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Back then, when he had to leave the Hoffman fu
behind, all his men had been lost in battle.

Out of all his comrades, only Jaxtyn, who had been in
a coma and hospitalized, hadn't died with the others
in the Hoffman family. !

But recently, when Liam had people look into Jaxtyn's
situation, they had come up empty-handed. To his
surprise, upon their meeting today, Jaxtyn had turned
into a monster!

Liam felt a pang of pain and was momentarily in a
daze.

While Liam was lost in thought, Shayla took on the
monster's assault by herself. Yet, her frame was
hardly strong enough to bear the brunt of such an
attack, leading to her bleeding from the mouth.




fa friend Hurting him wasn't an optlon

So, while avoiding the monster's assault,
attempted to rouse his friend by calling out to him.

“Jaxtyn! Hey, it's me, Liam! Don't you remember me?
What about Annie? Don't tell me you've forgotten her,
too. And all that stuff that went down between us?
Come on, man, snap out of it!"

Even Liam's mention of Annie didn't get a peep out of
Jaxtyn, who had turned into a monster,

Shayla was chased by the monster. Now, she wasn't
as quick on her feet as Liam and got hit by the
monster for a few times.

Before long, Shayla was covered in injuries. With the
monster's strength in mind, Shayla pinned her hop" S |
on Liam. i

- Panting, Shayla said, "Liam, this monste

of work. It never gets tired o“ ‘
dont flgure somethmg ot,lt @1 d ¢
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xtyn in this sfate. Liam found it ir
imself to end Jaxtyn's life.

hit by the monster, causing the ice coffin strabp.,
his back to crash to the floor.

Luckily, the ice coffin was made of no ordinary
material, leaving it unscathed. ]

The sight of the fallen ice coffin snapped Liam back
to reality.

It served as a wake-up call for him.

Despite his reluctance to harm Jaxtyn, it was clear
that Jaxtyn was no longer in control of himself, driven

by a murderous rage.

If Liam couldn't stop Jaxtyn, he feared what could
happen next. - |

~ With that realization, Liam's hesitation va ‘,l od. A
bright red aura enveloped him instantly.




Right then, the monster charged at
punch his way. |

Without hesitating, Liam countered with a pun~
his own.

The clash sent both of them stumbling back from the
immense force. Shayla took advantage of the
situation, sweeping the monster off its feet with a

swift leg kick. ‘ i

Liam wasted no time, rushing to pin the monster
down with all his strength.

Shayla quickly lent a hand, and together, they
struggled to keep the monster restrained.

This time, with their combined effort, the mo ‘f'e'
Jaxtyn, couldn't fight back.




“"Are you out of your mind?" Shayla, her brows |
and a touch of annoyance in her voice, turned to

"Seriously, take a good look. This dude here is @ |
straight-up monster. He isn't worthy of that 'brother
label you're giving him. If we let him get back on his
feet, we're the ones who'll end up six feet under!” she
added.

Liam stayed quiet, not sure how to come back at
Shayla's accusation.

But he refused to let go of her hand holding the knife.
He was torn.

He didn't want to see this creature, carrying Jaxtyn's
life, get killed by Shayla.

Seeing Liam's silence, Shayla was at a loss for worc




Caught off guard, Liam went flying, cras
hard and coughing up blood.

The monster's eyes were suddenly locked onto the
fallen ice coffin.

It charged toward it, seeming dead set on smashing it
to bits.

Seeing this, Liam's expression shifted. He positioned
his body between the monster and the ice coffin,
determined to stop it, even though the hit before had
messed him up badly, bones out of place and all.

Liam, despite his wounds, desperately tried to stop
the monster from moving forward.

Seeing Liam's boldness, Shayla grew more worried.
Realizing it wouldn't work, she made a firm decision.
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‘attack coming.

Shayla's speed, boosted by the armor, let her q
slash the monster's throat with her dagger.

Blood flooded the dungeon instantly as the monster's
life drained away, leaving it still and silent.

Shayla, having vanquished the threat in one swift
move, breathed a sigh of relief and sat down, drained,
catching her breath.

Liam looked at the motionless creature, his
expression a mix of emotions. He approached it
slowly.

Even in death, the monster showed no sign of
understanding.

Liam let out a sigh.

Maybe this thing was just a plain old monster
nothing to do with his friend, Jaxtyn.

He looked over at Shayla,
decided to keep his moutl







