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ant, Liam felt a rush of antncupauon an
listened carefully.

He had a hunch that the man was about to reveal a
crucial secret.

‘Take a seat. Let me tell you what happened," Mr.
Jenkins said with a chuckle, sitting down on the floor
beside Liam.

‘| bet you're curious about how the Saint Society
came to be, right? Well, it all started with a space
exploration decades ago. Back then, humanity was
keen on unraveling the universe's mysteries. And
naturally, the universe took notice of us. | mean, we
caught the attention of certain cosmic forces,
comprising numerous space civilizations. These
civilizations were way ahead of us in understanding

the human body," he said.

After a pause, he continued, "To them, Earth, despite
its rapid development to us, is barely a blip. We're from ._




ne ?’ ’ e
yower us. The other is where they tr
ith us. And Earth, well, it's caught right in the
f these two possibilities."
After a sigh, he added, "For many years, cosmlc‘?;':
civilizations have been eyeing Earth, wanting to take
it over. Over time, they've even groomed various .
forces on Earth for this purpose. But it ended up in a
deadlock between the two most dominant forces. So,
eventually, these cosmic civilizations decided to back
local groups to do their bidding here on Earth. That's
how the Salvation Society and the Saint Society came
into existence.”

Liam's brow furrowed in thought. So, these two
organizations came from the same place but ended
up fighting each other because of their differing
ideologies?

Mr. Jenkins noticed Liam's concern but didn't probe
further. He went on, "Right now, the Salvation Society
is the only group in Aperia strong enough to stand up
to the Saint Society! The reason the Saint Society
targeted our leader this time was 10 crush the

Salvation Society's last bit of hope. Theyve had |

igi s of both the Saipt
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ut that the head of War.
was double-crossing him. Instead of blo
over, he played along, hoping to uncover wh
slse was involved. With things as they are, it's eas
to work from the shadows now. Plus, this gives h
a chance to see how deep the Saint Society has dug
its claws into the Salvation Society." |

Mr. Jenkins paused, letting out a deep sigh. "It's just
too bad about Sumner's sacrifice. The young lady
waiting outside, Laura, that's Sumner's granddaughter,
right? You should treat her well in the future.”

Liam, who had been all ears, didn't see that coming.
He felt quite awkward, quickly setting things straight.
"Laura and 1? We're just friends, nothing more! You've
got it all wrong. But why not let Laura in on this

conversation, too?" he said.

Mr. Jenkins seemed to brush off Liam's clarification,
yet he responded to Liam's question earnestly, "Given
what | know of her, it's better she stays out of this.
loop. It might not just be bad for her to know, but it
could also risk blowing your COVer. | chose not to tell

" her for her own good.’

|




