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Rudy reached up and grabbed his hair. “I’m still too naive. If you
hadn’t reminded me, I would’ve claimed this task. I’d only be a

fool if I ended up claiming it and losing my money on this task.”

Rudy was different from Grayson. He might have an excellent

standing within Golden Pills, but Golden Pills was not fully

dedicated to raising him. Most of the spirit crystals he had

accumulated had all been earned by himself.

Rudy would be hit with a devastating loss if he ended up losing
them.

With that in mind, he shook his head. “This task isn’t good for

me. I should look for something simpler.”

After Rudy said that, the green-robed man’s surprised voice was

heard again, “There’s still Purple Pills! I was looking for them. I
can’t believe I found them.”

After saying that, the green-robed man calmly took out his

identification badge and tossed it forward, which flew right to the

task badge. In a flash, the identification badge landed on the

bottom right corner of the task board. The two of them merged

and emitted a faint golden glow.
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The green-robed man’s action attracted the attention of a few

people around them. Everyone looked at the pleased-looking
green-robed man.

The white-robed man furrowed his eyebrows unhappily as he

reached out to grab the other man’s hand.

“Are you still asleep? How could you even claim that task? Don’t

you know how hard a Purple Pill is to refine?”

To emphasize his point, the white-robed man pointed forward.
“Two thousand pill runes! You have to refine two thousand pill

runes!
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“You also have to guarantee that those two

thousand pill runes have a fifty percent refinement with your pill!
Anyone who can do that is only a step away from becoming a
seventh-grade alchemist.”

The green-robed man took a deep breath. He nodded slightly

before he said, “Of course I know how hard it is. If it wasn’t
difficult, I wouldn’t even dare claim it.

“Difficulty is what drives me forward. After all, the materials to

refine a Purple Pill are quite cheap-more or less one or two

hundred spirit crystals. As long as I can refine a Purple Pill, I can
get a thousand and two hundred spirit crystals! Just look at how

many times there is a profit!”



After that, the green-robed man seemed even more emotional.
The white-robed man, on the other hand, frowned, not knowing
what to say.

Jackie and Rudy, both standing behind them, understood why the
green-robed man wanted to excite himself. Rudy whispered into

Jackie’s ear, “Two thousand Pill runes? Refining the Purple Pill

is more than two times harder than refining a Thousand Flower
Pill. Is he that confident? He dares to refine a Purple Pill!”

Jackie knew that Rudy’s words seemed so snide because he was
just unwilling to admit that someone was stronger than him.
Jackie turned to look at Rudy.

“He must have already condensed two thousand pill runes before.
It looks like this guy is quite talented. It shouldn’t be too long

before he manages to become a seventh-grade alchemist.”

Jackie’s evaluation was quite accurate. Even though the

green-robed man looked like he was trying to show off, Jackie
could tell that there was a sense of confidence behind it.
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The green-robed man was not someone who loved to brag for no

reason.

“Just you wait! It won’t take too long before

I’ll be able to refine that pill, too, and when that day comes, I’ll
have everyone see just how capable I am!” proclaimed Rudy

loudly, so much so that everyone heard his deliberate vow.
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Sure enough, the people around Jackie and Rudy had heard

Rudy’s bold words, to which they shot him stares of disdain.
Someone had the guts to say something so foolish before they
even had the skills to back it up!

All it did was make everyone belittle Rudy.

Jackie sighed in exasperation; Rudy rendered him speechless

every time. He did not want to stand next to Rudy at that moment

with how Rudy embarrassed him terribly.

Jackie felt rather glum after feeling the gazes of everyone around
him. He felt like no one around him understood how talented he

actually was.

Rudy, however, coldly snorted and said, “What are you looking

at me for? I said all that because I have the confidence to. Just
you wait. In less than a few months, I’ll be

able to refine a Purple Pill!”
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Jackie’s lips twitched helplessly.

Everyone around them was a capable alchemist. To Jackie, Rudy
might have a bit of talent, but compared to so many talented

alchemists, he did not amount to much.



Jackie could not help but frown as he reached out to grab Rudy’s
shoulder and whispered, “Be careful of embarrassing yourself in

a few months. Purple Pills aren’t something you can refine just

because you say you want to. You need to condense two thousand
pill runes.

“Even I can’t do that right now, let alone you. If you have the

skills to do this, you wouldn’t even need to brag. Others will
naturally flatter you.”
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Jackie could still not condense two thousand pill runes at that
moment. Before, he had been confident in himself, but after going
to the Hall of Wishes, he tested out his

skills. He knew his place and had shed a bit of his pride in turn.

He needed to calm down and allow his memories to get in tune
with his body. He had everything in his head but was unable to

properly execute things with his body. He knew what he needed

to do but did not have the muscle memory to do so. He was
forced to constantly practice to merge his mind and body.

The existence of the soul-gathering crystals was absolutely a

massive cheat for Jackie. There were many things that others

needed tremendous amounts of time to research, learn, and
practice. However, Jackie only needed to make sure his body

could catch up with his memories.



