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Chapter 316 The first place Jeremy went to was the company . 

But perhaps it was because of his bad luck , he didnt in 1 inform Kelvin in advance , 
driven by his mischievous thoughts . 

awareness of Kelvins itinerary . 

When he arrived , Kelvin was not in the company at all . 

This led to his lack of aw After being politely escorted out by the assistant , Jeremy 
leamed his lesson . 

This time , before going to see Richard , Jeremy called him first . 

Sitting ng in the car , he listened as the phone rang endlessly before finally being 
answered , The moment the call connected , Jeremy heard a mans pained groan , but it 
vanished in an instant . 

Confused , he asked , Richard , what are you doing over there ? Richards voice 
remained steady . 

Tm at the company , very busy . 

Important matter ? If not . 

Im hanging up ? Jeremy was used to this a attitude . 

Still curious about the strange sound hed heard when the call connected , he quickly 
stopped Richard . 

Wait , dont hang up yet He then asked curiously , Richard , why did I hear a strange 
sound just now ? Richard paused for a moment , his expression unchanging . 

Tm at the company working . 

There are no strange sounds . 

Maybe you didnt hear right . 

His tone was so certain that Jeremy hesitated . 

Perhaps he really had misheard . 



He didnt dwell on the matter , as it wasnt important anyway . 

He brought up the real reason for his call . 

Richard , which company are you at ? I want to come visit you , he asked with a smile . 

Jeremy didnt mention Yvonne because he wanted to surprise him . 

When she tried to call him Richard Jeremy even covered her mouth with his hand so 
she couldnt make a sound . 

Richard strongly objected to his arrival and listed several reason Jeremy , you need to 
understand that not everyone in this family is as idle as you . 

Even if you have nothing to do , dont wander around outside . 

Just stay home and keep Yvonne company . 

Thats the biggest contribution you can make to this family , Hearing this , Jeremy was 
speechless . 

How could you . 

he protested . 

Before he could finish , Richard interrupted him If someones already playing with 
Yvonne , go practice your calligraphy . 

Silas mentioned youve been slacking lately … Silas was Jeremys calligraphy teacher 
and a longtime friend of Richards . 

So Silas was not only Jeremys teacher , but also his elder . 

Jeremy never dared to slack off in his calligraphy practice . 

Hearing this , Jeremy seriously doubted Richard was making things up But be d didnt 
dare to speak up . 

He just never menticated going to the company to play with Richard again . 

After hanging up the phone , he looked at the innocent Yvonne sitting next to him , and 
his eyes gradually filled with sympathy as if he had thought of something When Your 
grew up a little , shed have to learn the arts too , likely from Richards friends . 

Those masters wouldnt hesitate to discipline students . 



Not only did they hit people , but they also filed complaints . 

ring Yvonnes tender and lovely face , Jeremy began to worry about her . 

1/3 Clespacial Hespericly loged Vonne would never grow spc sporing rid in Jeremys 
eyes, mouthing had happened in Bully , she realized it was not a big deal A weist , 
Jetetty mouldshing her to some notateresting places , and she might suffer indoor 
misfortunes . 

Housing Jeremy ? She was quite experienced at that . 

Just moshe reached fliise om histons , Jeremy remchwedd cunt to geistly pat her head , 
his eyes filled with affection . 

Yvonne , Khojr youll never grineup . 

Yourte perfect post the way yonu are now ? Troubdially , she wanted to grow i ( up , dis 
take big strides like adults instead of having to tout to keep up like cienny with whle , 
pleading eyes ave both busy , bristol m . 

Lets go play msnewhere elet Venue and said with a suph loss look , Tad may be fony , 
but Richard ? Not necesa He was not stupid and kies his family members qulle well . 

Hai Michaisls words and tone earlier had been adistinctly . 

After shunklig be a schule , he said with certainty , Richard was definitely . 
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clogg tit awold me . 

He wonklin even tell me whils hi company he was att . 

Hearing its guess . 

Yoone tously spoke up bon and . 

Ith hand works very hard . 

In matter if he best to us . 

He has to make money . 

Jeremy responded , sounding disappointed The clubllike inam ei e It was tone like 
Youse was taking hy to play doon the other way aromat than He was a very playful 
person lounged lazily , completely ignming Jeremys offerings . 



He bomedurely carried Yvonne qui they arrived , most animals had already been fed to 
satiety by other visitors and now sing in take a hair when the mus 231 PM et d Chapter 
316 Jeremy , an unreliable older brother . 

skillfully understood and mastered the Proper Use of a Magical Little Sister manual . 

Yvonne obediently touched the meat chunks with her finger . 

Moments later , Jeremy carried the special piece of meat to the feeding area . 

As soon as he reached his hand under the pipe , several small sea otters rushed over s 
in his d direction . 

Tourists around him , who were also there to feed the animals , all cast surprised 
glances in Jeremy beamed . 

Seeing the little creatures that hard ignored him earlier suddenly become so 
enthusiastic could hardly be described as mere happiness The surprised and envious 
gazes of the people around him further fueled his sense of s satisfaction . 

Other visitors , assuming it was a a prime feeding spot , rushed to inherit Jeremys 
position after he left and imitated him by placing meat in their hands , waiting for the sea 
otters to come and take it ers returned to their lazy appearance , as if their frenzy when 
facing Jeremy was just an illusion . 

