':u ore harm."

i "Naturally Mr. Vasquez, we urge you to convince Mr. Hoffm
- reconsider his stance."

' "Mr. Vasquez, keep in mind that the Rinku Group is supported by t

influential Hoffman family. You may not possess the authority to m make
' such a decision."

With that, a tense silence fell. All eyes were trained on Watkins,
awaiting his response.

e i

Undeterred, Watkins locked eyes with Liam.

These executives were unaware that Liam was the one pulling the

strings at the Rinku Group. Otherwise, Watkins believed he wouldn't
be i In this mess.
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....

v orld He wholeheartedly pledges his support to me. What reason '. o
we have to fear failure? Let's create another marvel. Let's elevaﬁ
- Funbuy from the low-cost market to the middle and high-end sectors."

His words sparked a fervor within the crowd.
The birth of Funbuy brought forth an industry miracle.

There was a possibility for Funbuy to have forged yet ano'r.he‘ir’ff
extraordinary miracle.

Excitement pulsated through the room, their eyes glinting with
anticipation.

Spontaneously, they all rose to their feet and applauded.
Applause echoed throughout the meeting room.
Expressions of support for Liam reverberated loudly.

"Together, let's usher in a new era with Mr. Hoffman."
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con pany w1th a market capital of th1rty b11ho
ous leap? They were courting disaster. :

n the chairman's office of the Riléy Group.

" Dennis, eyes gleaming with adulation, updated Clarence on Kingla: sc
Group's developments. e

Giddy with excitement, Clarence pulled Yolanda close, plantmg
passionate kiss on her lips. “-
Clarence said, barely able to contain his excitement, "Honey, it appears
your strategy to provoke Liam has paid off. Look how frantic he's
become."

"It's all thanks to your guidance, Mr. Norris," Yolanda responded
playfully, her fingers lightly tracing over Clarence's chest.

The intimate scene between the two filled Dennis with a trembling
anger. ‘

Despite his seething anger, Dennis forced a smile and chimed in,
"Liam must be infuriated to the point of madness this time, hence his

12:44 52.9% \ ' ) 72%
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- With a sha.red laugh, Yolanda agreed. "They're likely oblivious to ho"

-
b =

powerful you are. Crushing Funbuy will be a cakewalk. Liam is

doomed." ]

Py
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Dennis was seething inside

His anger boiled but he bit his to;;g‘ﬂé-

s i i1

By

After all, he wasn't in a position to confront an heir
~ hundreds of billions of dollars.

> i

‘\!.

The only solace Dennis had was that he could get rid of his a
nemesis, Liam.

Every hardship was worth that.

oy

" The subsequent day, at the Kingland Group, every stratagem of Liam's

was executed to the letter. 1
4
The initial investment in quality assurance and logistical development 3
had hit a billion dollars. |

The group's financial reserves were teetering on the edge.

Yet the Kingland Group personnel were fired up and committed to

executing the plan flawlessly.
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".,k.,:-_ie‘ on Facebo

ven those who defended Fung/y were wewq;
attacked by others. " &

ﬁHowever, a moment of vindication came quickly.

Guided by Liam, and through relentless efforts, the marke.
department convinced Funbuy to form alliances with multiple brands.

If their products were on sale on Funbuy, the platform would W
commissions in the first phase. Moreover, it also facilitated
warehousing and logistics, significantly reducing the sellers' expenses.

For customers, Funbuy implemented a seven-day return policy, with
free shipping offered by the platform, greatly simplifying user
experience.

Warehousing and logistics, the two costliest operations, were handled
by the Kingland Group. The group was burning money, which
incentivized the brands to slash their prices.
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‘ .
Bt s b 24 P g L SR AL AS N AR RA L AR RAARRAA A REAAAL T o c N N Ut ilht Lot Lty



ling the word
- S

he phrase "Punbuy s ten-bi
_ pped Facebook j trending top

,gy aign is real"

Soon  enough,

2

§ arence 's cnt1c13m of Funbuy was dlSpl’OVEI‘l

|

"~

e common folk didn't worry about Kingland Group's fate.

- All they knew was that Funbuy genuinely helped them save moneflf_v

In the CEO's office of Kingland Group, top executives convened.
| They received data from the tech department. "Ever since the”
‘billion-dollar subsidy campaign was launched, Funbuy's transaction
volume has tripled." ‘

This news brought a mix of joy and concern.

They rejoiced because the platform saw increased activity. If this
continued, Funbuy would command a majority of the market share.

Their worry stemmed from the fact that the increased transactions
meant more expenses. Yet the group's finances were strained. |
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n-dollar subsidy plan shc
> users witness Funbuy's audacit

ﬁ\z ter all, they chose to trust the visionary leading them ‘

"Stay motivated! Once the ten-billion-dollar subsidy gﬁn
- concludes, each of you will receive a bonus equivalent to a month's
- salary," Liam added.

He was well aware that faith alone wasn't sufficient.

Only profit could truly motivate others.

As expected, the employees perked up and passionately executed their
tasks upon hearing Liam's words.

Eventually, Liam was the only one left in the office.

The mental strain was so intense that he collapsed into his chair.

