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Xavier flipped their SUV back on its wheels.

“I don't know about its life expectancy, but it should drive
out of here,” Alpha Knight said. “Let’s put Luna Thea in a
different vehicle, just in case.”

Mew Dawn's kitchen staff had brought over mountains of
food and laid it out on the cafeteria tables by the time the
group returned to the school. Everyone dug in and ate their
fill,

“I'm proud of you, Thea,” her father said, hugging her. *
You've changed hundreds, maybe thousands of lives today.”

“It wasn't just me, Dad,” she said.
“It's good to stay humble,” he said, mussing her hair.

Thea laughed and her phone rang. The caller ID read
Cassandra. She answered the call.

“Cassandra?’ Thea said.
“Luna?”
“Yes, it's me."

“You need to call the next one on the phone before you go
there.”

“I don't think | have his phone number, Cassandra.”

"You'll find it on his father's phone.”



"Of course,” Thea said. "Okay. I'll call him. Anything else?”
“No.”
“Thank you, Cassandra,” Thea said. She hung up.

Thea walked over to Alpha Jones' body and rifled through
his pockets until she found his phone. It asked for a
fingerprint to unlock it, so she took his hand and pressed his
thumb to the phone. It unlocked. She scrolled through his
contacts.

"Hey, does anyone know what Jones' son's name is?" Thea

said.

“Brian, | think," Alpha Reese said.

She found Brian in the contacts and pressed call.
"Hello?" a deep voice said, sounding suspicious.

“This is Thea Lyall, future Luna of New Dawn. Am | speaking
to Brian Jones, son of Alpha Jones?”

mf’ES.“

“I'm sorry to inform you your father is dead,” Thea said.

“| figured that out when the Alpha power transferred to me.
Can | assume it was your doing?”

"He joined an alliance with Alpha Jett and others. They
called us to a summit and tried to kill us. They're all dead

[

Now.

“Does that mean you're coming for me?”



“I'd like to talk to you,” Thea said. “I| didn't get along with
your father—"

“Or my sister."

“Or your sister,” Thea said, thinking about Lumia Jones. “But
I think we could get along. | believe you're a very different
person from your father and sister. I'd like to come to your
pack to return your father's and your men's bodies, and I'd
like to talk with you about a possible alliance.”

“I'm open to that,” Brian said, relief in his voice.

“Could we come now?" Thea said.

“Yes,

“Do | have your guarantiee that your pack won't attack us?
“Yes."
“I'll see you soon.”

Thea programmed Brian's number into her phone. Then she
turned to the men in the cafeteria.

“It's time to take Alpha Jones' body back to lce Moon,” she
said. "This one will be a bit different. I'm responsible for his
sister's condition. | need to be the one to talk to him.
Jones's son is a good person. If he can get past what |'ve
done to his family, | believe he will lead his pack in line with
our values.”

"You're sure Alpha Jones' son is good?” Alpha Ulric said.

"There was no darkness in him when | met him at the




school,” Thea said. "l think we can give him the chance to
rule his pack. We'll keep an eye on him, and if it doesn’'t work
out, we'll reassess.”

“Even if he's a good person, it may be difficult to align
yourself with the people who killed your family,” Alaric said. *
| think we need to be cautious.”

“We will be,” Thea said. "Xavier can move faster than any of
their guys. He'll be next to me, as will the three of you. Delta
team and all these Alphas will be between us and any Ice
Moon warriors. The risk is minimal.”

“Let’s say he agrees to form an alliance,” Kai said. “There
will be people in his pack who won't want their lives to
change. He'll have a difficult time getting his pack in order.”

“We can help him get it in arder right then and there,” Thea
said. "And if it goes south, you all know what to do.”

They arrived in front of Ice Moon's pack house without
incident. lce Moon's new Alpha, Alpha Brian Jones, stood in
front of it with a shaved head, his warriors standing behind
him. Everyone got out of the vehicles. A few of the Alphas
carried the former Alpha Jones' body toward Alpha Brian
Jones. More carried the other lce Moon bodies.

