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A Painful Scream 

Ayami slept first in the guestroom and woke up when it was already dinner time. 

She stretched her arms and did a small warm up. 

After sleeping for the whole day, she felt refreshed but her stomach was empty. 

“Are you awake yet, sleeping beauty?” 

Kayden asked as soon as he opened the door. “Someone is here to pick you up.” 

It must be Marie. Ayami thought. 

It was time to leave the happy moments and start to get serious. It was also a 

perfect timing as she had already recovered from the wounds she suffered the other 

day. “I have to leave now. Actually, I was just going to stay here for a day.” 

They went down to the sitting room. Inside the sitting room was Alfred and Marie. 

Ayami was wondering what Alfred was doing here, but she thought that he must be 

here for Kayden. 

“Young miss.” Marie smiled sweetly at her, but her eyes were vigilant as she was 

in an unknown territory. The most she was wary of was Alfred. She couldn’t even 

read this man as she conversed with him while waiting for the young miss. 

“Mr. Kayden, thank you for taking care of our young miss these past few days. We 

brought some gifts in token of our appreciation.” Marie showed him the gifts she 

brought while maintaining a courteous distance. 

“There was no need for this, but thank you anyways.” Kayden smiled 

perfunctorily. 

“Then we have bothered you for long enough, we will be taking our leave.” 

“Let me see you out.” 

They were both smiling and looked like they were getting along with each other, 

but actually they were checking each other out. 

Are you even worthy of our young miss? 



Then, the atmosphere changed when Alfred and Kayden switched places. With a 

straight face, he spoke towards Marie. “You have not really bothered us, in fact we 

welcome your beloved young miss with open arms. We would like it if you visit us 

often.” 

The tension in the air increased, but Marie was still calmly smiling. 

“Yes, when the young miss have time, she will visit you.” Marie spoke for Ayami 

like a spokesperson. 

“You two get along well. But Marie, we have to go.” Ayami impatiently spoke. 

“The young miss has some business to attend to, so we will be taking our leave.” 

The four of them left the room and went outside, where a car was parked. 

Sebastian was also there, seemingly waiting for them. He bowed ninety degrees 

after seeing the four of them. 

“We apologize for letting you see an unsightly thing on your first day of stay here. 

We’ll make sure it won’t happen again.” Then after that Sebastian took his leave. 

“I’ll be taking my leave.” After saying their goodbyes, the car left Golden Hills 

Residence. 

Marie was the one driving the car. They didn’t head home, instead they went back 

to the warehouse. Fortunately, there weren’t any pursuers on the way home. 

Ayami wore a mask that covered her whole face. They then entered the warehouse, 

which was guarded by hundreds of men. 

The men confirmed that he was part of the unknown organization that Yanna was 

talking about, but as he was low-ranked, they couldn’t find any useful information. 

All they could find out was the content of his mission and the basic information. 

Ayami expected that finding information from a tight lipped organization is 

difficult. 

But she knew that there were still some more the man wasn’t telling them. 

Facing the man who was terribly worned out from torture, Ayami frowned. 



“I told you… I don’t have any more I can give you…” The man, whose name was 

John, spoke. Poor John didn’t know what his fate awaits if he continues to be like 

this. 

Ayami couldn’t believe she would be the one who would personally interrogate. 

A painful scream reverberated throughout the warehouse that night. 
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The Leader 

Ayami was in a good mood after she woke up. She slept at a hotel since she didn’t 

want to go home or get back to her dorm. She was all alone in the room, with no 

one to protect her. 

Ayami gave the phone the stalker gave her to Marie, so that she could use it to 

investigate. 

She had her breakfast and ate merrily. She was all lax all day and waited for time 

to pass. 

“At 10 PM, it will start. It would happen in Crimson Hotel. Where should we 

meet?” Hailey, the one who she blackmailed messaged her last night. She just 

replied after a good night’s sleep. “I’ll be waiting at the lounge.” 

She also picked Crimson Hotel after she read her messages. 