Yet his face bore a constant grin of satisfaction.
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negle indeed attend/the party Hopefully; y’_
en ugh to host it by then!" "3 | }-’-f’ -

; surged through Clarence, making him gnr;i his teetli 3 His
tention was to see Liam lose his composure, but Liam's firm stance
thwarted that plan.

He wanted to further humiliate Liam, but Liam had -@‘“

disconnected the call.
In his CEO office, Liam rested against his chair. Although he porl:raYd
indifference earlier, inside, he was shaken to the core.

When it came to Julie, his rationality tended to slip.

His eyes reddened. He didn't believe Julie and Clarence were a couple,
let alone the fact that they had sex.

- With clenched fists,.Liam declared with resolve, "Julie, no matter what
happens, I won't let you end up with such a scoundrel!"

12:45 0.0% '




arence's expressidn soured. He retorted, "l‘-‘unbﬁ?i is still th 1
hopping application, correct? Why haven't you found a way
- surpass it during the shopping festival! My Norris family did not i
- in your group for you to collect salaries while doing nothing!"

After dismissing the manager, Clarence continued his inspection.

' Soon, he discovered something amiss.

The group's staff were using Funbuy to shop. They were eagerly
hunting for the best deals.

"Mr. Norris, what brings you here?"

Stunned employeés controlled their excitement upon seeing Clarence
and appeared uncomfortable.

Seeing this, Clarence seethed. His first instinct was to dismiss
12:45  445% : '
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arts wﬂl always 'be with the Riley Group We will p
hopping festival. I'm sure we can defeat Funbuy."

.V"" en Clarence saw that everyone Was trying to defend themselves S
felt it was inappropriate for him to argue more.

i He snorted coldly, gave them instructions about the shopping fest1
casually, and returned to his office, holdmg Yolanda in his arms. =

When he was in his office, the crazy shopping of the employees on 1
Funbuy kept repeating in his mind. Somehow, he felt uneasy. It Was
just that he couldn't tell why.

Clarence frowned, looked at Yolanda, and asked, "Honey, you have
been with Liam for three years, right? You must know him very well.

Do you think he is spending money now because he has given up or
because he has come up with a plan?"

Yolanda suddenly burst into laughter.
She stepped forward and held Clarence's arm.

Then she said jokingly, "Mr. Norris, in my opinion, it's just a gimmick

12:45 0.0% . : ) 72%
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1€ [ ople even r moted the app, saying it h
subs dy plan, so it was a good deal o shop there

,nltlr;.’

Even those people who had pre)ud1ces agalnst Funbuy before also j_ '
to join the shopping tide. And the result was that they really got th
benefits, and they got into the habit of shopping online using the app

- The users who enjoyed the benefits of the ten-billion-dollar u -
" plan naturally publicized it. Soon, the number of users of Funbuy
. began to increase sharply again.

All the employees of Kingland Group cheered for this result.
"Funbuy is really awesome! And Mr. Hoffman is awesome too."

" In their eyes, Liam had a more gorgeous halo around his head now.
Everyone in Kingland Group was his believer. 1

Liam, the instigator of this, was in his office. He was also in a good |
mood. ; '
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_explore other avenues." F &

ofﬁnan our eachByte focuses on top-tier mod _
sync with your platform's market niche. You

=

A

‘Liam was not taken aback by Otis" chilly demeanor.

[
[

" Possibly, this was partly shaped by the storm of negative rum

swirling online.

With a smile, Liam responded, "Mr. Olson, I assume you've he.
about the recent ten-billion-dollar incentive for Funbuy. This i
major move for Kingland Group to enter the mid-to-high-end marke
We've managed to double Funbuy user base with this move."

Otis, putting his irritation aside, gave a nod of acknowledgement.

This man, who had been consistently on the wrong side of public
opinion, seemed to have a vision beyond Otis' initial assumptions.

Otis paused, then questioned, "What's PeachByte's role in all this?"

Otis' shift from skept1c1sm to a more relaxed demeanor signaled his
willingness to drop his bias.
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~ Otis \-'. a shght own Funbuy might have topped
 che ] 'u and had a massive user base, but this didn't lm ress him.

tns scoffed "Is that your entire plan? Are you underestxmatmg me
. Hoffman?"

- Liam, maintaining his composure, elaborated on three other bene ‘{ S

"Your phone will have prime ad space on Funbuy's homepa
throughout the product launch timeline. We'll also send out SMS ale1 rts
to the target audience. Furthermore, all logistics and warehous ng
expenses throughout the selling and after-sales processes wﬂl
covered by our Kingland Group!"

D—

e

Otis was rendered speechless by this deluge of strategies. It was as
though they were going out of their way to help him gain more profit!

Liam's proposition was straightforward. He wanted to leverage
PeachByte's products to grow and maintain his user base.

In return, PeachByte would get increased visibility and market capture.
It was a win-win situation!

It was at this moment that Otis grasped the reasomng behmd Kingland
12:45 40,6% ; ) 72%







) b ii
It was almost akin to throwing away money!

- Despite her urge to argue, she swallowed her words.

:-: She chose to believe Liam!

' "Mr. Hoffman, I'm going to draw up the contract now!"

EThe next day, both Liam and Vivian made their way to the sched: lled

meeting.

