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Chris pulled out his weapon. It was a golden blade that had a reddish-gold python with
its mouth open engraved on it. He held the sword in his right hand as he looked at
Souza coldly.

Edward pulled out his weapon as well-a pair of icy blue gloves. Those gloves were
made of celestial silk and had a blue glow to them.

Both men stood in front of Souza.

Souza went wide-eyed in disbelief when they pulled out their weapons. These two were
going to work together to kill him?

He had been planning on allying with Edward to kill Chris and even tried to figure out
what to say to Edward. His plans were ruined!

Everyone knew the grudge between them, yet they had actually put those grudges
aside to face him. It was unbelievable!

Of course, two people working together to kill an opponent was something common in
slaughter gambits. After entering the isolated space, quite a few of the ten participants
were planning on doing that. Still, Souza could not shake off how odd this cooperation
seemed.

There were usually conditions for working together. First of all, they needed to be facing
someone who was incredibly strong that they could not just defeat alone. No matter
what, Souza had some self-awareness. With his skills, he was no match for either of
them in single combat, so they did not need to work together to kill him.

In the first place, they were not that friendly with each other, so the fact that they were
working together meant that there was something they agreed on!

Souza’s lips twitched as he spoke, “The two of you want to work together to kill me?”

Souza was internally speechless. He felt more and more confused, but neither Chris nor
Edward were in the mood to explain anything to him.

It might have been Jackie’s expression from earlier that had instigated them. The two of
them were completely set on dealing with the hidden expert first before they properly
tortured Jackie. They wanted to show Jackie his place!




Chris was the first to rush forward. He formed many golden seals with his hands, and a
golden python appeared behind him. That golden python had countless runes circling it.
Its bloody mouth was wide open, looking just like the carving.

Souza immediately recognized Chris’ technique, it was the Consuming Slash, an upper
earth rank technique. Even among upper earth rank techniques, it stood at its peak. It
could even rival some lower ultimate god rank technique!

It was due to certain restrictions that the Consuming Slash had been designated as an
upper earth rank technique, but its power could not be underestimated.

Souza felt a chill in his heart at the sight. He was going crazy!

Edward followed closely behind Chris. His icy blue gloves started to glow as runes
started to dance around Edward like lively spirits. Three ice pillars appeared in front of
Edward.

Souza’s jaw hung open in shock. “Ice Breaker!”

Ice Breaker, too, was an upper earth rank technique, around the same level as the
Consuming Slash. It was hard to tell who was stronger from the attacks they were
using!

Seeing that the two of them were really attacking him at the same time, Souza almost
bit his tongue in panic. He was not even thinking about retaliating. After all, he was
already no match for either of them alone, let alone facing both of them.

He turned around and ran without any hesitation and frantically used up all of his true
energy, not forgetting to summon a shield to protect him. However, Souza was not as
fast as Chris and Edward. They were not that far apart in the first place.

In just a few moments, the two of them caught up.
Souza only heard a breeze before two dense killing intents surged from behind him.

Even though he felt that they were right behind him, he did not even dare to look back.
He was worried that he would lose the courage to even run away if he did!
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Chris smirked and thrust his sword forward. The golden python opened its venomous
mouth wide and bit right at Souza.

Edward’s three ice pillars followed behind it, and two techniques fell on Souza’s back at
the same time.




Jackie heard a loud bang.

Souza did not even have the chance to cry out in agony before he was blown up in the
air. Right after that, the explosion from the two techniques launched shockwaves,
causing another massive explosion as a crater formed on the ground.

Souza suffered a pitiful fate as these two techniques disintegrated him instantly. He did
not even have a corpse left behind. Looking at the scene, Chris still did not relax at all.
Instead, he frowned.

He turned to look at Edward and noticed that he had a serious expression, too.

Chris could not help but say, “This is weird. Why didn’t he fight back? With his skills, he
should’ve at least stood a chance to survive if he fought back; that's why | used all my
power. It seemed like we’'d gone overboard. | didn’t even need you to kill him... *

Saying that, Chris’ expression greatly soured. A thought surfaced in his mind that he did
not want to acknowledge.

At that moment, they heard a gust of wind behind them, and Edward suddenly turned
back.

At some point, Jackie had arrived behind him. The moment he turned around, Jackie’'s
sword struck!

A gray slash went right for his chest. Edward felt a chill in his heart, suddenly
understanding everything. He was incredibly experienced in combat, so despite the
sudden attack that came his way, he reacted instantly.

He formed seals with his hands, and countless ice pillars formed around him, turning
into a shield of ice that protected him completely.

Chris chose that moment to strike. He struck out again, and the golden python widened
its mouth to bite at the gray slash. The gray slash clashed with the golden python!

Chris heard a shatter, and the python was cut in half. The slash did not slow down and
continued to head for the ice shield!

With a sizzle, it seemed to burn through the ice as a hole suddenly formed in the shield.
Even though the slash’s momentum had slowed down significantly, a small fraction of
its power remained.

