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What did she say at that time, though? Lara said that her face was ruined
after being burned in the fire. She had been undergoing treatment abroad, but
she was worried that he would dislike her if she couldn’t be cured, so she
asked her family to tell him not to wait for her..

She even told Edward that she actually thought of him every day and every
night, that she would look at their photos and letters to reminisce about the
memories they had together.

There was also the diary wherein she wrote to him daily with every heartfelt
sentence. She was such a strong and ambitious woman, but she was willing
to be gentle when it came to him.

No man could resist such a distinction! Naturally, he fell for her trap, and into
the tenderness of this woman. Now...

It was simply ridiculous! It was no wonder she always asked him to fight for
the Nolan Group, saying that he missed out on the position of president
because of her, and that she felt guilty about it, so she would definitely help
him to obtain it again.

It turned out that she had wanted it all along! Edward looked fiercely at
Lara. Lara argued, “I helped Gerald with something. That's why he gave it to
me...”

This time, Edward didn’t listen to her lies anymore, though. He walked up to
her and held her in a chokehold. “You actually did so many disgusting things,
yet you still manage to say such heartfelt stuff to convince me. Where’s your
dignity?”

She felt suffocated all of a sudden and struggled instinctively, but two
bodyguards grabbed her from behind, so she failed to escape his grasp.

Her lips moved, but she couldn’t say a word. She reckoned that this incident
along with committing arson and instructing someone to kill Ellen wasn’t a big
deal at all. Why was he so agitated?

Eugene was quite surprised too as he didn’t expect that this was what Edward
found most unacceptable. If he knew that, he would’ve brought up Lara’s
entanglement with Gerald first.



He had overestimated their position in his heart and their lives were nothing
compared to Lara’s betrayal. From the very beginning, the only person whom
Edward cared for was Lara! “Ed... Ward...” Lara choked out with difficulty.

Edward was livid. “For so many years, you've been getting more and more
ambitious. You've done so many bad deeds just to get Nolan Group. |
condoned you seeing that you’re my wife, and because you saved my life.
Yet, even you saving my life was a set-up. You’re a vicious woman. ['ll
strangle you to death today.”

Eugene said nothing while everyone else simply watched on. Everyone
noticed her face turning from pale to red, then from red to gray, and her eyes
were starting to lose their focus. Merlin panicked and advised, “That’s enough.
If you strangle any harder and she dies, are you going to pay with your life?”

It was enough to convince Edward to let go and take a step back. All of a
sudden, grief overcame him and he was filled with the desire to die. He had
nothing left after all. “I'm going to pay with my life!”

Merlin was so furious that he wanted to beat Edward up, so he ordered the
bodyguards around him, “Hurry up and grab him!” The bodyguards glanced at
Eugene, who nodded.

Only then did the two of them head over to bring Edward to Merlin. Lara fell to
the ground at once and gasped heavily like a fish on the verge of death. She
truly felt like she was going to die earlier!

Edward was simply too ruthless. For so many years, she stood by her word
and he had also been spoiling her. She didn’t expect that he wanted to
strangle her to death after all that happened.

She felt aggrieved for some reason and said, “Even if | lied when | came back
to you, | still love you. Otherwise, could | have spent so many years with you?”

A raging Edward looked at her, no longer believing a single word that she
said. “Shut the f*ck up!”
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Merlin looked at Eugene. “Don't lift a finger. Just leave them all to the police
to deal with!” Eugene sneered. “Then, they’ll only be sentenced for a few



years!” Then, Merlin emphatically reminded, “He’s your dad. You always have
to leave a way out for him.”

“As his son, it's my filial piety to let him die in clarity. What’'s more, doesn’t he
want to stick with Lara regardless of what happens? I’'m merely helping him
with this.” “Your father doesn’t have to die, though!”

Eugene retorted, “Don’t you see? Even at this point, he didn’t think he had
done anything wrong. You have asked me to leave a way for him to live, so
how are we as the ones who

were hurt by them supposed to feel?” Merlin answered, “He was just a
stubborn guy who fought to the end for what he believed, but he understands
what he did now!”

Eugene sneered again. “He just feels that he has been deceived, and he only
cares and feels bad about himself!” The grandfather and grandson were
chatting so casually, as if the people present around them) were invisible and
could not hear them!

