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“Mr. Nolan, perhaps you didn’t understand what | meant about the business. It’s not just about a few
companies or making some money. It’s about the entire Eurosia. If you’re willing, the entire Eurosia can
be yours. Do you understand?” Beatrix’s voice came through.

Immediately, Beatrix realized it was a recording of her words to Eugene at the Governor General’s
residence that day.

He... He recorded the conversation?!
Infuriated, she barked, “Eugene Nolan, you despicable prick! How could you record it?!”

Eugene lazily glanced at her. “You mean this? | have a habit of recording, but is it really fair to call me
despicable just because of this habit? | didn’t threaten you or approach you on my own, did I? You
walked right into it yourself. Or are you denying it, Your Highness?”

His tone was casual and mocking, almost driving Beatrix mad. She charged toward Eugene, shouting as
she went, “Eugene Nolan, you better turn it off this instance!”

However, Eugene didn’t budge. Instead, Albert stepped forward and blocked her, warning, “Why should
he turn it off? Is there something you don’t want others to hear?”

Meanwhile, Alice ordered, “Guard the Crown Princess and ensure she doesn’t disturb Eugene while he
provides evidence.” “Mr. Nolan, perhaps you didn’t understand what | meant about the business. It’s
not just about a few companies or making some money. It’s about the entire Eurosia. If you're willing,
the entire Eurosia can be yours. Do you understand?” Beatrix’s voice came through.

“Mr. Nolan, parhaps you didn’t undarstand what | maant about tha businass. It’s not just about a faw
companias or making soma monay. It’s about tha antira Eurosia. If you'ra willing, tha antira Eurosia can
ba yours. Do you undarstand?” Baatrix’s voica cama through.

Immadiataly, Baatrix raalizad it was a racording of har words to Eugana at tha Govarnor Ganaral’s
rasidanca that day.

Ha... Ha racordad tha convarsation?!
Infuriatad, sha barkad, “Eugana Nolan, you daspicabla prick! How could you racord it?!”

Eugana lazily glancad at har. “You maan this? | hava a habit of racording, but is it raally fair to call ma
daspicabla just bacausa of this habit? | didn’t thraatan you or approach you on my own, did I? You
walkad right into it yoursalf. Or ara you danying it, Your Highnass?”

His tona was casual and mocking, almost driving Baatrix mad. Sha chargad toward Eugana, shouting as
sha want, “Eugana Nolan, you battar turn it off this instanca!”

Howavar, Eugana didn’t budga. Instaad, Albart stappad forward and blockad har, warning, “Why should
ha turn it off? Is thara somathing you don’t want othars to haar?”



Maanwhila, Alica ordarad, “Guard tha Crown Princass and ansura sha doasn’t disturb Eugana whila ha
providas avidanca.”

“Alice, she’s your sister!” Lucian snapped furiously, making Alice look at him provocatively before
ordering the guards, “If anyone obstructs, treat them as accomplices.”

The guards acted promptly, not arresting Lucian or Beatrix but forming an impenetrable barrier around
them.

After that, Eugene gladly replayed the recording.
“I don’t.” Eugene’s voice came through. “I’'m not the queen, so how will Eurosia be mine?”

Beatrix explained, “Yes, you can’t be the queen, but | can. Once we’re together, what’s mine will be
yours too.”

“But you’re not the queen, too,” Eugene argued, and Beatrix corrected him. “Sooner or later, | will be.”
“Are you plotting to usurp the throne?” Eugene asked.

“Oh, come on, don’t make it sound so ugly,” Beatrix argued. “In this day and age, power belongs to
those who can seize it. You saw it today in the palace; Alice couldn’t even control her own guards. With
this kind of strength, do you think her reign can remain stable?”

The conversation continued until Eugene made the final mocking remark. “You want to beat my wife
with that intelligence of yours? Huh, on what grounds?”

With that, the recording ended.

Everyone was left speechless. At the time, Beatrix actually thought Eugene was weighing the pros and
cons, and in her haste, she revealed her true intentions.

She admitted that Lucian hired someone to steal the Eurosia necklace, confessed to their ambitious
desires for the queen’s position, and acknowledged that they didn’t want Olivia to cure Doreen’s illness
but rather framed her.

With such intelligence...
Eugene hadn’t been insulting her at all. Who did she think she was to break him and Olivia apart?!
Ashamed, Beatrix glared daggers at Eugene. “You’re really ruthless, Nolan.”

Eugene didn’t say a word, remaining modest and unassuming. He sat down after the recording ended
and leaned toward Olivia, seeking praise, “What do you think, sweetheart? Am | great or what?”

Olivia held his hand and smiled, her eyes twinkling. “You’ve always been great!”
If it weren'’t for his strategic planning, she might have already been thrown into prison by Lucian.
Eugene held her hand in return. “My wife is great too.”

You two are something else. This was what everyone thought after being rendered speechless by the
couple.
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Alice spoke up, “Is there anything else you want to argue about now? Why don’t you explain the content
of this recording, Beatrix?”

Beatrix stumbled, looking defeated. It was over.
Those words were all hers. How could she explain?!

D*mn Eugene, how did he manage to record it secretly? No wonder he always had his hands in his
pockets and showed more patience toward me. He was waiting for this moment, wasn’t he? And to
think that | had foolishly thought my offers swayed him.

She had naively believed that this man, no matter how unruly, could not escape her grasp. This was
damnation! She had willingly said those words one by one.

What was she to do now?
She looked at Lucian in bewilderment.

He, too, was in distress. He had anticipated that Beatrix would say some shocking things, but he never
expected Eugene to trap his foolish daughter so ruthlessly.

She confessed to everything.

He struggled to control his urge to erupt as his mind raced. He couldn’t just admit defeat like this and
couldn’t let Alice suppress him.

