When Liam sensed a profound yearning emanating from |
the Heart of Life shard, he didn't hesitate and went
straight for the Demon Forest. A
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~ With the aid of his Lightning Wings, Liam reached the
Demon Forest in just about ten minutes.

" This forest was ominously silent, marked in red on his
map to signify danger.

Liam furrowed his brows, conscious of the fact that such
silence usually masked lurking threats.

Additionally, the aura of the Demon Forest set it apart from
Shadow Valley. The air was laden with pollen.

Liam kept an eagle eye on the floating pollen, quickly
recognizing its numbing effects.

Taking no risks, he held his breath and used his energy to
filter the air around himself. i

Only with these measures in place did Liam delve deeper

into the Demon Forest. i "'7'{',7 /‘} |
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am ventured further, an increasing proliferation of

Eventually, Liam sensed something was off behind hirp.
He swiftly turned around, his face taut with alertness, his
hand clutching the hilt of the Shadow Sword.

Yet, as he turned, the previously lively vines now hung
motionless.

It was as if they had never moved at all!

A frown formed on Liam's forehead. Nothing overtly
wrong was visible, but his gut told him this place harbored
danger

He cast a cautious glance around, saw nothing amiss, and
sheathed his sword, resuming his journey deeper into the
Demon Forest

Liam proceeded with deliberate slowness.

His gaze occasionally swept the treetops as he advanced.

The sky above was now almost entirely obscured by the
dense canopy.

Suddenly, a series of unsettling laughs echoed through the
~ forest, heightening Liam's apprehension.

His eyelids fluttered in alarm as he realized the
‘nature of the forest. He turned around once m
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Liam was overcome with horror and fought back with
desperate vigor, trying to break free from the clutches of
the vines using all his strength. :

However, Liam hadn't grasped the sheer multitude of
these vines. His sharp Shadow Sword flailed too slowly to

. sever the ever-tightening binds.

Eventually, Liam accepted his fate, his head hanging in
defeat.

He had been too careless!

As Liam mulled over his mistake, a demon radiating a
sinister green light from its eye sockets appeared before
him.

The Demon Forest was actually this demon's realm.

Anyone who dared enter its territory was at its mercy!

Liam's gaze fixed on the demon that had materialized, and
he was vigilant against any potential ambush

. Yet the demon, aside from the eene,gr

9es, remained motionless.




The demon before him appeared to have only basic self:
wareness and lacked any signs of higher intelligence.

Liam furrowed his brow.

Despite his newfound knowledge, he remained cautious.
Though the demon lacked intelligence, it posed a lethal
_ threat—capable of causing serious harm or even death.

Thus, Liam stayed vigilant, prepared to defend himself at
all costs.

Suddenly, a bright flash emanated from the demon's
green pupils.

At that moment, the vines ensnaring Liam tightened even
more!

The sharp thorns embedded in the vines pierced his skin.

Liam had initially believed these thorns would merely
paralyze his senses and movements. To his horror, he
realized the reality was much grimmer than he had
‘anticipated.




_the vines were transferring the life force
d from Liam directly to the demon.

oughout this harrowing event, the demon was still an'dt“zl
silent, driven purely by the instinct to consume another's

life force.




