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The kidnappers froze in disbelief. Did she just scoff? Is she looking down on us? We're
professional kidnappers!

“Why are you laughing?” one of the kidnappers fumed.
“I'm laughing at your ignorance. You guys are so full of yourselves that you won’t even
believe me when I’'m telling the truth. Fine. You can ask my daughter if you don’t believe

what | said. Kids don't lie,” said Lu Jingyuan with a sneer.

The kidnapper thought what she said made sense, so he tore off the tape from the two
children’s mouths.

Then, he pointed at one of them. “Tell me, is Nan Chen your dad?”

The child that was questioned appeared unbothered, but there was still a hint of fear in
her eyes. “Nan Chen is not my dad.”

“That’s impossible. How do you know who Nan Chen is if he isn’t your dad?” the
kidnapper yelled.

“He is Erbao and Dabao’s daddy. We've seen him before. The inn that Dabao and
Erbao are staying at belongs to my mommy. We went there today because my sister
needs to help Erbao feed her goldfish.” Lu Yunbing gave a clear explanation though she
was terrified.

“What Dabao and Erbao? What are you talking about?”
“Dabao and Erbao are twins too. They are Nan Chen’s children, the twins you were
supposed to kidnap. We are not your target. My mommy is right, and you got the wrong

person. You idiots!”

The amount of courage she had was impressive since she had the audacity to call the
kidnappers idiots.

Lu Jingyuan taught her children to remain calm when faced with a life-threatening
situation. They had to be stronger and braver than usual and mustn’t panic.

However, Lu Jingyuan didn’t expect her daughter to call the kidnappers idiots. That was
a bold and dangerous act.

“Did you hear that, Boss? This kid called us idiots. I’'m going to twist her head off!”




“This is ridiculous. You all are men, and you’re bullying us ladies. Do you think you're all
that? | dare you to kidnap Erbao’s daddy! I'm sure he’ll teach you all a lesson!” Lu
Yunbing said.

Uncle Nan Chen has strong men like Uncle Qiao Zhan and his subordinates around
him. There’ll be hope for Mommy, Yunxue, and me if these people go to Uncle Nan
Chen.

Although her thinking was simple and straightforward, it was already pretty impressive
for a young child like her to come up with such a plan amidst a predicament.

“The Dabao and Erbao you’re mentioning are Nan Chen’s children?” The leader of the
kidnappers finally came around.

“Yes. You’re picking on us since you don’t dare to mess with Nan Chen! Shame on
you,” Lu Yunbing snapped icily.

The kidnappers exchanged glances with one another and suddenly felt embarrassed for
picking on ladies.

“We are bad guys, so we are, of course, shameless!” one of them retorted, sounding
indignant.

“That’s right. All bad guys are shameless,” another one chimed in.

“Bad guys should have principles too. My daughter is right. You’re shameless for
bullying us ladies. Nan Chen is in Flower City now. Go to him if you’re bold enough.
Release us now,” Lu Jingyuan said.

Once again, the kidnappers looked at each other.

They had indeed kidnapped the wrong people.

However, there was nothing they could do now. They couldn’t just send the three of
them back to Livingsfill.

After a long drive in the middle of the night, they finally reached the border. It would be
ridiculous to send them all the way back.

They already wasted too much money on gas alone and had even pulled an all-nighter,
so sending Lu Jingyuan and her daughters back was out of the question. If they did so,
they would only incur more losses.

“What should we do now?” The kidnappers looked at their leader in unison.

“We’ll play along since Nan Chen already agreed to pay us.”




“But we didn’t kidnap his wife and children. You sent him pictures, yet he didn’t tell us
we got the wrong person. Could he be up to something?”

“That’s true. He is a smart guy. Could he have a trick up his sleeve?”
The leader wavered after hearing his subordinates’ remark.

| should have reported this to the boss earlier. Now that we kidnapped the wrong
people, | don’t know what to do.

“I'll ask Ding Fei. After all, she’s the one who asked us to do it. Let’s ask for her
opinion.”

“No, you can’t do that. That woman is ruthless. She might tell the boss that we are
incompetent after she finds out we kidnapped the wrong people. We might become the
victim of the boss’ scalpel if that happens. He’d take our organs away! Why don’t we
play along? Let’s pretend we don’t know anything! We’'ll let them go if Nan Chen pays
us. If he doesn’t, we’ll bring them outside the border. This woman is quite a looker. Let's
have some fun with her before we sell her off. These two kids can also be sold for a
sum of money. That way, at least we wouldn’t be doing this in vain!”

Lu Jingyuan was shocked at how stubborn and hopeless these people were. How can
they think of selling us off? We can’t cross the border! Otherwise, things will be bad!

“You'd better not do that. Release me and my daughters right now, and I'll guarantee
your safety. As for the ransom, Nan Chen will give it to you since he promised to. Leave
after you get the money and pretend nothing happened. I'll let this incident slide,” Lu
Jingyuan said calmly.

“This woman is putting up an act again. She thinks she’s so impressive. Let me teach
her a lesson.”

One of the hooligans had been eyeing Lu Jingyuan longingly for some time, and he
couldn’t wait to hook up with her.

“‘Don’t touch her. Is lust more important than your life?” the leader yelled.

“Shall we report this to the boss and ask for his instruction?”

“No. We will pretend we didn’t know we kidnapped the wrong people! We'll only tell the
boss after we receive the money. He won'’t be as mad at us after he gets the money. If
he finds out about this, we’ll say Ding Fei asked us to do it and put the blame on her! |
mean, we aren’t lying, are we? After all, she did ask us to do this,” the leader said.




“What about this woman and the children?” another subordinate asked.

“‘What's done is done. We’'ll go along with it. Let’s bring her with us and hand her over to
the boss if worse comes to worst.”

“You cannot bring us outside the border. It’s inconvenient for you to bring us along.
You'll regret it for sure!” Lu Jingyuan started to panic.

“What'’s there to regret? For kidnapping you? Serves you right for happening to be there
with your kids. Accept your fate!”

Lu Jingyuan knew she could not talk them out of this and had to think of another way.
Her greatest concern at that moment was being taken out of the border. She thought
she was safe as long she didn’t leave the place. After all, she had a powerful family to

back her up.

She believed her brother would think of a way to rescue her when he found out she got
kidnapped.

These hooligans were no match for her brother. If her brother took action, they wouldn't
be able to fly out of the border even if they had wings.

The most important thing to do now is to stall for time until my family finds out about
this. But how am | supposed to do it?
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herself to get several hours of sleep.

To hold her own against the kidnappers and protect her children, she needed to
maintain sufficient energy.

The kidnappers brought back three portions of lamb noodles, which tasted awful and
greasy. Lu Jingyuan’s palette was not used to it.

However, if she refused to eat, the children would be even more reluctant to. So, she
led by example and forced herself to eat half a portion to replenish her energy.

At her request, the kidnappers agreed not to tie them up on the condition that they did
not take a step out of the room in the guesthouse.

“| want to go home, Mommy. Will we ever be able to?”




Lu Yunxue was listless and dejected after experiencing such a traumatizing event. As if
that wasn’t bad enough, the little girl was also hungry and deprived of sleep.

Distressed to see her daughter in such a state, Lu Jingyuan held Lu Yunxue tenderly.
“We will make it back home, but we must be patient. We need to eat and sleep well to
maintain our strength, then we’ll return to Livingsfill and play with Erbao. All right?”

Lu Yunxue was skeptical. “You’re not lying to me, are you, Mommy? Will these bad men
let us go home?”

“Your uncle will come to rescue us!” Lu Jingyuan whispered in her daughter’s ear.

Lu Yunxue’s eyes lit up. She once heard her mother mention that she had a formidable
uncle though she had not officially met him yet.

The girl lowered her voice as well. “Is Uncle here, then?”

“He should be, but he needs to await an opportunity to act, so we must keep our chin
up. We need to trust that he will come to our rescue,” Lu Jingyuan said mysteriously.

“All right, I'll be brave.” Lu Yunxue’s spirits were lifted in an instant.

The leader of the kidnappers entered the room at that moment. Holding a phone, he

once again pointed the camera at Lu Jingyuan and the children, recording them.

“‘Does Nan Chen wish to verify that we’re alive again?” Lu Jingyuan asked.