After melting through the ice, it sliced right into Edward’s chest!

Edward let out a cry of agony as he spat out a mouthful of blood. The true energy in his
body ran wild, and he could no longer control himself as he fell to the ground. However,




the energy that pierced Edward’s chest had been greatly diminished due to the ice
shield blocking a lot of the power.

It still ate Edward’s soul, his injuries stabilized after he swiftly used his true energy to
block Destroying the Void, disallowing his soul from being consumed entirely. Even
though he collapsed on the floor, he ignored the immense pain as he frantically
retrieved a pill from his storage space and used it.

On the other hand, Chris rapidly retreated in the air. When he saw that Jackie was no
longer attacking, he landed three meters away from Edward.

At that moment, Chris’ expression was incredibly sour, and he looked like he had lost
his whole family in a single night.

Jackie raised an eyebrow, slowly landing on the ground as well. His earlier strike had
just been a test!
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He had only condensed 30 Soul Swords, but it was equivalent to the first stage of
mastery.

Using the first stage of Destroying the Void, he had stood up to Chris and Edward’s full
might. Jackie deliberately leaked out some killing intent so Chris and Edward had the
chance to react.

He did so because he wanted to test how powerful 30 Soul Swords would be, but he
was left with only disappointment. He had thought that he would be able to kill off
Edward instantly with that attack, but not only had Edward survived, but he even
managed to consume a pill to stabilize his injuries.

He could feel the power of Destroying the Void left in Edward’s body being forcefully
suppressed. Even though it was still eating at Edward’s soul, the speed of consumption
was much slower.

Jackie sighed as he shook his head in disappointment.

He had thought that an upper ultimate god rank technique would be unstoppable
against the two of them, even at the first stage. The reality displeased him.

If Chris knew of Jackie’s thoughts at that moment, he would have spat out blood in
anger.




At that moment, Chris’ mood was in disarray. He was not willing to believe everything
that had happened, but he was forced to.

Both he and Edward had misjudged the situation. The hidden expert had not been
Souza but Jackie all along. Chris could not accept that fact at all.

What was Jackie?
Was he not just an alchemist?
How was Jackie so strong?!

He was using an upper earth rank technique. Consuming Slash could even be
considered a slightly weaker lower ultimate god rank technique.

Based on what he knew, the Ice Breaker that Edward used was about equal to his
technique. They were both upper earth rank techniques close to ultimate god rank!

After feeling Jackie’s killing intent, both Chris and Edward reacted immediately. He had
first struck out and used a lot of power in his Consuming Slash. It was not at his full
strength, but there was still 90 percent of his power.

Edward had erected his ice pillars in front of him.

Chris was certain that Edward had used his full might to block Jackie’s attack, but
Edward was still hit in the end.

When his Consuming Slash clashed against Jackie’s technique, it was slashed in half
instantaneously and quickly went through Edward’s defenses. There was even enough
power left to pierce into Edward’s body, causing Edward to collapse on the ground,
injured.

The scene replayed in Chris’ mind in a loop. His lips twitched, and even the muscles on
his face contorted. He felt like his heart was about to explode.

Chris took a deep breath as he gritted his teeth and said with reddened eyes, “So it was
you! | can’t believe it really is you! You put on such a good act. You fooled everyone!”

When he said that, Chris felt like spitting out blood. He did not want to see reality at all.

The hidden expert was actually Jackie, whom he belittled and ridiculed.

He had thought that Jackie was just an ant that he could kill at any moment, but Jackie
had proven to be a lion that was at the helm of them all. Even though he did not want to
admit the truth at all, Chris knew that he was no match for Jackie alone. Otherwise, he




would not have worked with Edward against Souza. It was precisely because they were
not completely confident that they worked together to kill the hidden expert.

They just never expected that their guess would be so drastically wrong!

Jackie’s sneak attack landed, causing Edward to not even be able to open his eyes as
he used all of his true energy to suppress his internal injuries.

Jackie’s lips twitched in exasperation as he let out a small laugh. “This again. All of you
keep saying that | lied to all of you. Why don’t you just admit that something was wrong
with your own eyes? I've never put on an act, you just didn’t believe me!”
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Those words caused Chris‘ mouth to freeze.

In his mind, he could not help but recall everything that had happened.

In the waiting area, Chris thought that Jackie was challenging him by sitting next to him,
which displeased him. That was why Chris had mocked Jackie on the spot, but all
along, Jackie was not afraid at all.

For anything that he said, he would shoot back with something 10 times harsher. At the
time, he thought that Jackie did not know his place and that he was a lunatic. He
thought that Jackie was just recklessly arrogant without thinking about the
consequences.

It seemed like reality was far different from what he expected.

It was not that Jackie did not know his place, but that he had absolute confidence in
himself. He had never regarded Chris as a threat at all, which was why Jackie was so
nonchalant, not even sparing him any dignity.

The mere thought had Chris enraged beyond relief and coughing cough violently.

