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The fight was over in five seconds. Crescent Moon's
warriors had never seen a real Alpha. They didn't know the
strength and power they had. They saw it when their best
warrior fell to the ground, dead, and Alpha Sharpe didn't
break a sweat.

Xavier soaked up the energy from the kill again.
“Thank you,” Thea said. "You doing okay?"
Xavier nodded.

“They may need your help,” Thea said. "The rest of the
warriors want to fight."

“Dio you want me to kill them?”

“They plan on fighting to the death. They don't want to live
under Alpha Sharpe’s rule. If any of our men are in trouble,
yes, kill them. | don't want our men to die.”

A few people on the dark side walked over to the Elood
Moon side.

“Anyone else willing to change?” Alpha Sharpe said.

“Never,” one of the men said. He shifted into his wolf and
jumped at Alpha Sharpe. The rest of the group followed suit,
shifting and attacking.

The good guys shifted and fought back.

Thea followed the fighting. The Alphas were tearing through



bad guys like they were tissue paper. Delta team members
were doing nearly as much damage, and Blood Moon's
warriors were winning their fights. She sensed a few wolves
running off into the woods, and she put them to sleep.
They'd deal with them later.

Xavier was soaking in energy as fast as wolves were dying.
Eventually, it was over.

“Are you comfortable giving your blood to heal anyone
injured?* Thea said.

Xavier nodded.

Thea and Xavier exited the vehicle. She told Delta team in
mind link about the wolves in the woods she put to sleep.

They went and retrieved them.

“Where are the dungeons?” Landon said, carrying one of the
wolves,

A former Crescent Moon man led the way. They were
followed by the slaves they let out of the dungeon when
they came back.

Meanwhile, Thea felt into the remaining people. A few dark
people went to the Blood Moon side, trying to hide.

“Do you want to give the remaining people a chance to
prove themselves, or do you want me to tell you which ones
are bad so you can lock them in the dungeon?” Thea
whispered to Alpha Sharpe.

“Tell me,” Alpha Sharpe said.



Thea pointed out the dark people, including the girl that tried
to infiltrate New Dawn's refugees and her parents, and
Alpha Sharpe's men took them to the dungeons. Thea was
disappointed that several were slaves or omegas under
Jett's rule. They had the desire and intention to hurt others.
They just hadn't had the opportunity yet.

“Everyone else is fine,” Thea said. "You'll have to keep an
eye out. Our pack psychologist said some people develop
the desire to hurt people once theyre free to do so.”

Alpha Sharpe nodded. "They will never be free to hurt people
in my pack.”

“Thank you for doing this. | know it's a lot of responsibility
and work,” Thea said.

“Thank you for leading us all into the light,” Alpha Sharpe
said.

Xavier went around healing the good guys with his blood.
Only a few had serious injuries.

“Goddess,” one of the warriors said after taking some of his
blood. "That healed me fast, and it feels amazing. Do you
have painkillers in there? Ecstasy?”

“Uh, no," Xavier said. "That’s just what vampire blood does.”
“I feel stronger too."

“Yeah. You will be stronger for a while,” Xavier said.

“¥ou could bottle that and sell it for a fortune.”

“Some vampires do," Xavier said. After all, that's how he



became a vampire.

Alpha Sharpe left his Beta and warriors in charge to begin
the process of assimilation and went with everyone else
back to the school to escort the next Alpha to take over his
new pack.

They repeated the process with similar results. Thea
funneled Earth energy into everyone to give them all a boost
each time.

Alpha Collins of Blue Moon took over its neighbor, Chaste
Moon.

Alpha Darwin of Syzygy took over its neighbor, Storm Moon.
Alpha Lee of Harvest Moon took over Far Side.

Alpha Reese of New Moon took over Eclipse.

Alpha Lexington of Crater took over Cold Moon.

Then came Alpha Knight's turn to take over Alpha Adams’
old pack, Moonrise.

“Zay," Thea said. “You don't have to go if you don't want to
see any of your old pack members.”

“If | can't serve you everywhere, I’'m no use to you. | won't
leave you unprotected,” Xavier said.

