had anticipated.

Instead, Aaron looked almost relieved, as though

unburdening a hidden weight.

But no matter the reason, Liam couldn't find it in
himself to forgive anyone who betrayed the Dark
Night Organization.

It was at this moment that Fiona snapped back to
reality. Liam had only told her they couldn't
partner up for the day. The rest of his plan’
remained a mystery.




gFionarelease herp

her outburst, Fiona shot Aaron a comple
glance. "I'm heading out," she announced, the
exited without looking back.

i

Once Fiona had departed, Liaminstructed his team

to escort Aaron, whose face had turned ashen]
away.

The traitor was apprehended, and a trial was next
on the agenda.

An hour later, in an old interrogation room of the
Dark Night Organization's base, Liam stood before
a visibly weakened Aaron. "Why did you turn
against the Dark Night Organization to serve Black |
Spider?" His voice was icy.

Aaron, without holding back, offered a rueful smil
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She'd relapse each time. She has beco‘ ne
monster. That's when Black Spider approached me

| had no option but to comply, just to keepllf

supplying her with drugs. | didn't want to, but...
Listening, Liam felt a pang of empathy.

He could picture himself compromising his own
values time and again, if the woman involved were
Julie.

That overwhelming sense of powerlessneés had
the capacity to crush anyone. It was then that he
began to fathom why the Dark Night Organization
had equated drug involvement with a death
sentence. |

U

, Such vices had the potential to devastate anyon_




Dark Fiend, two brothers whose appearances were i

an uncanny match for Aaron's description.

. What was more, Aaron had mentioned meeting the

man a month prior.
That left only one plausible conclusion.
It was Black Fiend, who had abducted Julie!

Realizing he was onto something, Liam was eager

to get a phone number.

Regrettably, Aaron didn't have any contact details
for any members of Black Spider. Their
interactions had been infrequent, and Black Fiend

had always been the one to initiate contact.

- Aaron willingly revealed the locations where theyd
met. As for the drugs, Black Spider had always\
managed to get them to Aaron after mi’sswm -

Liam mentally revisited each
mentioned, realizmg most /e ’}]




“Perhaps Yusuf was privy to some secrets. ‘
Just as this thought crossed his mind, a gunshot'

echoed. Whirling around, Liam found Aaron had f‘

taken his own life.

The bullet had passed through his throat, leaving
him lifeless and cold.

Filled with sorrow, Liam stepped closer to close
Aaron's eyes. Aaron’s life had been a sad tale, and

Liam feared Julie could share the same fate.
That would be catastrophic.

As the gunshot's echo faded, people flooded into .
the room.

., "Find a spot for his burial. He'll have a funeral, an