However , to everyones surprise , the little sea otters Haffled , they could only conclude 
, Were otters … allow creatures who only responded to handsome faces ? Just because 
we are not handsome , they wont eat the food we feed . 

Although true , bnt this a bit too heartbreaking ? In addition to the sea otters , every area 
Jeremy visited , the animals there rushed toward him like fanatical fans . 

Surrounded by envious gazes , Jeremy remained silent , only feeding and taking photos 
. 

Yvonne was in Graves arms , hiding her achievements and fame ng her silly brother 
grinning from ear to ear , she also felt happy with a silly smile on her face . 

Sering Just then , a thoughtful voice came from behind them . 

Why do you have to touch all the food before he feeds it to the animals Hearing this , 
Yvonne blinked her eyes guiltily , then turned her head stifly and gave Grave a dry smile 
. 

ey had told her not to tell anyone about this ; the fewer people who knew , the better . 



Tinley So Yvonne racked her brains , her delicate little face scrunched up in thought as 
she desperately tried to come up with a reason She knew this day would come , so she 
had asked Tinley to help her think of some excuses at home , so she could just say 
them when the time came . 

She was only four years old , Wasnt it too much to ask of her ? Seeing that she 
remained silent , ent , Grave looked down at her . 

With just one glance , he saw Yvonnes conflicted expression , her delicate brows 
furrowed together ; she really looked troubled . 

He looked away , his voice cold and calma , as if making small talk . 

Thinking of how to fool me ? Yeah Yvonnir nodded her head before she could even 
process what he said . 

After nodding , she suddenly fel a little guilty Grave didnt think much o of it . 

Everyone had secrets , and it was normal not to share , Besides , Yvonne was a 
member of the Holmes family and might even be his boss in the future . 

What loss racks their brains thinking about how to appease their employers ! Alter a út 
silence , be ilm tone . 

If you cant figure it out , then dont think about it . 

You look exhausted mall heart usually only thought about where to play . 

Now that she suddenly dy had to think about such a complicated issur , brain had 
probably stopped working guessed ber Furthermore , in his line of work , the less lar cie 
, the better . 

Sometime all he needed to know were the unders , mui the reasons behind them . 

found out something he shouldnt have . 

Tinley would never let him gu urss was right , and ct c Chapter alt Either she would 
upgrade his contract and make him work for her for the rest of his life , or she would 
silence him permanently Although he could run away . 

Tinley was rich . 

If she offered a rewant , he probably wouldnt have a moment of peace for the rest of his 
life ; In short , they were all terrible consequences , and he didnt want to choose any of 
them . 



He still wanted to retire a few years early , so he decided to Trign ignorause . 

Seeing Yvonnes guilty face , he added . 

My question was chil line . 

Forget Lasked Yvonne hesitated for a long time , but fasally nodded , feeling a sense of 
relief . 

Okay , Mr. 

Sterling Grave hummed absently . 

After saying this , Jeremy came over again and took him and Yvour to another park . 

The other tourists behind him watched him go with envious eyes Grave now felt that the 
two children were really big hearted , so when Jeremy wanted to continue playing . 

Grave stopped him . 

If the zoo staff noticed something was wrong , they would probably ask questions or 
investigate . 

Although their family could handle it , it would inevitably cut into his rest time . 

So he reminded the siblings to ret gs to restrain themselves alle . 

When Jeremy was feeding the animals earlier , he had already seen people taking out 
their phones to record videos . 

He didnt say anything , but whenever the camera panned Yeone in his arms , he would 
shift his position to block Yvonnes face from appearing in the shot As for Jeremy , he 
was right in the center of attention , so it was unavoidable . 

But Jeremy didnt really care . 

Jeremy stopped after Grave reminded hins . 

Although he was still a little unsatisfied , he knew when to quit while he was ahead . 

After all , he had a great time today . 

He took photos , and it was worth it He took Yvonne to see the pandas and other 
adorable animals before heading for the exit . 



They were going to go straight to dinner , but they ran into someone they knew on their 
way out . 

To be precise , it was one of Yvonnes former classmates . 

Kevin was probably brought to the zoo by Karen to relax , but now they were standing at 
die entrance of the zoo , not going in , just stuck there . 

Amidst the bustling crowd , Karens expression was strained as she patiently coaxed , 
Kevin , lets talk about this at home . 

Well go to the car first . 

skay ** Kevin refused . 

He kept crying and dragging Karens hand to pull her to a certain place . 

me ! I want Da I dont want the root Take me home ! I want Daddy ! Karen disagreed 
and even forcibly picked him up from the e ground and walked toward the car they had 
come from Kevin was relatively heavy , y , and he ate a lút , so he had a lot of strength . 

As soon as he struggled a little , Karen couldnt hold hoon . 

steps , he was pur back the ground again . 

angry and resentful , almost as if he was venting all hi his angerim karmı He angrily 
questioned her , Why didnt year help Dad ? He beggeil you ! His voice was loud , and 
Karen crouched down and patiently explained to him . 

Your father and Lare divorced . 

Youre too young to understand the Chapter 317 
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Chapter 317 Before Karen could finish . 

Kevin interrupted her agam . 

