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Chapter 2691
Jackie was still alone in the end. Elder Maurice felt incredibly suffocated, and Mr. Zayne
merely shook his head silently.

Master Forrest pointed at Jameson, who was standing there quietly, “This time, let’s go
with the one with the worst results.”

Jameson’s face darkened. Master Forrest had not minced his words at all. It greatly
embarrassed Jameson, but Jameson had nothing to say back. After all, there was
nothing he could say. He walked out of the crowd and reluctantly stood in front of the
door.

Master Forrest pointed out a finger and said, “One hour! Everyone has one hour. If you
can’t manage it within one hour, or end up being heavily injured by the phoenix, you'll
be considered a failure. Understand?”

Everyone nodded earnestly. Master Forrest raised an eyebrow as he said bluntly, “Why
aren’t you going in yet? There’s no point in dallying around.”

Of the three participants from Sky Peak Valley, Jameson had performed the worst.
Master Forrest naturally did not regard him that highly. Jameson'’s lips twitched
helplessly. He pushed the door open and walked inside.
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When the door was opened, the participants all saw the scene inside. There must be an
illusory array inside because what they saw was a large plain. On the plains was a
phoenix that was the size of three humans crawling around the plains. Next to the
phoenix were six Green Phoenix Fruits. After the door was shut, they stopped being
able to see through. After they averted their looks, they felt even more apprehensive.

Jackie was the calmest person there. He had seen the phoenix earlier, and the phoenix
was at the early stage of the spring solidifying stage which was a relief to him.

To some people, the hour was just time to chit chat. However, they could not discuss
their strategies, so they were forced into some pointless topic, like words of
encouragement.

Since Conrad had been the key to the Sky Peak Pavilion turning things around and
winning the last right, Master Forrest’s attitude toward him had improved by several
times.
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“Don’t be so nervous later. The more nervous you are, the easier it will be for you to
make mistakes. You have to calm yourself down,” Master Forrest said gently.

Conrad nodded at that, and patted his chest in reassurance, “Don’t worry, I'll definitely
do well. | definitely won’t drag us down! I've already thought of a plan, I'll definitely get
the Green Phoenix Fruit.”

The more confident Conrad was, the more worried Phoenix Valley got. Elder Maurice’s
face was stiff. If Conrad really did manage to get a Green Phoenix Fruit, then they
would lose again.

They would have to pay up a lot of resources. It would be the worst result. When they
got back, he might not even be an elder anymore.

Elder Maurice looked on as Claude and Benedict still shivered away. They did not
possess any form of bravery, let alone confidence. Just looking at them caused Elder
Maurice's anger to soar.
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“What are the two of you doing? At the start, weren’t the two of you full of confidence
and promises? You felt like you’d definitely be able to win, and insulted Jackie for

dragging the two of you down. Why are you so different now? Where’s your bravado?
Summon all of it out right now! ” Elder Maurice was far too angry, and his temper was
evident from those words.

Mr. Zayne and Jackie looked at Elder Maurice helplessly, feeling like Elder Maurice was
doing the exact opposite of what he wanted to. No matter how angry he was at the time,
he should not have voiced it at that moment. After all, they were about to enter the part
of the tournament that would determine their victory. Anything he said at that moment
would just be for the sake of venting.

Even if Jackie did not want to say anything at that moment, he was forced to step up.
He pulled Elder Maurice’s arm and said, “Elder, please don’t be angry. Anger is
pointless right now.”

He walked forward and stood in front of Claude and Benedict. Jackie was incredibly
frustrated by the two of them. After all, the two of them had acted so arrogantly before,
opposing him at every turn. Yet, it was not the time to think about that.
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If they continued to allow the two of them to spiral downward, it could very well affect
the results of the third stage. Jackie really did not want to be dragged down!




He let out a slight cough and lightened his tone, “I know the two of you are under a lot of
pressure right now, but you need to know how important this is. If the two of you
continue letting your mental state go on a downward slope and lose in the end, the two
of you know very well what kind of consequences you’ll face! It's no longer the time to
be so conflicted. Summon all of your courage. Even if the final result ends up not being
ideal, you'd at least have tried...”

Bang!

At that moment, a huge noise was heard from the door, causing Jackie to stop his
motivational speech. Everyone looked toward the door.

In a moment, Jameson was dragged out by two stewards of the Sky Peak Sovereign.
Jameson’s eyes were half shut, and he constantly groaned. He had many injuries on his
body, and his arm was full of blood. If the two deacons had not been carrying him, he
would not have even been able to stand.

The moment they saw Jameson’s condition, all of the participants let out a shiver. That
was a little too absurd, but even after not entering for that long, Jameson was actually
injured to that degree.

Master Forrest did not waste any time and immediately summoned up some errand
disciples to bring Jameson in for treatment.

