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Olivia had been a little dejected before that, but she gradually returned to her
usual self after hearing Eugene’s words. “Where do you want to go?” she
asked.

Eugene held her hand. ‘I never understood the concept of new year’s
celebrations until | met you guys. Usually, | would just spend the night. before
with my grandfather, then I'd sleep in for a few days after that. Now that you
guys are here, | don’t mind going anywhere as long as it’s with you guys.”

Before Olivia could say anything, North said, “Let’s go look for Grandma! We
might even get a chance to bump into Dora!” Eugene didn’t know whether to
laugh or cry at North’s comment. This brat is really into that girl, huh?

“Fine. Let’s go to Promise Island, then, Eugene uttered. But Olivia knitted her
brows upon hearing this. “What about Grandpa? We can’t leave him at home
alone. Lara and your dad are in the detention center.”

“‘Edward isn’t my grandfather’s only son, you know. The rest of my uncles and
aunts will be home during the holiday too!” Eugene said with a smile. Olivia
finally understood the situation. “Oh, that’s good, then. You've never
celebrated the new year with your mother, have you?”

“No, | usually get more occupied during festive seasons, he replied. Olivia
knew that there would be more people watching his every move during festive
seasons. For the sake of his mother’s safety, he had to maintain his distance.
All of a sudden, Olivia felt rather sorry for the man. “Why don’t we celebrate
new years’ with your mother this time?”

A spark lit up in Eugene’s eyes when he heard. what she said. This was his
iIdeal way to spend the festive season. He quietly thought about how they
could share a room. He had wanted to bring her back to his place, but she
was an extremely cautious and stubborn woman who insisted on staying out
of the house whenever they were done eating.

She was a heartless woman. Eugene didn’t want to leave a bad impression,
and the rational side of his mind often told him to act with a little more dignity.
He knew that he wasn’t supposed to lose himself each time he saw her.

Yet, the emotional side of him ran under a completely different system. Every
time he saw her, he would overthink their relationship, especially when it was



just the both of them. He spread his lips into a smile and was just about to
agree to her idea when she spoke again. “Oops. | don’t think that’ll
work.” Eugene immediately frowned. “Why not?”

“What about Jewel? She’s here alone-what is she going to do if we

leave?” Eugene didn’t know what to say for a moment. It's so hard to spend
some alone time with my girlfriend. “Why don’t we bring her along?” he
suggested. Olivia hesitated for a moment. “Would that be okay? It's a new
year celebration.”

“What’s wrong with it? She’s practically your sister from another mother, and
my mom loves having people around. | can ask Alex to come along too,” he
replied.

“‘How’s he going to join us? He has to spend time with his family too!” Olivia
protested. “He can come after that. We can stay for a while longer, Eugene
replied. Olivia finally agreed. “Okay, I'll ask Jewel about it.”

Jewel didn’t actually want to join them, but she knew that they were worried
about her, and she knew that Olivia wouldn'’t leave if she didn’t go along with
them. So, she had no choice but to join them. Two days before the new year,
Olivia, Eugene, North, Brian, and Jewel traveled to Promise Island. They
didn’t let Ellen know about their plan as they wanted to give her a surprise.

When they entered the house, Ellen was busy tidying the place up. She was a
woman who couldn’t sit still, and she was the one who cleaned the whole of
their enormous house. She had fired the two maids that Eugene hired for her,
and she only asked for help if she couldn’t manage to clean the whole place
sometimes. Most of the time, she was the one doing all the work.

“‘Mom!” Brian called. Ellen had her back turned. against them, and her body
froze for a moment when she heard her son’s voice. She looked like she was
trying to pay more attention to what she heard, perhaps because she thought
that she was hallucinating.
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North chuckled when he saw how she hadn’t turned around. “Grandma!” he
called. Right then, Ellen spun around to see her family members behind her.
Tears formed in her eyes immediately. “Oh, dear! What brings all of you
here?”



“We’'re here to spend the new year with you,” Eugene uttered with a smile.
Ellen scurried over to welcome them. “Is that so? Hurry up and come in! Why
didn’t you guys tell me that you were going to visit?” Olivia grinned. “Eugene
said he wanted to give you a surprise.” “This sure is a surprise.” Ellen turned
to gaze at Jewel. ‘And you are...?”

Olivia immediately pulled Jewel over to introduce her. “This is one of my best
friends, Jewel. She doesn’t have family around, so | told her to come along
with me. Would that be okay with you, Mrs. Nolan?”