He was heartbroken , and he had always been completely biased toward his father That 
momme during breakfast , hed heard Carlsons voice Karen was on the phone with him . 

At first , Kevin thought Carlson hasil come to take him home . 



Overjoyed , hed rushed out from the dining room , his face lit up with a rare smile . 

Karen , absorbed in the call , hadnt noticed him standing sting right behind her . 

Therefore , he listened in for a long time . 

Kevin then realized something was wrong with Carlson and Carlson needed help from 
his grandparents , but they refused , so Carlson turned to Karen . 

Kevins heart skipped a beat . 

He thought , Mom will definitely help . 

But to his surprise , Karen refused mercilessly and hung up the phone . 

Upon hearing this . 

Kevin couldnt bear it any longer and directly questioned her . 

Karen didnt expect him to be listening nearby . 

A slightly unnatural expression crossed her face , and she asked him how much he had 
heard . 

kevin didnt say a word , but rushed into his room and locked the door . 

No matter how much Karen knocked , he wouldnt open it He stayed inside for two hours 
. 

Dunng those two hours , he made a plan in his room . 

He had to find a way to get Karen to take him home . 

As long as he returned home , she would definitely help his father , so he opened the 
door . 

Karen was so happy , thinking that he had come to understand , and explained a lot to 
him . 

But Kevin didnt listen at all : he thought it was an excuse . 

an excuse Later . 

Karen said to take him out to play and relax . 



On the way out , Kevin didnt make a fuss , quietly listening to her explanation , giving 
the impression that he was taking it all in . 

It wasnt until he got out of the car and walked to the gate of the zoo that he began to 
question Karen about why she was so cruel . 

He didnt undersund , he didnt even know what had happened to Carbon . 

But in his eyes , Carbon was a very powerful person who knew a lot and could do 
almost bything Carbon had always been so great , and he had never spoken in such a 
humble tone . 

So Kevin though Carlson must luve encountered something difficult At a time like this , 
shouldnt a family help each other even more ! Why is my mother so cold hearted Not 
only did she hang up the phone , but she even said she would block Carlsons number 
and never answer Ervin colder ) understand how Karen could be in heartless . 

It was already cruel enough that Karen wanted a divorce at a time like this , when 
something had happened to the family . 

happerned this morning , he trh even more that Karen was being unreasonable Snow 
for wanted to make a fuss and gu back to the Jones family no the Jones family with him 
, there would still be hope , and she would help Carlos Resurried and made noring the 
at 211 PM ď ď Chapter 317 Karen on the other hand , wasnt angry with him . 

In this whole affair , the child was innocent . 

Expecially since Kevin was so young , he might have misunderstood something when 
he heard her on the phone this morning . 

But how could she explain the complicated truth to him The reality would be too cruel for 
a boy who still idolized his father . 

Her original plan had been to wait until Kevin was older and could better understand 
before telling him everything . 

She hadnt expected him to make a scene here of all places . 

Expecially now , standing at the crowded 200 entrance , she felt that it was not 
appropriate to be like this , so her tone was inevitably a little anxious Just as she was 
thinking about how to persuade Kevin to go back with her . 

Kevin , who was throwing a tantrum in front of her , suddenly stopped . 

It was as if his gaze was attracted by something , and he looked in a certain direction . 



His face was still stained with tears , his mouth open as if about to cry , looking 
particularly dumbfounded . 

The passers by around them looked on with indifference . 

After all , he was just a child , they usually saw children crying over the slightest 
dissatisfaction , regardless of the occasion . 

Follow new episodes on the  

They had seen many times and even had such children in their own families Moreover , 
just by looking at Kevins face , one could guess that he was the kind of child who was 
doted on at home , the kind who ruled his household with unchecked entitlement . 

at was not surprising that Kevin was throwing a tantrum at the entrance of the zo 20-0 
The passers by did not stop because of this ; only Jeremy , as he passed by , thought 
Kevin looked familiar and took a couple more glances . 

Coincidentally , Kevin , who was in the middle of his tantrum , also saw Jeremy At that 
very moment , they both felt a sense of familiarity with each other . 

Kevin stared blankly for two seconds before it dawned on him . 

Kevin remembered this was the intimidating older brother whod threatened him to stay 
away from Yvonne during that visit to the Holmes reudence And there had been that 
scary old man , too , whod threatened him with extra homework ! Jeremy also recalled 
something . 

this the little brat whod for the backpack hed gifted Yvonne ? The one whod come to 
apologize ? He recalled threatening the boy in keep his distance from Yvonne . 

He wondered if the chubby kid had listened to him . 

Jerry hadnt heard anything about Kevin from Yvonne lately , and he had almost 
forgotten about Kevin , Jeremy didnt expect to see him here Jeremy stopped , his gaze 
unconsciously becoming critical . 

The more he looked at Kevin , the less pleasing he found Kevin để an that kid to be 
lawding in public ? He is not ashamed at all . 

sttraked face triggered unpleasant memories of irs of that of other disgusting gchild 
yesterday the sight of shoe dagusted hum Jeremys expression changed several times , 
and those few seconds felt like an eternity to Kevin taxeiramaly da un and wiped his facr 
raigh a extently disgustest . 

= cumpe I didnt nonce how tilby dhin ka ham atry longer . 