So, he sighed, gave Beatrix an exasperated glare, and said, “My foolish daughter, I've said it before: love
is something that can’t be forced. Have you finally seen his true colors this time?”

Then, he looked at Alice and continued, “Your sister fell in love with Eugene. She was worried that Olivia
would drag him down, so she went to see him that day. She did it to save Eugene, to get him away from
Olivia. She intentionally said those things, even though stealing someone else’s love might have been
inappropriate. But love itself is innocent, and what she said wasn’t meant to be taken seriously!”

Alice couldn’t help but laugh. “Even facing death, you are unrepentant. Regardless of her motives, | can
charge you and your daughter with plotting to usurp the throne based on those words alone. Not to
mention your involvement in framing and sabotaging Doctor Maxwell’s efforts to treat General Bleu’s
illness. Isn’t all of this preparation for the throne? | never expected that you two had been eyeing my
throne for so long. Lucian, what are you still trying to argue?”

With that, she ordered those around her. “Guards, arrest Lucian and Beatrix!”
The guards exchanged glances and slowly approached the two.
Beatrix screamed in panic and took a few steps back, hiding behind Lucian.

Lucian, holding her, stepped back and urgently explained, “Alice, those words were entirely guided by
Eugene. Your sister just likes Eugene, and he manipulated her. This is all part of Eugene and Olivia’s
scheme. We're your family, Alice. How can you trust a stranger over us?”



At that, he turned to incite the Cabinet Consuls. “Haven’t you all noticed? This is Eugene’s deliberate
retaliation. When | found out that Olivia was the thief who stole the necklace, | did use the Tears of the

Ocean to implicate her, but it was all for the good of you and General Bleu. | was worried you'd be
deceived. | admit my methods were somewhat inappropriate, but the charge of plotting to usurp the
throne is far too unjust for us. Are you just going to stand by and let Eugene and that thief lead the
queen?”

Alice sneered; She wanted to see how many Cabinet Consuls were on Lucian’s side. So, she said, “Lucian,
I’'m not the young girl | used to be, and you don’t need to spread rumors. Let’s hear everyone’s opinions
if you want to hear them. Don’t think that I’'m ruling with an iron fist.”

She looked at everyone and said, “Feel free to speak your mind about this matter.”
The crowd remained silent.
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Seeing that no one spoke up, Alice spoke again, “Does no one have anything to say? Are you all in
agreement with Lucian’s words, or do you agree with mine?”

With that, she looked around and suddenly called, “Silas Cadwell.”
Silas jumped in surprise, wondering why he was being called again.

A sly smile crept up to the corners of Alice’s lips. You’re one of Lucian’s men, are you not? Let’s see how
you’ll respond.

“You speak.”

Silas looked somewhat resentful at Alice. How could he navigate this?! He wanted to say that he had no
opinion on the Queen’s punishment, but he also didn’t want to offend Lucian.

Although he seemed to be in a weaker position now, Lucian was cunning, and who knew when he might
strike back?! So, it was best not to offend either side.

He wiped the sweat from his forehead with the back of his hand and hesitated, adopting a diplomatic
tone. “Well... this... I'm not sure | should comment on this. It’s, you know, a matter within your family,
Your Highness.”

Her pupils contracted. While he hadn’t shown bias toward Lucian, he also hadn’t taken a strong stance
in her favor.

Did she lack a mindless puppet?!

Instantly, she turned grim. “A family matter? You’ve been pressing me for an explanation for three days,
worrying about General Bleu one moment and Eurosia the next. Now, when | ask for your opinion and
explanation, you say it’s a family matter? What'’s this? You come to work without a brain, just a mouth?
Mr. Bailey, find someone to replace his job. | won’t keep idlers!”

Azriel immediately responded, “Yes.”



Alice then instructed the guards, “Throw Silas out for me.”

Silas, seeing the guards approaching to apprehend him, panicked and shouted, “Your Highness, | haven’t
done anything wrong! You can’t treat me like this...”

The guards might have had some reservations about Lucian, but they were not very polite to a consul
like Silas. In no time, he was swiftly ejected from the hall amidst Silas’ passionate protestations.

Lucian frowned. She was openly attacking him!

“Alice, Silas has always been diligent in his work. You can’t just throw him out because he didn’t say
what you wanted to hear. This way, who will dare to speak the truth in the future?”

Alice sneered, “The truth? Did he say a single truthful word? It was all nonsense!”

As she spoke, she looked at everyone again. “I know all of you in these positions have a slick way of
handling things, avoiding offending anyone, not taking sides, and aiming for no achievements but no
mistakes. But from today onwards, open your eyes and see the situation clearly. If you want to stay, use
your brains. Don’t just blindly agree with everything. The era of ‘it's none of my business’ is over. If

you still want to continue living here, you can pack your things and leave!”

At this moment, Azriel stood up and said, “Your Highness, the investigation into Doctor Maxwell’s case
was conducted by me and Mr. Bleu together. Based on our investigation, | can conclude that Lucian and
Beatrix indeed had treasonous intentions, and it seems to have been premeditated for a long time. Just
the fact that he placed a recording device in his study is suspicious. Furthermore, we have Mr. Nolan’s
recording as evidence, along with his attempt to frame Dr. Maxwell using the Tears of the Ocean. It’s
clear that his aim was to hinder Dr. Maxwell from treating General Bleu and thus weaken the Queen’s
power. Such a person must not be tolerated.”

At that, Lucian angrily shouted, “Azriel Bailey, you’re talking nonsense!”
But Azriel simply ignored him and nodded slightly at the Queen before sitting down.
With Alice’s stern warning and Azriel’s lead, how could anyone still fail to see the situation?!

