Laura's eyes brimmed with tears at the me’hl‘l ) ”
. her grandfather, Sumner. A sudden ache grlﬂu '
~ chest. | 11 ,
| :
{1 |
All the feelings Laura had kept inside burst qu
uncontrollably. fil
I

Tears streamed down her cheeks as she coIlapsedl'L
into Liam's arms, overwhelmed by the pain of Iosmgw'
her grandfather. |
Liam held her close, his sadness overshadowing any |
sense of joy. Because he also felt the weight of this| I
endless agony! b
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Liam could see his own grief mirrored in Laura's eyes
\ N ‘( 1

He gently comforted her, saying, "Sumner wop]d bj {

proud of you. Laura, as long as you're alive, you“halv, )
the chance to avenge Sumner!" (A A i‘m )' I

Laura absorbed Liam's words, sulentlyj I 1 ‘H
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ep breath and locked eyes with Liam.

- Before Liam could react, Laura summoned h

- courage and planted a bold kiss on Liam’s cheek!

Liam felt a jolt of surprise when Laura's soft, rosy lips
grazed his cheek. His expression changed.

In that instant, a realization hit him like a ton of bricks.
Had Laura developed feelings for him?

Despite their similar ages, Liam had always treated
Laura with a protective edge, like she were his °
younger sister.

He hadn't expected her to start developing feelings
for him.

| A small crease formed between Liam's brows as he
~ thought about this. S

"H’e' knew he needed to refuse Laura,
| 'get messy in the future.




1ough inexperienced, Laura wasn't clueless. Lia
message was loud and clear to her.

A sour expression crossed Laura's face, revealing the
hurt of being turned down.

The little spark of attraction Laura felt for Liam was
killed by Liam's words.

Laura didn't have Shayla's passionate intensity. When
she realized Liam had rejected her, she held back her
emotions, giving a small nod.

| understand,” she said softly. "Don't worry. I'll keep
| my distance from now on." ==

: fter a pause, she added, "Liam, maybe_it‘g