"Wow! Why does it feel like I've walked into the White House? This
place is ridiculously sophisticated!" -

Vivian's wide-eyed admiration in Summer Restaurant was almost+
childlike. )

It held the title of the finest restaurant in Salem, and its intricate decor
was unmatched. _ . e
12:45




am , too, held a keen interest in the business
modestly, "“Your words are too kind. I have a*longjglay to
an match you, Mr. Olson. I hope to learn much from you

)

eir conversation was filled with pleasant exchanges.

Suddenly, two familiar faces at the entrance caught Liam's eye.
Balling his fists in fury, Liam growled, "Julie, Clarence..."

| One of these two individuals was the woman he held dear, and the
other was the man who had stolen her away. ¥

At the entrance, Clarence was sporting a smile. "Julie, this is the top
restaurant in Salem. Only the noblest people visit this place!"

His spirits were high. This was the first time Julie had agreed to go on
a date with him.

This signified a deepéning bond between them!

12:46 27.8%

k e i e I L e o o . S o _:.V" :




 tha moment, C _ce‘ spotted Liam.

A ischievous gle‘ in hlS eyes, he strode OVer: Un ot=p
who it is? Mr. Hoffman? W1th your company in shar I.b S how“”'
afford this place? Do you, a simpleton, even comprehend the
“here? Your very existence here is a disgrace to the place!
nothing more than an outcast from the Hoffman family!"

As Otis noticed the brewing tension, his expression soured.

"I apologize, Mr. Olson. I need to sort out a personal matter,"
" expressed regretfully.

After saying that, Liam turned to Clarence.

His icy voice cut through the air. "Dogs know how to bark! Leave!
You're making my guest uncomfortable!"

Y-u._,.._




___m
e to eam Cl

The tension on Clarence's face dissolved and a malevolent smirk "_.‘\.f,
into place. "Precisely, darling. No need to stoop to his level, 3

murmured, wrapping an arm around Julie's waist and castln
triumphant glance at Liam. '
~ The scene unfolding before Liam felt like an iron hook firmly lodged .l-iél
his heart, relentlessly pulling at it with intensity. s

"Julie, how did you come to this? Standing with Clarence and treau'ng'
me with such contempt?" a

His fists curled tightly, nails digging into flesh, while a dangerous red |
hue flickered in his eyes.

"Julie, being with someone like Clarence might provide you temporary
happiness, but it won't last!" Liam's voice was hoarse.

12:46 0.0%
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....

ning back to Liam, he taunted, "Mr. Hoffman, a
veestlmatmg yourself? You've seized control of Kingland Gro
‘the Hoffman family. Let me enlighten you, the greatest d.lffer‘_
'between an orphaned castaway like you and me lies in our upbringing
- Take the soothing symphonies playing in this place for instance, J
familiar with nearly all of them and their underlying narratives. And
you, you're limited to merely recognizing the sounds. This chasm
cannot be bridged by your modest accomplishments. That's the .Eﬁ,
Julie prefers me!" |

By

A shiver ran through Liam's frame. He had no desire to engage ;-
Clarence.

However, when it came to Julie, an irresistible urge surged within
Liam.

He retorted coldly, "Ridiculous! The thing you're so proud of is not a
big deal to me! My understanding of classical music surpasses yours!"

Clap, clap, clap!
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“m & danced :bL
e, attracting a small crowd arounc

way into the audience's ears.

s

As the composition concluded, a storm of applause echoed across
room. "
Everyone was left craving for more, eagerly anticipating the
performer.

fAfter all, the diners here were connoisseurs of music.

Undaunted and with an air of grace, Clarence ascended the stage and
played a popular nocturne.

!
His execution, however, paled in comparison to the prior artist. 1

Yet he played commendably, earning him supportive applausé from a
few guests. , | . 1

As he saw this, a smirking Dennis approached Liam, tauntingly sayi-ngv,;
12:46 0.0% ; ' R 1y




ished guests, he feared huiniliaﬁ |
emed to be tilting in his favor.

ongoing situation

’ i 4

4 4 > * --‘1"‘: -
Sporting a smug grin, he sneered, "I doubt you even need to make an
attempt. The outcome remains unchanged. Why not spare us all the
' time and bow down now?" -

n

His brazen words were met with a single retort, "Ridiculous!" 8

With that, Liam stepped onto the stage.
His fingers danced gracefully across each piano key, as if he could

sense their vibrant energy.

Noticing the lack of any sound, Dennis started to stomp his feet
impatiently. "Step off the stage, Liam. Leave without further
embarrassing yourself. You've already soured the evening for the
guests!"

A few disgruntled guests aired their annoyance as well.

Still, the stage remained eerily silent.
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Sk

mbiance shifted to a somber 1

'L_'e, [ lost you; s / .'

¥
& '

.'enny, life without you is impossible..."

Several audience members shed silent tears, Liam included.

' As he was lost in his own music, his eyes reddened, continually
- seeking Julie's gaze. i
¢ His heartfelt sentiments were lodged in his throat, unspoken, piling
“In his heart.

Julie, I love you!

Sitting amongst the crowd, Julie also had tears welling in her eyes. The i
music drove a sharp pang of sorrow into her heart, yet she bravely \
held back, avoiding Clarence's notice. |

The music slowly faded, leaving behind an audience swallowed in al
deafening silence, drowned in their sadness. 3
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e better performer ;isn t}it._
rassment. Now, kneel and take

s
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: 1 held was well known to him If ]
‘him, Dennis' end would undoubtedly be unfavorable.