He looked away and quickly polied Graves ann to leave Le 2/9 c d Chapter 317 Yvonne 
was curious and wanted to look back , but he quickly blocked Yvonnes view and 
diverted her attention to other topics . 

His is sweet , clean little sister mustnt learn bad habits from this slob ! While Kevin 
stared blankly at a certain spor , Karen also noticed something was wrong with him and 
followed his gaze . 

The first thing she saw was a delicate and lovely little girl . 

When she saw this face , her movements froze , and she stood rooted to the spot She 
recognized the child ; it was Tinleys daughter . 

She had seen her before when she went to dinner with Carlson . 

Moreover , Yvonne was so adorable that anyone who saw her once would have a deep 
impression and would never forget her . 

But this was the first time she had seen Yvonne up close . 

Complex emotions welled up in Karens chest until a chilling glare from Grave holding 
Yvonne cut through her thoughts . 

His sharp eyes scanned her like a ruthless detector , brows furrowed in clear warning 
Under the pressure of his gaze , Karen couldnt help but look away , not daring to see 
Yvonne again . 

Although she had looked away , she could still feel that piercing gaze burning into her . 

She even wondered if she should go up and say hello to them . 

But they didnt give her the chance ; after pausing for a few seconds , they hurried away 
in the opposite direction . 

Watching their departing figures , Karen thought of Graves eyes again . 

That p gaze was sharp and venomous , like a viper ready to strike at her slightest 
movement . 

Karen knew , she could probably guess what was going on . 

Carlson had called her this morning to ask the Martin family for help , which probably 
meant that the Jones family was in serious trouble , beyond his ability to salvage . 

That arrogant man would never humble himself otherwise . 



Karen didnt know the details , nor did she care to find out . 

Since divorcing him , shed resolved never to soften . 

The Jones familys fate , life or death , was no longer her concern . 

Besides , Carlson had brought this on himself by targeting the Holmes heiress . 

No one could save him now . 

With this in mind , she looked at her crying son again , feeling even more determined . 

Kevin had also been attracted by the sight just now . 

Now that the people who had attracted his attention were gone , he started to make a 
fuss about going back to the Jones residence . 

This time , Karen nodded at him and said yes . 

Lets go back to o the car . 

Ill take you to your dad . 

After she said this calmly , Kevin agreed without thinking . 

He wiped his tears , stood up from the ground , and followed her . 

The two returned to the car . 

Kevin was still thinking about seeing Carlson later , but the next second , he heard 
Karen say to the driver in front , Take The car started . 

Kevin thought for a few seconds before realizing that he had been tricked , He looked at 
Karen in dubelief and then started crying again, making a fuss about wanting to get out 
of the car . 

But it was not at the entrance of the zoo , and no matter how loud he made a fuss , it 
would not affect others , so Karen did not need to indulge him at She told the Holme 
family about Carbons plan in advance , and begged them for a long time to bring her 
children out of there , just to want them to be safe and sound 3/5 he listened to Kevin 
and went now , all her previous efforts would be in vain Chapter 117 And she was not 
sime it she could get out of the Jones residence . 

Il Carson knew that she had leaked his plan in advance , then based on her 
understanding bunt , he would really kill her in a rage . 



So she wondal She wanted keyin to slowly accept In this way , keyin cried ti the Jones 
residence , and his voic came hourse from crying Karen felt sorry for him , but she still 
alia When getting out of the car , Kevin used his old tick at being shameless Taking full 
advantage of his chubby physique and knowing Roren comddiet possibly . 

rry him , Kevin stayed in the car and refused to get out , Hot schat he didnt expect was 
that Karen asked the driver to help carry him down anst put him in the apartinent , After 
sending the driver away , Karen locked the door to the room and put the key in the 
dresser in her room , a place Kevi Then she started calling the teacher at Kevins current 
school and asked for leave , which lasted until the winter var In other words , Kevin 
wouldnt have in go to school agai vom today until the begloni 

ng of next year . 

thinglu that by that time , the Jours Familys affairs . 

ould have been deal with . 

She was still a little afraid that Carlson would to the school Kevin to threaten her . 

Although Carlson was usually very kinal to Kevin when he was at the Jones residence , 
Karen couldnt risk , Only when the Holmes family concluded their dealings would she 
feel safe sending Kevin back to school . 

Karen didnt expect that the Holmes family would art much faster than she had imagines 
. 

Since Calon called Iser in the morning , he hashệt comme to her again Carlson had 
been beaten up before and lust been lying in the hospital , While he was recovering 
something happened to his family mmpany , Carlson already guessed why . 

The two children were too limportant to He was terrified and hurriedly contacted people 
he had good relationships will , but everyone was unusually hadifferent , and no our was 
willing to help him . 

Then he started contacting his parents in law , but his father in law also refused him with 
an excuse He even said that Karen had divorced him and they would no longer care 
about the Jones family , Helpless , Carlson could only go to Karen for help . 

After a phone call , he was blocked . 

He had wanted to forer himself out of the hospital to take charge of the situation , Ins he 
didnt expect to run into lan , who came to the hospital to look for him . 

He wasnt fully recovered yet , and tan brought people over and beat him up again , 
sending hins into the operating room . 



at Carlson dulot even dare to say a wood the whole time , letting lau vent their anger . 