The triplets squeezed his shoulders and patted him on the
back.

“This is our guy,” Conri said.

“This is why we love you," Kai said.



“This is why we trust you with her,” Alaric said.
Xavier almost smiled.
“Do you need some blood?” Thea said.

“I've been feeding a ton,” Xavier said. "All the deaths.” Thea
felt the nervousness in Xavier when he said it.

“But do you need physical blood? You've been giving your
physical blood to heal people all night. Here, take some just
in case.”

She sliced her wrist and held it to Xavier's mouth. He rolled
his eyes then blissed out while he sucked for a moment. His
body relaxed. A little bit of Xavier's saliva got into Thea's
bloodstream, giving her a high too. When they realized his
saliva was like a narcotic, Xavier did his best to keep it away
from her bloodstream by sucking hard and fast. They figured
it was one of the things that helped vampires feed once they
got past the newborn stage. That high could be addictive. It
would make humans willing to be walking blood bags.

“You have to stop feeding me soon,” Xavier said. He licked
the blood that dripped down her forearm, mindful of wasting
any.

“Everyone ready?" Alpha Ulric called out.

Thea boosted the group with Earth energy and her magic.
They picked up Alpha Adams’ and his men's bodies. They
headed to Moonrise. Alpha Knight's warriors were waiting to
join them.

They drove down the road that led into Moonrise’s territory,



Halfway to the pack house, Thea felt wolves in the woods
on either side of the road. Lots of wolves with fighting on
their minds.

“It's an ambush,” Thea said in mind link.
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3 -40 Ambush

“It's an ambush," Thea said in mind link. "They're
everywhere. The whole pack is out there, surrounding us,
thinking we're here to kill them all. Someone told them we
were coming. I'm going to put as many as | can to sleep.”
She said it out loud too, so Alpha Knight heard it. He relayed
the message to his pack warriors.

Thea started isolating wolves in the woods and putting
them to sleep.

She was focused on the wolves in the woods when a wolf
hit Thea's SUV. It startled her and broke her concentration.
Several more hit the vehicle's windows, and she jumped
away from the window. The sight of their snapping jaws so
close did not calm her racing heart. She couldn't shift to
protect herself or anyone else. She felt trapped and
helpless. They hit the vehicle again, and the tires left the
ground on her side.

*We're coming, darling,” Kai said to her in mind link. The
triplets and Delta team felt her fear and jumped out of their
vehicles.

More pounding filled her ears as more wolves hit the
vehicle. The wolves made their last push, and the SUV
tipped over. Thea froze in fear, her vision narrowing. She
didn't want to lose her pups. She didn't know what to do as
the SUV rolled. She was falling, her stomach in her throat,
then next thing she knew, Xavier held her in his arms as he



stood on the car's roof, the SUV upside down around them.
Cars were screeching to a halt behind them.

“You're okay," Xavier said to her. "You're going to be fine.
Nothing is going to happen to you or your pups.” Her heart
rate slowed, and he set her on her feet. "Are you guys okay?"
Xavier said to the others in the car.

*We're good,” Liam said. “You got her?"
“I got her,” Xavier said.

“Stay with her. Keep her safe. We're going out. We'll protect
the car.” He opened the door and jumped out, shifting in
midair. Alpha Knight and Owen joined him.

“Are you okay, babe?" Conri thought to her.
“Yeah. I'm good,” Thea thought.

“We're protecting the SUV," Alaric thought to her. "You're
safe. Just stay init." -

“Okay,” she thought. She focused on the wolves outside,
trying to isolate the ones she should put to sleep. There
were too many of her men mixed in with them, all fighting.
One thing she sensed clear as day—none of them were dark.
Where were the dark ones? Why did they stop the convoy on
the road?

“They're keeping us from the pack house,” Thea said in mind
link. “They're protecting the weak from having to fight.
These aren’t bad people. They're just misinformed. Try not
to kill them if you don't have to.”

Her men acknowledged her.



Thea thought about the crowd control weapons. Her men
couldn't use them when they were fighting in wolf form.
They needed hands to use them. Could she put everyone to
sleep at once? It would put her men to sleep too. She'd have
to get all the wolves in the woods too. Did she have that
kind of distance?