1e power that Lia

Yet to exact revengé on Liam, he summoned his Caurage, gritt _ his
olars, and steeled himself to block Liam's path once more.

. At that moment, Dennis' self-assurance diminished greatly. He
| stuttered, "Liam, are ... are you planning to fight in Summer
Restaurant? Since you have placed a wager with us, you must bea
outcome of defeat. With a piano performance as poor as yours, |
" dare you be arrogant? You should accept the punishment you've
earned!" ’

At Dennis' words, the spectators jolted back to reality, looking at him
- as if he were a fool. |

The artist stepped forward and chastised with fury, "What are you4
doing? Get out of the way!

|
|
a
o

This gentleman's prowess in piano, and even in classical music,
surpasses mine by miles! Are you fit to pass judgment on it?"
12:46 . 0.0% ' i
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7 then did Dennis realize that Liam's performance v

e v o+,
|

) éeling humiliated, he retreated to a corner, his spirit deflated.

 Once Liam regained his composure, he paid no heed to Dennis.
Dennis, a conceited buffoon, was too insignificant to catch his interest.

Sporting a teasing grin once again, Liam advanced towards Clarené
uttering in a low tone, "Time to concede defeat, wouldn't you sai? '
Even your lackey comprehends this. I assume you, as his superior,
should be well aware of what you should do! Now, there's no need for
my intervention. Just kneel and make your exit!"

Clarence's cheeks flushed in embarrassment. He feigned ignorance.
"Why? Who declared you the victor? I hardly think you, a country
bumpkin, can outdo me! I'm being generous by not demanding you to
kneel and get out of here!"

Immediately, the guests booed at Clarence's behavior.

The artist himself stepped up to confront the situation!
12:46 33.2% : '




mrmtment after losing a bet, it's rather unseemly for an heir
C an with a staggering net worth of hundreds of billions of dollars

4

Comered and fuming, Clarence muttered under his breath, threatemn »
"Don't push me beyond my limits. It's not good for anyone to leave In

no choice in it!" .3_&

v

RO
gl
£
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ds rendered him powerless.
il ) “ §
¥

ilemma, the crowd present sided with Liz

“C':onsu'med 'by despair, he directed his anger towards Dennis, w,
 came up with the idea! 4

' Slap!

Suddenly, a resounding slap connected with Dennis's face.
Stunned, Dennis cupped his slapped cheek and queried, "Mr. Norri:é,”!
why did you strike me?"

Fury seeping from his every pore, Clarence shouted, "This mess is on
you. Why did you make the fucking bet with him?! Did you get my
permission? I must beat you to death!"

Having vented, he turned to Liam, his demeanor changing as he
implored, "Mr. Hoffman, surely you understand that this wager was
Dennis's doing. How about we let him kneel and fulfill the bet!"

Liam was momentarily dumbfounded by Clarence's audacious ploy.

12:47 0.0% 5 3 =171%
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sed, Dennis managed a weak s i{e.

lis _Sition left him no room for defiance.
, ddenly, Dennis found himself on his knees, teeth clenéhe' as he
_commenced the crawl of shame, inch by inch! e

- It was a spectacle, not just the humiliation of the underling, but of L
master too!

Fury blazing in his eyes, Clarence gritted his teeth and queried, "Ma
take my leave now?" |

fi--f i
{. t

"However, since you humiliated me before, you owe me an apology, |
don't you?" Liam stood firmly in front of him, blocking his way and
refusing to let him pass.

Mockery emanated from the spectators.

"How dare this amateur belittle a master?"

"You had the audacity to call Mr. Hoffman a country bumpkin, yet only
showcased a mediocre level of piano skill. How ridiculous!"

"His failure isn't just in music, but also in manners."

12:47 22.0% '




nce, his face -;:?f“"i of gloom, exited alongside Ju

he reached the door, he turned around *
~as he thre tened "Even }f

»
,

hen, I might grac1ously offer you a janitor's posmon at Rlley G
f e'll see how this plays out!" |
' Julie looked at the embarrassed Clarence, laughed nervously anc
- forced herself to chime in, "Indeed, your piano skills are impressive
' but they don't make you compare to an heir of a clan worth hundreds
of billions of dollars! Perhaps consider how to manage Kingland Gr
well instead of strumming piano keys!" ‘
l’('
' With that, they departed.

Julie's parting words hung in the air, a reminder for Liam!

However, Liam was too engrossed in his whirlwind of emotions to |
absorb the implication.

'His mind was a flurry of questions. How did Julie and Clarence end up |
together? |




F B : . ; b » 4
"No incc vemce
ce _'Your SSl ¢ m_— to

iam responded modestly, "Those are insignificant details." 1
;N ¢ y ‘ eI S ‘
| he two proceeded to discuss the alliance further, with a,e,»
- showcasing his dedication. '

 Otis, already leaning towards the partnership, was there merely _1;-:
confirmation. 1

The contract was signed then and there, followed by champagne
uncorked in celebration.

In good mood, Otis exclaimed, "Mr. Hoffman, upon my return, I'll
pub11c1ze our collaboration. I'm positive it will yield the desired results!

Ding!