Ellen immediately nodded. ‘Of course it’s okay! You guys have no idea how
desperate | am for someone to talk to me these days. Hurry up and come in.”
Olivia felt relieved to hear the woman’s words. “Come on!” she said while
tugging on Jewel’s hand. Ellen, on the other hand, took North’s hand. “Oh, my
grandson grew taller again!”

‘Do you think I'll be taller than Daddy someday, Grandma?” North asked. “Of
course! You'll outgrow him someday!” Ellen replied. After they got into the
house, Ellen brought some fruits and snacks over. “You don’t have to serve
us. You should get some rest,” Olivia suggested. Ellen brought a few more
snacks and poured tea for each of them as if they were VIP customers. She
only took a seat after that.

“It’s all your fault. Why didn’t you tell me about this earlier?” She shot Brian an
annoyed glare. Brian frowned as he put on a wronged expression. “What did |
do this time?”

“When you brought your uncle and the rest of them over a while ago, why
didn’t you mention that you guys would be spending new years’ here? |
could’ve prepared more stuff if you told me your plans earlier,” Ellen
grumbled.

Brian faked an angry look. “How should | know that they were coming this
year? | only received the news at the very last second. | would’ve dropped by
earlier if it weren’t for them,” he uttered. Ellen reached her hand over and
smacked Brian on the leg. “Are you talking back to me now?”

Brian let out a chuckle. “Can you be a little more rational, Mom? Can’t | speak
for myself a little?”

‘I never talk back to my Mommy,” North interrupted. Brian glared at North
speechlessly before pointing his finger at North. “Are you asking for trouble



right now? Come at me, then! Do you remember who was the one who saved
you?” As Brian spoke, he acted as if he was about to chase after North.

North immediately sprinted away while shouting. “You saved me, but my
mommy saved you, so we don’t owe each other anything. You can’t bring this
up anymore!”

“Your mommy saved me, so I’'m thankful to her, but | saved you, so you
should be thankful to me too!” Brian protested. North continued to run. “If you
continue bullying me, I'll tell everyone about your childhood.” Brian froze. “My
childhood? What did | do as a kid?”

North ran in circles around the couch as he provoked the other boy. “You
were bit by a goose when you were young, and you bawled your eyes
out.” Brian’s footsteps came to a halt. “Who told you that?”

North stopped running as he responded to the other boy. “You don’t need to
know that. But is it true?” “That’s nonsense! You shouldn’t listen to your dad’s
nonsense!” Brian replied. Eugene had been sitting on the couch, and he lifted
his gaze to shoot Brian a cold glare.. However, Eugene didn’t join in their
conversation and simply continued to crack some peanuts. Soon enough, a
handful of juicy peanuts fell into Olivia’s hands.

Olivia felt rather awkward at that moment, so she stole a gaze at Ellen and
Jewel, who were both beaming at her. In the end, Olivia had no choice but to
accept the peanuts and the embarrassment she felt.
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Ellen beamed when she glanced at the couple. Brian and North were still
bickering while Eugene and Olivia leaned against each other sweetly. As Ellen
observed everything that was going on in the house, she felt tears welling up
in her eyes. It had been a while since there were so many people around her.

Eugene quickly changed the topic when he realized that Ellen was starting to
get emotional. “Did Mr. Lowe and the rest of them stay for a few days before
leaving?” When he bought Nigel and the rest of them a meal back then, he
gave in to the urge to tell them the truth. Eugene ended up telling them about
how he and Old Man Nolan lied to the world just to save his mother. There
was no specific reason for Eugene to do so-he simply figured that he should
be more honest since Nigel and the rest agreed to speak in court for his
mother.



Furthermore, since legal action had been taken against Lara and Edward,
Eugene’s mother was safe. There was no longer a reason for him to keep the
secret. So, he had gotten Brian to bring Nigel and the rest of them over. The
main reason for this was to give Nigel and the rest of them some peace of
mind, while the second reason was to have a reunion with old classmates
whom he hadn’t met in 30 years.

Ellen quietly brushed her tears away before smiling, “They only stayed for
three days. Oh, they’re all so old now. Time flies-30 years have passed in the
blink of an eye.

Eugene smiled. “You’re a pretty popular woman, Mom. Mr. Lowe and the rest
of them agreed to help out once they heard about your situation. They offered
to tell the truth for you,” he uttered.

“Yeah. Our classmates have a tight bond. Even though we haven’t met in
years, we still have so much to talk about,” Ellen replied. “I think we dealt with
it in the best way possible, Eugene. It’s tiring to hate someone forever, so we
should just let this be. Forgiving them is also a way of setting yourself free!”

