's au! ﬁtative presence seemed to gro
ssion hinted at anger.

Yet, she was no longer the compliant young garl from two S
ago. She needed to maintain her resolve. So, she straightened
up and said indifferently, ‘I'd prefer you didn’t, You are my unc
after all. Such closeness isn't fitting." i

Nate's response was a mocking laugh; as though he found her |
words amusing.

A wild look flickered in his eyes as he asked, "You've matured,
haven't you? Where were you these last two years? Why didn't
you stick to the plan | laid out? What made you take off without
a word?"

Leanna recalled that night two years ago. Those harsh remarks
made her leave the club heartbroken.

Upon returning to the mansion with the driver, she stealthily
packed and headed to the airport, flying off to a foreign Iand if
which wasn't the one in Nate's plan, i

She then changed her number and severed aII ties
homeland :




carching
] ““”ut‘
e had envisioned Leanna following his plans. stud ing ’ nad

bosslbly finding love, but she had eluded him. , |I ’I
| i
- With a bitter smile, Leanna locked eyes with him, retortln
*Wasn't your plan to get rid of me for your marriage?" ‘ “rl ’}
f
Nate let go of her and gazed at her with mixed emotions. Hel ‘
said with indifference, "You're correct. | did want you to go |
abroad. But after raising you for so long, you left without a word.
It's quite cold for you. Did | teach you to act like this?"

l'z‘

So, this was his concern.

Leanna apologized genuinely, "l admit my mistake. | shouldn't
have left like that, disappointing you, Uncle Nate. If that's the
case, then kick me out of the family. Let the media know. Then,
if | ever step out of line again, it won't be your worry or tarnish
the Holland family's name " ‘

1 ]
Her purpose today wasn't to rehash past grievances but to se uj
a resolution. She was determined not to let Nate dlsmg ' he ‘
professional life. i m’”"

i »} | ’
Ne te was surprised. "Are you returning to sevér

| "mll; | " “:,‘( xo
s







