Shayla and Laura eased their tension slightly upon
hearing Liam mention something of significance. 5

Prior to delving into business matters, Laura rose on
her toes and planted a kiss on Liam's cheek, followed |
by a playful complaint. "Since Shayla has already
kissed you, it would be unfair if | don't get a kiss, too!"

Liam glanced at Shayla reflexively, worried that she
might also attempt to kiss him.

Fortunately, Shayla remained composed, sparing Liam
from further kisses that might overwhelm him.

Observing that both women were ready to calm down,
Liam queried Shayla in a low voice, "What have you
endured recently?"

Shayla's expression turned somber when Liam
broached the topic, yet she bravely answered the

question, her voice quivering as she narrated the
brutal torture she had endured recently. h-

Furthermore, Shayla openly disclosed




- press further understandmg the need o all
hayla time to process her ordeal. He shifted t

conversation, saying, "So, you hail from the Alvarad
family?"

Shayla nodded, unashamed of her lineage. "My family
was betrayed by two subordinate families. The two
families are the Glyn family and the Chapman family!
They conspired with the Saint Society, thus acquiring
significant power from the association."

Shayla's expression clouded over, indicating the deep
pain associated with that memory.

Nonetheless, she did not evade the topic. Once

composed, she proceeded with her account.

‘Following that, they turned against us, slaughtering

our kin. My parents sacrificed themselves to shield

my brother and me! Ultimately, my brother and | were

the lone captives of the Alvarado family. As the sole
surviving daughter, | endured torment at the hands of

those wretches for an extended period, feeling utter .
despair."




."d.’-u'htihg broixght a -'sﬁﬁdéil'
face. He hadn't anticipated such resonance
= a's ordeal and his own.

His demeanor turned icy cold.

Despite his rising anger, Liam made a conscious
effort to quell it. He extended his hand and gently
placed it on Shayla's shoulder, offering her
réassurance in a soft tone. "There's no need to worry.
Britton, your brother, will eventually be rescued!”

Shayla nodded, tears brimming in her eyes.

Meanwhile, Laura was visibly touched by Shayla's
story. Looking at Shayla, Laura's previous resentment
dissipated.

Her countenance shifted to a serious expression.

The Saint Society was the root cause of these
successive tragedies!

Furthermore, the Chapman family was implicated in
these events. e

Similarly, the Glyn family, allied with
family, shared culpability. All thg_ge
| families were unsavory charact rs;id
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