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In his mind, Jackie would definitely lose. He had glanced at the condensing card earlier.
There were some pill runes that even he might not be able to fill up.

Elder Eliot had mentioned before as well that the pill runes that were filled up needed to
be at sixty percent refinement.

A refinement rate of fifty percent was required for the pill runes to be considered
successful. That was because only fifty percent refinement would be able to bring out
the medicinal properties of the pills.

Without fifty percent refinement, a pill rune would be considered a failure.
Sixty percent refinement would mean that the quality of the pill would be a level higher,
A pill of sixty percent refinement rate
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would fetch a higher price than a pill of fifty percent refinement rate. That was because
a higher refinement rate meant a higher quality pill. That was something everyone
knew.

With that in mind, Harold shook his head helplessly. Elder Eliot was getting crazier and
crazier. There were a total of nine hundred and twenty runes on the condensing card.
Of those present, it was probably that the number of them who would be able to fill up
more than half of the pill runes could be counted with one hand.

Even he did not know if he would be able to do it. Thinking of that, he could not help but
glance over at Jackie. Jackie was already putting all his focus into condensing the pill
runes with a furrowed eyebrow.

Jackie still looked confident as ever, which frustrated Harold even more. He felt like that
guy was really good at acting. It was impossible to tell what was on Jackie’s mind.
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Johnson was sitting right behind Harold. When he saw Harold looking back at Jackie,
he could not help but whisper, “Harold, what are you looking at him for? He'll definitely
lose. | think he won'’t even be able to condense ten of the runes. After all, Elder Eliot
said that we needed to have a sixty percent refinement rate.

“‘Haven’t we looked into this guy before? He came from a small place, so what can he
possibly do? You don’t have to worry about him at all.”




When Harold heard that, he felt like it was quite reasonable. Jackie came from
Heavenly Pills. Heavenly Pills was part of the Rosefinch Pavilion’s territory. To them, it
really was a small place.

Harold came from the inner region. That was where the strong fighters came from.
Many masters spawned in the inner region, and the outer region was basically | the
countryside to them.

Harold narrowed his eyes and said, ‘I just feel like this guy is way too good at acting.
Even now, he still manages to look like everything is within his control. It's so funny and
annoying at the same time.”

Johnson snorted, “He’s just afraid of embarrassing himself. After all, he’s probably
never even seen half of the runes before, let alone be able to patch them up to a sixty
percent refinement!”

Harold nodded. Johnson continued with a smile, “There isn’t much talent where this guy
came from at all. The fact that he’s able to become a sixth-grade alchemist naturally
means he must have some talent.

“‘However, that talent means nothing to us. He must have loved to show off among all
those talentless bumpkins before this.

“‘He was probably praised so much that he doesn’t know his place. Even here, he still
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thinks he can beat everyone. That’s probably why he acted so arrogantly.”

Harold nodded, feeling like Johnson’s words were very reasonable. He thought that way

as well. Jackie acted the way he did because the place he came from had been far too
impoverished.
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There were no proper masters there at all. Jackie had probably been the best among
them and was naturally respected. Even after going to Phoenix Valley, he still felt like he
was better than everyone else. That was why Jackie dared to say all of that to Harold
and even dared to make the bet.

With those thoughts in mind, Harold’s lips twitched as he felt even more sure about
things. Harold clearly knew Jackie was that kind of person, so it was pointless for Harold
to keep focusing on Jackie.




Jackie would definitely lose! Knowing that fact, Harold looked away and started to
answer in earnest.

Time slowly ticked away. All that could be heard were people breathing. As they neared
the end of the test, Rudy had already thoroughly given up all hope.

He had only been able to answer twenty
percent of the condensing card, and he could not even guarantee that the ones he did
answer were at sixty percent refinement. Rudy felt like he was in an incredibly hopeless

situation.
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He deeply regretted following Jackie into the Elder Hall. He was already imagining what
it would be like being called up alone to be berated by Elder Eliot after the results were
out. He would be humiliated in front of everyone.

However, it was already too late for regrets.. There was no way for him to withdraw
anymore.

After being stunned for a long time, he could not help but look up at Jackie. All he saw
was Jackie with his chest puffed up and head held high. Jackie held the condensing

card in his hand as if he had completed all of the pill runes on the card.

At that moment, Rudy wondered how confident Jackie was in his results. He did not
have Jackie’s courage, nor did he have Jackie’s talent and ability, but he could not
believe that Jackie could actually get into the top fifty.
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If he managed to get into the top fifty without even attending a single class, Rudy would
definitely be dealt a heavy blow. Rudy had planned on talking to Jackie after the test
was over, but he could not hold back when he looked at Jackie’s calm expression.

Rudy whispered, “Jackie, are you done?”

Jackie nodded without turning around. Rudy felt odd when he saw Jackie’s calm nod, so
he continued asking, “How do you think your results are? Can you get into the top fifty?”