In fact, Eugene had already asked Edward this sentence several times today:
Is there anything else you want to say? It was at least three or four times that
Eugene did so. He was clearly set on letting Edward die!

Merlin thought for a while and tempted Eugene, “Fine. If you promise to hand
them over to the police station, | will send you the gift in advance.” Eugene
frowned and looked at the mysterious old man. “What?”

Merlin smiled before he looked at the shareholders and said slowly, “After this
time, I've also figured out some things. It's better to be open and upright than
to keep things a secret. Today, we will take this opportunity to discuss it. |
know what you are thinking, and | know that you think | am biased in private,
but what | want you to consider is the development of the entire Nolan Group.
You are fighting back. and forth, but can you guarantee that the Nolan Group
will do better in your hands than Eugene’s?”

Amos was embarrassed by what he said and whispered, ‘I naturally have no
opinion about Eugene, but it may not be the same for the others. Anyway, |
don’t agree with anyone except Eugene.”



As he spoke, he also glanced meaningfully at Edward. Edward couldn’t care
about what they were saying at the moment and he sat on the chair feeling a
little lost.

When everyone heard the words, they also followed suit. “Yes, yes. Over
these few years, the annual income of the Nolan Group has been

rising.” “Yes. President Nolan has always been capable, and we are all
convinced!”

Merlin went on to say, “The Nolan Group’s a century-old enterprise and you
will have the chance if you have the ability. Besides, ther income will be
doubled year by year. | don’t need to tell you all what you already know in
your heart. Don’t think | am biased, but | know who is most suitable for this
position.

| can’t watch the country built by generations of the Nolan Family get ruined
like this. You only know how to fight for the company, but do you know how to
manage it? Do you think that the presidential seat is so easy to sit in? Eugene
takes on more than you think. You can sleep peacefully after work, receive
monthly wages, and receive dividends at the end of the year, but he can’t.

As a company leader, he has to deal with the working opportunities of tens of
thousands of employees in the company. To make a living, he must look
ahead to the development of the company and ensure that shareholders’
wallets are full. Who among you can share his burden?

Even when he is seriously ill, you are not thinking about working with a peace
of mind and maintaining the company’s reputation, but whether your wallet will
shrink or not, or whether you should fight to be the next president? It seems
that when you become the president, you can do everything in the world!
Can’t you all see the pressure he’s under, though?”

His voice was not very loud, but no one made a sound. Some bowed their
heads whereas some nodded frequently. “Everyone knows that | have 25% of
the shares in my hand, and there may be many people who have been
thinking about getting their hands on it, but let me tell you this: don’t you even
think about it. | have already made the necessary arrangements for these
shares.”
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Everyone pricked up their ears to listen when they heard those words. What
does this mean? Is he going to surrender his power? Eugene was also slightly
surprised. Didn’t Grandpa already make a will? What’'s going on here? Were
his shares to be divided in advance?

He looked suspiciously at Merlin, who said. calmly, “I decided to give 10% of
my shares to Olivia Maxwell and the other 15% to North Maxwell. Eugene will
keep the shares for them for the time being, and give it to the child when he
becomes an adult!”

As soon as he said this, the whole conference room gasped-he actually gave
it to Olivia! Isn’t she just President Nolan’s girlfriend? Does Master Merlin
really like her that much?

Olivia was also shocked as she hurriedly stood up and protested, “Grandpa,
this can’t be done. North and | can’t have it!” Merlin raised his hand and
motioned for her to sit down. “Don’t refuse this. You deserve it!”

Edward also looked at the old man in surprise. Is he crazy? Why is he giving
out 10% of his shares to Olivia Maxwell? And the fact that he only had
10%! Although he was full of doubts, he didn’t say anything.

On the contrary, Lara was furious. If Merlin had released these shares earlier,
things would not have reached the point where it was today. So, it meant that
he was trying to hammer her down before beginning to distribute his shares.

Even if she deserved this, there was no chance for her to obtain the shares.
However, Penny is always the child of the Nolan Family, right? Yet, Penny
never received anything either..

Thinking of that, Lara sneered. “She’s a woman who can go to bed with a
beggar and even had an illegitimate child with him. Even if your grandson is
fond of the child, he is not of your family and yet, you still gave your shares to
these outsiders-old man, have you gone senile?”