“That Nan fellow is such a handful. He’s so rich, yet he’s so reluctant to pay the ten
million we ask for. I've already taken several photographs for him, yet he still won’t pay
up!” the leader grumbled.

“Let me speak to him on the phone. He'll pay up at once,” Lu Jingyuan said.
The leader stared suspiciously at Lu Jingyuan.

“l told you, Nan Chen has nothing to do with me. You’d kidnapped the wrong person.
So, although Nan Chen said he’d pay the ransom, you have no idea when he’d pay or
whether he’s going to pay at all, do you? However, things would be different if | spoke to
him personally. He would give you the money on my account. Take it as he loaned me
ten million, which | will pay back in the future. Put yourself in his shoes. If you were Nan
Chen, would you feel more secure if | told you that? Though Nan Chen is rich, his
money did not fall from the sky. If | don’t speak to him, why would he pay ten million for
the sake of someone who isn’t even related to him?”




The leader hesitated. Though he thought Lu Jingyuan had a point, he was worried that
the woman was pull tricks on him.

“Let me talk to him through a video call, so he can ascertain that I'm still alive. With
some persuasion on my part, he will pay you the money. If you won’t consent to this,
he’ll continue stalling by promising to pay you but never getting to it. What are you going
to do about that, then?” Lu Jingyuan asked.

The leader began to waver, for he found Lu Jingyuan’s words irrefutable.

“‘Mommy is right. If we speak to Uncle Nan Chen, he would pay you because | am a
good friend of Erbao’s.”

Though Lu Yunxue did not know what her mother was up to, she thought she should
help her mother by chiming in.

Her assistance worked like a charm. The leader was finally convinced.

“I'll be listening in. Don’t run your mouth, or I'll kill you immediately!”

Lu Jingyuan sneered. “What could | say? | don’t even know where we are or who you
are. What do you think | can reveal? The only thing | can do is to have him pay you as

soon as possible so you'll release me.”

The leader agreed upon further consideration, so he dialed Nan Chen’s number and
told him that Lu Jingyuan wished to speak with him.

Nan Chen appeared on the screen when the video call was connected. He was seated
on the couch with his back facing a wall where a framed embroidery was hanging.

Lu Jingyuan was pleased. She recognized the embroidery, which was a gift from one of
the friends she had made during her travels.

It was hung in her living room, which meant that Nan Chen was currently at her home in
Livingsfill.

There’s only one explanation for Nan Chen’s speedy arrival at Livingsfill—he flew there
on a private plane.

However, the use of private planes required formal applications in advance. The
procedure was complicated, so he could not have taken off immediately.

If that was a plane from a special department, however, exceptions could have been
made which allowed for immediate takeoff.




Lu Jingyuan was reminded of her own family, who had the authority to mobilize the
resources of special departments.

“What are you waiting for? Speak!” The leader grew anxious at Lu Jingyuan’s prolonged
silence.

“Hello, Mr. Nan. I’'m sorry to call you under such circumstances.” Lu Jingyuan forced a
smile.

“Are you and the children well?” Nan Chen asked calmly.
“We’re fine. The children are just a little frightened.”
“Get to the point. Stop making small talk!” the leader barked from the side.

“All right, short story long, then. Wait, | apologize for the mistake. | meant to say ‘long
story short,”” Nan Chen said apologetically.

Lu Jingyuan’s heart skipped a beat. Nan Chen is a meticulous person, and he never
panics. He would never misspeak because he is always cool and collected. How could
he have mixed the words up? He did that on purpose! He’s planning to prolong the
phone call! In other words, | am to talk about anything I can think of to buy as much time
as possible.

Understanding at once, Lu Jingyuan nodded. “Don’t worry, Mr. Nan. | will explain things
in the briefest possible manner.”

“Stop talking nonsense. Tell him to pay up!” The leader was impatient.

“We need your help, Mr. Nan. We can’t do anything now that we are held captive.”

“Are you referring to the ransom?” Nan Chen asked.

“Yes. | am aware that they asked for ten million, and | hope you can send them the
money as soon as possible.”

Nan Chen did not respond immediately. He appeared hesitant.

The leader panicked. “I knew it! You have no intention of paying up and you’re just
trying to fool me! I'm telling you, Nan, I'll kill them all if you won’t pay up!”

“Please, Mr. Nan, my children are young. You must help us!” Lu Jingyuan pleaded.
“Actually, I'm not saying | won'’t give you the money. I’'m just worried that you will bring

them out of the country once | do, and | would have paid you for nothing,” Nan Chen
said coldly.




The leader took over the conversation. “Godd*mn it, didn’t | already tell you that | would
release them after you pay up? I've been telling you that all the time, and you're still
dawdling. I'm going to take action if you won'’t speed things up!”
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will you? I’'m having a discussion with Mr. Nan. What good will shouting do? Will it solve
anything?”

“Then have him pay up right now! All you're doing is discussing unrelated matters.”

“Can’t you see I'm talking to him right now? Could you not interrupt us?” Lu Jingyuan
snapped.

The leader was seething. | can’t believe this woman is behaving so impudently when
her life is in my hands!

“I will pay the ransom, but you must first release them,” Nan Chen said, deliberately
making things difficult for the kidnappers.

The leader grew flustered again, but Lu Jingyuan did not allow him to interrupt this time.
She shot him a glance, signaling him to calm down.

“Give him the money, Mr. Nan. | will pay you back after this. Please help me and my
children.”

As the conversation progressed, they kept coming back to the same point. Lu Jingyuan
continued pleading with Nan Chen to pay, but Nan Chen wasn’t willing to.

That was the only way they could buy more time.

“I'm not saying | won'’t pay, I'm just worried that they will still take you abroad after | do,”
Nan Chen repeated his earlier concern.

The leader had had enough. “Are you done? Didn’t we already agree that | would
release them as soon as you sent me the money? What are you trying to do now?”

“You know what | want. Release them, and then I'll pay you.”
“‘How can | be sure you'd pay me after | release them? Nice try. I'll give you another
couple of hours. If you don’t pay up, I'll kill the little girl and bring the woman out of the

country,” the kidnapper yelled before hanging up.

The more he mulled it over, however, the more disconcerted he became at the
realization that he had been played like a fiddle.




“Nan is never going to pay up, is he? Did you gang up with him to deceive me?”

“Why would | do that? We are your captives. What good can | get out of lying to you?”
Lu Jingyuan answered his question with a question.

The leader found it hard to refute her words, but his gut told him something was off
although he couldn’t quite put his finger on it.

After hanging up, Nan Chen turned toward the man seated across from him in Lu
Jingyuan’s villa in Livingsfill.

The man was in his forties, had a square face, imposing eyebrows, and healthy darker
skin. He held himself decorously, sitting upright. Just one look at him was sufficient for
one to tell that his dignified air was developed from a life spent working in the special
forces.

Despite his age, he was still handsome. He emanated an aura unique to his profession
in the special forces that made it clear he was not a man to be trifled with.

He was Lu Zhan, Lu Jingyuan’s elder brother, who had retired three years prior from the
military and was now employed in a department in the special forces.

Through his connections, Qiao Zhan had, with some difficulty, discovered how to get in
touch with Lu Zhan. Coincidentally, the latter was in Flower City on a business trip.

After Lu Zhan joined Nan Chen, they boarded an exclusive plane and flew to Livingsfill.

When Qiao Zhan was filling Lu Zhan in on the details of the incident, he was surprised
to discover that the latter was even more reticent than Nan Chen.

Lu Zhan practically did not say a word. Instead, his assistant was the one asking about
the situation.

Throughout the flight from Flower City to Livingsfill, Nan Chen spoke five sentences,
while Lu Zhan only spoke three.

Qiao Zhan would have assumed Lu Zhan was mute if the latter did not speak up when
they were about to arrive at Livingsfill.

Nan Chen fell silent as well when he saw how quiet Lu Zhan was, for he was never
talkative to begin with.

As aresult, Qiao Zhan and Lu Zhan'’s assistant were the only ones engaged in a
conversation. Lu Zhan’s assistant happened to share the same surname as Qiao Zhan.
His name was Qiao Yonglie, and he was just as strong as Qiao Zhan.




Lu Zhan had heard the entire conversation between Nan Chen and the leader of the
kidnappers, and he instructed his men to pinpoint the kidnappers’ location by tracking
down the phone signal with exclusive technology.

