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 His gaze landed on thedog chain adorning Shayla's
- neck, taking in her disheveled appearance. It v
| clear to him that Shayla had been enduring hell lately.

A pang of sadness hit Liam as his nose twitched. Hé:;;
had never imagined Shayla would be in such a state
after getting caught.
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What made it worse was that Shayla had ended up
like this all because she had tried to help him!

The weight of guilt settled on Liam as he pondered
Shayla's plight.

At that moment, Laura noticed Liam’'s expression,
sensing something amiss. Concerned, she leaned
closer and asked, "What's wrong?"

| Liam's eyes remainéd locked on Shayla, his
clenched tightly as he spoke with a heavy h

| “That's my friend, Shayla Alvarado, in chains!




Despite his boiling anger, Liam kept his composure.
After thinking about it for a while, he suggested to
Laura, "Let's start by joining Rodney's team. We need
to figure out what we're up against with those |
captains. We can't act rashly. It will risk blowing our
cover, leading us to a whole heap of trouble!"

Laura nodded in agreem‘ent and joined Rodney's team
with Liam. |

Rodney's heart sank seeing Liam and Laura approach.
Frowning, he asked, 'What happened? Why just you
two? What happened to the rest of the team?"

Liam was already prepared for Rodney's inevitable
question, so he had devised a response that skirted
around the truth. With a calculated vagueness, he said,
"During our time in Myriad Beasts Valley, Leif guided
us on a quest to obtain the elusive beast crystal. Lelf's..
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team. We barely escaped /
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"ey’s trust in Liam's words fueled a fiery rage,
face flushing red with fury. He couldn't contain his i
frustration, blurting out, 'Leif, you moron! What i

- possessed you to drag your team into Myriad Beasts
~ Valley?"

Rodney wasn't defending Liam and the others; he was
looking out for his own interests.

With Leif's team missing, executing his plan to secure
the Universe Crystal Dew became challenging.

Rodney instructed Liam, "You can return 10 the team
now."

To avoid catching Rodney's attention, Liam played the
part of a disaster survivor. He feigned excitement to
join the team with Laura.

. After joining the team, Liam's gaze fell on Shayla. He
clenched his fists and trembled slightly as he
3 _whlspered to himself, "Shayla, hang in there. I
~ you soon!” A




