He laid it out. "This time, diving into this duel with
Duncans will be risky and dangerous. So, you tw
should stay here. Of course, | hope I'll make it back.
But if things go south and | don't, you two have to "
keep your heads low. As long as you're breathing,
there's still hope for Asher.”

The talk from Liam left Shayla and Julie with nothing
to argue about.

After a short silence, Julie and Shayla started giving
ground. :

Julie said, "Look, Shayla, you don't need to get
involved. Liam's right; it's dicey. You stay, and I'll go
~ with Liam!"

Shayla shot back quickly, "With your power, you're just
“dead weight. I'm going with Liam! Maybe | car
a hand! Plus, if you both get caught and

'W ll not save Asher! | don't want
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nvolved Liam's right; it's dicey. You stay,
with Liam!"

Shayla shot back quickly, "With your power, you're just
dead weight. I'm going with Liam! Maybe | can len
a hand! Plus, if you both get caught and I'm left sol
| will not save Asher! | don't want that hope to be
shattered, too. Let me accompany him!" '

Julie had been hanging with Shayla enough to see her
grit, knowing she meant what she had said.

But she wasn't backing down, still debating with
Shayla over who got to join Liam on this mission to
the Duncan turf. :

After they went back and forth, they hammered out an
agreement. i

Shayla and Julie were convinced they needed to
with Liam together. i




“Imagine how they would.

So, with a sigh, he gave in. | guess we're going to th
Duncan family's place together." :
':?_
Seeing Liam finally cave, Shayla and Julie exchanged
a grin. !

With Liam on board, they didn't waste any time. They
all hit the road, arriving at the Duncan family's place.

The guards, already in the loop, guided them straight

to the heart of Duncan family's turf.

They arrived at the Duncan battle ring, and Rohan
strolled in.

Rohan flashed Liam a grin. "Liam! My cousin! Long
time no see! | never thought we'd cross paths like this.
What a pity!"

Liam's brow furrowed at the sight of Rohan




s why Rohan was willing to play with
‘But even if it was a clone, Rohan wasn't about to
Liam swoop in and save it! Plus, this was a slick t
to pull on Liam!

Liam had no clue about the Duncan family's clone
game, so he didn't catch on that the Asher in front of
him was a fake.

When Liam laid eyes on Asher, he finally relaxed a bit,

mumbling to himself, "Hang tight, Asher. I'll save you
and take you out of here!" ' :