The technician gave them an “okay” gesture, indicating that the location had been
successfully ascertained thanks to the lengthy phone call.

Lu Zhan nodded gratefully at Nan Chen, who was sitting across from him, wordlessly
thanking the latter for his tacit cooperation with Lu Jingyuan.

Nan Chen nodded at him too, seemingly meaning to say, “You're welcome.”
The way these two stoic men communicate was an amusing sight to behold. All they did
was nod at each other without a word. It was like they were giving each other the cold

shoulder.

But in reality, that was not the case at all. To them, verbal exchange was unnecessary,
for they had already understood what the other was trying to express.

One of Lu Zhan’s men took the tablet that showed the kidnappers’ location and handed
it to Lu Zhan.

Lu Zhan stood up after a glance and uttered, “Let’s go.”

Nan Chen stood up as well, uncertain if he should follow him.

After all, this matter only arose because the kidnapper had confused Lu Jingyuan with
Ning Ran. In other words, Lu Jingyuan was dragged into the mess because of Ning
Ran.

As a result, Nan Chen felt obligated to take part in the rescue mission and lend a hand.

Lu Zhan turned around and glanced at Nan Chen.

At once, Nan Chen understood that Lu Zhan meant to tell him that he didn’t have to tag
along, for Lu Zhan could handle everything on his own.

Nan Chen then turned to look at Qiao Zhan. “We’ll pick Ning Ran up at the airport.”

He and Lu Zhan took the department’s exclusive plane. Ning Ran and the children, on
the other hand, were following closely behind on the Nan family’s private plane.

Under such circumstances, it would be more appropriate for the children to be left in
Flower City, but Erbao insisted on coming to see Lu Yunxue, her best friend.




Nan Chen knew that friendship between children should be taken seriously. Erbao’s
presence would be comforting for Lu Yunxue, who had just experienced trauma.

That was why Nan Chen agreed to bring the two children along. He decided to make
further arrangements after the kids met Lu Yunxue.

Erbao did not see her friend upon getting off the plane.
“Where’s Yunxue, Mommy? Has she not come yet?” Erbao asked anxiously.

“l told you, they ran into some trouble and are sorting it out. You’ll see her soon,” Ning
Ran said comfortingly.

“Were they kidnapped, Mommy?” Dabao asked bluntly.

Ning Ran froze. How does this child know everything?

“No. They just ran into some trouble. Don’t worry.” Ning Ran forced a smile.
“Yes, they were kidnapped,” Nan Chen asserted when he approached.

Ning Ran froze. How could he tell the kids such a scary truth? Won’t he feel bad for
frightening them?

“I've told you once before that we will encounter all sorts of danger, remember? Yunxue
is now kidnapped and is in danger, and this may one day happen to you as well. Do you
remember what | taught you to save yourself?” Nan Chen asked Dabao and Erbao,
ignoring Ning Ran’s warning gaze.

Dabao and Erbao nodded to indicate that they did remember.
Ning Ran was displeased. “Why did you have to say that? It'll frighten the children.”

Nan Chen picked Erbao up, let her sit on his shoulder, and walked toward the parked
car.

“The world is a cruel place. They are my children, and I’'m obligated to let them know
how scary the world is and how important it is to hold their ground when something bad
happens. That way, when something bad happens, they won’t break down. This is
crucial,” Nan Chen replied.

“But they’re still so young.”

“Lu Yunxue and Lu Yunbing are young too, yet they’re already facing a predicament.
Bad people will not show mercy just because they’re young. It's important to let them




know that there are evil people in the world so that they’ll know how to deal with the
situation when they come face to face with one.”

What Nan Chen said made sense, and Ning Ran could not find the words to refute him.
But it’s still too cruel to tell young children such things. Come to think of it, as Nan

Chen’s children, they are indeed exposed to various kinds of danger. Sometimes, even
I’'m not sure if it's a good thing to be part of the Nan family.
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when Qiao Zhan informed him that Lu Zhan’s assistant, Qiao Yonglie, had visited and
had something to say to him in person.

When Nan Chen stepped out, he saw the tall and muscular Qiao Yonglie standing in the
yard. Well, he does look similar to Qiao Zhan.

“Mr. Nan, Mr. Lu has asked me to inform you that Ms. Lu and her children have been
saved and are currently receiving psychological counseling. He also wishes to express
his gratitude to you for supporting us all this while,” Qiao Yonglie stated.

Nan Chen nodded to show that he understood.

Just then, Ning Ran rushed out. “Are they fine already?”

Qiao Yonglie did not answer her question as he had never seen her before.

At that, Qiao Zhan introduced, “This is Mr. Nan’s wife.”

Qiao Yonglie nodded. “They are fine now.”

“They’re not hurt, are they? How about the kids? Are they all right?”

“They’re not hurt. They’re just shocked by what happened. Mr. Lu is arranging for an
expert to provide them with psychological counseling. It’s best to give them some peace
for the time being,” Qiao Yonglie said.

“Then what about Ms. Lu...”

Ning Ran had wanted to continue probing, but Nan Chen glanced at her, signaling her
to stop talking.

It's nice enough that they send someone here to let us know that they’re safe already.
You talking non-stop right now isn’t the most appropriate way of reacting. You're friends




with Lu Jingyuan, but you aren’t with Lu Zhan. He might not like it since he probably
thinks we’re the ones who implicated his sister.

“All right, | got it. Let Ms. Lu know I'll meet her when she finishes settling her matters,”
Ning Ran said sheepishly.

“Sure.”
After accomplishing his task of conveying the message, Qiao Yonglie took his leave.

“Why didn’t you let me ask? I'm merely concerned about Lu Jingyuan.” Ning Ran glared
at Nan Chen unhappily.

“Didn’t he already make it clear? Lu Jingyuan has been saved and is currently receiving
psychological counseling.”

It was absolutely fair for such young children to undergo psychological counseling after
going through a huge shock. Otherwise, it would leave adverse effects and affect them
for their entire lives.

‘I understand that, of course. It’s just that—"
“Lu Jingyuan’s brother, Lu Zhan, is taking the lead for this matter now. From his
perspective, we’re the ones who dragged Lu Jingyuan into this mess. I'm afraid he’s

very upset about it. It's pointless that you ask so much.”

“Oh, by the way, what does Lu Zhan do for a living? How is he that capable that he can
save Lu Jingyuan so quickly?”

“‘He’s a member of the special department. His assistant doesn’t use titles when
greeting him, but | think he holds a high position. There’s no way he can take the private
jet of the special department if he doesn’t,” Nan Chen deduced.

“What special department?” Ning Ran’s curiosity was piqued.

“You don’t need to know about that. Curiosity kills the cat. Just focus on filming instead
of showing too much interest in Lu Jingyuan’s brother,” Nan Chen spat.

It was not hard to tell that Nan Chen was unhappy whenever Ning Ran showed too
much concern for other men.

“Fine, I'll stop asking. But how old is he? | wonder if he’s good-looking.”

Deep inside, Ning Ran believed that Lu Jingyuan'’s brother should be nowhere inferior
since Lu Jingyuan looked so beautiful.




It was beyond her imagination that her words would piss Nan Chen off. “Didn’t you say
you won’t ask anymore? Why are you still asking whether he’s good-looking or not?
What do you want?”

Standing by the side, Qiao Zhan could not help but chuckle after listening to their
conversation.

Nan Chen swept his piercing gaze toward Qiao Zhan, causing the latter to hold back his
laughter immediately. “Uh, I'll go and see if breakfast is ready. You guys can continue
with your chat.”

Ning Ran figured that her question was a bit sensitive even though she did not give it
too much thought earlier and had merely asked that question casually.

“Oh, | asked the wrong question again. Why would | care about his looks? Let’s go.
Time for breakfast.” Ning Ran giggled awkwardly.

“He’s not bad-looking,” Nan Chen answered nonetheless.
Ning Ran smiled but dared not say anything more.
“Honestly, way above average,” Nan Chen added.

Ning Ran did not understand what Nan Chen was trying to imply and hence did not give
any response.

In truth, Nan Chen did not mean anything more than what he said. He merely thought
that it was ungentlemanly of him to flare up when Ning Ran asked about Lu Zhan’s
matters.

