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Gilbert had already lost his bearings at that point.

Only then did he realize why everyone looked at him so strangely.
The stares he received, and the students’ expression, had been of sympathy.
Gilbert had formed 300 pill runes, and obviously so.

He remembered how excited he had been after he completed the vice-treasurer’s
task.

All that excitement was only met with disappointment like a bucket of cold water
thrown over him.

Advertisement

Gilbert trembled slightly. “I refuse to believe it!l didn't even see it! It's all
fake-everything is fake! How could Jackie from three hundred pill runes? He's
never even looked at the Way of the Pill.

This is all an illusion, and you're all lying to me!” roared Gilbert.

His hands flailed around him as he clawed at his surroundings while he shouted. It
was

like he truly believed it was an illusion, and he was trying to struggle out of it.
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He refused to believe it was all real nor was he willing to.

He had clearly proven with his skill that he was the one most qualified to be a
student at the Middle Province

Alchemist Alliance..
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Jackie stole that from him!

The vice-treasurer frowned. Gilbert's reaction had both been expected and
unexpected.

After all, Jackie’s results had shocked even himself. If he had not witnessed it
personally, he would not have believed it either.

However, Gilbert’'s behavior was a little too erratic.

The vice-treasurer took a deep breath as he sternly added, “There are things that
happen even if you refuse to believe it. There are many talentS in Heavenly Pills.
You might have a lot of potential, but you're not the strongest.”

Gilbert's face paled as he shook his head with vigor.
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“This isn’t real! If his results were better than mine, then why don’t | see a single
rune around?”

The vice-treasurer frowned at this. “Jackie formed his three hundred runes much
earlier before this, and we've all seen what he did.

Pill runes aren’t something that lingers.

“Jackie was waiting for you and Andrew, and he’s not in the spring solidifying
realm yet. There’s no way for him to constantly use his true energy, which was
why he dispersed it before you even finished.”

Gilbert's expression contorted even more at this, his expression becoming
deranged.

He turned up to look at Andrew as he shouted even louder, “Do you believe that?!
Andrew had an ugly, bitter expression on his face.”

Even as Gilbert spiraled into insanity fueled by disbelieF, his eyes never left
Jackie.

He stared at Jackie sharply, keenly, as if he could stare right into Jackie's soul.

After hearing Gilbert’'s words, he reacted.



Andrew’s lips trembled as he said, “l haven’t seen it for myself, so | can’t believe
it, either. If Jackie can Form the pill runes in front of us again, we'll accept our
defeat willingly.”

Andrew was not willing to admit defeat.
He would not be so unwilling if the winner had been Gilbert.
After all, Andrew knew that Gilbert had a leg up as compared to himself.

As expected, Gilbert had managed to Condense the runes even faster than he did,
but he never would have expected a sudden dark horse to appear in their
competition.

Jackie had robbed them of the nomination so blatantly.
Further more, the guy seemed better than them both.

According to what the vice-treasurer said, Jackie's pill runes were far better than
theirs in both speed and quality.
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Gilbert and Andrew had no chance of outdoing Jackie, which aggravated Andrew
into utter defiance.

He took a deep breath as he turned around. He looked right at Jackie’s eyes, his
gaze piercing right at the man.

Jackie raised an eyebrow as he coldly looked at Andrew and Gilbert.
Gilbert pointed at him and said through gritted teeth, “Form them again!
Otherwise, | won't believe you!”

It was obvious how heavy and complicated Gilbert's feelings were at that
moment, but Jackie merely laughed as he then stared at Gilbert condescendingly,
coldly.
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“Who do you think you are? Must | do it just because you asked me to?

“Why do | care if you believe it or not? The vice-treasurer saw what | did. Why do |
care what the two of you saw?!”

Those words slammed Gilbert like meteors from the sky, and Gilbert's expression
became darker by the minute.

He felt like he would never defeat Jackie when it came to a duel of words.
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Jackie-even down to his response-was right.