“Yeah. As long as they don’t come back for more trouble!” Eugene

agreed. “Stop running around, North. You don’t want to use up all your
energy,” Olivia uttered. North obediently returned to his seat on the couch.
Brian was panting at this point, and he shot North a side glare. “You’ll get it
after | get some rest!” he hissed.

North responded with a threat as well. “You're the one who's going to get

it!” Ellen’s attention had been spread all over the room, so she didn’t exactly
understand what the two younger boys were talking about. “What’s going on?
What’s up with North?”

Olivia froze and stole a glance at Eugene. Only then did she recall that Ellen
had no idea about North and Eugene’s poisoning incident. After hesitating for
a second, Eugene finally provided a vague answer. “He fell sick a while ago,
but Olivia treated him after that.” Ellen put on a sorry expression as she gazed
at North’s little face. “Was it a cold?”

Eugene and Olivia both glared at the young boy as they thought, He better not
say the wrong thing! Fortunately, the young boy’s response. was quick, and
he nodded in agreement to his grandmother’s words. “Yeah. | had a
headache, and my entire body felt weak.”



Ellen smiled. ‘It's fine. Your mother’s a pro at this, so I’'m sure she made you
feel better.” North’s eyes turned into two lines as he smiled. “Yeah. I'm fine
now. Don’t worry about it, Grandma.”

All of them sat in the hall as they talked about recent incidents. They talked
about Jewel’s throat, how Olivia and Jewel met, and so on. Of course, Olivia
only gave a brief explanation as she didn’t want to scare Eugene’s mother.

As all of them were snacking and chatting, Ellen got up all of a sudden. Olivia
noticed this, and she poked Eugene when she realized how Ellen had been
gone for a while. “What’s your mom doing?”

Eugene looked just as puzzled. “| don’t know. I'll go check on her.” He walked
over to find his mother tidying the room up. “What are your doing, Mom?”

“I'm preparing a room for Jewel,” she replied. There were guest rooms
available in the house, but none of them had been tidied. Since Jewel was
staying that night, Ellen couldn’t claim that she didn’t have any spare rooms.
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Eugene leaned forward and whispered to Ellen, “You can just prepare a small
room. Olivia won’t sleep with me otherwise.” Ellen glared at him before she
patted him on his shoulder. ‘Did you bully her?”

He chuckled. “No. I just want to have some alone time with Olivia. You're
overthinking the situation.” “Well, then how have you guys been getting along?
When are you planning to get married?” Ellen asked.

Eugene let out an exasperated laugh. Marriage? | would love that. But the
main issue is that the woman isn’t interested in getting married at all. “It’s still
too early to think about that. You don’t have to worry about it.” Eugene left
after that, and Ellen glared at him speechlessly.

Meanwhile, Olivia was teaching Jewel how to speak. She had been taking the
medication for so long, so there should have been some change in her

speaking abilities. Yet, Jewel couldn’t speak at all. Olivia suspected that Jewel
had forgotten how to produce noises since she hadn’t spoken for so long. So,
Olivia tried her best to teach Jewel to speak. “Try making some noises. Ah...”

Jewel let out a laugh before she signed, ‘I'm not a kid. Do | need you to teach
me this?’ ‘Just try it. Ah... Olivia said. Jewel extended her neck and tried her



best to speak, but no sound came. In the end, Jewel only ended up with sweat
all over her forehead as she was too anxious. Olivia quickly tried to calm
Jewel down. ‘It’s fine. Perhaps we can stop the medication after the new year.
Then, we can run some tests at the hospital, and I'll adjust the dosage for
you.”

Jewel eyed Olivia dejectedly. ‘| don’t think anything can save my throat. You
can stop wasting your effort. Olivia shot Jewel an annoyed glare. “Stop talking
nonsense. You have to trust me-I'm the genius doctor.”

Jewel smiled and nodded. When Eugene returned to the hall, he sat down
next to Olivia and glanced at the other side of the couch, where Brian and
North were playing games. “Who won?” “Who do you think?” Olivia chuckled.
Eugene put on a smug look. “He’s just asking for it if he wants to play games
with our son, isn’t he?”

Brian hadn’t expected North to be so swift with his moves-Brian had lost every
round so far. However, Brian refused to give in. He wanted to win at least
once. Yet, he hadn’t won a single round after sitting around for more than one
hour. In the end, Brian stood up and threw his phone aside with a loud smack.
“'m not playing anymore.”

“Are you ready to give up?” North asked playfully. Brian gave the young boy a
fierce glare. This is your strength, so what'’s there to be proud of? If you're that
confident, why don’t we play chess instead?”