He was also worried that Ning Ran would think he was insecure about himself, so he
decided it was wiser to admit that Lu Zhan was good-looking.

Besides, he was not lying. Lu Zhan was indeed a decent and nicely dressed, handsome
man.

During breakfast, Erbao kept trying to find out about Lu Yunxue’s situation.

Ning Ran tried to explain to Erbao that as much as Lu Yunxue and Lu Yunbing were
already safe, she could not meet them yet. However, the little girl could not wrap her
head around why she could not visit her friends when they had already escaped to
safety.

Surprisingly, Nan Chen was rather patient this time around. “Listen, Yunxue and
Yunbing would probably feel scared after going through a dangerous situation, right? If
you’re Yunxue, will you be scared?”




“Yes!” Erbao answered without hesitation.

“Exactly! Yunxue is scared too. If she doesn’t receive psychological counseling, she will
constantly be in fear. It's something that will haunt her for a long time. We can’t allow
that to happen to her, right?” Nan Chen cast Erbao a solemn look.

Erbao tilted her head to the side and mulled it over for some time before she bobbed
her head. “Yes.”

“That’s why she needs a counselor to help her. That way, she won't live in fear and will
be able to have fun with you when she recovers. Do you understand?”

Erbao seemed to have understood the situation. “So, the counselor is giving Yunxue
classes?”

“Not classes, but psychological intervention.” Dabao tried to correct her.

Afraid that Erbao would not understand, Nan Chen nodded and explained, “It's almost
like what you do in classes. After going for those sessions, Yunxue will get well and
recover from the shock. You can visit her when she’s feeling better.”

Erbao nodded. “Oh, | got it now. But when will she finish her classes?”

“Should be anytime soon. Perhaps tomorrow. You'll be able to visit her tomorrow.”

“Okay.” Erbao was finally satisfied.

The following night, Ning Ran had just finished filming and returned to the inn when Lu
Jingyuan called her asking to meet.

Ning Ran agreed to it readily and asked if they should bring the children along.

Lu Jingyuan expressed she wanted to meet Ning Ran alone. Of course, the latter
acknowledged the choice.

Later, Ning Ran arrived at the bar according to their agreement. After waiting a few
minutes, she spotted a police car driving toward her before pulling up in front of the
entrance. Inside, there was Lu Jingyuan and several other people, who seemed to be
protecting her safety.

In fact, Qiao Zhan had long arranged for his men to guard the venue, and thus it was
safe at that point.

From her appearance, Lu Jingyuan was in good shape. It seemed that the tribulation
she went through did not affect her in any way.




Like how Ning Ran knew her to be, Lu Jingyuan had always been a calm yet tough lady.

Ning Ran gave her a hug. “I'm sorry for implicating you. | shouldn’t have let you feed the
goldfish in place of Erbao. | shouldn’t have let you go do those stuff...”

“Don’t say that. What happened has already happened. There’s no use in talking about
that anymore. It isn’t your fault,” Lu Jingyuan gently comforted.

“But | feel so bad toward you. I'm sorry. I’'m so sorry...”

“I'm fine. Really.” Lu Jingyuan smiled. “But if you’re guilty, treat me to a glass of wine,
then.”
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“I guess I'll order whatever | want, then?” Lu Jingyuan laughed.

“Of course. Be my guest.”

Lu Jingyuan only ordered a bottle of fruit wine and several snacks for herself.
She raised her glass. “It feels good to see you when I'm alive.”

“You're right. It's because of me that you—"

“Let’s let bygones be bygones. There’s no point in blaming yourself for what happened.
Some things are just meant to be. We have no choice but to accept it.”

“All right, then. Cheers.” Ning Ran and Lu Jingyuan toasted one another.
“How are the children?”

“My brother brought them back to the capital. He said they needed to be treated
regularly because of their traumatic experience.”

“Won’t you be accompanying them?”
“I'll do so once I've settled matters here. | invited you out today to say goodbye.”
Ning Ran was taken aback. “You’re leaving?”

‘I wouldn’t have considered leaving if not for what happened. My brother said it’s too
dangerous here and that | shouldn’t stay any longer.”




Ning Ran sighed. “This place was merely a pit stop, which | planned to depart from after
the shooting concluded. Am | too selfish to feel disappointed that you'’re leaving before
me?”

“‘Don’t worry. We’ll meet again. I'll visit you in Flower City when I'm free, and you'’re
always welcome to look for me in the capital. Don’t forget to bring along your kids as
well. My children and yours are best friends, after all.” Lu Jingyuan chuckled.

Ning Ran returned the smile but felt at a loss.

Lu Jingyuan had been enjoying her time here and had never foreseen that such a
catastrophic event would force her to migrate. Ning Ran felt guilty for being the root
cause of her evacuation.

“Please be careful. Those men are extremely brutal. | never expected them to be
equipped with firearms. We were lucky to have been rescued.”

“Do you mind telling me what happened?”
“They were prepared to bring us across the border. Thankfully, my brother notified the
armed forces stationed in the area to snipe at them. They were shot down as they

stubbornly resisted.”

Ning Ran gasped in shock. “Every single one of them was shot down?”

“Yes. They were too ruthless. They took me hostage and shot volley after volley at my
brother. He had no choice but to finish them off. They were a bunch of seasoned
bandits, not just ordinary thieves. Besides, my brother lost someone from his side, so
they had to die.”

Ning Ran could imagine the bloodshed back then despite not being present.

She shivered at the thought of being kidnapped and couldn’t bear to imagine the
consequences of what might have happened to her.

“Who are these people? Does your brother have any idea what their motives are? |
know | was the one they’d originally planned to kidnap, but | can’t conceive a reason for
their actions.”

“I tried asking my brother about it, but he says that investigations are still underway. He
keeps such intel to himself most of the time and is rather taciturn, even more so than
Mr. Nan.”

“You must be kidding me.” Ning Ran was in disbelief.




“Not at all. He truly is much more reticent than Mr. Nan. All things aside, my brother’s
assistant urges you all to be more vigilant. Those bandits are part of a syndicate and
would most likely seek revenge with the number of casualties they’d suffered.”

“I'll take note of that and inform Nan Chen about it. Actually, | have something in mind
I'd like to share with you, but I'm afraid you’'d disagree with it.”

“Since our children are so close to one another and my kids are so fond of yours, I've
been wondering if you'd agree to be their godmother.” Ning Ran chuckled bashfully.

Lu Jingyuan was tickled as well.

“I know this may seem abrupt, but | thought it'd be great for the children to have closer
ties with one another,” Ning Ran said stiltedly.

“Not at all. As a mother, | would be more than glad to have another child | could call my
own. It'd be nice to have a son since | already have two daughters, though. What do
you think of Dabao becoming my godson? It's not that | value sons over daughters, but |
just thought it'd be comforting to know he’ll protect my two daughters when they grow
up.” Lu Jingyuan was elated.

“I have no issue with that. My only concern is that Erbao might be upset about it, as
she’s closest to Yunxue. She’d most definitely want you as her godmother.”

“Both of them can be my godchildren, then,” Lu Jingyuan said, to which Ning Ran
replied, “Are you sure that’s possible? Wouldn'’t there be a conflict of interest?”

“I'm not sure, but | don’t mind both of them referring to me as their godmother. All | hope
for is that my wish of having a godson can be fulfilled.”

“It's settled, then,” Ning Ran said gleefully.

“We’ll be family from now on! | can’t believe | got a son out of the blue. What luck!
Bottoms up!” Lu Jingyuan raised her glass.

“Cheers!”

“Why don’t we carry out a ceremony lest you renege on your promise?”

“‘How’s that even possible? My son is blessed to have such a pretty godmother.”
“Either way, I'd feel better if we had a ceremony where we go out for a meal together,

and Dabao addresses me as his godmother. By the way, have you discussed this with
Mr. Nan and gotten his agreement?” Lu Jingyuan asked.




“My son having a godmother is none of his business. Why in the world should | seek his
approval?”

“‘How could you say that? He’s the father of your children. It'll be awkward if he’s against
the idea.”

“That won’t happen. What reason does he have to disagree?”

“Mr. Nan is a bigshot. I’'m sure he wouldn’t allow any Tom, Dick, and Harry to become
his child’s godmother. You should at least speak to him about it. | won’t hold it against
you if he refuses even though it'll be a shame.”