When everyone saw Jameson being escorted away, they did not feel that great. They
were not sympathetic to Jameson, but rather it was just because they were about to
encounter that very same scenario themselves.

Based on the results, the next would be Benedict.

Benedict gulped a few times as his eyes continued to dart all over. Countless thoughts
were circulating in his head, and he even had the urge to give up on the contest.

Elder Maurice berated, “Don’t have any wild thoughts! It's almost your turn. You have to
do your best. If you actually dare to lose this round deliberately, I'll immediately tell the
valley master. Don’t even think about getting out of this unscathed!”

Benedict's whole body shivered at that, and he almost cried. The mood turned serious
again as Master Forrest’s gaze swept over everyone, not saying anything unnecessary,
“‘Next! Benedict! Go inside and remember, you only have an hour.”
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Benedict took a deep breath as stomped his feet silently. He gave up any words of
protest. He would have to go in eventually anyway, and would just be scolded if he
continued to drag things. He walked in front of the door with reddened eyes.




When he pushed the door open, he basically had the resolve to die. When everyone
saw the door close, their moods all sank.

Even Conrad, who had been so full of spirit, shut his mouth as he looked at the door
with a conflicted expression. He believed that everyone who entered that door would
have their own plans. After all, it was impossible to take it by force!

Only by relying on schemes and tricks would they be able to do anything. However, no
one had the confidence that their plans would succeed. Time ticked away, and after
about half an hour, there was movement behind the door again.

Benedict walked out clutching his arm. Even though he did not need anyone to help him
out, he was still injured in multiple places. When he got out, Benedict moaned, “I didn'’t
even dare to get too close. Thankfully, the phoenix is being held back by a chain, or |
wouldn’t even have had the chance to come out.”

When he said that, everyone’s moods sank even further. However, Jackie raised an
eyebrow. Earlier, Jackie had been curious. Since it was a spring solidifying realm beast,
it would definitely attack viciously if it was angered. Even though Jameson was carted
out with his body covered in heavy injuries, he did not die.

Jackie felt like they would have at least ended up with a broken limb or two even if they
were saved, but Jameson’s condition had been better than Jackie expected. On top of
that, Benedict's injuries led Jackie to be even more sure that the phoenix was restricted
in some way. Otherwise, the two of them would have only been able to come out with
even heavier injuries. If unique chains were restricting the phoenix, then it really should
be safe.

In truth, there was no need to ask about the results. Benedict definitely did not manage
to get a fruit either. Elder Maurice sighed. Even though he did not expect anything, he
was still a little disappointed to see that Benedict really did return empty-handed.

The next to enter was Claude. At that moment, Claude was incredibly tense, seemingly
about to snap at any moment. He felt like there was a huge boulder on his shoulders,
about to squash him at any moment. However, no matter how bad his mental state was,
he still had to go in. If he returned empty-handed as well, Elder Maurice would definitely
blow up.

Before he entered, Elder Maurice suddenly grabbed Claude’s arm and said, “Listen
here, you‘re not allowed to fail this time!”

Claude widened his eyes suddenly, looking like he was about to cry. At that moment, he
had already lost all his confidence after the last two rounds. Elder Maurice had even told
him that he was not allowed to fail, causing him to feel like it was difficult to even
breathe.




After Claude entered, Jackie looked at Conrad again. In truth, Jackie did not have much
faith in Claude either. After all, that guy was only confident at the start. There was no
way he could defeat a phoenix with his meager smarts.

He would probably end up just as heavily injured as Jameson. If Claude lost, then only
Jackie would remain. If Conrad managed to pull off an unexpected win like during the
second stage, then they would be done for. Jackie was actually quite worried at that
moment. Elder Maurice and Mr. Zayne were feeling the same as well. The three of them
all looked at the door anxiously. They really wanted to see what kind of plan Claude had
in mind and whether he had any hopes of winning.
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Master Forrest was in a really good mood at that moment. He had even started to see
hope for victory again. They had thought that Jackie would ensure that Phoenix Valley
would have a very high chance of winning, but no one expected that the two other than
Jackie would be such heavy burdens. It ended up with them having a chance at victory.

Master Forrest had been quietly waiting at the start, but he got more and more excited
as he thought about it. He could not help but look at Elder Maurice and say, “Elder
Maurice, you must know a lot about your own alchemists. Do you think Claude will be
able to get the Green Phoenix Fruit?”

Elder Maurice knew that Master Forrest was incredibly pleased, but he could not just
remain silent, since it would make him seem nervous. He lightly snorted and answered,
‘I do know about my own alchemists, but alchemy isn’t what’s being tested this time.
Are you telling me you're able to see what’s going to happen?”

Hearing that, Master Forrest let out a smile, “I really can. Bradley will definitely be able
to get a Green Phoenix Fruit! As for Conrad, he should be able to as well!”

