from shoutlng or resisting forcefully. Her only*
,t. was to silently apply pressure to free herself, s
to put some distance between her and Locke.

Recognizing Mandy's genuine anger, Locl
eventually let go of her wrist. '

The moment her wrist was released, Mandy 3
promptly retreated, maintaining a distance from &
Locke.

Checking out Mandy, who had now put a good
meter between them, Locke took a step forward. As
she backed up again, he whispered in her ear, "Take
a good look at that ruby. Does it spark any memones?.
Think if you've seen something like it before."

Upon hearing Locke's words, Mandy instantly
became serious. i




The ruby did, indeed, appear quite i
had encountered it somewhere previou

eyes widened in shock. Turning to I
exclaimed, "It's the Ocean Heart!"

Locke nodded while adjusting his glasses.
Mandy's fervor for gemstones, he was aware

this ruby would undoubtedly be etched in
memory.

Looking puzzled, Mandy tilted her head and aske
"But isn't the real Ocean Heart stored in your villa!
storage room? We checked it out just last night."

4

Mandy was certain that Locke's Ocean Heart at |
home couldn't be counterfeit. With only one Ocean *
Heart in existence, if Locke's was authentic, then the
one present must be a counterfeit.

Locke gave a little nod, oozing confidence. "The lady =
who brought the knockoff would say the same thing." =

Everything fell into place in Mandy's mind..;a
Anxiously, she hastened over to Elizabeth, =
irrespective of whether she was currently perus::

negative posts online, and drew her aside :

s -
4

~ interrogation.

- "Elizabeth, can you remember what tl.le lad
~ about the gem she brought? Did she mentiona:




| ght before and had eavesdropped o
h".'she began recalling the specifics. Sudde

gem's called the Ocean Heart. Got it at an
about a month ago." |

Upon hearing Tasha's words, Elizabeth
recollected. The woman who stirred trouble thi
morning did assert that she had acquired this O¢
Heart at an auction a month ago. )

"Exactly!" Mandy's eyes brightened.

Reflecting on that deceitful woman, she couldn't
resist cursing her numerous times in her thoughts.

"What's going on? Is there a problem?" Elizabeth
asked, looking confused.

Mandy waved it off, stating, "Her Ocean Heart is a
fake."

Even though both Elizabeth and Tasha seem
- shocked, Mandy decided not to spill the details
yet Exposing the woman's lies took precedence.
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