When everyone heard this, they all looked at Lara in surprise. How can she
say that? Although she usually used strong words whenever she spoke, she
was still always polite when talking to Merlin. She was now reprimanding
him?!

Did she not want to pretend at all at this point? Eugene’s eyes narrowed
fiercely and he instructed the bodyguard, “Get her!” The bodyguard



immediately responded and walked toward Lara in a few steps. A short while
later, there was only the sound of a slap in the face echoing in the huge.
conference room.

It was just that Lara didn’t stop after being beaten and she continued, ‘It's
useless even if you beat me to death. You won’t give your shares to someone
that belongs to the Nolan Family, but you'll give them to such a disgusting.
woman! You threatened the old man to do this, didn’t you? Well? Is everyone
in the Nolan Family just going to watch and do nothing? Think about how
many shares you have in your own hands.”

The more she shouted, the harder the bodyguard attacked her. After about
ten minutes, her voice finally disappeared-she was in too much pain.

Eugene raised his hand and signaled the bodyguard to stop. He looked at
Lara, who was. slumped on the ground. ‘Do you know what it means to court
disaster with your words this time?”

Lara held her red, swollen face in her hands as she cried out in pain, “Eugene
Nolan, you are disgusting. You still treasure a woman who has slept with a
beggar!” A storm quickly gathered in Eugene’s eyes, and he instructed the
bodyguard, “Go on! Continue!”

It was another ten-minute beating under the watchful eyes of all the people
there, but no one in the entire conference room dared to make a sound. The
Nolan Group had already sued several keyboard warriors who spoke
nonsense.

That being so, Lara was courageous to have spoken this way. She dared to
speak ill about someone else’s girlfriend in front of others. Was she not
courting death? Lara, who made a ruckus at the beginning, was now thrown to
the floor and she did not say another word. She could only breathe weakly.

Only then did Eugene withdraw his gaze indifferently. “In the future, whoever
dares to speak nonsense like her, this is what's going to happen to them!”
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Everyone cautiously lowered their heads one by one when they heard the
words for the fear of being implicated in trouble! Merlin looked at everyone
and explained calmly, “Everyone must be wondering why | made such an
arrangement. It’s not only because Olivial saved my life, but also because she



is Eugene’s girlfriend, my little great-grandson’s mother, and the future
matriarch of my Nolan Family.”

Everyone couldn’t help but whisper among themselves. “Olivia is so
awesome. Not only did she conquer President Nolan, but she also won over
Master Merlin as well.”

“Not to ridicule anyone but it’s fine if he liked Olivia enough to give her shares.
Why give them to her child, though? That child is not a family member.’ “How
dare you say this! Do you want to get beaten up too?”

“Then, what happened between Olivia and the beggar?” “It's probably fake.
Do you think President Nolan was such a fool? Take today’s meeting as an
example. | always feel like there’s a plan underneath and it is very likely that
this was arranged by him!”

“That’s for sure. Otherwise, how could the testimony of the witnesses be so
sufficient? | don’t think it's easy to tell whether President Nolan is sick or not in
the first place.” “Yeah, let’s just be careful in the future!”

Merlin listened to everyone’s discussion as he deliberately waited and said to
Eugene, “Eugene, come and formally introduce the pair of mother and son to
everyone!”

Eugene smiled and addressed everyone, “Everyone, please be silent. | will
officially introduce to you today my girlfriend, Olivia, and my son, North
Maxwell. In recent years, everyone may have known that | had been looking
for someone-a woman, but what everyone doesn’t know is that Olivia is the
woman I'm looking for.

North is our biological child, and the youngest child of the Nolan Family so far!
In order to protect them, this has not been made public, so you are the first to
know the truth after being used by people with ill intentions! After returning
home, if you find any posts insulting my girlfriend and my son on the Internet,
you are welcome to report to the legal department. Once it is determined that
there is indeed a false accusation, the whistleblower will receive a bonus!”
After hearing this, everyone sighed again. “He’s President Nolan'’s biological
child?”

“‘No wonder President Nolan is exasperated. He even made a statement in
person and asked the company’s legal department to sue them. Who would
dare to hurt his own son and significant other?”



“Actually, you should have known a long time ago. You can see how fond
President Nolan is of them, and the way he takes the child with him for several
days.”

“My God, let’s hurry back and look for the post. Maybe we’ll make a
fortune.” “Now, the legal department of Nolan Group has some work to do!”