Master Forrest was clearly not sure if Conrad would be able to win, but he still said it in
determination. Elder Maurice felt a little speechless at that.

Everyone waited for the results. Claude’s results were incredibly important. If he
successfully managed to get a Green Phoenix Fruit, then Phoenix Valley's victory would
be assured.

Phoenix Valley and Sky Peak Pavilion had a win each under their belts, so the third
stage was pivotal in determining the winner. Even though everyone tried their best to
control their emotions, they were still unable to hide their nervousness.

After winning the second stage, Master Forrest’s once extinguished enthusiasm soared
again. He looked like he was about to soar into the sky as he constantly uttered some
unpleasant words. However, he had already pushed away all those emotions. He
merely stared at the door in anticipation, eagerly waiting for the result.




Probably because the atmosphere had been far too tense, or maybe because he felt
like he was being ignored, but Jameson suddenly shouted out, “Master Forrest, don‘t
worry. There’s no way he’ll get a Green Phoenix Fruit. Just look at how he was when he
went in. He doesn’t really have a plan at all. I'll definitely do better than he did. During
the second round, my results were much better than his. The third round will be the
same!”

After he said that, Jameson straightened his back as if no one on the Hestia Continent
could beat him.

Everyone looked at Jameson when he uttered those words. Jackie frowned slightly, that
guy was getting too pleased with himself. Ever since he won in the second stage, he
had let it get to his head. He was even able to say something as blindly confident as
that.

Elder Maurice looked at Conrad with a steely look on his face, resisting the urge to rush
over and slap him. Mr. Zayne frowned, really wanting to mock Conrad, but not saying
anything in the end.

Master Forrest glanced at Conrad. He felt the same way as everyone else, that Conrad
had let it get to his head. However, having confidence was a good thing, and Conrad
might actually have a perfect plan to get the Green Phoenix Fruit.

With that in mind, Master Forrest reached out and patted Conrad on the shoulder, “It's
good that you're this confident, but you have to be careful. Even if you've already
planned everything out, you have to move carefully and not make any mistakes.”

Those words sounded fine, but Conrad felt like Master Forrest was saying that because
he was not that confident in him. Conrad was brimming with confidence at that moment,
so he naturally got angry when he felt Elder Maurice looking down on him.
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Conrad held his head slightly higher and said, “I'll definitely be careful, you don’t have to
worry. There won’t be any mistakes, I'll definitely get the Green Phoenix Fruit. My plan
is perfect. After all, the phoenix is being tied by a chain. All | have to do is...”

Conrad did not manage to finish his words when he was stopped by Master Forrest,
“Shut up. You can‘t break the rules like this. Even if you already have your plans all
figured out, you can'’t reveal it prematurely and affect the results of others!”

Conrad's face stiffened, realizing that he had slipped up a little. Thankfully, Master
Forrest stopped him, or he would actually have revealed his plans.

If someone else heard his plan and followed it accordingly, everyone would be able to
get their hands on the fruit.




Conrad hurriedly nodded, “You're right!”

As he said that, there was a glint in Conrad’s eyes. He was full of confidence as if any
problems would not be hard at all for him to deal with.

Master Forrest’s lips twitched speechlessly. He felt like Conrad was being overconfident
at that moment. If he had not stopped Conrad earlier, Conrad would really have blurted
everything out. However, Master Forrest was very happy with Conrad’s current state,
and he was a bit more confident. He had not been that confident in Conrad during the
second stage, but Conrad had proven his abilities with his skills.

It had changed Master Forrest’s views on Conrad. Even if Conrad rendered him
speechless, it did not change his confidence in Conrad.

Compared to Master Forrest's calm attitude, Elder Maurice was in a completely different
state. Elder Maurice had his eyebrows furrowed at that moment, his mood was at its
lowest point. His eyes would constantly dart toward Conrad.

Various thoughts flashed in his head. The more confident Conrad was, the worse he
felt. After all, Conrad had been a key factor in the second stage. If Conrad had not
refined a Three Suns Pill, the second stage would have been theirs. After all, Jackie had
performed too well. However, Conrad managed to turn the tables at the very last
moment.

With how confident Conrad was, Elder Maurice started to worry. He was worried that
the results would end up like the second stage, and be overturned because of Conrad.
No matter how good Jackie’s results were, it would be useless.

Elder Maurice got more and more worried as he thought about it. It was not just Elder
Maurice who felt that way. Even Mr. Zayne was looking at Conrad with worry. At that
moment, he felt like Conrad was a ticking time bomb that could blow up at any moment.
Then, Phoenix Valley would not be able to gain any advantages.

Mr. Zayne whispered in worry, “Do you think his plan really will be that perfect? Perfect
enough to get the Green Phoenix Fruit?”

Elder Maurice sighed as he said helplessly, “Even though this brat looks like he’s just
bragging, we can’t make any conclusions at the moment.”