After he came out , he had no chance to seek help from others . 

His company was being investigates for financial fraud , and he had been taken in for 
multiple violations incruminating evidence held up in court , Carbon would most likely 
spend the rest of his life behind Most people in the firele who had heard the news didnt 
dare to interfere in this matter The downfall of the Jones family was fereserable 
Supporting Carlson now would be both funle and toneise Moreniert , 10 some people in 
the circle were LJ c d 
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Chapter 318 The downfall of the Jones family was foreseeable . 

Supporting Carlson now would be both futile and unwise . 

Moreover , some people in the circle were saying that it was Carlson who made the first 
move on Tinleys daughter . 

Everyone could see how much Tinley treasured Yvonne . 

Even those who despised the Holmes family wouldnt dare contemplate such an act 
unless they had a collective death wish for their entire lineage . 

If Carlson really had the balls to poke the bear like that , then in a way , hes a very 
admirable After all , he had courage that others didnt . 

When discussing the Jones familys predicament , conversations inevitably turned to 
Karen . 

Her divorce timing seemed suspiciously prescient . 

It happened to be just a few days before the Jones familys accident . 

At that time , some people in the circle heard the news and didnt understand her actions 
. 

Because in such a marriage of alliance , as long as there was no problem between the 
families and there was still an exchange of interests , they would basically not separate . 

When Karen and Carlson divorced , there was no problem with the relationship between 
the two families , and there was no news before that . 



So it came very suddenly . 

It was said that Karen offered to divorce . 

They thought Karen was stupid to make such a decision . 

It wasnt until they recently heard about the Jones familys accident that they realized that 
their previous thoughts were one sided . 

Of the entire Jones household , only Karen and her two children remained unscathed It 
was also at this time that everyone realized that Karen , who seemed gentle , weak , 
and useless , was actually the smartest person in the Jones family . 

People in the circle , and even the Martin family , thought so . 

A few days ago , when Karen chose to divorce Carlson , the head of the Martin family 
disagreed He even said on the phone that if she didnt go back and make up with 
Carlson , she couldnt go back to the Martin family . 

At that time , heartbroken but resolute , Karen had quietly ended that call without 
argument Turning her head , she continued to do what she had to do . 

Her fathers words did not change her mind , but only made her feel sad. 

Now , after learning about the Jones familys accident , the head of the Martin Family felt 
a sense of relief . 

He called Karen again and couldnt help but praise her on the other end of the phone . 

wou know something in Karen , its a good thing you left the Jones family early , 
otherwise , you would have implicated us . 

You did a good job . 

Did you advance ? Even though . 

Karen knew her fathers true nature , she still felt a chill in her heart . 

In his heart , there were only his interests and the interests of the family , and he would 
never think about her . 

So she didnt say anything , she just listened quietly , and didnt reveal anything to him . 

Without getting an answer , the head of the Martin family didnt care and pretended to 
ask about her current situation . 



Probably a litle guilt arose in his heart , so he said with a compenutory mentality , You 
are raising two children alone … If you need money . 

your mother . 

He didnt ask Karen to go back , because he was not sure yet . 

After all , the two children Karen brought with her were from the Jones family . 

He wasnt sure if the Holmes family would let the two children go , so he didnt dare to let 
Karen come back for the time being He even felt that there was a risk in giving her 
money . 

c d Chapter 318 If the Holmes family decided to wipe them out completely , the Martins 
would be dragged down too . 

If it wasnt for the quilt in his heart , he wouldnt let his wife give Karen money , though he 
didnt know his wife had already given a fot behind back Karens expression was 
indifferent . 

She didnt show any joy upon hearing this , remaining calm , just like a few days ago 
when he had yelled apologize to Carlson . 

After hanging up the phone , she walked to Kevins room , knocked on the door , but 
was quiet inside , with no response . 

Karen sighed helplessly and turned to leave . 

Now it was useless for her to say anything . 

She had to wait until Kevin figured it out for himself . 

Kevin was still unaware of Carlsons situation . 

He was still naively believing that he could change Karens mind by going on a hunger 
strike , so as to help his father . 

But he starved for a whole day , dizzy with hunger , and Karen didnt budge .. 

He couldnt help it . 

He was so hungry that he finally ate . 

While the Jones scandal dominated elite gossip , there was another incident that had 
also attracted a lot of attention . 



The visit of the Cospad delegation had attracted a lot of attention , which also meant 
that there would be many business opportunities in the future . 

Once grasped , it would be a great fortune , This was the highest level of diplomatic 
activity , involving exchanges in multiple fields , and everyone was taking it very 
seriously . 

After the state banquet , the Cospad delegation showed great interest in the desserts 
served . 

was removed , desserts incorporating cultural The desserts for the state banquet were 
served near the end of the banquet . 

After the main course was elements from both countries were presented . 

At that moment , the aroma of desserts filled the entire banquet hall . 

Having just finished eating , they had no desire to eat any more . 

However , after smelling the aroma , they all seemed to awaken and turned their 
attention to the desserts . 

The person in charge did not expect this to happen . 

Looking at the envoys who were enjoying themselves so deliciously , they looked at 
each other , proud and puzzled at the same time . 

In the past , they had invited people from Seawise Pavilion to make Yuresland style 
desserts , but they had never seen such an amazing situation . 