A sly look flashed across North’s face. “Let’s do it! Do you think I'm afraid of
you?” Eugene parted his lips to remind Brian of how North would often play
chess with his grandfather when North visited the Nolan Residence. | don’t
think it's a good idea to play chess with North! However, Eugene didn’t know
how good Brian was at chess. Perhaps his chess skills might have improved
while | wasn’t around. But...

One hour later, Eugene realized that he had overestimated Brian once more.
“Bring your son away, Olivia. I'm going to be broke if | lose anything else,”
Brian cried. Everyone laughed.

After dinner at night, Ellen spoke to Jewel. “Jewel, | just prepared a room for
you, and I'll bring you over later.” Jewel nodded and signed a ‘thank you’ to
Ellen. “It's no worries at all. Let’'s go,’ Ellen uttered.



‘Let me sleep with you,” Olivia suggested. Right after she stood up, Eugene
pulled her back onto the couch. “Jewel’s room is a little too small, so it can’t fit
two people,” Eugene said. Jewel beamed and moved her hands to sign to
Olivia. | want to sleep on my own. Olivia was speechless for a second. After
that, they all returned to their own rooms.
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Olivia felt a burning rage building up in her. chest when she saw the excited
look on Eugene’s face. “Why did you stop me?” she asked as she pinched
him on his arm. He let out a laugh, not bothered by the weak pinch that she
gave him. ‘I did this for you, didn’t I?” he explained himself with a straight
face..

She was practically speechless. ‘For me? Explain yourself. How is this for
me? | have no idea what’s going on in your head.” He pulled her over to sit on
the bed before providing her with a clear explanation. “You came over to
spend the new year with my mother, and she’s really thankful for you. Guess
what my mother told me when | went over to her just now.”

Olivia didn’t want to listen to his long-winded explanation, but she couldn’t
help but question him as it was related to his mother. “What did she say?”

“She asked if | was the one who forced you to come over and spend time with
my old woman. | told her that you were the one who suggested this,” he
uttered.

“So?” she asked. “So, my mother’s really thankful and satisfied. with you,”
Eugene commented. Olivia stared at him. “How is this related to not letting me
share a room with Jewel?”

“Of course it's related. You're my girlfriend. What would my mother think if you
shared a room with Jewel? She would think that you never wanted to come in
the first place, and she’d think that we’re only here because | was trying to
show care to her! If she thinks that there’s something wrong with our
relationship, she will get worried, and she will think about it even after we
leave!”

After hearing those words, she found herself speechless. This guy sure is
good at talking nonsense. He turned his own desires into something so noble
and thoughtful! “I'll go ask your mother about this.” Olivia pretended to head



out of the room as she spoke. Eugene quickly stopped her. “Hey! What are
you going to ask? How are you going to ask it?”

“I'm going to explain things to her. I'm going to tell her that | don’t want to be in
the same room as you because you’re always bullying me and not because
I’m not in the mood to spend the new year with her.”

He reached his arm toward her and she growled, “What is it? Are you going to
stop me?” “Take a look at the spot on my arm about 4 inches above my wrist,”
he uttered. She instinctively gazed at a spot on his arm. “What is it?”

“‘Pull my sleeve up,” he ordered. Only then did Olivia realize what he meant. “I
don’t want to see it,” she scoffed as she turned to leave. Yet, she had barely
taken a step when the nasty man wrapped an arm around her waist before
lifting her and throwing her onto the bed. Then, he pressed his body on top of
her. His warm breath spread across her face. “What are you afraid of? Are
you afraid that someone might see evidence of you bullying me?”

She pushed him aside angrily. “Since when did | bully you? Stop putting the
blame on me,” she hissed. Eugene immediately pulled his sleeve up. “Look. |
have bruises because of you. What are you going to do?”

Olivia looked and saw that he had a bruise about the size of a thumb. “What
am | going to do? | can give you an ice packet!” Then, she smacked Eugene’s
arm away before she used some martial art techniques to throw him aside.
The moment she saw him trying to resist her actions, she leaped over and
spread her legs to sit on top of him. “Tell me! Do you give in or not?” she
asked.

Eugene gave up on fighting against her when he saw the slight smirk on her
face. Instead, he placed his hands behind his head on the pillow as if to show
that he was fully relaxed. It was as if he were saying that she could do
whatever she wanted!

It was only then that she realized how awkward her posture was. F*ck. Why
am | sitting on top of him? Am | trying to rape him or something? She was in a
panic as she tried to get off him, but he acted swiftly and locked her in his
arms. Both of them exchanged glances with their faces close enough to be
able to feel each other’s breaths.



