 

“Didn’t I say it earlier? I’m here to help pick out Nia’s dress.” 

“Then how did you come this quickly? Nia and I only decided to attend the party just ten 
minutes ago.” 

“The shop is only five minutes away from my company.” 

Meredith was rendered speechless. 

Josiah seemed to have a good explanation. The shop was indeed closer to Josiah’s 
office. 

After getting her answer, Meredith then asked, “Mister Josiah, why do you want Nia to 
attend the dinner?” If Mister Yoseph did not call her, Nia would not have overheard their 
conversation and Nia would not have wanted to go to the party. 

Josiah replied flatly, “I want to give her a new experience.” “But you have a partner with 
you tonight.” “And?” 

“It won’t do any good for Nia to see that.” 

“Why? Nia has already grown up and she is starting to understand the things that are 
going on in the adult world.” Josiah flipped a page of the magazine and said,” I trust that 
she’d understand me.” 

Meredith was irked by her nonchalant and indifferent attitude. With rage gripping her, 
Meredith snatched the magazine from his hands. “Josiah Shelby, have you really taken 
the time to understand your daughter?” 



She lowered her voice as she did not want others to hear. 

But Josiah heard her loud and clear. Looking into her eyes, he asked, “What do you 
mean? Do you mind explaining?” “…” Meredith realized that she was getting all worked 
up and threw the magazine back to him. “Please don’t misunderstand. I am not stopping 
you if you have a partner or a girlfriend. All I want to tell you is that Nia is hoping that 
you won’t get her a stepmother. So, you should not just introduce her to your partner out 
of the blue. You should…do it slowly. So that she could take the time to accept and to 
understand.” 

“Nia doesn’t want me to have a new wife, yes?” 

“Mainly because she’s feeling insecure and she’s worried that the stepmother wouldn’t 
like her.” 

“Do you really think that I will let Nia be bullied?” Meredith was rendered speechless. 

Josiah tugged at the corners of his lips and said, “Don’t worry. I will not let Nia get hurt 
in any way.” 
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Chapter 1079 “It’s not that…” Meredith struggled to explain herself, “I already said that 
I’m not trying to stop you from getting married again. What I hope is for you to at least 
take care of Nia’s feelings. For instance, you shouldn’t even have asked her to attend 
tonight’s party. 

“But forget it. It’s impossible to not let Nia attend now.” Meredith looked at Nia who was 
happily picking out a dress and went on, “I only have one request. Please don’t let Nia 
be put under too much attention at the dinner tonight. And as for you and Miss Lucy, 
please do be aware of your interactions in front of Nia.” 

 

Josiah closed the magazine and nodded. “I can understand and I do agree with the 
former request. After all, it would only bring inconvenience to Nia if she gets too much 



attention. I will try to do whatever I can to make sure of that. Or perhaps, we can just not 
introduce her as my daughter. “That would be for the best,” Meredith replied. Josiah 
then said, “But about the latter…it’s a bit tricky. After all, both Miss Lucy and I would be 
the most eye-catching ones during the party. How do you expect us to stay low?” 

Meredith thought that Josiah was quite shameless. 

She, of course, knew that as the host of the event, it would be impossible for Josiah to 
stay low. Gnawing on her lips, she asked, “Then what are you going to say to Nia?” 

“I’ll tell her the truth – that I’ll have to marry someone.” 

“No!” 

At the thought of Nia’s tears, Meredith immediately stopped him. Josiah stared at her, 
raised his brows, and asked, “Then what do you think I should do?” 

Meredith pondered a bit and finally came up with a rather lousy suggestion.” Why not let 
Nia stay for a bit at the first half of the party, and when you’re going to show up with 
Miss Lucy, I’ll take her with me then.” Josiah nodded slightly as he looked at Nia who 
was in a princess dress and said,” Wouldn’t it then be a waste for the dress that Nia is 
wearing?” 

“She’ll be fine if she gets to have fun for a while. She wouldn’t mind the rest.” 

“What about you?” Josiah shifted his gaze onto her and asked, “Who are you going to 
show up as? As Nia’s nanny? Or as a representative of Leighton Group? Or…” 

Before he finished his sentence, Meredith interrupted, “As Nia’s caretaker.” 

It was the best option. 

