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Suddenly, a car zoomed past Tawan, narrowly avoiding ramming into him. With his fast
reflexes, he was able to boost himself with one hand, sliding across the hood of the car.
By the time he reached the other side, the silver van was already merging into the traffic. It
would be impossible to catch up to it using his own two legs.
He looked around frantically before spotting a taxi. Rushing over to hail it, he slid inside and
pointed at the van. “Follow that silver van!”
The taxi driver twisted around to glance at him. He was obviously reluctant to help when he
realized Tawan was a foreigner. “Just tell me where you want to go.”

Tawan handed over a wad of cash, pleading, “Just follow that van! I’ll give you however
much you want.”
The taxi driver eyed the money, estimating that it was around one thousand or so. What
even more tempting was that it seemed like Tawan had more. That’s a lot of money! At
most, I earn around two to three hundred a day.
In the end, his greed won out. Snatching the money, he slammed on the gas pedal. “You
better keep your promise! By the way, why are you chasing after that van anyway?”
“My friend is in there.”
“Oh.”

Tawan’s eyes were glued to the van. Every now and then, he would urge the driver to go
faster.

“Don’t worry. I won’t lose them.” The driver replied confidently. He had been driving taxis for
over twenty years. His driving skills were top-notch.
The constant demands from customers who were in a hurry had led to him perfecting the art
of overtaking other vehicles.
Soon, they were leaving the busy city center behind and moving onto the highways.
The driver glanced at Tawan, taking in the anxiety on his face. Not knowing how long this
would take, he stated, “If I manage to catch up to them, you’ll have to pay me ten
thousand.”
Tawan did not even hesitate in agreeing.
“You’ll keep your word, right?” The driver was worried Tawan would go back on his promise
once they managed to catch up to the van.
Tawan gazed at him for a moment before unclasping his watch and tossing it on the
dashboard. “As long as you don’t lose them, this watch is yours. It’s worth five hundred
thousand.”
“F-Five hundred thousand!” The driver glanced over quickly before asking suspiciously,
“You’re not lying to me, are you?”
“I never lie.” Tawan stated firmly with a serious expression on his face. Since he also looked
rather decent, the taxi driver decided to take a chance. “Okay.”
For the money!
The taxi gradually neared the van. However, by that point, they were already on the
outskirts of town.
Eventually, the van stopped at an abandoned building. The men dragged Zong Yanxi and
Zhuang Zijin out of the vehicle before bringing them inside the building.
One of the men called Li Xiaohui. “We’ve got them.”
“Okay. Proceed with the plan.” Li Xiaohui was standing by a window. Nan Cheng, who was
also present, came over and queried, “Have they done it?”

“Yes.” Li Xiaohui nodded.
Nan Cheng excused himself by saying, “I need to use the restroom.”
“Go ahead.” Li Xiaohui made her way over to the couch and sat down. She was eager to
hear the good news.
Nan Cheng’s plan had been simple – kill off Zong Yanxi. With her out of the equation, there
would be nobody to snatch Jiang Mohan away from Li Xiaohui.
But this was only part of Nan Cheng’s full plan.
He entered the restroom but did not actually use the facilities. Instead, he dialed Jiang
Mohan’s number. What happened next was the most crucial part of his plan.
When Jiang Mohan finds out that Li Xiaohui is trying to kill Zong Yanxi, he’ll rush to her
rescue. Then, she’ll definitely be incredibly grateful to him and change her opinion of him!
Yet the call refused to connect.
What Nan Cheng did not know was that Jiang Mohan had gone to the hospital to undergo
the surgery. Naturally, he had turned off his phone before entering the operating theater.
Starting to feel anxious and panicked, Nan Cheng tried again and again. Still, the calls did
not get through.
If Jiang Mohan can’t go, that means Zong Yanxi is truly in danger! He had not told Li
Xiaohui about this part of the plan, so there was no way she would hold back.
The only reason he had used Li Xiaohui was to make things appear authentic, but that was
coming back to bite him in the ass now.
Oh no!
He rushed out of the building and sped for his car.
I have to get there now!