“I don’t care! If you don’t prove yourself to me, | won’t accept your result. The
nomination is still mine!” Gilbert had already gone mad from anger at that point.

If he did not see Jackie form another 300 runes again, he refused to believe all of
that was real in the first place.

Jackie was just a student that had just entered Heavenly Pills.
He was the eleventh disciple who was at the bottom.

Gilbert always thought that Jackie was Far inferior to him in every way other than
combat.

So, even if Jackie beat him to death, he would not admit defeat!

Jackie coldly looked at Gilbert, not wanting to bother talking. He looked up at
the vice-treasurer, whose lips were twitching helplessly.

Jackie was so powerful and talented, so Jackie naturally had his own pride.
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Gilbert asking Jackie to condense pill runes again was a blow to his dignity, and
Jackie would absolutely not agree.



Thinking about that, the vice-treasurer waved his hand. “Alright! | wasn’t the only
one who saw the three hundred runes earlier. The other students around me
witnessed it as well, so there’s no need for Further proof.

“I can understand why you're in disbelief. After all, you both had always thought
that you were the only ones who had learned the Way of the Pill other than the
eldest disciple.

Yet, reality has shown that there’s always a mountain higher. Jackie has also
learned the Way of the Pill before. His Way of the Pill had been taught by his
master.”

After that, the vice-treasurer sucked in a deep breath and explained what Jackie
had said earlier in a simple manner. Gilbert and Andrew looked like they had just
eaten a mouthful of poop.

The two of them still could not believe it. It was far too absurd!

Jackie chuckled, his laughter sounding carefree when he did. “Vice-treasurer,
when will we be able to head to the Rosefinch branch of the Middle Province
Alchemist Alliance?

It was pointless and troublesome to stay in Heavenly Pills. He had already broken
Gilbert and Andrew mentally, and they would definitely cause trouble if he gave
them a chance.
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They were still in Heavenly Pills, after all. Even if Jackie was irked, he could not
kill Gilbert and Andrew. Thus, he should leave the place as soon as possible. It
would save him a lot of trouble.

Once he made a name for himself and had nothing else to do, he would find these
two once more, proving to them then that he was never a character to be
thought of lightly.

As if he could see why Jackie wanted to leave quickly, the vice-treasurer
hurriedly nodded. “We can leave in four hours. This has always been an urgent
matter, anyway."”

Hearing the vice-treasurer’s words, Jackie offered an honest smile. It was best if
he left as soon as he could; he did not want to stay for another second.

Jackie wanted to tell the vice-treasurer that he did not need to tidy up anything
and could leave immediately.

The pill aura room’s door was suddenly knocked, and the vice-treasurer frowned.
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“Enter!”

It was the ninth student who entered. When Jackie saw his face, he raised an
eyebrow. He could still clearly remember how the ninth student had stood
behind the vice-treasurer the whole time earlier.

When he came to look at Jackie’s pill runes, the vice-treasurer had sent the ninth
student on his way, and the student finally returned at that point to the
vice-treasurer’s side, albeit with an anxious expression.

He quickly glanced at everyone present before he whispered into the
vice-treasurer'’s ear, mumbling a few words that somehow earned a raised
eyebrow and a smile from the vice-treasurer.
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He looked up at Gilbert and Andrew. “Well, this is good. The two of you don’t
have to be so angered anymore. This time, I'm allowed to bring all three of you.
Don’t embarrass me there,”

The moment he said that, a smile appeared on Gilbert and Andrew’s faces,
However, what happened earlier had still left a big impact on them. Their grins
did not last that long before they regained their Composure.

The vice-treasurer was not that happy, in truth, after hearing the ninth student’s
report. Instead, he seemed to have a look of worry on his face, It was as if he was
considering something

Jackie frowned. It looked like bringing all three of them was not that good a
piece of news to the vice-treasurer. It might end up being a hostile place

Thinking about that, Jackie sighed. It seemed like he would never have an easy
path.