Even so, Jackie did not have the confidence to become a

seventh-grade alchemist so quickly. What, then, of Rudy, who
stood behind him with not that much talent?

Rudy pursed his lips reluctantly but did not say anything else.

Meanwhile, the green-robed man felt amused at Rudy’s words.
He looked at Rudy as if he was looking at a fool.

His gaze must have been provocatively sharp, so much so that

Rudy cracked. “Why are you looking at me like that? Are other

people not allowed to be skilled just because you are?”

Rudy’s words felt incredibly haughty, and Jackie could tell that

the green-robed man merely felt like Rudy was making a ruckus.
The green-robed man let out a cold snort and turned around, no
longer looking at Rudy.
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That seemed to tell everyone that just looking at Rudy was more
than what he deserved. The man’s tone was cold as he sneered,
“I’ve seen clowns, but no one so into his role as you, is rare.
You’re not that skilled, yet you’re still trying so hard to stand out.
Hilarious.”

The moment the green-robed man said that, everyone burst into
laughter and pointed at Rudy as they jeered. Some of them even

deliberately talked louder so Rudy could hear them.

“Look at this new guy! I wonder where he jumped out from?
Looking at him, he’s probably been a sixth-grade alchemist for



less than a few days. Being able to condense a thousand pill runes

is an impressive feat, yet he’s saying he’ll be able to condense

two thousand in a few months? He doesn’t know his place at

all!”
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“He’s probably just a fool who’s never experienced the world.
Aren’t cretins who don’t know their place always the ones
praising themselves?”

Words of ridicule were flung around so much that Rudy’s face
reddened. It felt like he was a sitting duck as everyone slapped

him. It was then he started to regret raising his voice so much and

claiming such a big promise.

After being mocked to that degree, he no longer dared say

anything. After all, he was not at Golden Pills, and everyone

around them was talented. A random person there was probably

better than he was.

Just as everyone jeered and cackled at Rudy, Jackie suddenly
pulled out his identification badge, activated his true energy, and
threw his badge forward.

Following the sound of a gentle breeze, the

an identification badge appeared on the task board in front of
Jackie. The task board had been empty before with nothing on it,
but a new task had appeared.
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Jackie had thrown out his identification badge while everyone
had been focused on Rudy. By the time everyone looked over, the
identification badge had already merged with the task board,
meaning that the task had been claimed by Jackie.

“Hold it right there!” shouted the whiterobed man angrily. Alas,
it was too late, and he had no room to regret it.

After all, Jackie’s badge had already completely merged with the

task board.

He should not have placed his attention elsewhere. Otherwise, he
would have stood the chance of claiming the task. After everyone
saw what task Jackie had claimed, they became livid.
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“What? This guy took advantage of the situation! Such a

high-paying task is always hard to come by, yet this man took it

right under our noses when we weren’t paying attention!”

“A Green Sun Pill with a payout of a thousand and three hundred
spirit crystals? Refining a Green Sun Pill only needs a thousand

pill runes!

“Even the materials are only worth three hundred spirit crystals!
This is the best task I’ve seen the whole week. They’re asking for
three pills, too!”

The person had a pained look on his face as he said all that.



“Three thousand and nine hundred spirit crystals! This brat
managed to take it! He really took advantage of us!”

The task Jackie had claimed truly was the most valuable one
there. Not much effort was needed to earn three thousand and

nine hundred spirit crystals. To a normal alchemist, it was a
fortune.

**

As long as Jackie could complete the task, it would be the biggest

Jackie had earned in that period of time!

Jackie let out a small smile as he looked at Rudy.
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He really should thank him.

If Rudy had not been bragging and attracting everyone’s
attention, he would not have been able to get that task so easily.
After all, everyone else had sharp eyes as well.

Feeling Jackie’s gaze, Rudy’s lips twitched, feeling rather bitter

about himself.
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Rudy knew why Jackie was looking at him. He had been so

ridiculed that he helped Jackie divert everyone’s attention and
allowed Jackie to benefit from it. Just thinking about it made him

feel sad.



However, he could not say anything at that moment nor did he

dare speak up like he did before. After all, he knew of Jackie’s

skills. No matter if it was martial arts or alchemy, Jackie was far
better than him.

The green-robed man’s lips twitched as he glared at Jackie, but in
the end, none of the others said anything about it. After all,
having the eyes to quickly claim the task was a skill as well, and it
was his fault for focusing too much on that clown.

The green-robed man felt worse thinking about it, and he started

to look at Rudy with an even harsher expression.

“Continue walking. There’s a back door at

the corner. After you push open the door, you’ll enter a side hall.
There’s a steward there. Come with me,” a cold voice was

suddenly heard next to Jackie’s ear.
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Jackie frowned as he turned around in confusion before he was
met with a man in scarlet red robes looking at him with a calm
expression.

Jackie’s frown deepened. Was that man talking to him?