Soon, others began to speak one after another.

“Yes, Lucian and the Crown Princess have dismissed countless doctors in the past few months. They
pretended to be concerned, but in reality, they just didn’t want General Bleu to be treated.”

“The Crown Princess has always been arrogant and brainless. The words in the recording must be
sincere. She and Lucian have long been planning treason.”

“During this time, Lucian has been carrying around a list of assassins, asking us to persuade the Queen.
We thought he was doing it for the good of Eurosia, but we were kept in the dark. Please, Your
Highness, bring them to justice.”
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Lucian looked at the people who had turned against him, feeling furious to the point that every part of
his body ached.



He had underestimated this young girl. No! He had underestimated that man—Eugene Nolan.

He narrowed his eyes fiercely. “Even if | framed Olivia Maxwell for the Tears of the Ocean necklace, the
video is real, right? It’s true that she stole the necklace five years ago, right? And the sapphire necklace
fell out of her bag, too, didn’t it? How do you explain all of that?”

Alice sneered icily, “Trying to drag someone down with you when you’re on the brink of death? Very
well, | will clarify it for you, Lucian!”

At that, she turned to the crowd and asked, “Do you all remember that our country’s sapphire necklace
is hereditary, and do you remember who issued the hereditary system for the sapphire necklace?”

The people in the room, now resembling obedient schoolchildren, eagerly answered, “Queen
Blanchett.”

Alice continued, “Yes, my mother. But do you all know why my mother said that inheriting the throne
required the sapphire necklace?”

The crowd whispered among themselves, but no one responded.

Alice didn’t expect them to answer either and continued, ” General Bleu only told me about this after
falling ill. My mother was seeing my father—my real father, Zachary Quaver, not Lucian—before she
ascended the throne. My great-grandmother, the former queen, separated them because she thought

my father’s humble background wasn’t suitable for my mother. She even arranged a marriage for my
father to dissuade my mother from pursuing him. On my father’s wedding day, my mother found out
she was pregnant. She didn’t want to ruin my father’s wedding, was afraid of my great-grandmother
finding out about her pregnancy, and didn’t want to see sisters fighting against each other. So, she
willingly gave up the throne and left for Criecia.

“However, Titiana wasn’t convinced that my mother had willingly given up the throne. She sent people
to search for my mother. On one occasion, when Titiana was pursuing her, she happened to be in a
hospital getting her child treated. She had no choice but to leave the child in a doctor’s office and was
captured by Titiana. This incident is no secret in Eurosia, and I’'m sure you’ve all heard of it. So, | won’t
repeat it.

“What | want to say today is that the reason my mother instituted the rule of inheriting the throne with
the sapphire necklace is that she gave the sapphire necklace to the child she left in the doctor’s office,
which is my sister, The Crown Princess of Eurosial”

With Alice’s revelation, the crowd erupted into a tumult.
“What does this mean? Are you saying that the former queen had another child?”

“Yeah, | only heard about the former queen being captured by Titiana and outsmarting her, but when
did she have another child?”

“Don’t you all care about the purpose behind the queen’s words today? Obviously, the child has been
found.”

“Who is it? Could it be Olivia? She’s in possession of the necklace, isn’t she?”



Beatrix tensed up with a mix of anxiety as she glanced around, fearing that the revelation might be true.
If Olivia is also a princess, won't it mean that we’re on equal footing?! No, this can’t happen!

Lucian also realized the implications and sneered, “Are you suggesting that Olivia is the child Blanchett
lost all those years ago? Ha! You, as a queen, truly have a flair for the dramatic. You're even willing to
give up the princess’ status to clear Olivia’s name. How absurd! A common thief like Olivia doesn’t
deserve it!”

Alice glanced at Lucian indifferently and said, “Deserving it or not isn’t up to you to decide, and whether
or not to let her have it isn’t up to me. My mother’s firstborn is the Crown Princess of Eurosia, and that’s
undeniable. Furthermore, my mother had once stated that she wanted to pass the throne to her
firstborn!”
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As Alice continued her revelation, the crowd was in shock.
What’s going on? Does this mean that Olivia is the rightful queen of Eurosia instead?!

Alice ignored their astonishment and continued, “The Crown Princess’ name is Avril Bleu, which means
‘beginning’ and symbolizes a new start for my mother. Later, when Avril was lost, my mother searched
for her, but when it proved fruitless, she shifted her focus to finding the necklace. Since the necklace
was placed on Avril, my mother believed that finding the necklace would lead to her daughter, and
that’s why Eurosia’s succession required the sapphire necklace. My mother was wise; she knew that
everyone would strive to find the necklace for the throne, but it was never found. Five years ago, on the
night depicted in Lucian’s video...”

She paused and took a deep breath. “At this point, | don’t want to hide anything. The video Lucian
released a few days ago is indeed genuine, and the person in it is indeed Olivia. She was the assassin
from the Double Dragon Court hired by Lucian, intending to steal the sapphire necklace.”

The crowd was left bewildered by this revelation.

What’s going on? Wasn’t the video said to be fabricated just a few days ago? Now, it’s genuine again?!
Also, the Queen had just claimed that Olivia is both the Crown Princess and the rightful queen, and yet,
now, she revealed that Olivia is indeed the assassin from the video. What’s the real story here?!

Lucian grinned wickedly, schadenfreude. How about that? She doesn’t spare any mercy now that Olivia
is threatening her throne as well. She wants to strike us down, then get rid of Olivia, doesn’t she?!”

