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Edward laughed heartily. “No, I was just startled for a moment. Oh, I 
remember now! You’re Hannah Lower, and I remember you were a crybaby 
who would turn on the waterworks easily when we were young.” Glaring at 
him, Hannah retorted, “That’s all because you broke my heart.” 

“I was ignorant back then. Don’t hold it against me,” he said with a chuckle. As 
though he just remembered Lara, he spun his head around at her. “Lara, 
come over quickly. Can you still recognize our old classmates?” 

However, she was still held back by a bodyguard and could only smile 
awkwardly. Only then did Edward snap back to the situation. As he was 
overjoyed to see his old classmates, he had forgotten about the current 
situation. Why did Eugene bring all of them here? “All of you are here 
because…” he trailed off, his voice filled with bafflement. 

“Firstly, I must apologize to you,” Nigel started. “I’ve been feeling bad all these 
years, actually, but later when I heard that you’re together with Lara, I thought 
it was a good thing and didn’t say anything. This time when your son found us, 
I learned that Ellen had already passed away in a car accident.” A confused 
Edward said, “Tell me the main point. What do you mean?” 

“Do you remember our first gathering after graduation?” Nigel asked. “It was in 
a restaurant that caught fire after that.” 

Nodding his head blankly, Edward answered, “I remember, and it was Lara 
who saved me.” Nigel helplessly shook his head. “It wasn’t like that-” Before 
he could finish, Lara’s panicked voice echoed loudly. “Nigel Lowe!” 

When all eyes darted toward her, she forced herself to be composed and tried 
to turn the situation around. “I recognize you now. Oh my, it’s been years 
since we last met. You still remember me, right?” 

A frosty smile appeared on Nigel’s face. ‘For sure I do. You’re my first love.” 
After Hannah cast an indifferent stare at him, he immediately explained with a 
grin, “I’m only saying that to start the story of what happened back then. Of 
course, my favorite person is you, my wife!” 

It was only then did Hannah turn away. Edward blurted in surprise, “Both of 
you are married?” “Yeah. Fortunately, she’s the one I married,” Nigel 
answered. “I’m also glad that you’re the one I married!” she said as well. 



Everyone burst out into laughter hearing that, for those who didn’t know, they 
just listened to it as a joke, but Edward knew that Lara was the one whom 
Nigel liked at first and Hannah had a crush on himself. Now, both of them 
were married to each other and what was more frustrating was that they 
sounded so glad. 

Inexplicably, he had a feeling that those statements were like two slaps across 
his and Lara’s faces. Why are they glad? Was it because Lara and I are not 
good? Or, are they purposely respecting each other in front of a crowd? In 
spite of that, he still didn’t know what Nigel wanted to say. ‘So, tell me. What 
happened?” 

he asked. “The fire back then was deliberately set by someone and it wasn’t 
an accident at all,” Nigel confessed. An astonished Edward asked, “Who did 
it?” 

Pointing a finger at Lara’s direction, Nigel answered, “It’s her!” Following 
Nigel’s gaze, Edward gazed at Lara with a livid face in the end and he was 
shocked. “That’s impossible! Why would she commit arson?” 

Nigel snorted and turned to look at Lara. ‘Do you want me to say it for you or 
you want to say it yourself?” Gritting her teeth with hatred, she wondered just 
how capable and influential Eugene was. Not only was he able to find them, 
he was even able to convince them to testify for him. It seemed like he had 
been hiding his true powers in their previous exchanges! 
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Perhaps he had been planning this a long time ago. Otherwise, how could he 
possibly find all of her classmates and invite them over in such a short time? 

Edward turned to Lara as well. “Lara, what does he mean? Why did you start 
the fire?” Seeing that Lara looked like she wanted to tear him apart, Nigel 
smiled and said, “Since you don’t want to say anything, let me tell him-” 

However, before he could start talking, she asked angrily, “Why? You 
promised me that this matter will never see the light of day. Do you know that 
you only lived this long because I trusted you?” 

He sneered. ‘I know you’re ruthless enough to do whatever it takes to achieve 
your goals. You’re cold to the bones. I just didn’t expect that you would end up 
killing Ellen! What kind of deep hatred made you willing to let her die? At that 



time, I actually believed that it was just a moment of jealousy. If I had said 
something at the time, maybe Ellen wouldn’t have died, and you might not 
have been able to go around creating trouble for so long.” 

