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3 -15 Graduation

The last week of school was uneventful. Tests. Studying. On
the last day, people said goodbye and made plans to see
each other. They had their graduation ceremony, and school
was officially over for the seniors,

Thea and the triplets spent most of their free time with
Xavier that week. They slept in the cell next to him every
night. Thea brought in different types of blood for Xavier to
try. Thea thought the first time drinking blood probably
finished his transition to a vampire because there weren't
any changes in him after that.

“It"s better than the pig's blood,” Xavier said about the
human blood. "It's like a kale smoothie. | know it's good for
me, but it's difficult to get down.”

"You're not gagging on it like werewolf blood,” Alaric said.

“I still have to alter it to get the Life magic out of it," Xavier
said. "The only blood | don't have 1o alter is the Luna’s, and |
don't have to alter the magic and energy she funnels into
me.”

Thea had sensed what was going on when Xavier fed on the
different types of blood. He had to alter the blood to absorb
the Life magic. Like digestion, but magical. He didn't have to
do that with her blood or the energy and magic she funneled
into him. He just absorbed it.

"How much blood do you need to sustain you?” Thea said.



“Without you putting Earth energy into me? | don't know,”
Xavier said. "But with the energy, | don't think | could drink
more than this pint."

“I wonder if it would taste better if you were hungrier. If |
didn't give you the Earth energy,” Thea said.

“I think Alpha Conri got it right,” Xavier said. "Everything
tastes gross compared to your blood.”

“Anyone would devour a kale smoothie if they were hungry
enough,” Thea said. “| wonder if we should test how you do
without the energy.”

Xavier looked scared.
“We won't let you hurt anyone,” Thea said.
He relaxed.

“If he's not going crazy over human blood, and he's repulsed
by werewolf blood, | think we can try letting him out of the
dungeon soon,” Alaric said.

He tensed again.
“l agree,” Thea said.

“¥ou have to leave the dungeon sometime, Zay,” Kai said,
shortening Xavier's name. They had started using the
nickname sometime after they started sleeping next to him
every night. 1

“Start wrapping your mind around the idea,” Conri said.

Thea smiled at the triplets. "Thank you for warming to him



and helping me with him,” she thought.

“As usual, you know best,"” Alaric thought to her. "We need to
go get ready for the party,” he said out loud.

“We probably won't see you again until tomorrow,” Thea
said. "Will you be okay tonight?"

Xavier nodded. "I have Harry Potter to keep me company,”
Xavier said, pointing to the books on his cot.

A few hours later, the School's Out party was in full swing. It
was mostly just New Dawn pack members. Garret Knight
and Misty were the only non-pack members there.

People were dancing and singing karacke, playing games,
and watching movies in the common rooms. A group was
playing spin the bottle. Another group was playing truth or
dare.

Thea, the triplets, Misty, Garret, Alessia, Cassidy, Tessa, and

Lizzy were in the paol playing volleyball. The game ended
when Conri latched onto Thea and wouldn't let go.

“It's been too long,” Conri said.

“I think that's a new record,” Lizzy said. "Twenty minutes
without touching you.”

“He deserves a reward,” Misty said.

Everyone laughed. Conri brushed his lips along his mark on
Thea's shoulder. She shivered. He turned her to face him,
and she wrapped her legs around his waist.

“Is she right?” Thea said. “Do you deserve a reward?”



“I deserve all the rewards,” Conri said.
"Yes, you do,” Thea thought,

After a few minutes, Kai took his turn holding and kissing
Thea, then Alaric cut in.

“Do you guys get jealous watching each other with Thea?"
Lizzy said, hand on her hip. "I always see all three of you on
her at once, but here you are, taking turns. Aren't you jealous
of each other?

“I think it's more about patience,” Alaric said. “None of us
can wait to be with her, but no, we don't get jealous of each
other. She's ours."

"How is that possible?"
“Matebond magic,” Conri said.

“What do you guys prefer? One at a time, or all of you at
once?" Lizzy said. "How does this usually go?”

Alessia, Misty, Cassidy, Tessa, and Garret blushed.
“You are asking a lot of questions tonight,” Thea said.
"You've seen how it goes,” Kai said. "Everyone has." =
“0Oh, the mating ceremony,” Lizzy said.

“Lizzy, you're making people uncomfortable,” Thea said.

“Alright, alright,” Lizzy said. "Have you used the toys | got
you yet?" Lizzy said in mind link to Thea.

“We've been busy with finals and sleeping in the dungeaon



with Xavier, so no. Mot yet,” Thea said in mind link to Lizzy.

"Tsk. Tsk. All work and no play makes Jill a dull girl,” Lizzy
mind linked Thea. Thea rolled her eyes. -

‘I just realized, Garret,” Thea said out loud. "You could have
invited Brenda to come with you tonight.”

“We broke up,” Garret said.
“Oh, I'm sorry,” Thea said.

Garret nodded. “She said being with someone high profile
brought risks that made her uncomfortable. She realized
she wants a quiet life.”

"That sucks,” Conri said. "You okay?”

“That's a question | don't feel equipped to answer right
now,” Garret said.

Thea felt something spark in Cassidy. She might have a
crush on Garret. Thea knew Cassidy wouldn't think she was
warthy of an Alpha, but Thea could help build up her sense
of self-worth.

“Understandable,” Alaric said.

“How is,” Garret started. He paused and glanced at Alessia.
He shook his head. "Nevermind.”

“Xavier is doing better thiz week," Alessia said.
Garret looked at her.

“He’s drinking blood and talking,” Alessia said.



“How do you—" Garret started.
“I've been visiting him,” Alessia said.
“How can you after—" Garret said, then stopped himself,

“Luna Thea told me about her gift,” Alessia said softly. She
knew Misty and Garret knew about it, as did all of New
Dawn, 50 she could talk about it here, "And about Xavier's
brain and how she fixed him before he died and turmed. |
know she can sense the truth. | saw him for myself, and |
can't deny the guy that did those terrible things is dead. He's
different. This version of him would never have done the
things he did."

Thea felt something spark inside Misty as she watched
Alessia speak to Garret.

Alessia turned to Thea. "Can we visit him?" she said.
"Garret, do you want to see him?" Thea said.
He nodded.

“Let me go down first and see if he's up for it," Thea said.



