Janet didn't answer Brandon's question right
away. She looked embarrassed and glanced at
| Nightingale, who wore a sullen expression.

"'I'm fine," Janet said to Brandon with a forced
smile. "You have to discuss Jeremy, right? Go
ahead, I'll be fine."

Brandon reached out, gently touching Janet's
hair. "There are many who can chase Jeremy,
but only I can be here with you. You're what
matters most to me."

A blush crept onto Janet's cheeks, clearly shy
from Brandon's words.

I Nightingale huffed and stormed off without a
'< backward glance.

Watching her leave, Janet felt a stir of worry
d tugged at Brandon's sleeve. "Nightingale
ms upset," she whispered.

n shrugged. "She'll be fine. That's just
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He then studied Janet carefully, causing her to
feel uneasy under his intense gaze. His face,

once gentle, now looked serious.

"You don't seem alright. Are you hiding

something from me?" Brandon asked with
concern.

Janet paused, lifting her eyes to meet Brandon's
piercing gaze. His eyes, sharp and searching,
seemed to strip away her defenses.

Yet, Janet forced a composed sigh, her voice
tinged with resignation. "You probably have
spies around me, right? They must tell you
everything."

Brandon, far from upset, smiled and tapped her
nose affectionately. "I don't need spies to know
when you're keeping secrets."

To ease any potential misunderstanding, he
wrapped his arms around her

In Brandon's embrace, Janet could hear his
steady heartbeat, a comforting rhythm against
the turmoil in her thoughts.

L Brandon's voice, soft yet filled with concern,
| echoed alongside his heartbeat.

'l worry about you. What if someone troubles
you, or you neglect your health? I can't bear the

ught of losing you again."

‘words shook Janet to her core.
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' The walls around Janet's heart crumbled. She
Stepped back from his embrace, her face
serious."Somethingupsettingdidhappentoday."

"Hmm?" Brandon's brow furrowed, concern
evident in his voice. "What happened?"

“Today, my mom wasn't feeling well and I took
her to the hospital. At the hospital entrance, we
ran into two odd women," Janet recounted.
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