The glasses met and were drained, but a sudden thought prompted
Liam to caution, "Mr. Olson, perhaps we should withhold announcing
our partnership for the moment. We can make the preliminary plan,
and discuss the specifics and next steps later."
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g Aikin, his voice hard, Liam co

ﬁ,'~.., acﬁes“\hfhy has she changed so «

)

h
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[ wil ’._; lown to it rig ow!"

JB TR

that, he quic cly launched an investigation into this

- - Q. ‘he received a message from his men.

\ 1thout hesitation, Aikin returned to the office and Te ;. rte
Erespectfully, "Mr. Hoffman, we have found out that a few days agc

' Yolanda went to the Cortez family's residence to see Miss Fiber. £
 that, Miss Fiber seemed to start getting close to Clarence dehberatelyl

e
P

"Yolanda?"

A hint of surprise flashed across Liam's narrowed eyes. Following tha ;
he ordered icily, "It's her again! Bring her to me at once! I'd like to see'-
what tricks she is playing this time!"

"Yes, sir!"

Thanks to Kingland Security's power, Yolanda was soon brought before
him.

She screamed and struggled all the way as she felt a certain sense of
uneasiness settling over her.

However, she calmed down the moment she saw Liam.
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arence’ \/Vha d dy

rFk;f‘ you bitch! If you dare to take advantage of Juhe
,l 1l hunt you till the ends of the earth!"

‘Yolanda didn't take his accusation seriously at all.

However, seeing Liam's concern for Julie somehow made her jealous.‘i
With a dark expression upon her face, Yolanda said, "Liam, we flé
been married for three years, but you had never cared about me this
much before this! Is that bitch, Julie, so good that she is deserving of |
all these?"

Slap!

A resounding slap was heard as Yolanda endured a hard slap to her
face.

Following that, Liam's cold voice was heard saying, "You aren't worthy
of mentioning her!"

Hearing this, Yolanda laughed in a craze manner and said, "Fine! I am
not worthy, huh? I bet you just can't bear to see Julie being with
another man, can you? I did pay her a visit the other day. However. I
12:47 29.7% \ ' ) 71%




s:‘ impossit E.e., wit .
Jm pushed Yola '“'da out of the offlce and shout

‘ou must be lying to me! Julie isn't that kind of person to ho
with another man!"

Havmg been forcibly removed from the office, Yolanda fumed:-q,
- shame and indignation. ’

She stared at Liam with hatred in her eyes and said, "Liam! How dare

~you consider yourself a man?! How dare you attack me?! Just wait

see. I will force you to kneel in front of me with despair in your eyes

the day Kingland Group announces their bankruptcy! It's okay if you

don't believe me for now. Sooner or later, you will see with your own
eyes that she chose Mr. Norris instead of a loser like you!" @




‘ff e, why?"

am having exhausted his anger, sank to the ﬂoor in a d esola

corner, a twisted smile of bitterness on his lips. -
3 E

' A laugh that echoed the emptiness within him filled the room as he
- said, "I chose to give up on her myself. Why can't I let her go now

Julie, even if you did choose to be with Clarence, under what title can I
possibly intervene?"

Time seemed to stretch indefinitely until at last, Liam pulled himself
P -

The urge to protect Julie from harm stirred in him once more, a
3
determined look returning to his eyes.

With clenched fists, Liam voiced his resolve. "Julie, even if we part
ways, I will ensure you never end up with a scum like Clarence!
Clarence, do you believe your Riley Group will be the winner? Watch |

as I trample your pride and joy into the dust at its pmnacIe'"
12:47 0.0%
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‘-7" \ikin ad bnefed er about Julie's situation on the way

At some point, Vi ian realized she had grown indifferent towards Julie.

‘She was not worried about Julie falling for Clarence's ruse anymore.

- By this time, Vivian's heart belonged entirely to Liam! @

Ve

She even found herself gleefully pondering over Julie's predlcamen
For in that scenario, Liam would be solely hers!

%‘:ﬁt‘

RSl
il N

"Leave! It's not your place to bring up Julie!"

Liam's cold tone stunned her, and he sternly told her, "Do not enter
the CEQ's office without my permission from now on! Aikin, show her
out!" @

Upon hearing this, Aikin timidly entered the room.

After all, it was his careless chatter that had triggered this event.

"Miss Greyson, we should step outside." Aikin gently guided Vivian out
of the office with a hushed reminder. G
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e gradually regai ned composure, and the ghmmer of confidenc
r returned to- his eyes' ‘

Liam reached for his phone and dialed Otis' number. After exchangi
- customary greetings, he said, "Mr. Olson, the official unveiling of th
new phone will take place next Tuesday!"

He had chosen this day deliberately. It was not only the Riley GI'OUP:"S
shopping festival, but also Julie's birthday!

“Julie, just wait. I will reclaim you," Liam whispered to himself.
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‘nd contir ued it wasn't just about beatmg F inbuy; eve
| was at stal e'

Ir . Norris, our app is still pretty renowned, right? We'll ﬁx i“frf*
Denms said W1thout thinking, attemptmg to appease Clarence. -

With a fierce turn, Clarence directed his wrath towards Dennis.

A powerful slap sent Dennis sprawling on the floor. @

Clarence looked down and reprimanded, "What's the fucking pomt o
spewing nonsense like that? As an underling, learn when to keep your

mouth shut. Got it? And the incompetent suppliers you brought to the

company, have they roped in any users yet? If they're just idling about,
they'll be booted out of this group sooner or later!"