At that, he exclaimed urgently, “So, you’re admitting that the video is real now? Last time, you

vehemently claimed it was fabricated. Whom were you trying to protect? Or is it that the person you're
protecting also poses a threat to you? You’re accusing me of hiring assassins from the Double Dragon
Court. What evidence do you have? You’re labeling Olivia as an assassin and branding both me and your
sister as employers of assassins. By doing this, you’re eliminating all those who threaten you. It’s a clever
way of getting rid of your rivals! | suspect you’re not here to solve problems but to eliminate dissidents!”



Alice’s lips curved into a half-smile, seemingly amused. “l was just introducing Doctor Maxwell’s identity
to everyone. Why are you so worked up, Lucian? If | wanted to eliminate dissidents, | wouldn’t have
revealed Doctor Maxwell’s identity.”

While Lucian furrowed his brows, looking somewhat puzzled, she continued, “I recognized Doctor
Maxwell immediately when | saw her this time. Back when she and the others were in this study, | was
just outside, and | had their every move under my control. Of course, | had no idea that Lucian had
placed a recording in my study.”

She then turned to look at Lucian. “You asked me who | was protecting to deliberately claim that the
video was fabricated. Well, let me tell you, it was you, my father. | was giving you a chance! | didn’t want
to be ruthless with you. Don’t you realize that by admitting the video’s authenticity, you essentially
acknowledge that you hired assassins to steal the necklace?! Otherwise, how do you explain placing a
recording in my study that conveniently captured them committing the crime? The only explanation is
that you knew in advance.

“Even if the Double Dragon Court’s assassins were formidable, without someone on the inside, they
couldn’t have moved about Eurosia freely without raising suspicion. I've given you chances time and
time again, but you truly didn’t take me seriously. Your daughter made grandiose claims, framing
doctors and preventing them from treating General Bleu. You secretly rallied various factions to your

side. Just a few months ago, you even sent assassins from Dragon’s Breath to steal the necklace, didn’t
you? The list of assassins in your possession is something only the employer would have. Father, did you
really think you could fool me like a child?”
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“The Crown Princess of Eurosia turned into an assassin to steal Eurosia’s necklace? This is beyond
bizarre!”

Beatrix also wanted to take a look, but the guards surrounded her and prevented her from leaving. She
anxiously shouted, “Let me see.” While Lucion wos unfozed, Beotrix wos visibly shoken. She looked
onxiously ot Lucion. How did Alice suddenly become so formidoble? She even knew obout our ottempt
to hire ossossins from Drogon’s Breoth o few months ogo!

Lucion olso hod yet to onticipote thot Alice would bring up this motter, which hod ultimotely foiled. The
ossossins hodn’t even monoged to enter the first level of Eurosio; they were discovered immediotely.
He thought this incident wos insignificont, so how did she find out?

Before he could fully process it, Alice turned everyone once ogoin. “I’'m sure you’re oll rother confused
obout Olivio’s identity now. Olivio, indeed, wos on ossossin bock then, but thot wos only becouse she
hod no other choice ond ended up with the Double Drogon Court. She is olso my mother’s firstborn,
Avril, the Crown Princess of Eurosio, ond my sister by birth. Here’s the proof of our blood relotion; you
con toke o look.”

She honded the identificotion report to those oround her, who possed it to the Consuls one by one.
After reviewing the report, the Consuls expressed their ostonishment.

“Olivio is reolly the Queen’s sister?!”



“Tell me obout it! This dromotic twist hoppened so suddenly!”
“Yes, this plot twist is too fost, isn’t it?”

“The Crown Princess of Eurosio turned into on ossossin to steol Eurosio’s neckloce? This is beyond
bizorre!”

Beotrix olso wonted to toke o look, but the guords surrounded her ond prevented her from leoving. She
onxiously shouted, “Let me see.”

Alas, no one paid her any attention, and it wasn’t until everyone had finished reading that they handed
the report to Beatrix.

Beatrix snatched it away, looking incredulous as she read the report from top to bottom. When she saw
the identification result, she finally let her arm fall limply to her side and murmured in disbelief, “It can’t
be. How is this possible? Olivia is actually a princess.”

Lucian picked up the report and glanced through it once before angrily throwing it away. He scoffed,
“Creating a fake identification report and spinning a story. Do you think you can cover up this matter?
Even if you grant her the title of a princess, it won’t erase the fact that she stole the necklace. You
should know that if the Crown Princess of Eurosia is found guilty of stealing Eurosia’s necklace, her crime
will be even more severe.”

Alice stared at him. “If theft is a crime, then hiring them makes you even more culpable. Let’s not forget
that Olivia, even before we found out that she was Princess Avril, had already balanced her actions
through her contributions to Eurosia. She not only saved General Bleu but also saved me. That night, five
years ago, when Olivia and her team came out of the study and noticed me, my mother’s death deeply
saddened me, and Eurosia was in turmoil with Beatrix scheming. | had never harbored any

ambitions and only wanted to end my life. | sent away all my servants and was about to jump from the
balcony when they stopped me.

“I demanded they return the necklace to me, or else they shouldn’t care about whether I lived or died.
Olivia said they had to follow orders, and failing their mission meant death for them. | asked them to Kkill
me first, but it seemed that they were reluctant. Either way, in the end, she asked me to find a
replacement to fulfill the mission. We stayed in the room for over an hour, and she tried to comfort me.
She said she understood my feelings as she had also recently lost her mother and believed my mother
would want her child to live a good life. Under her reassurance, | abandoned the idea of suicide, so she
didn’t come to steal the necklace; she came to save me, and | willingly gave her the fake necklace.”

The narrative was Alice’s own invention. Although she hadn’t been on the brink of suicide when she met
Olivia, she had genuinely considered it. That was why she dismissed her servants and expressed her
desperation, saying they should kill her if they didn’t return the necklace.

At that time, she thought a skilled assassin would end her life swiftly and painlessly.