“I'll tell my kids not to acknowledge him as their father if he dares disagree!”

Ning Ran had no filter in her words after taking several gulps of alcohol.

“You sure are domineering! | guess there’s no denying the fact that I've gotten myself a
godson now! I've got to inform my brother that | won’t be returning tomorrow. | want to
treat my godson to a meal and buy him a present. Dabao is currently in Livingsfill, isn’t
he?” Lu Jingyuan was filled with excitement.

“‘He is. He wanted to visit your daughters.”

“That’s great! What kind of present does he like?”

“That won’t be necessary. He already has everything he needs.”

“That simply won'’t do! I'll definitely get him something he likes. It can’t be something
cheap, too. So tell me, what exactly does he like?”

Ning Ran considered for a moment. “How about you transfer one million into my bank
account instead? I'll make the necessary arrangements.”

“Dream on! I'll be buying the gift myself, thank you very much!”
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of a presidential suite in the Regal Hilltop Hotel, Livingsfill.

She reached out to ring the doorbell a few times but pulled her hand back each time.
Eventually, she got on her knees and gently knocked on the door instead.

One of the hotel staff passing by was startled when he saw Ding Fei kneeling outside
the door. “Do you need help, Miss?”




Ding Fei shot him a fierce glare and said, “Get lost!”

Feeling upset that she had responded rudely to his act of kindness, the hotel staff
turned around and left immediately.

Even so, he couldn’t help but wonder why she was kneeling in front of the door. Is she
worshipping a deity inside the room? If that’s the case, why didn’t she do so inside the
room? Why would she kneel before going in?

Ding Fei knocked on the door again. Because she was kneeling, she could only reach
the lower half of the door. That made it sound like a dog asking its master to open the
door.

Her master opened the door and kicked her in the shoulder when he saw her kneeling
outside.

Despite being knocked on her bottom by the kick, Ding Fei kept quiet and continued
acting like a dog.

She then entered the room by crawling on all fours.
A man in a white suit was sitting on the couch in the middle of the room. He had a

handsome face and long hair that reached his shoulders. However, he looked really
skinny and was wearing surgical gloves.

With fingers that were as slender as a woman’s, he fiddled with a foldable scalpel in his
right hand.

Ruan Anxi was the boss of Secure Group in M Nation. Nicknamed “Doctor,” he was the
most feared individual in the criminal underworld of South East Aploth.

He originally studied medicine at university and graduated from one of the top ten
medical schools in the country. His major was in orthopedics, and he had published
countless dissertations in the world’s top medical journals.

Although his previous occupation as a doctor was what earned him his nickname, it had
been a long time since he last treated someone.

He had, however, killed many people over the years.
“I'm sorry, Doctor,” Ding Fei said, kneeling before him.

The look in Ruan Anxi’s eyes was as cold as ice. “Why are you apologizing?”




He spoke such fluent Chinese that he could’ve easily passed as a native speaker. With
his level of fluency, he could easily get a job as a news reporter or commentator in
China.

That was probably due to him having a Chinese mother who worked as a host for a
television show.

“I-I messed up...” Ding Fei trembled in fear.

Her gaze was fixated on the scalpel in Ruan Anxi’s hand the whole time.

Rumor has it that he can cut someone open and remove their organs with such
precision that the victim would remain alive for a really long time! Because of his skills
as a doctor, he prefers to use a scalpel over any other weapon.

Technically, he doesn’t kill people. He simply performs a surgical experiment on those
who have made mistakes. However, it is up to doctor to decide which body part he
decides to operate on, how he goes about doing so, and how long the victim suffers
before succumbing to the injury.

“What did you do wrong?” Ruan Anxi asked in a Livingsfill dialect all of a sudden.

As Ding Fei was not from Livingsfill, she didn’t understand what he said.

Even so, she didn’t dare ask him to repeat himself. All she could do was stare at him in
fear.

Ruan Anxi unfolded his scalpel and slowly leaned closer to Ding Fei.

Ding Fei wanted to back away in fear, but she was so scared of Ruan Anxi that she
didn’t dare move a muscle.

“‘Don’t be afraid. Just hold still.” Ruan Anxi held Ding Fei’'s forehead firmly with his left
hand. “Your eyebrows are a little long and messy. I'm going to trim them a little.” He
gently trimmed Ding Fei’'s eyebrows before nodding in satisfaction. “There, much
better.”

“I'm sorry, Doctor! | shouldn’t have mobilized your men behind your back! I'm really
sorry!” Ding Fei apologized in a trembling voice while knocking her head to the floor.

“You see, | don’t really mind you mobilizing my men. What | do mind, however, is the
fact that they have all lost their lives because of your foolishness! Those men have been
friends with me for many years!” Ruan Anxi shouted angrily.

Although he had raised his voice, it didn’t sound very powerful and resonant. Instead, it
sounded cold and sinister, just like the scalpel he was holding.




Ding Fei was so scared that she broke out in a cold sweat on the spot.

“I'm sorry, Doctor! | just wanted to get my revenge really badly! This was an accident! |
didn’t mean for things to turn out like this! Please forgive me! I'm begging you!” she
begged, keeping her head low.

“l only agreed to cooperate with you because you told me you had the means to launder
all of my money. Now, | understand you want to get revenge, but you shouldn’t have put
my men'’s lives at risk! | can’t believe | lost so many of them all in one go! Those men
have been through thick and thin with me for many years. We survived countless
dangerous situations just fine, and yet, you managed to get them all killed!”

Ruan Anxi got so angry that he kicked her again after saying that.

‘I do have a way to launder your money! There are plenty of channels we can use to do
that! You could invest in the film industry or the stock market. Sunshine Corporation has
lots of businesses, so you'll definitely be able to launder all of your money in one go.
I've been working really hard on making this possible. | hope you’ll give me one more
chance!”

“So, my men have lost their lives in vain, then?” Ruan Anxi asked coldly.
“Of course, we’ll help avenge them all. Qiao Zhan is the guy in charge of protecting Ning

Ran, so he’s probably the one who took the lives of your men. You can avenge them by
taking his life in return!” Ding Fei replied with a hint of hatred in her eyes.

“I will be sure to avenge each and every one of my men. As for you... | shall keep you
alive for now. Remember, your life is entirely under my control. | can take it anytime, so
you’d better behave yourself! If | lose another guy because of you, | will remove your
internal organs one by one and shove them down your throat!”

Ding Fei shuddered in fear. “l won’t act on my own again! Ning Ran is the main cause of
all this, so you have to remove her organs!”

Ruan Anxi is a heartless monster who derives pleasure from torturing those he hates
with the most sadistic methods possible. | need to direct all of his hatred toward Ning
Ran!

‘I don’t need you to tell me what to do! You should just worry about yourself! Tell me,
what’s your current progress?”

“The movie is currently in the filming stage. I'll make sure that my film gets aired before
Ning Ran’s. Their ticket sales are bound to plummet! I'll do my best to stall their filming
progress as much as possible!”




“Is your personal vendetta all that you care about? What about the task | assigned you,
huh?”

“O-0Of course I've been working on it as well! The money laundering process hasn’t
stopped, and | am slowly opening up all the channels. You'll be able to launder all of
your money through Sunshine Corporation in the future! By the time they realize you’re
laundering money, it'll be far too late! Please rest assured that | will always place your
interests above everything else! I'm your most loyal servant!”
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filled with all sorts of delicious food.

It was a great day for a celebration, after all.

Ning Ran cleared her throat and said, “Before we start, | would like to say a few words.
First of all, congratulations to Jingyuan on her safe return! This truly calls for a
celebration! Secondly, Jingyuan said she likes Dabao very much. Personally, | think
Dabao and Jingyuan share a unique bond with each other. After giving it some serious
thought and discussing it with everyone, | have decided to have Dabao accept Jingyuan
as his godmother! Put your hands together, everyone!”

She started clapping after saying that, forcing Dabao and Erbao to clap along with her.

Nan Chen couldn’t help but frown at how irresponsible Ning Ran was. While he did
know about her considering that decision, she did not discuss it with them at all.

Ning Ran had simply rushed back and declared her decision to make Lu Jingyuan
Dabao’s godmother.

Nan Chen had asked her to reconsider her decision, as they knew little about the Lu
family.