The more he listened to them, the more Edward became more confused as he 
glanced between. the two of them. However, his heart had started to waver, 
and he didn’t want to listen to Lara’s excuses anymore. He said to Nigel, 
“Make this clear. What the hell is going on?” 

Nigel fixed a fierce glare on Edward. “You’re really something. You were 
already married to Ellen, yet you divorced her for Lara. The most annoying 
thing is that you even used such a method!” Edward looked embarrassed. 
Why did Eugene tell him everything? “You don’t know the truth about what 
happened back then…” 

Nigel retorted, “How could I not know? Didn’t you and Lara deliberately design 
a whole play about Ellen cheating in order to force Ellen to divorce you? 
Above anything else, I’d believe you if you claimed that someone else 
cheated, but how could Ellen possibly do that? She loved you so much. 
You’re just cruel. At any rate, she gave birth to two sons for you, yet you 
actually forced her to leave? How could you have such a heart?” 

This matter wasn’t a secret. Pretty much the entire Nolan Family knew about 
it, but talking about it in front of so many people still made Edward a little 
embarrassed. 

“I didn’t mean to force her. She gave up her divided portion of the property, 
then left the house and everything else behind. All right. Let’s not talk about 
her anymore. You’ Nigel didn’t let Edward finish speaking as he fiercely 
continued, “If Lara hadn’t found her and admitted that you plotted the whole 
cheating act, how could she be sad and not want anything? You’re not hers 
anymore. Do you think she’ll still want what’s yours? It’s not that I want to 
criticize you, Edward, but you’re really something. At any rate, she’s your legal 
wife. If you didn’t like her, you shouldn’t have married her. You ruined her 
life…” 

Hannah reached out and tugged on Nigel before she began to complain about 
him as he kept going on and on. “All right. All right. Let’s get serious. That’s all 
in the past, so what’s the use of talking about it now?” 



“It’s useless. She’s already dead. Even if he repents, it’s no use!” He grew 
increasingly angrier as he spoke since he had truly misjudged Edward. Was 
what Edward did something a person would do? 

Edward actually felt sorry for Ellen, but she didn’t say anything at that time, so 
he didn’t know that Lara had approached her! Then, he took a deep breath. 
“Okay. Okay. Stop criticizing me. I feel guilty about it too. Tell me what’s going 
on. I remember that Lara saved me. How did she end up starting the fire?” 

Glancing at Lara, Nigel slowly enunciated, “What do you mean by Lara saved 
you? Even if she saved you, she was just compensating you. When we were 
at the party, I went to the bathroom and happened to see a figure floating by. I 
thought it was Lara, so I chased after her out of curiosity. Then, I heard Lara 
say to two men, ‘Take action once she enters the room’.” 
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“I had no idea back then, so I didn’t think it was. anything. It wasn’t until the 
fire happened that! started to feel suspicious. My sixth sense told me that her 
actions signified arson, so after she followed you to the hospital, I found her. I 
said I heard the conversation between her and the two men, and I asked her 
why she did it. As a result, I tricked Lara. 

She relied on the fact that I like her to beg me, saying that you’re about to get 
engaged to her. She was suddenly jealous and wanted to be your knight in 
shining armor so that you wouldn’t forget her. Although I found it somewhat 
hard to understand, I also felt sad, but I still kept it a secret and let her go.” 

Nigel continued, “But, after she went abroad, we gradually lost contact. I 
gradually stopped liking her, and my sanity finally returned. Something. made 
me really think things through. In fact, at that time, I rushed into the restaurant 
too. Lara was standing sideways by the door and supporting you with one 
hand. The door of the private room was half closed. 

I didn’t have time to think about it, so I asked you how you were doing. She 
hurriedly told me, ‘She’s fine. Then, she walked out with you propped up 
against her. I asked if Ellen was still inside. She said that Ellen was worried 
that someone would go in and have a look, so she asked her to leave first. 
Then, I said that I’ll go in and have a look, so she asked me to take care of 
you while she went in to take a look. 



A while after I helped you get out, they came out. Now that I think about it, 
with the angle she was standing at the time and the way she was holding you, 
it’s not impossible to say that she was closing the door of the private 
room!” When everyone heard his explanation, they instantly knew what he 
wasn’t saying-Lara wanted to kill Ellen in that fire! 

Glancing at the whispering crowd, Lara said angrily, “With the assumption 
you’re making, I also have the right to suspect that you went in because you 
wanted to close the door too!” 

