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3 - 30 Retaliation Is Here

Thea and the triplets excused themselves, said a quick
goodnight to everybody, and left with Delta team and Xavier.
When they got to the pack house, they went to gather Arella,
Ophelia, and Cassandra.

“Alpha Jett wanted to have the summit at his pack house,”
Alpha Ulric said when everyone was settled in the oath
room. “l suggested a neutral territory. We agreed on the
school. He said he wanted to meet with New Dawn about
his missing slaves. He wants to discuss the situation and
how we're going to behave moving forward. He said we
could invite whatever allies we have. | assume he has plans
to take everyone out at once, but we're not telling anyone
about this until it's over. Girls, can you see how many people
they bring as backup? Where they are?”

“Each Alpha brings his Beta and their best warriors,”
Cassandra said. "They're all in the room with you, nowhere
else.”

“They think they have enough. They don't bring extra
people,” Arella said. "Because of the poison.”

“Then we're looking at over sixty hostels,” Alpha Ulric said. “
That's a lot of people to paralyze. Do you think you can do it,
Thea?" 1

“Let me try it on all of you right now,"” Thea said.

Thea focused. It took time to figure out how to do everyone
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at once. She figured out she didn't have to isolate the
spines. Instead, she could push the bocking energy into their

necks, and it would get the spines. She practiced until she
felt confident. :

“I won't be paralyzing everyone in the room, though,” Thea
said. "l need to avoid you guys. Give me a second.”

This time she chose five people in the room not to paralyze.
It was more difficult. She ended up paralyzing two of the
five she was supposed 1o avoid,

“I don't think I'll be able to do everyone at once. Not without
friendly fire. Maybe if one of you starts talking to distract
them, | can do a few groups at a time.”

“If you need to paralyze the entire room at once, then
unparalyze us one by one, that would be fine,” Liam said.

“I don't like the idea of Thea being unprotected,” Conri said. *
They could have contingencies.”

“If I'm in the room,"” Xavier said. "| won't be affected while
you're paralyzing everybody else.”

"You're right,” Thea said. "His body works differently. He'd
be able to protect me while I'm unparalyzing you guys.”

“I'm okay with that,” Alaric said. 1
"Will they |et a vampire in?” Liam said.

“We can hide the fact that he's a vampire. The bigger
question is, will any of them recognize Xavier as Alpha
Knight's dead son?” Alpha Ulric said.
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“What packs will be there?" Xavier said.

“At least Crescent Moon, Mead Moon, Storm Moon, Far
Side, Eclipse, Cold Moon, and Ice Moon,” Thea said. *
Possibly Moonrise and Chaste Moon. They were invited to
the meeting Alpha Jett called to talk about banding together
against New Dawn, and they didn't seem against it. Alpha
Ford from Moonbeam will be there as a Trojan Horse. He's
the one who told us who pledged an alliance with Crescent
Moon.”

“Moonlit didn't have a relationship with those packs,” Xavier
said. "Unless they had dossiers on us, they wouldn't know
whao | am.”

“So we could bring you as one of our warriors if they don't
suspect you're a vampire,” Thea said.

“I can wear contacts to hide my eyes,” Xavier said.

“We can scent you, so you smell like a wolf,” Conri said.
“Will that be enough?” Thea said to the girls.

Their eyes glazed over then they nodded.

“Xavier is in the room with you,” Ophelia said.

“We’ll only be able to bring a few warriors with us,” Alpha
Ulric said. "The rest of you will be just outside the school,
waiting, scents masked. We'll mind link you when it's time to
come in."

“Who are we going to give each pack to?" Kai said.

“Let’s pull up a map and see who shares borders,” Beta
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Walter said.

They went over logistics, and Thea continued practicing her
magic. Eventually, they called it a night.

Alaric carried Thea up to their room. Xavier followed them
until he got to his room next to theirs.

“¥avier," Thea said. "Are you comfortable going to the
summit tomorrow?”

“Yes,” he said. “I'm happy to protect you.”
“Are you comfortable with killing again?

‘These aren’t innocent people,” Xavier said. "They've all hurt
innocent people, and they intend to kill you tomorrow. It
would be wrong not to stop them.”

Thea felt his sincerity. "Let me know if it's too much.”
He nodded and went inside his room.
Thea and the triplets went 1o their room.

"You are so hot in this dress," Alaric thought to her. "As
much as | want to ravage you, you need to sleep.”
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