This was the first time a scene like this had appeared . 

The desserts attracted everyone regpilless of nationality . 

Not only were the foreigners across from them interested , but they were curious . 

After trying one , they were even more amazed . 

Normally , state dinners followed a strict schedule , with a time interval between the 
main course and desserts to facilitate digestion and communication between guests is 
spent eating desserts by the quests . 

Everyone was ton lany eating . 

But now , all of this free time was For the first time ever , dessert became the star of the 
show rather than the main courses . 



The news was quietly relayed backstage , and the Seawise Pavilions chefs waiting in 
the back all smiled with delight when they heard the news . 

Great We finally got our revenge These expensive ingredients were worth every penny 
This is the signboard of our Seawie Pavilion . 

No one can say our pastries our pastries arent worth the he price now ! Few people say 
that now Chapter 318 Ever since the truth about their ingredients came out online , 
complaints have nearly disappeared . 

Even if there were , it was only small number And there was no need to pay attention to 
those comments at all . 

Although most people still thought it was very expensive , new llavors sold com instantly 
. 

The empty display cases said it all All they needed now was an opportunity to make a 
name for themselves … Now , people were traveling across provinces just to taste their 
creations . 

From now on , the reputation of Seawise Pavilion would only grow . 

In the studio next door , hearing the laughter from this side , the dessert chefs , who 
also made Western desserts , could bring t The atmosphere on both sides was extreme 
. 

treme , one side full of laughter , the other side gloomy . 

themselves to smile . 

The Yuresland style desserts were very popular among foreign guests at the state 
banquet , which meant that no one ate the desserts they made . 

Those small and delicate Western desserts with a strong sense of ritual were left 
untouched . 

ey would have eaten two pieces if there were only y Western pastries . 

Normally , they But now , with the comparison of the desserts made by Seawise 
Pavilion , they tasted the amazing taste , and they couldnt eat the small cakes next to 
Them . 

Hearing how coldly their desserts were received , the chef couldnt take it anymore . 

Layne rushed to the opposite side angrily . 



The moment he entered , the room , filled with laughter and chatter , suddenly fell silent 
, and the atmosphere became strange . 

The two groups looked at each other , and finally , Willie , Gradys eldest disciple from 
Seawise Pavilion , stood up , He looked at the unkind Layne , frowned , and asked 
without fear , Layne , whats the matter ? This was a a normal attitude , but in Laynes 
eyes , it seemed that the people from Seawise Pavilion were mocking him . 

Layne pointed at them angrily and said , You only won because of those special 
ingredients ! If you dare to change it to ordinary fruits like us , lets have a fair 
competition ! He was certain that as long as the other party used ordinary fruits like him 
, there was alsolutely no way they could win Willie didnt take his bait at all . 

He frowned and said with a puzzled look , Why should I bet with you ! Whats wrong with 
us using special fruits We brought these fruits ourselves , and we paid for them 
ourselves . 

We didnt ask anyone else to bear the price for us , so why cant we use them ??? In 
conclusion , each side was just taking what they needed . 

They also wanted to take this opportunity of the state banquet to make a comeback and 
enter the vision of more people , so they bought ingredients from the Adler family in 
advance , no matter how high the price was In addition to grapes , there were other 
fruits , all of which were hundreds of times more expensive than the market price . 

Grady didnt even blink when he spent the money . 

To minimize risks , they had stocked up on extra ingredients just in case mistakes 
happened during preparation After all that investment , why wouldnt they use every 
advantage ? Why should we bet with Layne ? Wille looked at Layne with suspicion in 
his eyes . 

He asked thoughtfully , Layne , youre not jealous of us , are you ? If youre not 
convinced , you can buy these ingredients too . 

No one is stopping your The words truck nerve Laynes face flushed crimson , then 
paled his expression shifting between anger and humiliation . 

Of course , hed considered using those ingredients himself . 

At first , hed dismissed them as money laundering tools , then later as overprices scams 
. 

But after such a long time , the popularity of Seawise Pavilion had given him the answer 
. 



No business could fake this level of hype for so long These days , Seawise Pavilion 
dominated soc media trends dady , and every time they launched a new product , there 
were plenty of people with ct c Chapter 318 money lining up in long queues at their door 
Layne casually scrolled through the comment section and saw nothing but positive 
reviews , And there were those comments that said that money was not a problem , as 
long as he added a few more flavors . 

There were too many people who were not short of money , and there were many 
people who traveled thousands of miles to Strate City for these This was a scene of 
popularity that Layne had never dared to imagine before . 

Until one day , after he returned home , he saw a box of Seawise Pavilion snacks in his 
house . 

After seeing the annoying box again his first reaction was shock and anger . 

Upon asking his family members , he learned that his son had gone out of his way to 
queue up for a long , long time just to buy this small , limited- quantity box of desserts . 

His son said it was extremely precious , so much so that he couldnt bear to eat it alone 
and wanted to wait until the whole family was back to share in cutting in into pieces for 
everyone to taste . 

The dessert was placed in the room , and even though it was covered with a box , the 
aroma it emitted was so tempting , impossible to ignore . 

Layne didnt want to eat it at first . 

He didnt want to admit the craftsmanship of Seawise Pavilion , believing it was all just 
underhanded tricks . 