Dennis, having been unexpectedly struck, picked himself up without
uttering a word.

Just then, Yolanda entered, seething with rage towards Liam.

Her eyes glinted with malice and a wicked smirk played on her lips.
Revenge was on her mind.
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ealized. Money Yand 1 hower,

n "n, she sp _'-‘e'-'civ the beans about Julie.

) P
> / Larl

]
=y

'Did you know, Mr. Norris? Julie's being nice to you isn't du
affection! She's a corporate spy! Leveraging your trust, she
laylng information to Liam. And, Julie's heart still beats for LlamI

I This revelation left Clarence dumbstruck.
b
| "Say that again?"

Clarence's inflated self-perception crumbled.

The realization morphed into rage, and he was about to ask someone
to bring Julie here.

- If he couldn't win her with his charm, he'd rape her with brute force! |

This was the decision of Clarence. ‘

But Yolanda intervened, "Mr. Norris, relax. Julie isn't worth your
wrath. You can have some fun with her and then discard her. But
she's still of use to us currently She wants to spy on the Rlley Group 3




‘1arer_1ce's eyes sparkled with lust and desire at her words.

" "I guess I need to mentor you more often."
Everyone retreated after hearing that. e

After having sex, Clarence rested on Yolanda's body, out of breath.

"Mark my words, Kingland Group's end is near!" he asserted firmly.
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vndm ,to exc gthe - -
i Then Clare \ce wil dlSCO er 1
lar d Group
ven out of it."

: /hen Julie heard all this, the expression on her face drasgcall_‘f
- changed. - |
- As the former vice pi’esiden‘t‘ of Kingland Group, she knew very well in
her heart that if this plot succeeded, the Funbuy would completely los
the trust of the users, and no one would use it again in shoppm
online. ~.:

She said anxiously, "Then let's go to Kingland Group now. We need to
let them know about this. They should find out who those bribed
suppliers are. Let's ask them to deal with it secretly. No word about it
should get out to the public."

When Yolanda heard this, the look on her face changed slightly.

She couldn't help sighing in her heart. No wonder Julie was the vice
president of Kingland Group before. She could come up with a
preliminary solution so soon.

But she hurriedly stopped Julie. "I'm afraid it's inappropriate. Come to

think of it, the large-scale self-investigation of such a giant shopping
12:47 0.0% . ' ) 71%
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olanda couldn' t help chucklmg‘ 1'nwardly when she heard tlus. S Te
enough Julie had fallen 1nto“her trap B

4 But, of course, she Had to c‘ohtinue preteriding. She deliberately ::o'«‘:
.~ a worried expressio‘n and quickly denied it. "No, absolutely not! It's to
dangerous for you to go there, especially with such a purpose. What a‘f
Clarence finds out? If he catches you, your parents, and even fl
Cortez family, will be implicated. It's not easy to appease the anger
. the heir of a family with assets worth more than hundreds of billions

Julie fell silent. She hesitated for a while.

In her mind, the person she was obsessed with constantly enlarged
~ and filled her entire heart. 1

So she became more determined. She said firmly, "Even if the
consequences may be dire for me, I w111 still do it. This is the only ]
thing I can do for Liam." ' ‘ :




inwardly that only a fool
m were desti a

)
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he stopped in front of his office and took a deep breath. "You h
calm down: He can't see through you," she repeated softly to herself

~ Before she could open the door, the door was pulled open from 1n51d
and Clarence walked out.

- 'u_.

He had just received a detailed message from Yolanda. One that got
him very angry.
However, he had to keep his emotions in check for this to work. He
feigned pleasant surprise and smiled at Julie. "Julie? What are you
doing there? Missed me? Why don't you come in and have a seat?"

As he spoke, he draped his arm around her waist, drawing small
circles on her waist with his fingers before helping her to the sofa.

Julie swallowed the bile that rose in her throat and forced a fake smile
on her face. "I had nothing to do at home. I thought I'd come and see
“you." ‘

Conversation didn't come easily. So, they chatted awkwardly.
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coffed i d i nwar l

'.Juhe couldn't be happier. She needed him to stay out for as long
possible.

She kept her face neutral despite her inner joy and said, "I am. T
your time."

Clarence nodded and left.

As soon as the door closed after him, the gentle look on his face faded
and was replaced by a cold and hard look.

He wasn't sure how much longer he was going to keep his anger
towards Julie tucked away.

"That bitch! I can't believe she loves Liam this much. I've been after
her for so long, but she never once came to see me. She finally came
today for the first time, and for what? For another man! You
ungrateful bitch! You'll pay for this. You'll soon be my slave."
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lie d ‘dh‘t have tinr e'to ﬁgure that out. So, sh ..' k
and ulckly snapped shots of the hst

B

-v‘_r“

é““ ow can there be so many people?"

Once she had taken pictures of everything, Julie kept the file bac
%place closed the safe, kept the key back in the drawer and wall
Jback to her seat. She took a deep breath and tried to even h
- breathing. ’

Meanwhile, Clarence sat in the monitoring room and Watc
feverythlng that happened in his office.