They ended up on a massive, luxurious floating vessel. It was Floating in the
southem part of the Rosefinch City's skies, and it was as big as 20 football Fields.

Normally, such a big vessel would have covered the skies, yet the vessel seemed
to be made of a special material that did not cover the sunlight at all despite it
being in the air.



The light would be reflected by the spiritual vessel when it hit, much like a
distorted mirror. It reflected all the light that should have hit the earth.

At that moment, the vessel was incredibly bustling. At least 70 people were
standing on the deck. The long deck was like a miniature plaza, and even a few
hundred people could fit inside without a problem, let alone 70 or 80.
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Jackie and the others followed closely behind the vice-treasurer. They arrived on
top of the deck, and the vice-treasurer gave them a briefing. It was then did
Jackie find out that the Middle Province Alchemist Alliance’s branch was on the
vessel.

It was probably because there were too many people, or that the vice-treasurer
did not like crowds, but the vice-treasurer pulled everyone to a secluded corner
the moment they arrived.

“I didn’t expect the alliance to go all-out this time. They leaked all the news and
released the restrictions. So many people are here so abruptly.”
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The vice-treasurer had his eyes on the people up ahead when he made his remark.
From the way everyone dressed, there were different clusters of similarly

dressed people.

It meant that various groups, clans, or merchant groups like Heavenly Pills were
looking to be students in the alliance.

After all, the Middle Province Alchemist Alliance was a massive group; it was the
holy land for all alchemists.

Becoming a member of the alliance meant that a person’s status would skyrocket,
and they would not even need a nomination to be tested.

They would be able to buy cheaper materials from the Middle Province Alchemist
Alliance, too.

Basically, there were tremendous benefits to entering the Middle Province
Alchemist Alliance, which was why so many people were gathered for it.
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Of course, the more benefits there were, the tougher the competition. There
were to00 many masters there, and it was difficult to earn any favor. The
entrance examination was far too difficult as well, and regular folks would never
pass.

That was why anyone with an influential group behind them flocked over like
bees to honey the moment they heard of the chance.

‘Look at those in blue,” remarked the vice- treasurer with a sour look on his face
as he rubbed his chin.

Gilbert frowned. “Is he a Silent Moon Pills student? | can’t believe they found out
about this, too,”
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The vice-treasurer was visibly displeased. “I thought that the Middle Province
Alchemist Alliance had deliberately leaked the news to us. | had thought that we
were something special to them.”

“After all, our Heavenly Auction House might not be much in the inner regions,
but we're still quite reputable in the outer regions...”

The vice-treasurer could not hide the bitterness in his tone when he spoke. Jackie,
Andrew, and Gilbert naturally understood how the vice-treasurer felt at that.

The vice -treasurer sighed helplessly. “It looks like you won’t be able to enter
with just a word; you might even need to go through a selection later. You'll have
to make sure you perform well.

“I refuse to believe the alliance will accept everyone in one go. Even if they
wanted to do that, they don’t have the resources for all of you.”

Jackie nodded.
He Felt like the vice-treasurer was right.

If the Middle Province Alchemist Alliance recruited so many people in one sitting,
it would be a massive waste of resources.



The students present had not been brought up in the alliance’s systems from the
start.
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They came from various groups and forces so they would have different
understandings and upbringings.

This, in turn, needed a large amount of resources for the Middle Province
Alchemist Alliance to nurture them.

It would cause quite a large amount to add so many disciples in one go.

Unless the alliance desperately needed a large number of disciples, they would
not do so.

“Don’t worry. Even if there’'s a selection, | won’t fail it.” Gilbert's words were
filled with confidence.

He did not even spare a second glance at all the students around them.

His talents had been at the top of Heavenly Pills, and Heavenly Pills was
incredibly well-known in Rosefinch City.

He refused to believe that his talent and ability could not grant him entrance into
the Middle Province Alchemist Alliance!
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