And so, she did all the various things the hotel could offer and played around all 

day. While doing so, she also went to gather some information, until it was already 

9:30 PM. 

Apparently, a masquerade party was going to happen at the top floor, which was 

made for large events. Only the ones invited could enter. 

Ayami prepared herself and changed her clothes. She wore a short wig, a simple 

white mask that covered her entire face, and a black suit. It was better to disguise 

myself as a male right now. 

“Ahem. Hello, hello.” Ayami tried to test her voice. She tried to make it deeper, 

but not awkward. Her voice was fine and she won’t probably get found out. 



Finally, after she finished her preparation, she went down the lounge and waited 

for Hailey to arrive. 

Fifteen minutes later, Hailey arrived and was looking around, looking for someone. 

She realized that she didn’t really know what their appearance was so she sent a 

message to that guy. “Where are you?” 

“Near the emergency exit.” Hailey hurriedly went to the emergency exit. There she 

saw an enthralling man wearing a white mask with a dignified aura. She couldn’t 

believe that this man was her blackmailer. 

“Invitation?” A smooth and seductive voice came out of the man’s mouth. With 

just his voice alone, it was enough for her legs to weaken. 

Hailey scurried and took out a black invitation card from her bag. She handed it to 

the man, shyly. 

“Then, let’s go.” The man offered his elbow like a gentleman, while Hailey 

dazedly took it. Then as she touched the man’s arm, she felt like a shock 

electrocuted her. 

What is wrong with me today? Hailey thought. 

They both proceeded to the venue and showed the invitation card, then they 

entered and sat to the farthest seat away from the front as it was the one reserved 

for them. 

They waited for the event to start. They had to wait thirty more minutes before the 

event started. All of the people were seated in their respective places. 

Hailey was nervously fidgeting on her seat, while secretly glancing at the calm and 

elegant man beside her. She glanced one more time again and this time, their eyes 

met. Hailey immediately looked away, while her heart was beating rapidly like 

there were some people in there drumming. 

Ayami, who was just there not thinking about anything in particular, felt that 

Hailey kept looking at her. But when their eyes met, she immediately looked away, 

which made Ayami think that she was being weird. 

Soon after, they entered the main event. The host spoke merrily and welcomed a 

man. 



“Now then, let us welcome the leader of the gang! Mr. Heisman!” 

What? The guy who always hid himself was now showing himself? 

A familiar looking man stepped on the podium. Ayami was so surprised that she 

almost fell off her chair. 

What was he doing here? 

That guy… was her former fiance’s uncle. He was also one of Cole’s long list of 

enemies. The gears on her head started spinning. 

“I thank you all for gathering under my request…” Ayami didn’t bother to listen to 

the formalities. 

“I have news for you. The leadership will now be passed…” 

Her hands clenched tightly to the point it went pale. That can’t be! Was I too late? 

“…To my dearest son, Devin Heisman. Although it is not this year, I hope 

everyone will support my decision.” 

The people inside the venue murmured to themselves. This was too sudden! 
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Revenge 

Ayami heaved a sigh of relief, the outcome was okay. A few moments later, after 

the leader finished his speech, the event ended and everyone was now free to go 

home. 

Ayami stood up and immediately stood up, while Hailey was saddened as the man 

had already vanished. 

Ayami quickly finished changing back to her own clothes. She checked the time 

and it was now 11:42 PM. 

Then, all of a sudden her battery died. Ayami scratched her head, she forgot to 

charge it. Oh well, I’ll just take a walk. But she didn’t know that she would regret 

her decision. 



At the same time, Marie received a message from the phone Ayami gave her. 

“Are you ready for your final moments?” 

Time Left: 17m 12s 

Marie’s eyes widened in surprise. She had to contact the young miss! 

Marie tried contacting the young miss but to no avail. She couldn’t reach her 

phone. 

“The young miss! We need to go to the young miss!” Marie screamed desperately. 

She ordered the men to prepare the car. But there was a problem. The cars they 

were supposed to use were sabotaged. 

“Isn’t there any vehicle we could use?” 