“What if | try to put everyone to sleep, but | don't get the
wolves in the woods?" Thea said to Xavier.

“I can protect you while you wake up our men,” Xavier said. "
We'll have time before they reach us anyway.”

Thea nodded. “I'm going to do it."
Xavier nodded,

Thea got the brainwaves she needed in her mind, her magic
building up inside her. She pulled energy up from the Earth,
deep and wide. When she went deep, she felt something in
the Earth. A system of interconnected Life. She didn't have
time to figure out what it was, but maybe she could use it.
She infused the frequencies and her energy through the
system until she felt it vibrating at the frequencies she
needed. It kept traveling out from her in all directions, When
it got past the last wolf she could sense in the woods, she
released the magic inside her with her intention.

It was like an EMP went off. Everyone outside fell to the
ground.

“Let's go,” Xavier said.

Thea nodded, and Xavier helped her out of the upside-down




SUV. Xavier kept his eyes peeled and his senses sharp,
guarding her as she woke people up.

Thea saw Axel first and went to him, pushing the awake
frequencies into his brain. Axel woke and stood up quickly,
looking around for enemies. He saw everyone on the ground
and Thea standing next to him, Xavier behind her, and
understood what had happened. He |led her to Caleb, then
Damon. The triplets and Xavier surrounded her as she went
around, waking up her men.

Once all her men were awake, they shifted back to their
human forms, and Xavier gave his blood to everyone with
injuries. Thea was relieved no one had been killed—though a
few warriors were close.

“Sorry | didn’t give a warning,” Thea said.

“You don't have to apologize for saving the day,” Alpha
Knight said.

“I didn’t sense any darkness in anyone,” Thea said. "They
thought we were coming to kill them. Someone must have
told them to fight us as retaliation.”

“How should we proceed?” Liam said.

“I could paralyze them then wake them up,” Thea said. *
Otherwise, they'll keep fighting. Then you could make the
speech, Alpha Knight.”

“If anyone still wants to fight, we'll keep them paralyzed and
throw them in the dungeon,” Alpha Knight said. "Give them
time to come around to the idea.”



“There are about fifty wolves in the woods,” Thea said. *
Could you all bring them here while | get started paralyzing?”

It wasn't long before Alpha Knight's voice rang out to the
group of paralyzed but awake wolves.

“I don't know who told you we came here to hurt you, but
they didn't have your best interests in mind. Your former
Alpha, Alpha Adams, chose to align himself against New
Dawn and its allies. They tried to kill Mew Dawn’s leadership.
They lost that fight. It's unfortunate your former Alpha
backed the wrong horse. | understand he had no children, so
Moonrise pack ceased to exist when he died. That's why
you can't mind link each other anymore. The Alpha's magic
that kept you together as a pack dissolved. This land is now
unclaimed. | will claim it. | will accept you into Moonlit pack.
You will live by our standards, subject to our rules. You will
have my protection. As you see, you will be part of a pack
that has many powerful allies. There's no need to fear."

Thea felt the confusion and anxiety of the wolves fade. They
didn't hate Alpha Adams, but they also didn't respect him.
Things hadn't been terrible in their pack, but they knew they
would be better under Alpha Knight. Only a few wolves were
resistant to the idea. They thought they could be Alpha.

Thea told Moonlit's Beta to tell Alpha Knight in mind link. He
asked if gshe would unparalyze the resistant wolves. She did.

“If you would like to challenge me, by all means, now is the
time,” Alpha Knight said.

The three wolves stood up, shifted to their human forms,
and challenged him.



Thea funneled Earth energy into Alpha Knight.

The fights were over quickly. Warriors with weak Alphas
consistently underestimated real Alphas.

“If there's no one else, let's go to the pack house,” Alpha
Knight said. "You can explain to your children and anyone
else there what's going on, and I'll accept you all into
Moonlit."

Thea unparalyzed the group. They made their way over to
the pack house. Three of Moonlit's warriors discovered their
mates there.

Alpha Knight started the process of accepting everyone into
his pack.
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