Jackie raised an eyebrow and said, “You’re all so incredibly strange. | was clearly just
acting and speaking like I'm supposed to, but all of you thought | was crazy. Luther said
that, and David said that too. The two of you probably think so as well...”

Saying that, Jackie could not help but let out a slight laugh. “You two probably think that
only the White Marsh Continent and the Chaos Continent can produce masters, and all
other alchemists are trash, right?”




Chris wanted to refute, wanting to say that indeed, only these two continents could
produce prodigies, but he was coughing so violently that he could not say a thing!

The truth was slapping him in the face at that moment!

Jackie let out a scoff as he continued, “You said that you wanted to have me begging
for mercy, that you'd have me on the verge of death. Do you know how amused | was
hearing you say all of that?”

Chris’ face started to redden. He had never been so thoroughly embarrassed in his
entire life. He really did say all of that, and he did mean it all. That was because he had
never thought that Jackie would be stronger than him!

Alas, his thoughts were nothing but a mere joke in the end. He had used 90 percent of
his strength, and Edward had defended with all his power, but they failed to completely
stop Jackie’s attack!

Just from that alone, it was obvious that Jackie even had the potential to fight them two
against one. They had vastly underestimated Jackie!

At that moment, Chris felt immensely afflicted.

The crowd in the viewing area grew rowdy right after Jackie’s sudden attack.
Someone loudly said, “His strength is absurd! Is this the power of a lower ultimate god
rank technique? He managed to fight one against two so easily and managed to injure
Edward, too. I'm certain that Jackie has mastered his technique to the second level, or

he’d never be that strong!”

“If he’s already at that level, then Jackie’s skills would be a little horrifying. Even chosen
disciples from ninth-grade clans won’tbe able to stand up against Jackie!”

“Most of the chosen disciples from ninth-grade clans would be no match for Jackie, only
a few of them who are at the top rankings could!”

“He’s terrifying... He’s so scary! | never expected to see a battle of his level in the
slaughter gambit!”
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Upon hearing others saying that Jackie could fight two people on his own, the disciples
of the Purple Cloud Pavilion lost their composure. The reality was in front of them, and
they had to admit Jackie’s skills were overwhelming. However, that did not mean that
others could flatter him without limits!




The more Jackie was praised, the lesser it made Chris look.
Those people were naturally unwilling to see that!

One of the chosen disciples from the Purple Cloud Pavilion said loudly, “You’re all
shameless with your words. You actually think that Jackie can fight one against two?
Have you gone blind? Didn’t you see that Jackie’s attack had been a sneak attack?
Chris and Edward had to defend themselves in a hurry and didn’t show much of their
skills at all. That's why Jackie managed to get a slight advantage. You don’t understand
anything, but you’re being so reckless with your words! What a joke!”

The moment that person said that, everyone frowned, but no one dared to fight back.
After all, what the chosen disciple said did have some merit. Jackie did launch a sneak
attack, and Chris and Edward definitely reacted in a hurry.

No one knew how much of their true power the two of them had used!

The disciples of the Unbreaking Pavilion and Compass Pavilion looked incredibly grim
at that moment.

Jackie shattered their impressions repeatedly.

At that moment, they did not have the heart to listen to the discussions around them. As
warriors of the Hestia Continent, they knew very well what Jackie’s skills represented.
Even the top chosen disciple from the Scarlet Pavilion, the only ninth- grade clan in
Hestia Continent, would be no match for Jackie, let alone them!

Quite a few of the disciples from those two clans started to regret ever making an
enemy out of Jackie.

If Jackie managed to survive this easily, then the two clans would be in for a world of
trouble!

One of the inner disciples from the Unbreaking Pavilion said with a conflicted look,
“‘Even though Jackie’s an enemy, we can’t ignore the truth. We have to redo all our
plans. Let’s not provoke Jackie for the moment, and don’t provoke the disciple next to
Jackie either... What we need to do right now is to distance ourselves from them...”

“‘Even though we can’t have any private fights in the middle city, Jackie could always
fight us in public matches if he wanted to. We'd have no way to do anything about that!”

His words hit the point right on the mark. The other disciples around him nodded.

With the situation as it was, they had no way of following Grayson’s orders for the
moment; they had to keep themselves safe.




After this, they would discuss their plans with Grayson when they met him.

In the betting area, Rudy idly looked up at Jackie calmly facing the other two on the
massive scroll. Of course, he believed in Jackie’s skills. He was just a bit worried before
the slaughter gambit started.

He trusted Jackie regardless and believed in every decision Jackie made. It seemed like
his confidence in Jackie had not been for naught.

Jackie’s skills really did back it up!

Meanwhile, Evan’s face was completely ashen. He had an incredibly dark look on his
face, looking like he was someone who was about to die.

What happened to Trevor had been too cruel. He was even hoping that Trevor’s death
would come swiftly so he would not have to suffer all that pain anymore.

With the situation, even if Jackie ended up dying with Chris and Edward and Trevor
ended up winning, there was no way Trevor could survive after being sent back!




