1g open the door to the hos;

sight of the graceful womai

-ouch, cradling a coffee cup. A d
ssed, yet she remained unchanged—her |
d elegance intact as if time had stood still.

4 - Complex emotions flickered in Vinson's eyes. A flo
\ of words pressed against his lips, but upon meet]
" her gaze, he found himself speechless.

The sound of the door alerted Wren. She looked up,
her eyes landing on the figure by the entrance. The 3
sight of the disheveled man and his deep-set eyes

caused her heart to flutter.

- "Vinson?"

their eyes met, Wren's composure shattered. T1
2gance that had cloaked her gave way to a stor




Their plan was simple: to get married and leave tk
| city behind to dedicate their" lives to med
research. ;

Wren, radiant and hopeful like Janet now, had once
harbored dreams of a joyous future ahead. i

. In those days, Vinson mentored a graduate student
' named Jeremy, who was driven yet lacked Vlnson s" "
| natural brilliance and renown. ;




> back under the Barton family's th
nd herself bargaining for her freedo

ombat her condition. In exchange, she agr
Et011 In their laboratory for two years sa
. compensation, with the understanding that
findings would be appropriated by them.

The Barton family's avarice knew no bounds. Two: i
years of exploiting Wren's genius were insufficient
for them; they saw her not as a person but as a
means to amass wealth, intending to claim her »
. lifetime of work as their own.

Moreover, they devised a plan to further entangles |
ren with their interests by proposing she marry.
nson, thereby anchoring them both firmly wi




1d t growing desperatlon

e Barton family, however, was

ffr“Witnessing her staunch opposition, they realized

spirit was unbreakable; she would never willing

integrate into their fold, nor would she act as j’,
conduit to ensnare Vinson.

Her defiance had taken root the moment her heart

aligned with Vinson's.

Consequently, the Barton family surmised that
eliminating Vinson from the equation would render

Wren docile, resigning her to a life under thelr

control, devoid of her aspirations and love.
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