When the scarlet-robed man noticed that Jackie was not saying

anything, he gave Jackie a once-over before a cold smile made its

way to his face.



“You must be new. It’s reasonable for you to not know who I

am.”
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After those words, Jackie was finally sure that the man was

talking to him, but what did he mean by his previous words? He

wanted him to go through the back door to look for a steward?
Why did he need to do that?

Various questions popped up in his head, and in the end, Jackie
turned to fully face the man.

“Remember my name: I am Harold Mann!” Harold looked down

at Jackie arrogantly, looking like he was trying to suppress

Jackie.

Jackie’s eyebrows furrowed, able to tell that the person was

looking to cause Jackie trouble.

He let out a slight cough before he coldly answered, “Why do I

need to look for the steward?”

Everyone started to whisper among themselves again. They fixed

their gazes on Jackie and Harold, looking back and forth a few

times. Jackie could clearly feel a sense of anger, fear, and
helplessness when everyone looked at Jackie.

When they looked at him, all he could feel was pity and

sympathy,

Harold raised his chin. “Hand over this task. This task is mine!”



The moment those words were said, Jackie felt momentarily

speechless.
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This man was a tad bit too pushy. It was not like he had never

met anyone who insisted on pulling off some petty tricks to make
sure they got what they wanted. Still, it was the first time he had

seen someone doing it as brazenly as Harold.

Jackie’s lips twitched as he was rendered speechless. He felt like
it was just his luck that he kept meeting strange people like him.

He turned to look at Harold. “Is there a problem with your eyes?
Can’t you tell I’ve already claimed this task? Why do I have to

hand this task over to you?

“Do you have some special permission here that lets you say
whatever you want? If you do, why don’t you just go to the back

door and just claim all the good tasks beforehand! “
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The atmosphere felt like it became more stifling after Jackie made
his remark…and everyone else did not expect the newcomer to be
so stubborn.

Harold had been stunned by Jackie’s words as well. After all, he
never expected someone to butt heads with him so
straightforwardly.



Harold started to laugh angrily. His laughter got louder and
louder, but everyone knew that his smile never reached his eyes.
It was obvious that he was furious. “You truly are ignorant.
Newcomers like you always insist on looking for trouble!”

Jackie could not help but roll his eyes. At that moment, he no
longer wanted to waste his time on Harold. He could tell that no

one dared to offend Harold, which meant that it was not the first

time he had ever done so.

After someone else got a task, he would force that person to head

to the steward to cancel the task, and he would claim the task for

himself.

Jackie shifted his gaze toward the whiterobed man, and he

recalled hearing the white-robed man’s discussion with the

green-robed man earlier.
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They had said that someone would take away all the good tasks,
and the white-robed man even warned the green-robed man

against speaking too loudly in case they were overheard.

It seemed like Harold was among those the white-robed man was

talking about.

If anyone else was in his position at that moment, they might not

have dared fight back that much and listened to Harold, handing
the task over.



However, Jackie was the one facing Harold at that moment.
Jackie had never given in to anything like that before, no matter

who came before him.
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Rudy anxiously grabbed Jackie’s collar as he whispered, “Jackie,
you just got here. It’s better to not cause any trouble. There are
plenty of tasks here, so let’s look for something else.”

Even though Rudy was confident in himself, he knew that there

were some things that he could not be stubborn about. Offending
someone with strong-enough inside help would constantly invite

trouble.

Jackie nodded slightly but still did not move. In truth, after some

thought, Jackie understood that nothing could be done to him if

he did that.

If Harold truly was that capable, then he should have had special

rights to pick his tasks first instead of fighting over tasks with
everyone here.

Even if Harold had a backer, it should not be someone with that

special of an identity. Since it was no one special, he would not

be targeted too obviously.

Harold could not hold back his anger anymore when he saw how
Jackie still kept his cool. “It looks like you’re insisting on looking
for trouble. Just you wait!”



Jackie let out a light laugh. “What can you do to me? You’re

publicly disobeying the rules, so why should I listen to you?

“I’ll say it again: If you’re that capable, you would’ve taken the

task away beforehand, and we won’t even have had the chance to
take it from you. You don’t have the skills or the background, but
you’re still trying to do something so shameless!”

The moment he said that, everyone inhaled sharply. Jackie’s
words were hard to listen to. It was basically berating Harold, and
it effectively stunned Harold for a good few seconds.
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Johnson Jones, standing behind Harold,

was a loyal follower of Harold. After listening to Jackie’s words,
he could no longer hold back and rushed forward. “How dare you

insult Harold like that!”

Jackie let out a cold laugh. “I’m not trying to insult anyone.
Harold was the one insisting on sticking to my face, looking to be
humiliated!”

Rudy was scared stiff. He knew how Jackie was. If he wanted to

fight back, he would kill the other guy. Rudy just never expected
that Jackie would not care who was on the other end.

As long as anyone offended Jackie, Jackie would be ruthless.
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