Meanwhile, Zong Yanxi had been tied to a cement pillar. Since their target was Zong Yanxi,
they did not waste too much time and energy on Zhuang Zijin. There was also the fact that
she was old and could not move around easily. Hence, they tossed her to the floor roughly.
The old woman’s head smashed onto the floor and she fell unconscious.
The men piled some highly flammable objects such as wood and some empty cement bags
together. After that, they emptied a can of gasoline on the pile.
Then, they tossed a burning lighter on the pile before running out of there. Following a small
spark, flames crackled to life, feeding hungrily on the gasoline-drenched materials.
“Grandma!” Zong Yanxi screamed. “Grandma, wake up!”
Bound as she was, she was unable to even move, let alone save her grandmother. All she
could do was hope her shouting would wake the old woman up. Zhuang Zijin was not tied
up, which meant she could escape.
Her thoughts were a mess while a cold sweat drenched her entire body. Despair and terror
fought for dominance in her. She did not mind if anything happened to her, but now her
grandmother was involved in this mess as well.
“I’m so sorry… This is all my fault. I’m not able to protect you…”
Tears blurred her vision as guilt clawed at her insides. For a moment, she even forgot about
the flames that were steadily growing larger and hotter.
Thick smoke filled the air, wafting into her nostrils and choking her. She coughed violently.
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“Yanxi!”
Through the smoke, Zong Yanxi vaguely saw someone charging into the building.
Cough cough!
Another bout of harsh coughing shook her body.

Spotting the prone form of Zhuang Zijin on the floor, Tawan bent down to pick her up. Upon
exiting the building, the taxi he came with was nowhere to be found. The driver had sped off
the moment he realized there was trouble brewing.
Tawan placed Zhuang Zijin down on a patch of grass further away from the building. After
that, he dialed the emergency services before dashing into the building again. By then, the
fire was a roaring monster. The stench of burning things clouded the air.
Zong Yanxi was completely surrounded by flames. She was also close to falling
unconscious from all the smoke she had inhaled. At this point, she was just struggling to
hold on to consciousness, trying to see who had saved her grandmother.
“Yanxi!” Disregarding the danger, Tawan threw himself through the flames to get to her.
The smoke had damaged her throat so much that she could hardly speak. Her face was
also flushed from the heat. Lifting her heavy eyelids tiredly, she finally got a good look at
who her rescuer was. Her lips twitched into a small smile as she rasped out, “It’s… you.”

It was then Tawan realized that she was not bound by ropes but by chains. Metallic chains.
Chains that could not be burned off as easily as normal ropes would have.

This is going to be tricky.
He patted her face lightly and reassured her, “Don’t be afraid. I’ll definitely bring you out of
here.”
Her lips were so dry they cracked when she insisted hoarsely, “D-Don’t… mind me. G-Get out
now…”
“I won’t leave you here!” He dashed through the flames to search for something that could
break her chains.
To his immense frustration, he found nothing that he could use. Just as he was wondering
what to do next, he spotted a rusty rebar lying in the grass. It was a little over a meter long.
Snatching it up, he sped back into the building.
When he returned to Zong Yanxi, she was still clinging on to the waking world. Knowing
there was no way she would survive, she croaked, “D-Don’t risk yourself for m-me.”
She did not want to drag him into this mess.
Tawan ignored her, focused on using the rebar to pry open the chains. Unfortunately, that
was easier said than done.
“Get out!” Her voice was as raspy as sandpaper.
The man stilled. Raising a dirty hand, he cradled Zong Yanxi’s face gently as he stared into
her eyes. “I always thought that respecting your decision would be the best thing for you.
But now I realize how wrong I was. Oftentimes, being too involved in something makes us
blind to what’s really the best for us.”
His Adam’s apple bobbed as he swallowed. He continued, “I love you. I truly do. Are you
willing to accept me?”
She gazed back at him. She could see herself reflected in his eyes, as well as the raging
inferno behind her. Everything was so clear.
While she was incredibly touched by his words, she was well aware of her current
predicament.

Tawan pulled her into a hug. It was not that he was taking advantage of her now while she
was helpless. No, it was because he had a revelation when he realized he could not save
her. He had asked himself whether he would have any regrets if she died.
The answer was yes.
Giving up on her even before he fought for her was a major regret. He did not want to live
the rest of his life thinking of what he could have done or what he should have done.
With that thought in mind, he decided it was time to throw caution out the window and fight
for what he wanted.
Pressing his lips to her ear, he murmured, “If we survive this, I hope that you’ll be by my side
as we take on the world together. Are you willing to do so?”
Perhaps it was because she was not exactly in her right state of mind now that his words
touched her so. Or maybe it was because he was able to hug her and say such things even
when they were in danger. Whatever the case, she felt how sincere he was. He was not
pretending right now.
“Okay…” She managed to squeeze out the word with much difficulty.
Somehow, death was not as terrifying when she was being held close to someone else like
this.