“Ma’am, we found a working motorcycle.” 

Marie immediately grabbed a helmet and rode the motorcycle. She drove at max 

speed so that she would be able to reach the young miss in time, but she was too 

far away. 

Ting! 

“How unfortunate that you’ll be meeting with your young miss’ cold and lifeless 

body. Ayami Gardner is destined to die.” 

As she was driving, Marie could not see the message that they sent. 

Meanwhile, Celine, Rina, Yanna, Allina and all of Ayami’s close people, 

simultaneously received a link for a live broadcast. 

“Hm? What’s this?” They all clicked that link and what they saw was Ayami, 

happily walking by the roadside in the middle of the night. She was even skipping, 

as if unaware of the dangers she was in. 

“What the heck is this?” Celine had a bad feeling after seeing the live broadcast. 

She went and call Ayami’s parents and they too received a notification. They don’t 

know what was happening and why they were shown a live broadcast of Ayami. 



However, they instinctively thought that Ayami was in danger. But first, they 

needed to find her location first. 

Meanwhile, not far away from Ayami, a girl the same age as her was wearing a 

black coat, was watching her. 

In her eyes, was an intense bloodlust and a desire to kill. A desire to kill the 

woman who killed her beloved sister, Nina. 

A few days ago, her sister went missing. She tried searching everywhere but, 

unfortunately no matter how hard she worked, she couldn’t find her sister. 

Then one day, a strange person barged into her home, saying that her sister was 

already killed. Her brain stopped functioning and her heart dropped as soon as she 

heard the words that her sister was already dead. 

At first, she convinced herself that it was a lie. But after seeing her sister’s dead 

body, she had no choice but to believe the strange person. 

The strange person also said that she knew who killed her sister and she will help 

her get revenge on that person. 

And that person who killed her sister, was now in front of her. That is why she got 

a tattoo on her neck; A skull with roses and thorny vines. 

The plan was simple: once they got near the intersection, she would send a signal 

then stab Ayami, then push her to a speeding car. 

But unexpectedly, Ayami turned around as if she knew she was following her. 

That was right, since earlier, right after she left the hotel, Ayami knew that she was 

being watched and followed. “What do you want?” 
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You Lost, Ayami 

The girl was surprised, but she remained composed, until… 

The girl started running towards her. If there was one thing she could boast about, 

that was her fast speed. 



The girl ran fast, so fast that Ayami wasn’t able to keep up, and then she stabbed 

her. Ayami tried to block it with her hand, but unfortunately, she wasn’t fast 

enough to do that. It stunned Ayami, as she didn’t expect that the girl would 

suddenly attack her. 

Splurt… 

Blood spurted out of her abdomen, before Ayami could even react, the girl pushed 

her away. 

As planned, a speeding car passed through them and hit Ayami’s body. Her body 

flew away from the impact and rolled and rolled until she hit a wall. 

There was no one who would be able to survive that… 

But still she checked. Ayami was slowly losing her life. It should be fine, if she left 

her alone now. 

Finally, she got her revenge! 

The girl hopped onto the car and they immediately left the scene. 

Meanwhile, the live broadcast finally ended and everything was deleted. Everyone 

who watched it was shocked. Their heads remain blank for a long time. 

W-Was Ayami killed? 

After a long while, they snapped out of it and hurriedly left their homes to check. 

Marie, who just arrived at the scene, was way too late. 

“Young Miss! Young Miss!” 

Tears were streaming down her face as she saw her young miss’ body laying on the 

ground bloody and lifeless. 

“No,no,no! This can’t be happening! This can’t be happening! Wake up, young 

miss!” Marie screamed and shook her body. 

But no matter how many times she screams, the young miss’ she once served 

would never wake up again. 



One by one, Ayami’s close people arrived at the scene. They could not believe it. 

They could not believe that Ayami was already dead. 

Soon, the ambulance and police arrived. All of her close people were devastated, 

they could not believe that Ayami was really dead. 

They couldn’t even find the culprit as the only evidence has been deleted they have 

no more evidence to show. 