He cast her a faint glance, then retracted his gaze and looked at Edward, 
seemingly trying to compromise. That is indeed my assumption, but you 
should judge for yourself. Lara started the fire because she wanted to save 
you.” For a moment, Edward was dumbfounded, after which he held Nigel and 
asked eagerly, “Are you telling the truth?” 

Nigel gave him a bleak look. “Of course it’s true. Do you think I have so much 
time on my hands that I would come all the way here just to lie to you? I can’t 
get it off my conscience.” 

Hannah added, “In fact, Nigel wanted to come back several times to clarify 
this matter. However, when he heard that you and Lara were married, he 
figured that what was done could not be undone, but we didn’t expect you to 
kill Ellen. Nigel blamed himself for not telling the truth earlier. This time, your 
son approached us and asked us about what happened back then, which was 
why we made a trip here.” 

Edward stepped back while uttering, “No. No…” Then, he turned to Lara. 
“Didn’t you say that Ellen discussed starting the fire with two men? Why is it 
that you are the one who did it?” 

Lara refuted, “It was Ellen. She deliberately schemed all of that in order to 
marry you. It’s not me. They’re just slandering me. They were all bribed by 
Eugene.” “Bullsh*t!” Nigel fought back on the spot. “It’s already gotten to this 
point, yet you’re still making excuses. You really fear nothing, huh?!” 

Eugene looked at a dazed Edward with slightly cold eyes. “If my mother had 
set the fire, would she have allowed Lara to take the credit? To see who 
you’re biased toward? If you have even the slightest bit of analytical skills, you 
won’t be deceived by this woman to such a point. You’ve forgotten what my 
mother told you, haven’t you? 



In that fire, my mother saved you. My mother extinguished the fire at the door 
of the private room with a broom. She endured the heat and moved the beam 
away. Lara did enter, but she stole you from my mother and helped you out, 
but there were still people in the private room, and my mother was brought 
back in again. This way, others would think that it was Lara who saved you. I 
think if it weren’t for Mr. Lowe rushing in and asking about my mother, it’s very 
likely that my mother would have died in that fire!” 
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Lara yelled, ‘Stop with the nonsense! What evidence do you have?” However, 
her words just sounded like a dog barking, as everyone simply ignored her. 

Everyone had their gazes fixed on Edward, who hadn’t said a word in a long 
while. Indeed, if Ellen had set the fire to capture his heart, then why was he 
grateful to Lara? 

It was because after Lara returned, Edward still didn’t manage to get a 
divorce, so Ellen drugged him and they ended up having Brian. Because of 
this preconceived impression, he accepted Lara’s provocation and hated Ellen 
to the core, feeling that his life had been ruined by her to the point where he 
didn’t like Eugene and Brian. He disliked Brian, in particular, because he felt 
that it was a betrayal toward Lara. 

However, he never thought that the woman was probably just using that 
method to keep him by her side. What had he done? He plotted a scene of 
Ellen cheating and forced her to divorce him and she even ended up dying at 
Lara’s hands. 

Lara was the one who directed that scene and Edward had liked her even 
more because of that scene where he didn’t think he could live without 
her. For so many years, he had been spoiling her and treating her as his 
savior, but how was he supposed to believe her now? 

No matter how capable Eugene was, it was impossible for him to look for so 
many people to speak for him. The disappointment Edward felt was 
magnified. What he thought was affection and righteousness turned out to just 
be a conspiracy. 

He stared at Lara with red-rimmed eyes. “You staged the entire incident and 
pitted her against me. Even if you wanted to be with me, why did you kill 
Ellen? We were already divorced!” 



Lara initially wanted to make up more lies, but seeing that Edward already 
believed it, she simply gave up and sneered. “It’s hard to guarantee that you 
won’t rekindle your old feelings. Ellen is so shameless, and she even stalked 
you at school. I was better rest assured when she was dead.” 

Edward was immediately filled to the brim with anger as he pointed a finger at 
her. “Y-You’re so heartless!” Eugene snorted. His method was much simpler. 
than what Edward planned as he instantly gave the bodyguard a look.. 

The bodyguard immediately understood and slapped Lara twice across the 
face. The sound of her being slapped truly relieved Eugene’s anger. “Eugene, 
how dare you hit me!” Lara shouted angrily. He let out a cold laugh. “If I hear 
you insult my mother again, you’ll be getting more than these two slaps!” 