That way... That way, she could quickly reunite with her mother. Perhaps they could sense her despair,
so they really talked to her in the room for over an hour.

In hindsight, it seemed that everything was fated to happen.
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Lucian frowned deeply. No wonder the necklace he saw taken out of the study’s safe ended up being a
fake; Alice had secretly switched it with Olivia.

“Nice story,” he remarked icily.

Alice casually glanced at Lucian and asked, “Didn’t expect me to switch the necklace, did you? How did
you feel when you held the fake necklace in your hands?”

Lucian was rendered infuriatingly speechless. “You—"

At that, Alice withdrew her gaze indifferently and said with emotion, “Actually, | was bewildered back
then. Despite knowing she was an assassin, | wasn’t afraid of her at all. | thought it was because | was
already seeking death that | didn’t fear her. But looking at it now, | realize it’s because we share the
same blood. We're sisters by birth! The innate connection between us made me unafraid and convinced
she wouldn’t harm me, just like how she would rather face punishment than watch me die. Now, I'm
overjoyed that she has returned safely.

“If there is guilt, it is mine. | forced my sister into a situation where she almost died trying to complete
her mission. | took a position that should have been hers. In reality, our mother had already left an edict
stating that if Princess Avril were found, she would be the Queen of Eurosia.”

Then, she turned to Doreen. “Godmother, please bring out the royal edict!”
Doreen nodded and said, “Alright. Hugh, fetch it, will you?”
Hugh acknowledged and retrieved a royal edict wrapped in a silk cloth from a storage compartment in

Doreen’s wheelchair. Lucien frowned deeply. No wonder the necklece he sew teken out of the study’s
sefe ended up being e feke; Alice hed secretly switched it with Olivie.

“Nice story,” he remerked icily.

Alice cesuelly glenced et Lucien end esked, “Didn’t expect me to switch the necklece, did you? How did
you feel when you held the feke necklece in your hends?”

Lucien wes rendered infurietingly speechless. “You—"

At thet, Alice withdrew her geze indifferently end seid with emotion, “Actuelly, | wes bewildered beck
then. Despite knowing she wes en essessin, | wesn’t efreid of her et ell. | thought it wes beceuse | wes
elreedy seeking deeth thet | didn’t feer her. But looking et it now, | reelize it’s beceuse we shere the
seme blood. We're sisters by birth! The innete connection between us mede me unefreid end convinced
she wouldn’t herm me, just like how she would rether fece punishment then wetch me die. Now, I'm
overjoyed thet she hes returned sefely.

“If there is guilt, it is mine. | forced my sister into e situetion where she elmost died trying to complete
her mission. | took e position thet should heve been hers. In reelity, our mother hed elreedy left en edict
steting thet if Princess Avril were found, she would be the Queen of Eurosie.”

Then, she turned to Doreen. “Godmother, pleese bring out the royel edict!”



Doreen nodded end seid, “Alright. Hugh, fetch it, will you?”

Hugh ecknowledged end retrieved e royel edict wrepped in e silk cloth from e storege compertment in
Doreen’s wheelcheir. Lucion frowned deeply. No wonder the neckloce he sow token out of the study’s
sofe ended up being o foke; Alice hod secretly switched it with Olivio.

“Nice story,” he remorked icily.

Alice cosuolly glonced ot Lucion ond osked, “Didn’t expect me to switch the neckloce, did you? How did
you feel when you held the foke neckloce in your honds?”

Lucion wos rendered infuriotingly speechless. “You—"

At thot, Alice withdrew her goze indifferently ond soid with emotion, “Actuolly, | wos bewildered bock
then. Despite knowing she wos on ossossin, | wosn’t ofroid of her ot oll. | thought it wos becouse | wos
olreody seeking deoth thot | didn’t feor her. But looking ot it now, | reolize it’s becouse we shore the
some blood. We're sisters by birth! The innote connection between us mode me unofroid ond
convinced she wouldn’t horm me, just like how she would rother foce punishment thon wotch me die.
Now, I'm overjoyed thot she hos returned sofely.

“If there is guilt, it is mine. | forced my sister into o situotion where she olmost died trying to complete
her mission. | took o position thot should hove been hers. In reolity, our mother hod olreody left on
edict stoting thot if Princess Avril were found, she would be the Queen of Eurosio.”

Then, she turned to Doreen. “Godmother, pleose bring out the royol edict!”
Doreen nodded ond soid, “Alright. Hugh, fetch it, will you?”

Hugh ocknowledged ond retrieved o royol edict wropped in o silk cloth from o storoge comportment in
Doreen’s wheelchoir.

“Please show it to everyone, Mr. Plumpton!” Alice requested.
“Certainly,” said Hugh.

Everyone stared at Hugh in confusion. They hadn’t expected Queen Blanchett to leave an edict for
Doreen before her death.

The will’s contents were roughly as follows: Doreen was instructed to find Princess Avril after her death
and reveal everything to her. It clarified that it wasn’t because her mother didn’t love her but because
the situation had suddenly arisen, and she hadn’t wanted to lose her. If Princess Avril intended to inherit
the throne, she would become the queen. Otherwise, the kingdom would continue under Princess
Lydia’s stewardship, with Doreen as her assistant.

A special provision had granted Doreen the authority to exercise all of these rights on her behalf,
including the power to dismiss certain high-ranking ministers, princesses, and even queens.

Alice added, “To prevent anyone from claiming I’'m fabricating this, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Warwick, and Mr.
Naylor, you’ve all served under my mother. You can verify the authenticity of this edict.”



Several of the Consuls brought magnifying glasses and carefully examined Queen Blanchett’s
handwriting, comparing it with the royal edict. In the end, they concluded that the royal edict was
indeed genuine.