*** 

“Have you finished your mission?” 

The masked person asked the girl in front, swirling the wine glass in their hands. 

“Yes, I have successfully eliminated the target.” The masked person smiled 

underneath their mask after hearing her response. They nodded their heads, 

satisfied by the turn of events. 

They looked at the time left. 

Time Left: 3s 

“You lost, Ayami.” The masked person laughed until they choked. 

They then turned on the news channel and waited for the news report about the ‘hit 

and run’ case of Ayami. 

Breaking News: Just in, the eldest daughter of the Gardner family was stabbed and 

hit by a car. It is unfortunate, but she was reported as dead on arrival. 

Ayami’s face was plastered in front of the screen. 

“You are truly an unfortunate girl, Ayami.” 

The masked person laughed again. They achieved their goal. Now then, the next 

target would be her… 

Before this world collapses, they must finish everything. 
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A New Beginning 

It felt like the world slowed down, as life flashed before her eyes. This has 

happened before. Yes, she was dying, once again. 

It was unfortunate. 

She was still not yet done and she had to die. She was filled with grief and regret. 

Maybe, she shouldn’t have been so focused on revenge. Maybe, she should have 

just spent her time enjoying her peaceful life with her friends. 

But a part of her didn’t want that. She still wanted to fulfill her promise to herself. 

To slay the one who made her life miserable. 

It wasn’t Yanna who did it, but someone else. An existence she didn’t know about, 

an existence that didn’t exist in her past life. 

And finally, she reached a conclusion, it was that stalker of hers who made her life 

miserable. 

She still didn’t know who they were or find out even at least one strand of their 

hair. 

It was like she was fighting an unknown, an indescribable existence. 

Ayami blinked her eyes, and there she saw on the girl’s neck the mark she was 

familiar with, yet the design was different. 

As the girl pushed her, she saw a blinding light on the corner of her eye. It was a 

car speeding up to her. It was gonna hit her. 

It would probably be painful. But that pain was nothing compared to the 

experience she suffered and the bitter regret she was feeling right now. 

I’m scared. Ayami thought, as a surge of what-ifs questions flooded her mind. 

As the car hit her, she felt her bones cracking, blood gushing out of her, while the 

world slowly turned around like a hand in the clock. 

Am I dying? 



As soon as that question popped up, the world completely stood still. Every 

movement in the world stopped, every noise was quieted down, and everything 

was motionless. 

She blinked her eyes, and then she saw the bright night sky. Then she blinked them 

again, she wanted to rub her eyes as all she could see was red. She desperately 

tried to see the beautiful night sky one more time. She squinted her eyes and then 

she saw… a cracked world. 

Crack! 

Under the thousand stars twinkling in the sky, was the strange woman she met in 

her dreams, walking towards her with an umbrella in her hand. The Guide. 

“You died really early this time. Should I say this is a new record.” The guide 

spoke, chuckling at the pathetic state Ayami was reduced in. “A truly unfortunate 

child, they say. Heh, they were really right.” 

Ayami could not understand what the guide was talking about. The guide then 

examined her, before nodding her head. 

“I warned you, didn’t I? You should lay low for a while.” The guide sneered at her, 

looking like she was mocking her existence. “Well, you have always been stubborn 

so it can’t be helped.” 

“Let’s go.” Ayami felt like her soul had been taken by the reaper. 

“Remember, this is your last chance. Don’t screw it up.” The guide said as she did 

something to her. 

What do you mean? 

Since earlier, Ayami could not understand her. But then, scenes started to flash 

before her. 

“As a bonus, I’ll show you a few years of the aftermath.” 

The first scene was her in a hospital, with her family and friends crying. Then, the 

next, was her funeral. Her close people still couldn’t get over her death. Then, a 

year passed, then another, and then another, until… 



Everything blacked out. Ayami could only wait, waiting until a light of hope shone 

over her. Her wait didn’t last long as a beacon of hope shone over her. 

And thus, a new beginning has been created. 

 
 