Ning Ran shot him a fierce glare in response and said, “I'm the one who gave birth to
Dabao, so | get to make this decision! | like Lu Jingyuan, and | want her to be Dabao’s
godmother! If you don’t agree with my decision, then feel free to cut ties with Dabao!”

She made that decision all on her own! She didn’t discuss it with anyone! Does she
think she can represent all of us now?

“This is a joyous occasion, Mr. Nan. Why aren’t you clapping?”

Nan Chen was snapped out of his train of thought when he heard her calling




Although unhappy with Ning Ran’s decision, he had to put on an act to avoid
embarrassing Lu Jingyuan.

Nan Chen clapped his hands lightly and nodded politely.

“All right! Now, let us have Dabao raise a toast to his godmother! We will all be a family
from here on!” Ning Ran said excitedly.

Dabao walked up to Lu Jingyuan with a glass of wine. “Here you go, Godmother! Please
have some tea! | mean, please have some wine!”

Nan Chen couldn’t help but find Ning Ran’s shenanigans amusing.

Usually, juniors would offer their elders a cup of tea to show respect. The elders would
take a sip of the tea as a form of acknowledgment and acceptance. Raising a toast,
however, is a completely different story. The person raising the toast should empty their
glass immediately after! | feel that Lu Jingyuan is the one being pressured to drink here.
Ning Ran is breaking all the rules, but... Oh, well... As long as she’s happy, | guess.

Lu Jingyuan, too, found it rather odd. However, she didn’t mind it at all as she had just
gotten a genius godson. In fact, she would happily down ten glasses of wine in one go if
she had to.

“All right. I'll accept your toast,” Lu Jingyuan replied with a smile as she took the glass
and downed the wine.

‘I want to raise a toast too!” Erbao couldn’t stand being ignored any longer.

Not only had they left her out with the whole godmother thing, but they also didn’t ask
her to raise a toast.

“All right. You can do it too,” Ning Ran said. | knew my baby girl would want to join in on
the fun!

With a smile on her face, Erbao grabbed a glass of wine and handed it to Lu Jingyuan
the same way Dabao did. “Here you go, Godmother! Please have some tea! | mean,
please have some wine!”

Dabao had corrected himself after realizing his mistake, but Erbao didn’t know that. She
assumed it was part of the ceremony and followed suit.

“Thank you very much.” Lu Jingyuan took the glass and chugged it down as well.

Still feeling as though something was missing, Lu Jingyuan poured herself another
glass of wine after that. “I'm so happy that | finally have a son now!”




Despite her usual reserved and modest personality, Lu Jingyuan was actually a very
sentimental woman. When in the right mood, she could easily drink like a fish.

“You should eat something, Godmother. Drinking on an empty stomach is bad for your
gut,” Dabao reminded her.

Erbao was quick to add, “You can have some of this, Godmother. It's delicious!”

As a child, Erbao craved attention and felt a little anxious when she saw Dabao getting
a godmother.

“Thank you, Erbao. Ah, | forgot that | had prepared gifts!”
Lu Jingyuan leaped to her feet and retrieved the gifts she had prepared from the car.

She got Erbao six sets of clothes from the most luxurious kids wear brands in the world
and two sets of clothes and a very slim laptop for Dabao.

“This is a military-grade laptop. It has lots of functions that common laptops don’t. While
others may not find these unnecessary, I’'m sure my godson will be able to put them to
good use!” Lu Jingyuan said.

Dabao, who was usually calm and composed, exclaimed excitedly, “Whoa! This is
amazing! | like it very much, Godmother!”

“I like it too! Why don’t | get a laptop?” Erbao asked.

Ning Ran rolled her eyes at Erbao. “You don’t even know how to use a computer, so
what would you want one for?”

Lu Jingyuan didn’t know what to say in response.

| got this laptop through Lu Zhan. Because it's a military-grade laptop, it was really hard
to get even a single unit. There was simply no way for me to get my hands on two units.
Besides, it’s like Ning Ran said. Erbao doesn’t know how to use a computer, so there’s
no point in giving her one anyway. Who would’ve thought she’d want everything her
brother had?

After giving it some thought, Lu Jingyuan said, “I'm sorry, Erbao. There was only one
laptop available at the time. I'll try my best to get you another one if you really want it.”

Fortunately, Erbao was quick to realize that she shouldn’t have said that.

“I was just kidding, Godmother! | don’t need a laptop! | just want you to take me to
Disneyland and treat me to lots of snacks!”




“That’s no problem at all! I'll also try to get another gift for you, okay?” Lu Jingyuan said.
“Okay!” Erbao replied with a smile.

“You mustn’t spoil her like that, Jingyuan. You give her an inch and she’ll take a mile!”
Ning Ran said.

“Oh, but | want to! I’'m happy with anything as long as she’s happy. Besides, it’s your job
as her biological mother to discipline her. As a godmother, my job is simply to spoil her
as much as | can! Now, allow me to thank you both for providing me with two new family
members! I'm really glad that | came to Livingsfill! Here’s a toast!”

Lu Jingyuan had been living with her two daughters all year long. Her relatives and
friends rarely visited her, so she felt rather lonely at times.

She was really happy to get a new friend like Ning Ran and two amazing godchildren.
She teared up with joy as she raised her glass and chugged her drink in one go.

Nan Chen and Ning Ran exchanged glances and downed their drinks as well.

Lu Jingyuan poured herself another glass of wine and said, “This toast is for Mr. Nan! |
know that the Nan family is incredibly powerful. Thank you for accepting me as the

godmother of these lovely children, Mr. Nan!”

Seeing as Lu Jingyuan had downed her drink, Nan Chen had no choice but to follow
suit.
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My Wife Is a Superstar Chapter 768-Thanks to Lu Jingyuan’s aggressive drinking, it
wasn’t long before she got really drunk.

Ning Ran was a little buzzed, but she still remained conscious.
The two drunk and beautiful women sat down in the yard and chatted away.

Alcohol is fair to everyone regardless of their status and appearance. It will get anyone
drunk as long as they consume it.

The only difference is in the amount it will take for each individual to get drunk.
Due to the ability of alcohol to reduce the functions of the behavioral inhibitory centers in

the brain, those who get drunk will often do what they usually won'’t. For example, a
person who is usually too shy to speak will become a chatterbox.




Not wanting the kids to witness them in their drunken stupor, Nan Chen had the kids
play in the study room instead.

Lu Jingyuan looked incredibly hot with a slight blush on her cheeks and a dazed look in
her eyes.

“You're such a beauty, Jingyuan! You're the most beautiful woman in the world!” Ning
Ran exclaimed.

“You’re beautiful too! You're the most beautiful woman in the universe!” Lu Jingyuan
replied with a chuckle.

“Why are we complimenting each other? People are going to laugh at us if they hear
what we’re saying! Let’s talk about something else.”

Lu Jingyuan burst out laughing. “Hahaha! It’s true, though! You really are a beauty!”
Given how infectious her laughter was, Ning Ran found herself laughing along with her.

The bodyguards exchanged awkward glances when they heard the two women
laughing their hearts out.

None of them dared say a word about it.

“‘By the way, you haven'’t told me how you got pregnant with Mr. Nan’s kids. | remember
you saying something about it being unintentional. How did it happen?” Lu Jingyuan
asked.

Ning Ran waved at her. “Let’s not talk about that. It's not exactly something fun, and I'll
end up crying if | bring it up.”

Lu Jingyuan grabbed her hand and said, “Oh, come on! We're best friends, aren’t we?
You can tell me about it!”

The bodyguards who were stationed nearby pricked their ears when they heard that.
How Madam got pregnant with Mr. Nan’s kids? This is some top-tier gossip material
right here!

As Ning Ran was still alert, she noticed the bodyguards listening in and glared at them.
“Hey! Are you guys eavesdropping?”

Despite being extremely curious, the bodyguards had no choice but to distance
themselves from her to give her some privacy.

“It really was unintentional. No, | think | have told you about this,” Ning Ran said.




Lu Jingyuan was so drunk that she could barely think straight at that point. “Did you? |
don’t remember, though.”

Ning Ran wasn’t entirely sure if she had told Lu Jingyuan about it either. Given how
close the two of them were, Ning Ran figured she must have told her at some point.

“Yes, | did. | have a sister from another mother. Wait, no, | found out later on that we
don’t even share the same father!”