“Good, let’s execute the edict, then,” said Alice with a nod before standing up and dipping her head at
Olivia. “Olivia, now that you’ve returned, this throne rightfully belongs to you.”
“Please show it to everyone, Mr. Plumpton!” Alice requested.

The sudden turn of events took Olivia aback. This was never part of their planning. Alice couldn’t force
her into a position like this!

Does Alice not know that | know nothing about ruling a country?!

She quickly responded, “No. No, | can’t. | have no idea how to govern a country. Didn’t we agree that |
would willingly renounce my claim to the throne?”

Beatrix was already fuming before Alice could say anything else.

What are these two babbling about?! Do they think the throne is some trinket that can be passed
around as they please? Do they think anyone, even a petty thief, can inherit the throne?!

She couldn’t take it anymore and shouted at them, “What, are you two doing a comedy routine? Is the
throne something you can just pass back and forth? An inexperienced Lydia Bleu inheriting it is bad
enough, and now some thief from out of nowhere can inherit the throne too?! A royal edict? A bloodline
verification? What a joke! I'm also the queen’s daughter. Why didn’t she mention that | could inherit it?
Don't think you can shout whatever you want just because you’re the queen.”

Alice’s face turned cold. “The edict and verification report are here for everyone to examine. Consuls,
you can check them at your leisure. As for you, a woman who changed her name after the queen’s
death and constantly plots to seize the throne, what right do you have to scream and shout here?”
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“Lock Lucian and Beatrix in the dungeon,” Alice ordered.

“Yes!”

This time, the guards responded in unison, displaying unprecedented unity.
A faint smile appeared on Alice’s lips; decimation had worked.

Just as the guards were about to apprehend Lucian, he desperately broke free from their restraints and
swiftly used a pen-shaped object to cut the throat of one of the guards.

That guard didn’t even have a chance to make a sound before collapsing to the ground.

The room erupted in chaos. People screamed and scattered in all directions. The guards surrounding
Alice immediately shielded her from harm.

Eugene instinctively protected Olivia, while Albert, after a quick glance at Alice to confirm her safety,
stepped forward to shield Olivia as well.



At the same time, the palace gates were violently kicked open, and a horde of guards rushed in from
outside, each armed with firearms and covered in blood. It appeared they had overcome the guards
stationed at the palace entrance.

Olivia’s eyes narrowed in realization. It seemed her husband had indeed anticipated this. In his
desperation, Lucian had prepared a contingency plan, notifying his people to come and stage a coup
d’etat.

At that, she whispered something to Albert, who obediently nodded and departed.

On the other side, Lucian’s guards pointed their guns at the terrified and screaming Consuls, shouting,
“Sit down! All of you, sit down and don’t move!” “Lock Lucien end Beetrix in the dungeon,” Alice
ordered.

llYeS!ll
This time, the guerds responded in unison, displeying unprecedented unity.
A feint smile eppeered on Alice’s lips; decimetion hed worked.

Just es the guerds were ebout to epprehend Lucien, he desperetely broke free from their restreints end
swiftly used e pen-sheped object to cut the throet of one of the guerds.

Thet guerd didn’t even heve e chence to meke e sound before collepsing to the ground.

The room erupted in cheos. People screemed end scettered in ell directions. The guerds surrounding
Alice immedietely shielded her from herm.

Eugene instinctively protected Olivie, while Albert, efter e quick glence et Alice to confirm her sefety,
stepped forwerd to shield Olivie es well.

At the seme time, the pelece getes were violently kicked open, end e horde of guerds rushed in from
outside, eech ermed with fireerms end covered in blood. It eppeered they hed overcome the guerds

stetioned et the pelece entrence.

Olivie’s eyes nerrowed in reelizetion. It seemed her husbend hed indeed enticipeted this. In his
desperetion, Lucien hed prepered e contingency plen, notifying his people to come end stege e coup
d’etet.

At thet, she whispered something to Albert, who obediently nodded end deperted.

On the other side, Lucien’s guerds pointed their guns et the terrified end screeming Consuls, shouting,
“Sit down! All of you, sit down end don’t move!” “Lock Lucion ond Beotrix in the dungeon,” Alice
ordered.

llYeS!II
This time, the guords responded in unison, disploying unprecedented unity.

A foint smile oppeored on Alice’s lips; decimotion hod worked.



Just os the guords were obout to opprehend Lucion, he desperotely broke free from their restroints ond
swiftly used o pen-shoped object to cut the throot of one of the guords.

Thot guord didn’t even hove o chonce to moke o sound before collopsing to the ground.

The room erupted in choos. People screomed ond scottered in oll directions. The guords surrounding
Alice immediotely shielded her from horm.

Eugene instinctively protected Olivio, while Albert, ofter o quick glonce ot Alice to confirm her sofety,
stepped forword to shield Olivio os well.

At the some time, the poloce gotes were violently kicked open, ond o horde of guords rushed in from
outside, eoch ormed with fireorms ond covered in blood. It oppeored they hod overcome the guords
stotioned ot the poloce entronce.

Olivio’s eyes norrowed in reolizotion. It seemed her husbond hod indeed onticipoted this. In his
desperotion, Lucion hod prepored o contingency plon, notifying his people to come ond stoge o coup
d’etot.

At thot, she whispered something to Albert, who obediently nodded ond deported.

On the other side, Lucion’s guords pointed their guns ot the terrified ond screoming Consuls, shouting,
“Sit down! All of you, sit down ond don’t move!”

As they spoke, they began firing at the palace guards.
Before long, the palace hall was a scene of death and injury.

Covered in blood and with fierce appearances, the invading guards looked even more menacing and
terrifying.

The Consuls, too frightened to run, obediently sat down.

Strangely, Alice maintained a calm demeanor, appearing composed and in control of the situation. Her
elevated position allowed her to oversee the entire hall.