Jackie raised an eyebrow. He knew that Rudy asked that because Rudy did not believe
he was capable of it. He turned and glanced at Rudy,

He whispered back, “I told you before, if | really wasn’t confident, then | wouldn’t have
made the bet.”




Rudy could not help but take a deep breath after hearing that. At that moment, Rudy
had a lot he wanted to say, but he did not know how to voice out any of his words.

Time slowly ticked away, and the test finally ended in silence. Elder Eliot calmly walked
out from behind, gathering the condensing cards one by one.

The condensing cards would only need a short time to determine everyone’s results.
After gathering everything, Elder Eliot did not waste a second before leaving the Elder
Hall to determine the results.

Without the elder around, the hall became much livelier. However, everyone had
incredibly serious expressions at that moment. Complaints and moans filled the room.
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‘I don’t know what Elder Eliot is thinking. Why is this test so many times harder?! Does
he just want to see all of us fail?”
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“Who knows what Elder Eliot is thinking. We all know how he is. Just think about those
pill runes on the card earlier. Eighty percent of them were pill runes that we normally
wouldn’t use at all.

“They were complicated runes that only seventh-grade alchemists use. I've never even
seen them before, let alone be able to fill it up.”

“My results will be horrible this time, | don’t even have to think about it. | just don’t know
if there’s anyone who'll do worse than me. It would be humiliating if I end up being
called out alone to be scolded!”

“Being scolded would be letting you off easy. Don’t forget how Elder Eliot is. If the
results are especially bad, he’ll just pull you out and berate and punish you publicly. You
won'’t just need to be fined spirit crystals,you’ll even be forced to stand in a corner facing
the wall!”

All those words were naturally heard by Rudy. After hearing what everyone had to say,
Rudy felt incredibly bad. He was going green with regret. He should not have
participated in the test.

He had never attended a single class and had only just become a sixth-grade alchemist.
He did not have the chance to practice condensing nine hundred pill runes for that long,
but his limits were already being tested.
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Even though the condensing card had nine hundred pill runes as well, only a fifth of
those pill runes was the easier sort. He was not able to do anything about the rest of
them.

The more Rudy thought about it, the more frustrated he got. He scratched his ears,
wanting nothing more than to just leave right then. Yet, he was worried that the situation
would get a lot worse if Elder Eliot came back and realized that he was no longer there.

What could have been just a scolding might turn into a punishment several times worse.
That was what he did not want to happen. He really wanted to talk to Jackie, but looking
at Jackie’s calm expression, his mood soured. He no longer wanted to say anything.

“You really surprised me.” Harold’s voice was heard in the front. Jackie frowned, he had
been resting and not wanting to say anything, but Harold still insisted on being an
annoying fly, constantly circling around him and not leaving.
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Jackie did not feel like talking to him at all. He merely opened his eyes and said, “Can
you stop being so annoying? We’ve already set our bet. You'll know everything when
the results are out. Would it kill you to shut your mouth?”

At Jackie’s abrasive tone, Harold was stunned. He had thought that Jackie would have
realized his shortcomings after how hard the condensing cards were and stopped
showing off in front of him.

Yet, he never expected that Jackie would not be affected by it and remain as obstinate
as ever. Each word Jackie spoke seemed to be intent on stuffing his mouth.

Johnson suddenly stood up from the mat and shouted, “Jackie! | can’t stand the sight of
you anymore! Do you insist on carrying on this farce?! Don’t think we don’t know who
you actually are.

“You're just a useless brat from the countryside. What have you seen before? Do you
think your talent is good enough to brag in front of all of us? Let me tell you, you’re
completely wrong!”

Jackie’s lips started to twitch hopelessly. Sure enough, these flies kept on rendering him
speechless and helpless.

Jackie raised his eyebrow and replied, “Could you and Harold just shut up? Will you die
if you just wait for a short while?”




Johnson was shaking in anger. He quickly walked in front of Jackie. “Do you really think
you can win? Don’t you know how hard the condensing card is? If you can even answer
a fifth of it, you'd be quite
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Jackie took a deep breath and looked at Johnson as if he was looking at an idiot. “You
don’t know me at all, so how are you so sure that | could only answer one-fifth of the
questions?”

Johnson snorted coldly as he said in an arrogant tone, “You come from Heavenly Pills.
How could that small place cultivate any masters? Phoenix Valley gathered so many
alchemic masters together, where could you possibly place among us?

“I was looking at you favorably by saying you can condense one-fifth of the runes. After
all, only one-fifth of the runes on the card were more commonly seen runes. The rest of
the runes were all incredibly rare. Only a seventh-grade alchemist would be able to fill in
ninety percent of them!”

Jackie let out a laugh before he said, “If | really felt that | would lose, | would never have
placed the bet with Harold. It's better if you just shut up...

