| backward, unzipped her handbag, then too
| small red velvet box and a certificate.

' Seeing the box in Mandy's hand, Janet immediate
| recognized that it contained the Ocean Heart. b

At that moment, she realized why Della had been
making things difficult for Mandy. The root cause of
her attitude was that she wanted the Ocean Heart.

Mandy put down the small red velvet on the table
first, looked at the certificate for a moment, and then
slammed it on the table, right in front of Della.

Not impressed with Mandy's behavior, Della looked
at her with contempt.

But before she could say anything, Mandy said in a
. yoice that was filled with venom, "The only reason
| the Ocean Heart is in my possession is because-
| Locke begged me to keep it. But then, so attached are
you to this gem, you came all the way from abroad

just to take it. Here it is, stuff it in your bag." -'

"'}ook Della had on her face showed that s

‘ use of the Ocean Heart, whic
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te '\b.e‘m support of Mandy. Swallowing her p
- decided to move on.

| "Open the box and confirm if what is inside is rez
the Ocean Heart. The last thing we'll want to happen:
is to later find out that we were cheated," Della"
instructed the girl next to her with an expressionless &
face. She was determined to stay calm and dignified 3
irrespective of how much she wanted to lash out ats
Mandy.

"As you wish, Mrs. Avila," the girl replied politely.

Carefully, she picked up the small red velvet box,
opened it, picked up the gem inside, and began to
check if it was really the Ocean Heart.

| Mandy, still mad at Della, scoffed, "Could you at
least drop this snob attitude of yours till you're alone? |
It's nothing short of irritating. Believe me, no one,
ept from you, thinks of this stone as precious. "
might think I want it, but to be frank with y:
useless to me." i




Ocean
hard, she gave the gem to Del
‘uncertainty.

a snatched the gem from the girl's T N
glanced at it. Immediately, she was certam
authent1c1ty The gem in her hand was indee
| Ocean Heart.

%

"Put it away," Della instructed the girl and gave her
back the gem.

Frantically, so as not to offend Della, the girl took thes
Ocean Heart and put it away.

As she looked at the frightened girl, a sneer appeared
on Mandy's lips.

But as much as Della was the most despicable
individual she had ever come across, Mandy decided
' not to let her emotions push her over the edge.

| With a mocking laugh, Mandy said to Della, "Now

that the gem is in your possession, Mrs. Avila, pleas,e;_, ]
ure not to cross my path again in the future. I'm

sure that you are aware that, unlike you, I'm a very

sy woman, right?” .
ing her best to restrain her anger, Della
gh gritted teeth, "Well, if you don‘t A
ou every now and then, stay va)
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