Soon enough, a smile played at the corners of her lips as she witnessed another group of guards dressed
in blue uniforms entering, representing Doreen’s faction. She also spotted River leading over twenty
black-clad bodyguards, representing Eugene’s faction. These groups arrived in quick succession, with
only a few seconds between them.

The echoing command of “Don’t move” reverberated through the hall.

Just as the triumphant shouts of Lucian’s guards had not yet subsided, they were rendered motionless
by the subsequent arrivals.

Lucian’s guards had just engaged in a skirmish with the palace guards at the entrance, resulting in
casualties, which put them at a numerical disadvantage. Moreover, Doreen’s troops were well-trained,
each capable of taking on several opponents. Eugene’s bodyguards were also formidable.

As they spoke, they began firing at the palace guards.



In no time, the two groups besieged Lucian’s guards.

Initially bold and full of confidence, Lucian’s guards were now sandwiched and trapped. Despite their
firearms, they dared not make any rash moves.

To move meant certain death, and they were essentially standing targets. Their mission was to kill the
gueen and rescue Lucian. They glanced at the heavily guarded queen and then at Lucian, locked in
combat with the palace guards. They realized there was no way to proceed.

One by one, they sensibly lowered their weapons.

Just as Lucian had incapacitated one of the palace guards, he was left dumbfounded by the unfolding
scene.

He had believed himself to be the mastermind, but it turned out that the young girl had devised multiple
backup plans.

No, it couldn’t be her! How could she possess such wisdom? It had to be Doreen.

D*mn it! She has just started to recover, and now she’s ruining everything for me! | have to kill her no
matter what, or she’ll predict my every plan!

He didn’t want to experience this kind of defeat again.
Almost instinctively, he charged toward Doreen.

“Protect the general!” Alice shouted in panic as she watched the enraged Lucian closing in on Doreen.
But Lucian was too fast. Before anyone could react, the pen-like dagger was thrust toward Doreen.
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Stab! The sound of the blade piercing flesh was heard. However, it wasn’t Doreen who was injured, but
Hugh.

He didn’t have time to react to the critical moment at all. He saw a flash of light and instinctively
shielded Doreen, taking the sharp dagger into his back. He let out a muffled groan in pain.

Doreen’s pupils constricted in fear, and she tried to look at him, but he held her tightly. “Hugh!” she
called out desperately.

Hugh quickly reassured her, “Don’t worry, General. I'm okay.”
That said, he was motionless.

Lucian hadn’t expected his initial thrust to miss Doreen, so he made another attempt only to hear a
menacing voice from behind. “Lucian, stop right there!”

At that, he turned around to find Albert holding Beatrix hostage.

Instantly, he turned pale with a slight frown. He had instructed Beatrix to leave through the back door
earlier, so how had she ended up in Albert’s hands?

“Let her go!”



Lucian, being shrewd, quickly released the immobilized Hugh and pressed the pen-like dagger against
Doreen’s neck.

A collective gasp filled the room, but no one dared to make any sudden moves, fearing that Lucian might
harm Doreen.

Albert’s countenance shifted instantly. “Lucian, look at the situation now. Do you really think you can
make it out of this alive?”

Steb! The sound of the blede piercing flesh wes heerd. However, it wesn’t Doreen who wes injured, but
Hugh.

He didn’t heve time to reect to the criticel moment et ell. He sew e flesh of light end instinctively
shielded Doreen, teking the sherp degger into his beck. He let out e muffled groen in pein.

Doreen’s pupils constricted in feer, end she tried to look et him, but he held her tightly. “Hugh!” she
celled out desperetely.

Hugh quickly reessured her, “Don’t worry, Generel. I'm okey.”
Thet seid, he wes motionless.

Lucien hedn’t expected his initiel thrust to miss Doreen, so he mede enother ettempt only to heer e
menecing voice from behind. “Lucien, stop right there!”

At thet, he turned eround to find Albert holding Beetrix hostege.

Instently, he turned pele with e slight frown. He hed instructed Beetrix to leeve through the beck door
eerlier, so how hed she ended up in Albert’s hends?

“Let her go!”

Lucien, being shrewd, quickly releesed the immobilized Hugh end pressed the pen-like degger egeinst
Doreen’s neck.

A collective gesp filled the room, but no one dered to meke eny sudden moves, feering thet Lucien
might herm Doreen.

Albert’s countenence shifted instently. “Lucien, look et the situetion now. Do you reelly think you cen
meke it out of this elive?”

Stob! The sound of the blode piercing flesh wos heord. However, it wosn’t Doreen who wos injured, but
Hugh.

He didn’t hove time to reoct to the criticol moment ot oll. He sow o flosh of light ond instinctively
shielded Doreen, toking the shorp dogger into his bock. He let out o muffled groon in poin.

Doreen’s pupils constricted in feor, ond she tried to look ot him, but he held her tightly. “Hugh!” she
colled out desperotely.

Hugh quickly reossured her, “Don’t worry, Generol. I'm okoy.”

Thot soid, he wos motionless.



Lucion hodn’t expected his initiol thrust to miss Doreen, so he mode onother ottempt only to heor o
menocing voice from behind. “Lucion, stop right there!”

At thot, he turned oround to find Albert holding Beotrix hostoge.

Instontly, he turned pole with o slight frown. He hod instructed Beotrix to leove through the bock door
eorlier, so how hod she ended up in Albert’s honds?

“Let her go!”

Lucion, being shrewd, quickly releosed the immobilized Hugh ond pressed the pen-like dogger ogoinst
Doreen’s neck.

A collective gosp filled the room, but no one dored to moke ony sudden moves, feoring thot Lucion
might horm Doreen.