A
Tar i

As soon as Yolanda tipped him, he had a micro camera installed in his
office. ‘

1
He looked at the flustered Julie, anger simmering just below his
restraints. i

At least, one good thing would come out of this. He said to himself “1
with a smirk, "Oh, Liam, your woman will get you kicked out of the}
Kingland Group, and I'd like to see how you will react to that. Don't







inder her.

?'

As he watched Julie's retreating silhouette, he murmured ;iiﬁ
breath, "I hope you play your part and make yourself useful!"

Meanwhile, at the Kingland Group's CEO's office.

| Liam was immersed in reviewing the latest financial analyses (w
Funbuy j R
Thanks to a hundred-billion-dollar infusion and a focus on 1nventory

- and logistics, they were gradually seeing returns.

The growth of the Kingland Group was unfolding just as he envisioned.

- Thud. Thud.

The knocking sound reverberated through the room.
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current trajectory, but he also had his heart set on b ¥
i ack to his home! :.

; That day was rapidly drawing closer!

Just then, a beep emanated from Liam's computer. .3
An email from an unknown sender had made its way into his privd
Inbox.

The bold subject line immediately caught Liam's attention. "Kingland“
Group in Crisis (7.23)."

Confusion furrowed Liam's brow. "Who could this email be from? They

know my private email address and my birthdate!

After wrestling with the mystery to no avail, he opened the email to
read its contents.

"Many of Funbuy's suppliers have been bribed! Counterfeit products
are being used to sully Funbuy's reputation and topple the Kingland
Group!"
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But within -the Rlley Group, this level of information was top sec @
How could it have slipped through? e

- After racking his brain, Liam could only draw one conclusion. Was it
Julie?

She knew his birthday, and all signs seemed to point towards her! ‘
Was she getting close to Clarence just to gather information for *
"

With these thoughts in mind, a surge of emotion welled up in Liam's |
eyes.

"Julie, rest assured, your message has been received, and 1 will
certainly conduct a thorough investigation!" Liam said in a whisper.
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bﬂhon dollar subsidy plan made everyone busy

Liam smiled faintly and asked, "Mr. Richardson, why don't you ,
well? Have you been under too much pressure because of 55:1.-
recently? This time, put aside your work first and conduct an
inspection of their products. This is our priority. After this, I'll give
a month off, so you can relax." '

r
|

| Augustine nodded in agreement absent-mindedly.
"I understand, Mr. Hoffman."

When he walked out of Liam's office, a bitter smile immediately’i-
appeared on his face. 3

‘Indeed, he was under too much preSsure.

Because his parents were being contr"_'lljed by Clarence.



iugllStine'S eyes darkened. No matter how unwilling he w: -he had
' no choice but to do 1t ~ e

At this moment, Liam was in the CEO's office, tapping the table \m ¢!
his fingers, and his eyes were obscure.

He was a little uneasy.

o5

During the inspection, even if they found counterfeit products, g
would only stop future losses.

Unfortunately, some of the counterfeits were already sold. Once they
were discovered, it would seriously affect the reputation of the Funbuy

app.

Regardless of whether it was an email from Julie or not, he had to take
measures.

Liam picked up the phone and called Vivian.

He handed the list to her and ordered, "Take this list to the logISUCS
12:48 7% : <l !:m% ,
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released 1mmed1ately caused countless discussions.

- Not long ago, many people enjoyed the benefits of the ten-billion-
dollar subsidy plan, so the reputation of the Funbuy app improved a
lot.

-

Someone even joked, "Is it possible that they don't have enoug
money to support the subsidy plan anymore, so they stopped the
delivery?" ; f’

At this time, Clarence also saw the statement. He was so overjoyed
that he said to himself, "Liam, after waiting for so long, I finally made
you fall into my trap. It seems that bitch's words work for you."

Soon, the Riley Group also made a public statement.

"The real reason why the Funbuy app stopped its delivery this time 1s
that they have been selling counterfeits. At present, some people have
discovered it, but they were quieted down by Kingland Group. Now,
they keep the products and don't allow the rest of the counterfeits to
be delivered. They want to deal with this matter in secret, so they can

12:48 36.4% ) : m71%
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nk the Funbuy app is generous enough to do chanty’ One wi
', ntelhgence. won't be fooled like this."

- However, there were also some users who really enjoyed the benefits
of the ten-billion-dollar subsidy plan. They came out and spoke for the

app.

"As an opponent, the Riley Group used words of slander to excite yoj
immediately." T4

"Yes, we have really enjoyed the benefits, and the things we have
bought are also very good. You are just jealous of it."

Public opinion continued to shift, and the two sides were arguing
fiercely.

The next day, Augustine came for a surprise inspection of the trucks of
the suppliers on the list. These trucks were returning to the
warehouse.

After the inspection, he found that the products were all genuine and
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And as for Augustine's request, he replied casually, "Don't worry.
. parents are fine in my place. When ngland Group is comple
- destroyed, they will definitely return to you."

Actually, as long as Augustine was still useful, Clarence Wantedf; G
keep controlling him. P

He would not release his parents at present. b

Augustine wanted to protest again, but the person on the other end of ]
the line had already hung up.

He didn't have any bargaining chips in his hand. If he continued being
like this, he would only become Clarence's puppet.

At the thought of what he had done, he burst into tears.

"Mr. Hoffman, I'm really sorry."