With that, he stood up and walked to Nigel and Hannah before thanking 
politely, “Mr. Lowe, Mrs. Lowe, thank you for coming here for my mother’s 
sake. If you’re tired, you can head back and rest first. I’ll treat you both to a 
meal tomorrow.” 

“Okay,” Nigel responded. Eugene ordered his men to bring the witnesses out 
first. Everyone slowly left the conference room. After all the outsiders had left, 
whatever happened within closed doors were the affairs of the Nolan Family. 

The somewhat bustling environment earlier became quiet in an instant. He sat 
back in place and looked at Edward. “Is there anything else you want to say?” 

For some reason, Edward felt guilty. “I didn’t know she did so many 
things.” Eugene was reluctant to let him off the hook and wanted him to take a 
stand. “Now that you know, what are you going to do?” 

Edward shot Lara a slightly bitter look, then sighed helplessly. “Whatever you 
want. She only made such a mistake because she cares too much about me!” 

To that, Eugene chuckled and abruptly leaned back against his chair. His 
eyes were filled with disappointment, and he felt as if he had been sapped of 
vitality. After knowing that Lara had done so many bad deeds, Edward was 
still speaking up for her. 
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Sure enough… It was no wonder that Lara was so fearless! The man in front 
of Eugene only had this woman in his eyes and saw no one else. Eugene’s 



mother had asked him to let Edward off the hook, but he went the extra mile 
and found so much evidence! Wouldn’t it be good to just teach the man a 
lesson? 

Eugene looked at his father, the smile on his face becoming colder and 
colder. “You don’t care about my mother at all, and you don’t care about me or 
North. Do you only care about Lara? I seriously suspect that you’re involved in 
all these things too. People like you should go to hell along with Lara!” 

Merlin was taken aback and subconsciously pulled Eugene and exclaimed, 
“Rocky!” He glanced at Merlin. ‘Grandpa, don’t you think I’m just helping them 
to achieve their aim?” 

Merlin grew emotional and cried out, “Edward Nolan!” Then, he pointed at 
Lara. “That woman has broken up your entire family! She killed your wife, and 
now she’s attacking your son and grandson. Don’t you have a heart? Don’t 
you know the difference between good and evil? How did I have a son like 
you?” 

As he spoke, he threw a teacup at Edward’s direction. Edward subconsciously 
dodged before he explained quiltily, “Didn’t I already say it? Eugene can take 
care of it any way he wants. I really didn’t know about all the things she’s 
done. I’m disappointed too, but she’s my wife, and everything she’s done is for 
me. W-What do you want me to do?” 

Eugene slapped the table in anger and his demeanor was ice cold as he 
stood up. “You’re so naive! For you? You’re as good as a tool to her! Do you 
know why she refused when you proposed the first time? That’s because she 
has long been Gerald’s lover, and she wanted to marry him. Do you know why 
she came back? 

Because Gerald chose his family and didn’t want her anymore. When she 
went back to you, she only did it because of Nolan Group’s success. In order 
to win your sympathy, she deliberately said that she was burned and went for 
plastic surgery. You foolishly believed her. For such a woman, you gave up 
your family and forced my mother to leave in such a despicable manner.” 

He then questioned, “Do you know why she had to kill her mother? Because 
my mother knew that she wasn’t injured at all during the fire. It was my mother 
who was injured! You’re completely blinded, and you can’t even distinguish 
right from wrong anymore! Until now, you’re still finding reasons to justify 
her actions. Have you gotten addicted to that b*tch? 



His eyes were filled with hate, and every word he spat out seemed to have the 
freezing ability! After that, he said to his son, “North, bring up the list of 
shareholders of Kanes Corporation.” 

North nodded before he turned on the computer and his little fingers flew 
across the computer at the speed of wind. In no time, Kanes Corporation’s 
year-end dividend appeared. 

Eugene got up, then took a few steps toward Edward before grabbing him by 
the collar and dragging him to the computer. “Open your eyes and take a look! 
This one percent stake in Kanes Corporation is the breakup fee paid to Lara 
after she stayed by Gerard’s side for three years! The woman whom you think 
loves you wholeheartedly is actually a woman someone else was tired of 
sleeping with!” 

Edward peered at the line of numbers and the familiar name. He stood stiffly 
in place, as if he hadn’t heard what Eugene just spat at him. All he could think 
of was that Lara had already been Gerald’s lover a long time ago and she only 
returned to him-the next best thing- because Gerald didn’t want her. 

 