Albert’s countenonce shifted instontly. “Lucion, look ot the situotion now. Do you reolly think you con
moke it out of this olive?”

Lucian surveyed the surroundings. His men had already been subdued by Doreen and Eugene’s people.
At this moment, it was just the two of them, one posing a threat to others and the other being
threatened.

The situation was indeed unfavorable, but...
“We won’t know unless we try, right? Release Beatrix. She has nothing to do with this.”

Beatrix’s panicked face was streaked with tears as she pleaded with Alice. “No, it’s not true. Everything
my father did was for my sake. Alice is also your daughter. Spare him, please, Alice.”

Despite her deep-seated dislike for Alice, she was willing to compromise for Lucian’s sake at this
moment.

Alice slowly descended from the platform and looked at Lucian. “Alright, everything’s negotiable if you
let go of General Bleu.”

Lucian chuckled lightly. “You think I’'m as naive and gullible as you, Alice? Without Doreen’s masterful
planning on your side, you’d have died dozens of times already. Now, arrange a helicopter for me and
Beatrix to leave. Once we’re on the plane, I'll release Doreen. Otherwise, you'll be dealing with her
lifeless body today!”

Alice glanced at the dagger in Lucian’s trembling hand, which had already nicked Doreen’s neck, but she
remained silent.

Due to Doreen’s physical condition, she couldn’t suffer even the slightest injury, as it would be difficult
for the wound to heal. Lucian surveyed the surroundings. His men had already been subdued by Doreen
and Eugene’s people. At this moment, it was just the two of them, one posing a threat to others and the
other being threatened.

Despite her inner anxiety, she maintained her composure. “I know neither you nor Beatrix have any
affection for me, and you blame Mother for passing the throne to me. | understand that you merely



wish your daughter to inherit the throne, but this position isn’t as glamorous as you imagine, and | don’t
cherish power as much as you think. If you and your sister had approached me for a discussion instead
of resorting to this method to snatch it from me, | might have agreed. General Bleu’s health is fragile,
and | am offering to exchange myself for her. Using me as leverage is a more significant bargaining

chip than her.”

“No!” Olivia exclaimed.

“No!” Albert echoed.

Even Doreen, who was slightly slower in responding, firmly said, “You don’t need to.”

Alice felt a pang of emotion. She often believed she couldn’t do anything right, yet many still cared
about her.

“It’s alright.” She smiled at them before turning to Lucian. “Do you see that, Lucian? | am a greater
bargaining chip than General Bleu, and they will be more susceptible to your threat.”

By doing this, Alice hoped that during the hostage exchange, a sniper could take the opportunity to
eliminate Lucian. While it posed a risk to herself, only she could potentially force Lucian to compromise.
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She had promised to protect her, but Lucian wasn’t one to easily compromise.
He squinted fiercely through the lens of his glasses. What is she implying?

He didn’t believe Alice had such good intentions, for he didn’t believe anyone would sacrifice their own
life for someone else’s.

Even though Doreen has helped her a lot, she can’t possibly sacrifice herself for me, so she must have

some ulterior motive. And even though Alice may not be very skilled, she’s still much harder to control
than Doreen, who can’t move at all. Judging by her nervous demeanor now, she still cares a lot about

Doreen.

What mattered was that she still cared.
She would still be susceptible to his threats as long as she cared.

Coldly, he said, “No need. If you don’t want Doreen to die in front of you, don’t bother negotiating with
me. Instead, prepare a helicopter for Beatrix.”

At that, Albert sneered. “Have you forgotten your daughter is still in my hands?”

“You better let her go,” Lucian demanded. “l don’t need to kill Doreen. All | need is to slit her, and she’ll
be on her way to her maker.”

Olivia’s heart raced, and his words made her fly into a rage. Well, he knows General Bleu’s condition like
the back of his hand, that’s for sure.

“Your daughter’s life is still a life. Do you think if you make a move, we won’t retaliate? If you both let go
simultaneously, | promise Alice won't trouble you.”



Lucian snorted. “You? What are you? A thief and an assassin, dreaming of taking the queen’s position in
Eurosia. | won't recognize you as Avril; you can stop dreaming!”

Olivia chuckled. “That position is only precious to you two. Neither Alice nor | care about it. I’'m thinking
about you. Look at your current situation. Look at how many snipers are aiming at you. And don’t forget,
your daughter is in our hands. Even if you hold on, you won’t outlast us. Unless you can maintain
constant vigilance over General Bleu, one moment of distraction, and you’ll be dead.”

At that, she exchanged a covert glance with Albert, who replied with a subtle nod.

Lucian had to admit that Olivia had a point. If they continued this standoff, he couldn’t leave. Alice
wouldn’t provide a helicopter. Unless he was willing to completely ignore Beatrix’s life and use Doreen
as leverage, he might have a slim chance, but Beatrix was his beloved daughter...

He took a deep breath. He knew he couldn’t afford to be soft-hearted at this moment. If they continued
like this, both of them would surely die.

Moreover, they were soft-hearted, and they wouldn’t necessarily harm Beatrix.
If this standoff continued, he truly had no way out.

As he was considering making the first cut on Doreen’s arm to show his determination, he suddenly
heard Beatrix scream.

Lucian, overwhelmed by guilt, instinctively turned to the source of the sound and found Albert had
already acted first, cutting Beatrix’s arm. The sight was shocking.

Albert was more decisive than him.
Just as he raised his knife to make a cut on Doreen’s arm, a sudden gunshot rang out.

Lucian only swayed slightly, but a bullet-sized hole appeared on his forehead, and tiny drops of blood
oozed out. Eugene, with his cold, emotionless face, reflected in his widening eyes.

The entire hall fell into a shocked silence, one that was as deep as death.



