5p’ter 1174 They Had A
‘History

Emerging from the seclusion of the private room,
Laney's intuition was ablaze, detecting that the
history between Garrett and Kailee was far from
simple.

The jealousy that sparked in Kailee's eyes as
Garrett held Laney was undeniable. If envy could
manifest as a lethal blade, Laney would have
surely perished at Kailee's hands.

Upon settling into the car, Laney feigned
seriousness, her voice tinged with confusion. "Why
do | get the sense that your connection with Kailee

goes beyond just being old classmates?"

Garrett was taken aback by Laney's
perceptiveness, his pulse quickening. He fumbled
for words, explaining, "We were an item back in -
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jealousy on a whim. But..."
'A Garrett's anxiety returned. "What?"

Laney's expression turned icy. "Kailee's actions
were despicable. It's one thing to insult me, but to
demean Janet as well? That's simply unbearable.”

'Sweetheart, don't worry!" Garrett patted his chest
with conviction, promising, "From now on, I'll keep
my distance from people like them and never let

them harm you!"
"That's a relief."

As the couple conversed, their home neared.
Suddenly, Laney experienced a sharp pain in her
abdomen, her face drained of color. "l... my

stomach doesn't feel right..."

Alarmed, Garrett gathered her into his arms,
~ concern etched on his face. "What's going on? Are
- you having stomach cramps?”

Laney grlpped her beIIy, struggling 10 ¢




~ condition wasn't severe. Emotional

upheaval had merely induced fetal movement. |
With proper care, all would be well.

However, on the side of caution, the doctor
advised Laney to remain in the hospital before
delivery just in case.

Relieved, Garrett's heart lightened. Yet, seeing
Laney's pallid complexion as she lay in bed, he

couldn't help but feel remorseful.

‘'m so sorry, honey. | didn't protect you well
enough.”

Regret colored Garrett's face as he gripped Laney's
hand. "l should never have taken you to that class
reunion. | had no idea theyd become so
pretentious and two-facedin justafew shortyears."

Laney offered him a reassuring smile, gently
squeezing his hand. "It's not your fault. Besides,
the doctor says Il be fine. | just need some rest.”




nderness only mtensuﬁ’ed Garfett'éf & I
_‘emnation He berated himself internally for |
causing such a wonderful wife to endure so much |

pain. He felt utterly wretched.

- After conversing a while longer, Laney drifted off
to sleep.

Gazing upon Laney's slumbering visage, Garrett
recalled the indignities she had suffered at the
gathering and the tense car ride. Consumed by
guilt and frustration, he retreated to the corridor
for a smoke.

It had been quite a while since he last smoked,

having quit when Laney became pregnant.

Nevertheless, just as he ignited his cigarette, he
noticed Leo and Vera hastily emerging from the
elevator. Catching sight of him, they inquired with

concern, "How is Laney? Is she okay?"

'She's fine," Garrett replied, snuffing out the

cigarette with a sullen expression.




