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3 - 41 Matchmaker
"How are you, my love?" Alaric said, holding Thea's hand.
‘Good,” Thea said.

"When | saw your car flip, | was so scared," Kai said. He
brushed her cheel with the backs of his fingers.

"Feeling your fear was awful. | don't want you to be scared,
ever,” Conri said. He nuzzled into her neck.

*| think | still have some PTSD triggers to work out,” Thea
said. "But my fear was mostly for the pups.”

"Speaking of, we need to feed you," Alaric said.
I think we need to feed everyone,” Thea said.

I'll get some food brought to the school,” Alpha Ulric said. "
Everyone can eat and rest up before the next round. It's
almost dawn.”

Thea saw Alpha Ledger and Alpha Stoll standing next to
each other, talking. Fighting side by side all night, they got to
see each other in their most Alpha states. Aside from the
matebond, they respected each other now. Thea smiled.

‘Do you always play matchmaker, Luna?" Alpha Ford said
softly.

"Only when | see people fighting the matebond,” Thea said
softly. "It is taking forever for these two to get together.”

“You took forever to get with us,” Alaric said.



“That's different. We hadn't shifted,” Thea said.
| don't know, babe. We all knew we were mates,” Conri said.
"Everyone knew, darling," Kai said.

"Will | ever live that down?" Thea said. The triplets chuckled.
"Excuse me. | have some matchmaking to do."

Thea walked over to Alpha Ledger and Alpha Stoll. They
turned and greeted her.

"Thank you so much for joining us tonight," Thea said. "I
know neither of you is taking over a pack tonight, Alaric
explained on the phone, but you might in the future.”

"Honestly, I'm not ready to take over another pack,” Alpha
Stoll said.

"| know you feel that way," Thea said. "But you shouldn't.”

*| have warriors constantly challenging me for the Alpha
position,” Alpha Stoll said. "l can't bring in more people when
my pack is insubordinate.”

*If I'm not mistaken,” Thea said. "You took over Near Side
pack when you were only sixteen, correct?"

"Yes," Alpha Stoll said. "When my father died, the Alpha
power transferred to me, and | shifted on the spot. | dropped
out of school. | didn't even finish my training. My father died
before he taught me anything of substance about being
Alpha or running a pack.”

"And yet you've kept the pack for how many years?" Thea
said.



"Four."

"Even without finishing your training, you beat the challenges,
" Thea said. "Do you know why?"

“Blind luck?" Alpha Stoll said.

“Because you're a true Alpha,” Thea said. "There are some
things that only come naturally to Alphas. You have extra
magic flowing through you. The warriors in your pack saw a
boy become Alpha before his time, and they saw an
opportunity to grab for power, but the goddess intends you
to be Alpha. You're twenty years old now. You've proven
yourself. You're not that kid anymore. May | try something
on you?”

"With your gift?” Alpha Stoll said.

"Yes.

He nodded, apprehensive but also intrigued. "I don't think
anyone would turn down an opportunity to have a goddess
gift used on them.”

Thea smiled. "I want you to think about tonight. How you felt
tonight, fighting amongst other Alphas, holding your own.
Pull up that feeling of power."

Thea felt into Alpha Stoll as he did just that. She captured
that energy and held it.

*Now think about the last four years, the challenges, the
insecurities, everything."

Different parts of his brain lit up. Thea dissolved the




negative feelings and replaced them with the powerful
feelings from tonight.

"I want you to acknowledge your power," Thea said. "When
you look at sixteen-year-old boys now, do you think any of
them could win a challenge against a full-grown shifted
wolf?"

Alpha Stoll shook his head. "It's not a fair fight. They'd have
no chance."

"Exactly,” Thea said. "Yet, you won every challenge, even at
age sixteen. There's no weakness in you. There never was.
Y¥ou were thrust into a position unexpectedly. Not everyone
could have done what you did."

Alpha Stoll's eyes were glassy as he stared at her like she'd
shown him the holy grail. No one had ever acknowledged
his accomplishments or his worth,

"I don't think you'll receive any more challenges,” Thea said.
Once you accept who you are and believe in yourself,
everyone else will too. All the Alphas here see you as their
equal. Would you agree, Alpha Ledger?”

Alpha Ledger cleared his throat. "Yeah. It's pretty obvious.
Mo one is looking at you to see if you need help. They're at
ease with you by their side. They know you're an asset, not a
liability. They don't have to watch their backs when you're
around. They know you're taking care of your end."

Alpha Stoll blushed as Alpha Ledger spoke.

"We're going to help Alpha Ford get his pack together," Thea
said. "You're welcome to join him in any training. Though, |




think all you need is confidence.”
"That would be great," Alpha Stoll said. "I appreciate that."
Thea nodded. "We'll keep you informed."

Alpha Knight finished accepting everyone into his pack. One
of the new pack members told him that someone from
Storm Moon had called and told them New Dawn was going
around, decimating packs, to expect an attack, and to take
out the female first. Alpha Knight told Alpha Darwin. Alpha
Darwin called his Beta and told him to take care of it.

Then Alpha Knight instructed his Beta on what to do in his
absence.,

The Moonlit warriors all came up to Xavier and shook his
hand.

The Moonlit warriors had planned on following him once he
became Alpha. Any coldness he had shown in the past they
assumed was Alpha bravado. They were shocked when
Alpha Knight announced his crimes and took his canines.
Alpha Knight explained the rest to them before they saw
Xavier tonight. They saw Xavier helping out, and he was
unrecognizable to them. They had never seen him so
focused, ready to be of assistance, so competent, so caring
and compassionate. They knew what Alpha Knight told
them about his brain and Thea fixing it was true. |

"We're really glad to see you in this new life,” they said. "We
were honored to fight beside you tonight. We'd be honored
to fight beside you in the future.”

Xavier nodded, not trusting himself 1o speak. He didn't



expect this.

Alpha Knight watehed it unfold. He came up to his son and
put his hand an his shoulder.

“I'm proud of you, son,” Alpha Knight said.

Thea felt Xavier's emotions. Hope. Love. He wanted to
make his father proud. He wanted to be worthy of his name.

@i Samantha Doyle = Author

]
So sorry to hear the book got deleted from your app! The
only thing | can think is that they mode an update to the
app this week and maybe that glitched things. I'm glad
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