But when his son cut a piece and handed it to him , his hand seemed to move on its 
own , as if pulled by a magnet , and his earlier resolve not to eat it began to waver . 

In the end , he couldnt resist It was just a tiny piece , but the moment it entered his 
mouth , it felt like a flower blooming on huis tongue . 

This was a dessert that left him craving more . 

After eating it . 

Layne was finally willing to admit that the ingredients selected by Seawise Pavilion were 
really good . 

With such ingredients , they could elevate their desserts to new heights . 



And currently , in the entire capital , Seawise Pavilion was the only dessert shop using 
such premium materials This meant that if he could also get his hands on these 
ingredients , he could very well become the next big sensation , just like Seawise 
Pavilion Layne seemed to see immense wealth beckoning to him . 

However , when he started making a detailed plan , he realized something . 

He tried to contact the Adler family , the ingredient supplier , but they refused to sell to 
him after learning of his purchase intent . 

Layne then remembered that he had firmly believed there were shady dealings between 
Seawise Pavilion and the Adler family . 

He rallied all the dessen chefs in his shop to report them The reason why a team 
investigated the price of grapes later was also due to his report . 

but also declared There was no in was no way the Adler family wouldnt find out . 

So when he tried to buy their ingredients , they not only coldly rejected him but that the 
Adler family would never sell any of their fruits to him or his shop ever 
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Chapter 319 When the Adler family found out he wanted to buy pastries , they were so 
furious they refused to sell him any fruit and vowed never to do so again Layne Ochoa 
was mortified when he learned the answer , but refused to give up on the special 
ingredient . 

He knew that without it , the chefs from Seawise Pavilion would outdo him at the state 
banquet . 

Determined not to disappoint , he resorted to assuming different identities , seeking help 
from friends , and even attempting to purchase the fruit elsewhere . 

However , the Adler familys widespread warning thwarted his efforts , leaving no one 
willing to sell to him No one wanted to offend the Adler family or risk bring blocked and 
losing access to their fruits . 

Since they could afford Adlers produce , they were well off enough not to take the risk . 

So , no one was willing to help Layne He had no choice but to attend the state banquet , 
even though it meant using the fruit he couldnt obtain . 



As the aroma of cooking wafted from the adjacent kitchen , he and his fellow chefs felt a 
growing sense of unease . 

The more enticing the smell , the worse they felt . 

Faced with no other choice , they had to persevere . 

Just as pastries were served , Layne discreetly messaged someone at the banquet , 
requesting their help investigating the situation inside . 

Both the people at Seawise Pavilion and those opposite were interested in what was 
happening inside , though for different reasons . 

News reached both sides almost simultaneously , eliciting reactions ranging from delight 
to worry . 

Laynes face fell when they saw the message . 

The guests loved the Seawise Pavilions pastries and even asked about their names , 
recipes , and Ingredients . 

The pastries were a hit almost all were devoured , even outshining the main courses . 

The visiting prince and his consort were so impressed that they requested to meet the 
chef , a true honor for the kitchen staff . 

Follow new episodes on the  

The piercing cheers of the Seawise Pavilion patrons next door , celebrating their victory 
, filled the air , but Layne suppressed his frustration and continued reading . 

As Seawise Pavilions pastries were so exceptional, their pastries , as described in the 
following paragraph , received little attention . 

Layne , who had always envied Seawise Pavilions success , couldnt bear to witness 
their celebration . 

The cheers from the other side felt like a boastful taunt , driving him to confront them 
with his men . 

Layne thought it was deeply unjust that Seawise Pavilions win felt hollow and lacking 
merit because they had an unfair advantage from the start . 

That was why Layne spoke to them so directly , Layne seethed with resentment , 
convinced he could have achieved fame and fortune at the state banquet if only he had 
been given the same opportunity . 



His dreams of wealth and adoration were shattered , all because Seawise Pavilion had 
stolen what he believed was rightfully his ty . 

couldnt As his anger intensified , his eyes gradually reddened with hatred and jealousy 
Willie Sexton , unsettled and confused by this hostility , understand the reason for il At 
previous state banquets , their pastries were often overlooked because foreign guests 
didnt always share their palate . 

This year , however , the inclusion of fruit allowed their baking to shine genuinely . 

Willie considered it briefly before replying , Layne , we wont use ordinary ingredients 
just to compete with you . 

If youre serious about this competition , you should also buy some ingredients . 

That way , we can have a fair fight on a level playing field . 

Layne already suspected Willie was mocking him , and that comment just made it worse 
. 

He knew Grady Reese , the owner of Seawise Pavilion , was close to the Adler family . 

Layne had his men watch the Pavilion , and they reported Richard frequently visited , 
bringing fresh fruit and requesting Grady make him various pastries Grady , assisted by 
several apprentices , always meticulously prepared these treats . 

Richard would either take the pastries himself or have the staff deliver them Layne felt 
uneasy after learning this and wondered if Grady had manipulated the situation . 

He thought , Grady is so good at getting on proplex good side . 

Maybe hes the one who convinced Mr. 

Adler to stop selling fruit to us . 