12:48




20 was the

\ J
Rt u wallets fro 110
truck adorned Wi‘ the Kingland Group's logo but non
counterfeit Tabels. : )

In that very truck, a sack full of anti-counterfeit shckers 3
- discovered, intended for fraudulent use. ' !

The alleged original products promised in the ten-billion-dollar sub
program were nothing more than cheap imitations!

As soon as the statement was released, it caused a sensation or 1 th
r‘*Internet

And, online gossip mongers, in Clarence's payroll, helped circulate th
story of being fooled by forgeries.

Even the netizens who supported Funbuy began expressing regret.

They started questioning the authenticity of their purchases, reahzmg
they might not have noticed they were all knock-offs.

"We've been played by Funbuy for far too long, even stand
| 12:48 . 0.0% '



Hucks responsible for product deliveries, are all dispate
‘ . How on earth did
manage to pinpoint these trucks' locations?"

Mam was highly skeptical, almost convinced that there Was a km
within Kingland Group!

Moreover, this mole had to be someone in a position of power.

- Liam summoned Aikin and shared his suspicion of a tra;xt_'
their ranks. ‘




ywhile, the ambiance at the Riley Gro?u'p(‘ was
ith the anxiety at Kingland Group.

celebration party was in progress at the Rﬂey Group.
At this gathering, Clarence couldn't hide his triumphant aura.

- Since the exposure of Funbuy's counterfeits, the user base of the:
. Group's app had surged, with their sales figures soaring.

Their shopping festival promotion was finally paying off!
"Ladies and gentlemen, since I took over the Riley Group, we've ﬁnaﬁg
- made some achievements. I intend to ride this wave, increase our

festival discounts, and completely obliterate Funbuy!"

The staff members echoed his sentiment, witnessing their bess }0
“mood for the first time.




i,. thought she really did have foresight,.fand Julie W@mdbe
trouble if she continued to associate with a loser like Liam.




tia u dlsturbed offered him a reassuring smile. "The mole has Just
> their move. 7 ey are probably well hidden. We're not going to
;Z,: C anytl'ung just yet. Eventually, they might just expose themselves."

Public sentiment surrounding the Funbuy app was in a stalema
online.

n the end, counterfeit products wouldn't deal a crippling blow to
b orporatlon

L Shhy
o
S|
WAL, 2

Some people even vouched for Funbuy after buying valuable items and
ing their authenticity, although these voices were few.

E Liam instructed the PR department to release another statement in
‘ Kingland Group's name.
i
“The claim that Kingland Group intentionally sells counterfeit goods is
- not true. There is, indeed, an issue within our group. The sales of
counterfeit items are under investigation. We promise the public an
- explanation! We wil] fully compensate any users who have purchased
these counterfeits, ensuring their satisfaction. Rest assured, Funbuy is
'm the public interest. Our ten-billion-dollar subsidy plan is definitely




l*-~

2 cilled he would demand
_ chippl  away at his morality. '
Al d what exactly do you want me/to do this time?" u
in a frosty tone. :

Clarence responded outright, without concealing anything, "Of cou
you will continue to undermine Kingland Group. This time it's wm:‘
' You'll find those suppliers involved in the evidence and make &
pay for their contract breach! They have to pay, no matter
methods you resort to. Crucially, they should be made to believe u"

Liam's wish!”

d

Clarence laughed wickedly at his own words.

Augustine remained silent for a while. It was tough to sland

someone he admired. |
|

After a moment of hesitation, he replied, "Alright, but this time yot
must release my parents first, in case you break your promise on

more!”

8
|
ol

‘ Ha ha ha...
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” sic pmnu alwa made him re '
l, Augustine assembled the supphers, .. s voic
77-”_"-:\n¢' . ﬂ\em 2 \ T
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s ‘Z’

_ ou all were aware of the terms when you signed up wnh nk
right? Now that you're peddling counterfeit items, it would be v

"' pay the penalty and willingly terminate the contract. Ot.herwne,
Hoffman will ensure you never do retail business again!"

',* y

This statement incited outrage among the suppliers.

"What? Is Mr. Hoffman accusing us of intentionally selling counterfe
goods?”

"We're all legitimate traders. We've never participated in such acts!™

“This is a set up! We won't pay compensation! At worst, we'll take th
to court!”

Augustine was well aware these suppliers hadn't sold counterfe
items.

Yet, remembering Clarence's threat, he steeled himself and retorte
"Well, the fake items were traced back to you! And theyve caus
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| \ the penalty. I'm done
take over as their supplier!"

is of surrender echoed soon, someone starti
At this time, an elderly supplier, his hair white as snow, pushed
way through the crowd towards Augustine.

S ddenly, he abruptly dropped to his knees, his eyes fi]led
d&span' and pleas. i

"Could you possibly implore Mr. Hoffman to be lenient with us! We
not selling counterfeits. I've been a sincere supplier all these year
get up early and go to bed late to make money for the treatment of m
" dear daughter's illness! She is only ten years old. I can't watch her die!

The sight before Augustine made him recoil. He took a few steps back.

He was genuinely struggling and felt the urge to show kindness severa
times.

However, he could only respond coldly, "I... I have no choice. It's Mr
Hoffman's orders. I'm simply following thern Don't put me m a g
spot." i
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