For a time, everyone talked about it with great enthusiasm and there was an
inexplicable feeling of being secretly delighted. The whole conference room
was as lively as a busy market.

Lara was completely dumbfounded-so, they were in fact related. She was
really suspicious at the time, but she unfortunately couldn’t investigate
anything..

It turned out that Eugene had wanted to protect them. It also seemed that
Merlin had known about this for a long time. Otherwise, it was impossible for
him to like the child so much. Now, she had nothing.

Originally, she thought that she would have the Nolan Group at least, but who
would have thought that there would be so many changes along the way?

Now, the Nolan Group had disappeared from her hands, her marriage was
gone, and everything she had worked so hard to manage for so many years
had come to nothing. As for Eugene, not only was he still sitting in that
position, but he also had a wife and a child.

In an instant, this huge gap made Lara lose all thoughts. Her ears were
buzzing, her eyes were white, and her entire body seemed to be spinning in
place. Her eyes closed and she immediately fainted. Merlin tremblingly took
out a brocade box in his pocket and handed it to Olivia. “This is for you!”
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Olivia took it suspiciously. She curiously opened the box and a graphite-
colored ice jade bracelet came into view. The body of this bracelet was
smooth and round. The graphite color seemed to be: smudged by ink soaked
in water, leaving splashing ink at just the right places. It seemed to be able to
exude a charm that had come through the distant and long years.

She saw at a glance that the bracelet was of great value and even her hands
shook subconsciously. “Grandpa, this is too precious. And the shares- | know



this is your will, but | can make money to support myself. | can’t have these
things!” As she said that, she was about to return the brocade box.

Merlin returned it to her again and said angrily, “Just take it since I've given it
to you. For so many years, you have worked hard to take care of your child by
yourself. | know that you are not short of cash and have the ability to make
money. | just want to make up for the two of you. Although the things | give
you are a bit tacky, you have to accept them so that | will feel better!”

Olivia didn’t know what to do for a while. She turned to Eugene for help, but
he also said with a smile, “Take it. Grandma treasured this bracelet during her
lifetime!” After that, she took a step back and relented, “Then, | will accept this
bracelet, and | will not want the shares.”

Again, Merlin said in feigned anger, “Oh, child- it’s for you, so take it. You
have suffered for so many years. You have no mother and father, and have to
live precariously day after day. As a grandfather, | feel distressed when | look
at you, yet | can’t help you with anything. You will be a family in the future, and
if Eugene makes you angry, tell me. | will help you to deal with him, but don’t
be really angry with him!” Olivia’s nose felt a little sour from the old man’s
words as she nodded fiercely, “Okay, | understand. Thank you, Grandpa!”

He smiled, then looked at everyone. “Don’t feel like I’'m being unfair. Everyone
can see how Eugene has lived in the past few years. None of our family’s
children have suffered as hard as him, nor are they a more suitable president
than him. If anyone still feels uncomfortable, talk to me in private!”

Although everyone thought it was a bit unfair, when they saw that none of the
other siblings of the same rank as them received anything, they felt a lot fairer.

In addition, everyone knew well why the old. man took out his shares. It was
also to save the lives of Edward and Lara. Otherwise, with Eugene’s
ruthlessness, it would be a real question as to whether they

could survive. After all, he dared to do something to them even in front of so
many people, so if he really wanted to kill them, he could have easily
just arranged an accident.

Eugene naturally knew what the old man. meant. Although he deeply hated
Edward, Edward didn’t participate in many things and his mother wouldn'’t let
him make the Kkill.



It was just like taking advantage of the situation for his own benefit. As for
Lara, he would definitely deal with her by letting her stay in prison for the rest
of her life!

He looked at Edward and said, “For Grandpa’s sake, | wouldn’t continue
pursuing this and I'll let the police handle this matter. | hope you can reflect on
what you have done in the middle of the night. The things that are revengeful
and ungrateful on top of the ones that are unrepentant and making you wish
you could kill yourself!”

As he said that, he looked back indifferently at Curtis and commanded in a
cold voice, “Prosecute Lara Roberts for multiple murders as well as Edward
cheating with her and designing to frame Ms. Ellen Mccarthy!”

Curtis responded, “Yes, sir.” Eugene added, ‘Take this surveillance with you!”