Before Jackie could finish, he was interrupted by Johnson again, “It looks like you’re still
stuck being clueless. Do you think you can really get into the top fifty with those skills
you have? How funny!”

Harold said from behind Johnson, “There are a hundred and eighty people in the test
this time. There are only over two hundred alchemists in the whole of Phoenix Valley.
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“‘Almost everyone is present here today. Do you really think you can outshine all these
masters and become someone in the top fifty?”

Jackie took a deep breath, really wanting to stuff his ears. That way, he would not need
to talk to the two of them, but the two of them seemed unwilling to give up.

He knew that if he did not say anything
back to them, they would only get worse.
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Jackie sighed as he stood up, faced Johnson, and said, “Can you stop making
judgments on others with that pea brain of yours?”




His attitude made Harold and Johnson feel like Jackie was just trying to be stubborn.
Others also felt like Jackie was only saying all that because the words he had said
earlier had forced him to.

Some people could not help but say loudly, “I refuse to believe that you didn’t think the
test was hard. Why are you still pretending?”

“You'd better just prepare five thousand spirit crystals right now. If you can’t produce
them later, Elder Eliot won't let you off,”

“That’s right Jackie. Can’t you just admit that you were being reckless? If you weren’t so
impulsive, you wouldn’t need to pay such a heavy price...”

Just as everyone was talking among themselves, Elder Eliot walked back into the hall
with the results in hand. As he walked, he looked toward them.

At that moment, Elder Eliot had a strange expression on his face. His gaze lingered on
Jackie for a long time, but after that, he averted it.

The fact that Elder Eliot was already back meant that they could no longer continue
pestering Jackie. Johnson frowned as he shot a meaningful look at Jackie. After that, he
turned around and went back to his original spot.

Elder Eliot stood at the center with a piece of parchment in hand. On it was everyone’s
results. Elder Eliot started to read the scroll in front of everyone.
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He stared at every single name. He opened his mouth and tried to read it out, but
started to hesitate. Everyone looked at Elder Eliot anxiously, wanting nothing more than

to be able to look at the scroll to see the results.

Harold suddenly felt a bit nervous when he saw Elder Eliot’s conflicted demeanor. After
all, Jackie remained standing tall as ever. Whenever he talked to Jackie, it felt like
Jackie did not regard him as anyone important at all, which caused Harold to be
incredibly frustrated.
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All he wanted to do was for both of their results to be announced. Then he would throw
his results at Jackie so Jackie would stop being so arrogant. That way, he would be
able to vent out his frustrations.




Yet, Elder Eliot seemed so hesitant, which caused Harold to lose his patience. He could
not help but say, “Elder Eliot, how are my results?”

After thinking about it, Harold felt like asking about Jackie’s results would seem a little
forceful.

It was better to ask about his results first before trying to prod at Jackie’s results. That
way, Jackie would be able to feel the difference between the two of them.

Elder Eliot raised an eyebrow, picking up the parchment before he said, “There’s
nothing too special about your results this time, but you still remain in the top ten.

You're in tenth place.
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“You managed to finish sixty percent of the pill runes, but out of the sixty percent, eight
out of ten of them were not at the sixty percent refinement mark. Honestly, I'm not

happy with your results!”

As he said that, Elder Eliot looked at Harold unhappily. Harold’s lips froze as his body
could not help but sway. He knew that his results this time were not the best.

It was mainly because he had not been in the best mood.

The moment he calmed down, he would immediately think about how disrespectful
Jackie was.
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Those harsh words kept attacking him, causing him to find himself unable to calm down.
It was natural that he could not get good results with a frustrated mindset. Harold’s face
was a little pale. Even though he did not have results that were as good as he wanted, it
should still be much better than Jackie.

Thinking about that, he immediately turned around and looked at Jackie with a
challenging expression again. When Jackie felt Harold’s gaze, Jackie’s lips twitched
slightly.

He really wanted to rush in front of Harold and tell Harold to stop with those petty
actions.

He wanted nothing more than to just quietly wait for the results.




Harold’s sudden turn of the head had been seen by Elder Eliot as well. Naturally, Elder
Eliot was not thrilled.

“You have no right to try and show off in front of Jackie because his results were better
than yours. He got the fifth place!”

The moment Elder Eliot said that the entire field was shocked.

Everyone widened their eyes, thinking that they had misheard. Jackie had gotten fifth
place? Was that true?
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Surely they were hallucinating, right? Otherwise, how could they have heard such an
absurd result?! The one who questioned it immediately was none other than Harold.

He shouted out, “Elder Eliot, what did you say? Jackie is in fifth place?”

Elder Eliot had already expected that to happen. He did not hesitate to nod and replied,
“Jackie managed to finish eighty percent of the pill runes. All of those runes were at
sixty percent refinement.”

Elder Eliot announced all that with a serious expression, so there was naturally no room
for doubt. However, despite that, everyone could not help but be filled with disbelief.