“You mean like a blood sister?” Lu Jingyuan got even more confused.

As it would be too much of a hassle to explain, Ning Ran said, “I thought we were
related by blood, but | found out later on that we weren’t. That’s all I'm trying to say.”

“Ah, | see... Like the two of us, then?”

“No, we’re different. There is only hatred between me and her. You couldn’t even call us
friends!”

“Why would you say that? What happened between you two?” Lu Jingyuan asked in
confusion.

“She wanted to star in a film, so she bribed the director by sleeping with him. However,
she forced me to do so in her stead. My mom desperately needed money for her
treatment at the time, so | agreed to the arrangement in order to afford my mom’s

Ning Ran was halfway through her explanation when Lu Jingyuan angrily threw her
glass on the floor.

That sudden outburst shocked Ning Ran so much that she didn’t know how to respond.
“That’s horrible! Where is she? | want to go see her right now!” Lu Jingyuan shouted.
“Why would you want to go see her?”

‘I want to beat her up!”

That was when Ning Ran recalled something. “Oh, that’s right. | remember you can
fight. But why were you so easily subdued by the kidnappers?”

“The kids were right next to me. | was afraid that the kidnappers would hurt them, so |
didn’t dare fight back. Otherwise, | would’ve wiped the floor with them!”

Being intoxicated gave Lu Jingyuan quite a huge boost in confidence.




“Oh... Well, you don’t need to go look for her anymore. | doubt she’s even alive.”
“What? What happened? Were you the one who took her life?”

“‘Hey! You'd better watch what you're saying before you get me in trouble! | would never
do something like that! In fact, | don’'t even know what happened to her!”

Lu Jingyuan frowned in confusion. “How do you know she’s not alive, then?”

“You're right. It's possible that she’s still alive. Look, all | know is that she disappeared
into a dense jungle. | don’t know for sure if she’s still alive today. That place is an
uninhabited area, so her chances of survival are incredibly slim.”

“An uninhabited area? You guys went to an uninhabited area too? So have I! The one |
went to was located in a desert!”

Lu Jingyuan is an adventurous traveler. The uninhabited area she explored is nothing
like the one I've been to.

“All I know is that she went missing in an uninhabited area. | don’t know if she’s still
alive today, but that’s all in the past now.”

“Wait a minute, weren’t we talking about your kids? How did we end up discussing your
sister? No, she’s not even your sister! She’s a bad person!”

“Yeah! She’s a bad person! Basically, she had me go sleep with that director in her
stead. However, the person in the room turned out to be Nan Chen. | realized | was
pregnant afterward. My dad wanted me to get rid of the babies, but | couldn’t bring
myself to do it, so | gave birth to them. Eventually, we somehow found out about each
other and got together. This part is really complicated. I'll tell you about it some other
time,” Ning Ran said casually.

“My goodness! | didn’t know Mr. Nan used to be such a sleazy director! I'll go teach him
a lesson!” Lu Jingyuan leaped to her feet and started yelling at the top of her voice,
“Hey, Mr. Nan! Get over here!”

Ning Ran wanted to stop her, but it was too late.

“You really are drunk! It had nothing to do with Nan Chen. Don’t go confronting him.”

“I'm trying to avenge you here! | can’t believe he’s the kind of guy who would ask others
for sexual favors! He needs to be taught a lesson! Hey, Mr. Nan! Come—"

“What is it this time?” Nan Chen came running out of the study room when he heard the
shouting.




“‘How dare you take advantage of my friend?” Lu Jingyuan fumed.
Nan Chen stared blankly at her in confusion.
What is she going on about? Honestly, women sure are scary when they’re drunk!

“It's nothing! She just had a little too much to drink. I'll take care of this. You can get
back to whatever you were doing,” Ning Ran said in an attempt to defuse the situation.

“You’re not going anywhere until ’'m done with you! How could you take advantage of
Ning Ran like that? | can’t believe you’d demand sexual favors, you shameless pervert!”
Lu Jingyuan yelled.

Nan Chen shot Ning Ran a vicious glare and asked, “What exactly did you tell her? Why
is she yelling at me like this?”

“This is all just a misunderstanding! Don'’t take it seriously! I'll explain everything to her
later. You can just head on inside!” Ning Ran said while pushing Nan Chen back into
the house.

“Hey! You’re not going anywhere!” Lu Jingyuan ran after them.
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reaction amusing.

He knew that she was drunk, but he was curious as to what Ning Ran had said to get
her all riled up.

Even so, he chose not to hold it against her and went back into the study room, which
he had transformed into a makeshift workspace.

Noticing that Lu Jingyuan was still trying to go after him, Ning Ran grabbed her by the
arm and said, “That’s enough, Jingyuan! He didn’t take advantage of me or anything!
He wasn’t the director! This is all a misunderstanding!”

“‘Huh? What do you mean? Didn’t you say you were going to sleep with a director?” Lu
Jingyuan asked in confusion.

“Yes, | was supposed to sleep with a director, but Nan Chen isn’t the director. He
somehow ended up in that room, and | got pregnant with his kids. That's what
happened.”

The effects of Lu Jingyuan’s intoxication were really starting to kick in and confuse her
even further.




‘I don’t understand this! | don’t understand a word you’re saying!” she exclaimed while
shaking her head.

“You don’t need to know that much about this. Now come sit down while | pour you a
glass of water,” Ning Ran replied softly while helping her toward her chair.

Lu Jingyuan had calmed down a lot by the time Ning Ran handed her a glass of water.

“I'm sorry. Did | overreact and embarrass myself in front of Mr. Nan?” Lu Jingyuan
asked.

“It's fine. He knows not to take it to heart. Besides, you meant well. Oh, by the way, how
about your kids? How did you get pregnant with them?”

Noticing how drunk Lu Jingyuan had gotten, Ning Ran decided to ask her some
personal questions as well.

Despite how confused Lu Jingyuan was a moment ago, her head became clear when
she talked about herself.

“Oh, my kids? I'll tell you about them some other time!”
Ning Ran got a little angry when she heard that.

What? Has she been pretending to be drunk this whole time? Why would she ask so
much about my past but refuse to talk about her own?

“Why would that have to wait? We’re having a great chat right now, aren’t we? Come
on, tell me!” Ning Ran insisted after taking a sip of her water.

“Why are you so nosy? Those are my private affairs,” Lu Jingyuan said with a chuckle.
“‘Really? You’re going to say that after asking me about my past?”

‘I don’t know who their father is. We met each other in the dark too.” Lu Jingyuan looked
up at the sky. “Maybe he’s one of the stars in the sky.”

Ning Ran waved at her. “Oh, come on! Don’t tell me you had sex with an alien?”
Lu Jingyuan burst out laughing when she heard that.

It had been a long time since she had felt this happy.

“Who knows? Maybe Yunxue and Yunbing are aliens,” Lu Jingyuan said casually.

That was when Ning Ran realized something.




Lu Jingyuan may be drunk, but she always sobers up whenever | ask about her private
affairs. Looks like | won'’t be getting any information out of her...

“Fine. | won’t ask you about them, then. Would you like some fruits?” Ning Ran asked.

Lu Jingyuan shook her head. “No. | need to head back now. | will be returning to the
capital tomorrow. We’'ll continue our chat some other day.”

She staggered a little as she got to her feet and started walking out of there.

“Hey, wait up! I'll send you back!” Ning Ran shouted as she ran after her.

It was already half past ten by the time Ning Ran returned.

Nan Chen played the role of a babysitter by bathing his kids and tucking them in. He
was going through some emails when Ning Ran came in.

“‘Have you sobered up yet?” he asked, glancing at her through the corner of his eye.

“What are you talking about? | wasn’t drunk at all! Lu Jingyuan was the one who had too
much to drink, not me!”

“What did you tell her? Why was she so worked up? Are you two teaming up against me
now?”

“Oh, please! You’re Sir Chen! We would never dare go against you! What happened
tonight was just a misunderstanding. She asked about my past, so | gave her a brief
summary of it. | tried to ask her about the father of her kids, but she refused to say a
word. She’s a really cunning one!”

“Why does it matter who the father is?” Nan Chen asked.

“Because I'm curious! | wanted to know how a pretty woman like her ended up raising
her kids all by herself! | told her about Luo Fei, and she thought you were that director.
That’s why she wanted to confront you earlier. As | said, this is all just a
misunderstanding.”