How spiteful ! And he still dares to talk about faimesaf He snarled , Tell Grady to stop 
asking the Adlers to target us if he wants to discuss fairness ! Willies face contorted in 
confusion as he asked , Target what ? He wondered , Why is he mentioning the Adler 
family and claiming were targeting them If anything . 

Layne is the one targeting us Desjate knowing about his prior report to the authorities , 
Seawise Pavilion was more concerned with clearing their names than expressing anger 
1/2 Chapter att retaliated against him rely fabricated , as they never re Even Willie , 
unifaniker with tent we dat värele , korm Pichard was not someone they could 
manipulate . 



Despite his jovial demeanor and affection for nu Pavilon , redeely nude restimated him . 

thing was unthinkable . 

W Willie was about to explain , but then he saw 色 
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Chapter 320 He wondered , Why bother explaning ? Layne would never buy it anyway . 

People like him only see what they want to see , Were rivals now . 

If I reveal too much , hell think Im boasting , not to mention he still wont believe me ! 
Willie silenced himself , pushing down the explanation he wanted to offer . 

This studio is our workspace , he stated directly . 

If you only intend to vent anger , I must ask you to leave . 

You are not welcome here . 

His words sparked further complaints from the group , who were already dissatisfied . 

Right , youve ruined our mood . 

We can afford this kind of fruit Are you bring sarcastic , or are you jealous ? You 
claimed our mentor was behind this Remember what happened before ? You reported 
us without bothering to get the facts straight . 

Of course , no one wants to do business with someone like that . 

I wouldnt be happy either if I were on the receiving end . 

Laynes face contorted in anger at their cruel words . 

You , you .. 

he sputtered , pointing at the speakers , struggling to breathe . 

Finally , he gestured sharply , spat out a curse , and stormed off with his men . 

Layne fumed , thinking . 



Theyre just showing off those special fruits ! I dare them to use it like that all the time ! 
Lets see them give up ordinary Layne also worried that things would get worse if this 
continued . 

Seawise Pavilions reputation would grow after the state banquet , and people would be 
more convinced their food was worth the price , further elevating their status . 

Follow new episodes on the  

People feared the Ochoa familys pastries would soon become too expensive for most , 
but Layne was determined to keep them accessible and beloved by all Despite his long 
standing business and involvement in state banquets , Layne still lacked a particular 
delicacy in his reputation . 

The Adlers refused . 

to sell it to him , and their stance discouraged his friends from helping . 

Layne thought , The Adlers arent the only ones who can grow this special fruit ! If they 
dont sell to me . 

Il find others to grow it with . 

Then Ill have all the necessary ingredients and can make as many pastries as I want 
While the Adler familys fruit was slightly better than average , their prices were 
exorbitant . 

Layne felt investing in his research was more worthwhile . 

He imagined , Since our orchard replicates the Adler familys , starting with a single fruit 
tree , the setup cost should be manageable . 

Moreover , our fruit isnt unique to the Adler family ; countless others could cultivate it . 

Considering the vast market and the lack of similar products , it seems unlikely that 
anyone intentionally avoids competition with the Adler family : Layne didnt think the 
Adlers would mind even if he expanded his orchard , since hed use all the fruit for his 
pastries . 

They werent competitors , so there was no need to create condlic Layne pondered the 
plan , growing increasingly confident it was worth pursuing . 

He glanced toward the Seawise Pavilions studio , smirking as he imagined their 
eventual downfall . 



Let them enjoy their success while it lasts , he thought , once my fruit hits the market at 
a lower price , customers will flock to me ! If Seawne Pavilion lowered its prices , it 
wouldnt make back the money it spent on the fruit . 

But if they kept their prices the same , customers would choose cheaper options instead 
. 

Refusing to buy the Adler familys unique , expensive fruit and reverting to onlinary 
pastries would be a recipe for disaster , making them a Jaughingstock The more 
popular they are online now , the harder they could fall . 

Their store could lose money , their business could decline , and eventually , their brand 
might even go bankrupt Layne seemed to have witnessed the public backlash against 
Seawise Pavilion . 

As he considered this , his anger cooled slightly , and he contacted Since the Adler 
family already had a flourishing orchard , he could adopt their techniques instead of 
starting from scratch . 

And when in reality To replicate their success , he chose a nearby location . 

He duguised his true intentions by claiming he was constructing a building w he was 
planting a small onhand to mimic their water and soil condition He believed that bribing 
the urchard workers would allow him to obtain valuable information and muske a fortune 
Stealing the Adler family strers 1/2 Chapter 320 would be an even bigger prize . 

Layne had never seen the orchard , but his friend told him it was enormous . 

The Adlers bought the property originally as an orchard . 

With so many fruit trees , no one would notice a couple missing . 

Layne firmly believed that every problem had a price , if something couldnt be solved , it 
simply meant he hadnt offered enough money . 

Unable to leave , he summoned a trusted subordinate and instructed him to seek 
opportunities near the orchard . 

After waiting outside for several hours , the subordinate finally saw someone emerge 
from the building . 

It was closing time for the employees . 

The orchard gate swung open , and the five of them headed home those who lived 
farther away drove , while those who lived nearby rode their e bikes . 



After observing the group , the subordinate approached the man on the e bike , 
assuming he was the least wealthy since he was the only one without a car . 

What puzzled him was why so few people left such a large orchard at the end of the 
workday . 

 