Josiah hesitated for a while and suggested, “Maybe you’d want to choose a dress too? 
And replace Miss Lucy as my plus-one so that Nia would not feel uncomfortable.” 

“It won’t happen,” Meredith said without any hesitation. 

“Why? Is it too humiliating for you to come as my plus-one?” 

“No, people will talk and I don’t want to be in the center of attention anymore,” Meredith 
went on, “it took so long for the cyberbullying to stop and I don’t want it to happen 
again.” “Have you forgotten how the cyberbullying stopped? It’s because of the post.” 

If she attended the dinner party with him, they would be able to stick to the story written 
in the post. 



And the three of them would reunite as a family. And this was what most of the netizens 
would like to see. “There were a bunch of criticisms underneath the post and did you 
perhaps automatically filter them?” 

Meredith’s stance was firm and she too still felt slightly bothered by the fact she did not 
get an invitation from Josiah, but she would reject him without any hesitation if he did 
invite him. 

She did not want to drag the conversation as well. “It depends entirely on you how 
you’re going to show up at the party.” She then stood up and went to help Nia pick out 
her dress. Nia walked over to them and asked happily, “Daddy, Mommy, do I look 
good?” Josiah nodded. “It looks good on you. My little princess looks good in 
everything.” He said the same thing as Meredith. Meredith took a glance at him and said 
to Nia, “It does look good, darling. But I think the white one looks better on you.” 
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“Mm… not that, darling. But I just think that you look better in white.” Meredith went on, 
“But you should choose whatever you like, you don’t always have to always take our 
suggestions.” “Daddy, do you think I look better in pink or in white?” 

 

“White, sweetheart,” Josiah went on, “your Mommy is right. You look better in white.” 

“Okay, then I’ll choose that dress then.” 

“Sure, let me bring you to change,” The manager took Nia with her into the changing 
room. Josiah finally stood up from the chair and walked toward the accessories section. 
He picked up a small hair clip and thought that it would look well on Meredith. Hence he 
put the clip on her hair. Meredith was startled. She raised her hand and felt the hair clip 
on her hair.” What are you doing?” “I’m trying to see if it would suit Nia,” Josiah replied 
calmly. “This looks a bit too mature for Nia. Try this one instead.” Meredith picked out a 
crown-shaped hair clip. But she was stunned by the expensive price. 

Josiah, on the other hand, did not care about the price and put it on Nia’s hair. 



Meredith said, “It’s just for one use. We don’t have to get such an expensive one.” 

Josiah replied, “I’ll do what I want.” 

Not only did Josiah buy the expensive hair clip for Nia, but he also picked out a pair of 
shoes for her. Nia was all dolled up. 

Meredith was now feeling skeptical that Josiah might be doing this on purpose. She 
said, “Josiah, can you stop now? How can you risk our daughter’s safety just for the 
sake of protesting?” “What do you mean?” “You’re dressing Nia in such expensive stuff. 
What if she ends up being targeted? 

Josiah replied coldly, “Do you really think that my security team would just stand there 
and do nothing? That they would be incapable of protecting a child?” “Even if she is 
protected well today, what about in the future? Aren’t you worried that she’d be 
kidnapped?” 

Even though Josiah was confident that his security team would protect Nia well, what 
Meredith said did make sense too. 

Nia’s safety should be above all else. 

Before Josiah said anything, Meredith already removed the accessories on Nia’s hair. 

Nia did not know about the price and neither did she know that Meredith was worried 
about her safety. Hence, when Meredith removed the hair clip from her hair, she asked, 
“Mommy, I like the crown-shaped one.” 

“This is too eye-catching, darling. Let’s get a plain one, hmm?” Meredith picked out 
another hair clip from the pile and realized that they were all expensive. 

“I remember seeing another accessories store downstairs. Let’s get a hair clip from 
there instead.” “Okay, Mommy,” Nia nodded. 

Just when they were about to leave, Nia held her father’s hands and said, “Are you not 
joining us?” 

“Daddy still has work to do,” Meredith replied to him. “Daddy, are you busy?” Josiah 
nodded. “Mm, Daddy needs to go now.” “But I have something to ask Daddy,” Nia 
asked. 

Meredith had no choice but to let her go. 

Josiah walked over to Nia, smiled, and asked, “Nia, what is it that you want to ask 

me?” 
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