Nan Chen nodded. He didn’t actually take her words to heart, as he knew it was just the
booze doing the talking.

“You shouldn’t be too nosy. Curiosity kills the cat.”

“Well, | am nosy and curious! Oh, this reminds me, the kidnappers who abducted her
and the kids have all been put down!”

“You've told me that,” Nan Chen replied with an impatient expression.




“Oh, really? Never mind, then.”

Nan Chen shut down his laptop and motioned to Ning Ran to take a seat. “| wanted to
talk to you about this.”

Ning Ran quickly sat down when she saw the solemn look on his face. “Go on. I'm
listening.”

“Those men were from an organization. In other words, there are plenty more of them
who will probably come after us for revenge. You must be extra careful. | think you
should head back to Flower City and lie low for a while. The filming can wait.”

“What? But we’re almost done filming here! | can’t delay it any longer!”

“But your safety comes first. Those men are bound to try to avenge their fallen, and we
don’t know what they’re capable of. They’re a vicious bunch. | doubt they’ll let you off
easy.”

Nan Chen’s explanation made perfect sense.

Ning Ran understood what he was trying to say, but she didn’t want to delay the filming
process because of this either.

The production team had paused their work countless times in the past because of her.
She couldn’t bring herself to cause them any more trouble.

She knew the director wouldn’t dare say no to Nan Chen because he was the boss, but
she felt bad for making things difficult for them.

Given the fact that there were hundreds of people on the production team, postponing
the filming process even by a day would cause them to suffer huge losses.

“If they’re that determined to get their revenge, then they’ll definitely follow us all the
way to Flower City. We'll still have to face them anyway. Besides, I'll be filming quite a
lot in the future. You don’t expect me to go into hiding every time there’s danger, do
you? | believe we should just stand our ground and face what comes our way. There’s
no such thing as a risk-free environment.”

Nan Chen fell silent for a while before asking, “By the way, who do you think wanted to
kidnap you?”

“Most likely Ding Fei. | bet she’s at it again.”
“‘Don’t you feel that her methods are very similar to a certain someone’s?”

“| do. But how could it be her?”
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asked, “You think she looks familiar, too?”

‘| thought her eyes looked familiar the first time | saw her, but it wasn’t familiar in terms
of appearance. I'm talking about the hatred and malice in her eyes. There aren’t many
people who hate me that much, not even Ouyang Qing. She looks at me with jealousy,
not hatred. However, it's impossible as she has died in that forest. How about you?
When did you start suspecting her? Which part of her do you find familiar?” asked Ning
Ran.

Initially, Nan Chen wanted to say it was her scent.

As his sense of smell was more acute compared to the average person, someone’s
scent was usually the first trait he perceived.

| felt her scent was familiar the first time | saw her, but that was it. | don’t have a deep
impression of it, so | can’t identify why it was familiar.

One would only remember details of people who were important to them, but as that
woman was unimportant to Nan Chen, he didn’t have any special memories regarding
her scent.

Hence, all he could think of was that she smelled familiar, and that was until someone
infiltrated the Ning residence when he and Ning Ran visited the place that day.

The person was a woman whose scent smelled familiar, and that was when the scent
reminded Nan Chen of someone.

However, he couldn’t possibly tell Ning Ran that he thought the person’s scent was
familiar, for she would be displeased.

Therefore, he could only come up with another reason and replied, “Her figure, tone of
voice, and name.”

‘Name?”

“Yes. Ding Mi was once your stage name, and she also used Ding as her surname. |
suspect that when she was coming up with a fake name, she subconsciously mimicked
you, so her fake surname is also Ding. Secondly, her name is Fei too.”

“So, Ding Fei is Luo Fei.”

Nan Chen nodded. “But we don’t have evidence to prove she’s Luo Fei yet.”




‘I don’t think we need evidence. She’s definitely Luo Fei. No one else other than her
hates me that much. How can a random stranger hate me that much? No one can love
or hate another person for no reason. There’s a reason for everything.”

“So Luo Fei changed her appearance. That’s not hard with how advanced plastic
surgery is now. But it's unimaginable that she managed to survive the dense forest,”
Nan Chen commented.

Suddenly, Ning Ran recalled something, and her face fell. “You said you recognized
Luo Fei due to her figure? You’re familiar with her figure? Oh, that makes sense
because she used to be your girlfriend. Of course, you’re familiar with her body!”

Nan Chen didn’t want to mention her scent because he knew Ning Ran would get mad,
but he didn’t expect his casual remark regarding her figure would get him in trouble too.

“Her figure is not the same as her body. I'm talking about her behavior and the way she
carries herself. Although her face is completely different from before, she can’t change
her demeanor because it's a habit that’s formed over time. Moreover, her face looks
stiff. It's obvious that she has undergone plastic surgery. That is also one of the reasons
| suspect her.”

Eager to explain himself, Nan Chen rambled on, but he realized his words didn’t sound
convincing.

“That means you’re very familiar with her habits. Right, you two used to live together
every day. Of course, you're familiar.”

“Can you stop being unreasonable? We didn’t live together every day. Heck, we didn’t
even live together for one day,” clarified Nan Chen in a panic.

“She’s your girlfriend. How could you have never lived with her?” Ning Ran raised her
voice.

“She’s only my girlfriend in name. | thought she was you, so | gave her more resources,
but I never lived with her.”

“‘Really?” Ning Ran demanded, her arms akimbo.
“Yes!” Nan Chen declared firmly.

Only after replying, he sensed something was wrong.

Who is she to interrogate me? Weren’t we talking about something else? How did we
end up on this topic?

“Hey! Watch your tone!” Nan Chen snapped.




“What’'s wrong with my tone? Where were we?”

Nan Chen was livid. “You’re being unreasonable. We were talking about Ding Fei, and
then you went off on a tangent!”

“Oh, then let’s return to the topic at hand. That means Luo Fei didn’t die. Instead, she
did plastic surgery and turned into someone else. Then, she returned with a large
amount of capital, planning to destroy me for revenge. But where did she get all that
money? She even filmed movies and financially supported Ouyang Li. How did she earn
so much money this fast? | thought it was hard to earn money. How did she do it?”

Nan Chen shook his head. “Wealth takes time to accumulate. It's impossible for her to
get so much money in such a short time. The person supporting her gave her the
money.”

“Then who’s backing her? Who is rich enough to do that?”
“‘Ruan Anxi.”
“‘Who’s Ruan Anxi?” Ning Ran asked in confusion.

“He’s a famous but highly mysterious person from South East Aploth. | heard he’s the
illegitimate son of someone from a royal family who graduated from a notable university.
However, he has been meddling in shady business for a long time and has made a
name for himself. He's known to be ruthless, and his connections spread all across the
underworld of various countries in South East Aploth. Last year, multiple countries from
South East Aploth joined hands to crack down on his businesses, and he vanished
afterward. | heard all this from Qiao Zhan. I’'m not very familiar with him as he dabbles in
shady businesses, and | only do legal ones. After all, we hold different beliefs, so we
take different paths,” Nan Chen explained.

“Then, how do you know he’s the one backing Ding Fei?”

“That kidnapper who kidnapped Lu Jingyuan last time gave me a bank account. | asked
someone to investigate it and found that someone from M Nation had opened the
account. Then, Qiao Zhan looked into it and discovered that the owner was one of Ruan
Anxi’s high-ranking subordinates. That explains why Ding Fei has so much money to
support Ouyang Li, for Ruan Anxi needed a channel to launder money,” Nan Chen
replied with a worried look.

“That means Ding Fei has found someone powerful and vicious to help her, or | should
say, Ruan Anxi is using Ding Fei to create a new channel for money laundering.”

“Now that he lost so many of his men, he will not let things slide just like that. Qiao Zhan
said he is merciless, so he will definitely exact revenge. We must be careful.”




“Why is Luo Fei always around? She’s harmed me countless times, and now she even
found someone dangerous to deal with us. | wonder if Qiao Zhan can get in touch with
Ruan Anxi. | want to meet him!”

“Why do you want to meet him?” Nan Chen asked in shock.

‘I want to explain to him that Ding Fei was the cause of his men’s death. It has nothing
to do with us.”

Nan Chen shot her a look before replying, “How can you be so naive? Someone like
him can’t be reasoned with.”