Brian motioned for his warriors to take the bodies. They
handed them off.

“Alpha Jones,” Thea said, walking toward Brian. Xavier and
the triplets flanked her.

“Luna, Alphas,” Brian said. He eyed Xavier, unsure who he
was. He motioned to his men again, and they brought out



chairs. He sat in one of the chairs. "Please, sit."

“I'd like to address the elephant in the room,” Thea said. *
Lumia.”

“Yes?" Alpha Brian Jones said.

“I understand your father left Lumia, your sister, to die after
she challenged me."

“He gave her to the warriors as a sex doll. Death was a
mercy,”" he said.

Thea couldn't hide the surprise on her face.
“I'm sorry,” she said.

He shrugged. He had so much muscle, even his pecs moved
with the gesture. "l can't account for my father's choices, but
my sister knew who he was. She dug her own grave.”

"You're okay with it?" Thea said.
"There's no use crying over spilled milk."

Thea nodded. She felt Brian's disgust with his father's
actions. Mot just with Lumia, but everything he ever did. He
had never been successful at changing his father's mind. He
learned to be qguiet, bide his time, and prepare for when he
inherited the Alpha position. He had erected a wall in his
mind. Everything that happened under his father's rule was
on one side. He ignored that side since there was nothing
he could do about it. The other side was what he planned to
do. That side was full of light and goodness.

“Now | bring you your father's corpse,” Thea said. "l would



understand if you couldn't forgive me, but | hope we can get
past it.” She said the next part softly so only he could hear. "
| know you're not like your sister or father. You have light
and goodness in you. It will take work, but we will support
your reign if you plan to lead your pack in line with our
values.”

“What did you do with the other packs with dead Alphas?”
Alpha Brian Jones said.

“We gave them to our allies,” Alaric said.

*Their new Alphas put down any challenges,” Kai said. "
Freed the slaves. Abolished the position and title of omega.’

Alpha Brian Jones nodded. "My father went to your meeting
of Alphas,” he said. "He told me about New Dawn'’s plans. Il
join with New Dawn.”

“You'll have dissenters,” Thea said. “People who want to
continue living the old way. They'll challenge you."

“I knew how | wanted to rule since | was a child. I've been
preparing for every possibility, challenges included.”

“If you know who the people are that will dissent, we could
help you take them out right now,” Thea said.

"My pack wouldn't respect my rule if | let others fight my
battles.”

“We're not talking Alpha challenges, are we?” Thea said.
“It's possible but unlikely," Alpha Brian Jones said.

“You really have been preparing,” Thea said. He nodded. "l



want you to succeed. Would you let me assist you?"
"How?"

“I can give you a boost,” Thea said, lowering her voice.
“What do you mean?”

“I'm going to tell you a secret in good faith.”

"Of course.”

“I'm goddess gifted. | share it openly with my allies. My
enemies want to take it forcefully. I'll use it on you now if
you want."

“Okay.” He seemed surprised and intrigued.

Thea funneled her magic into him, ensuring he was the
strongest he could be and maximizing his Alpha potential
while boosting the light and goodness in him. He felt the
magic working in him, and he looked at her in awe.

"My father had no idea,” he said. "He even thought your
Alpha tone was a fluke.” He let out a quiet laugh.

“Are you aware of the Great War to come?" Thea said.

“My father mentioned it in passing. Something about packs
back east being annihilated. Said you guys were freaking out
over nothing.”

“I can assure you it's real,” Thea said. "You know the
goddess only gifts her children when something big is
happening.”

He nodded, captivated,
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“That's the driving force behind everything. We're preparing
for something big. We need everyone on board.”

“I'm on board. | will get this pack in order. I've been waiting
my whole life for the opportunity.”

Thea smiled.

“We will assist you in any way you need,” Conri said. “All our
allies help each other where they can.”

Alpha Brian Jones nodded. He understood that he would be
expected to join in assisting other packs as well.

"We'll have you come to the next meeting of Alphas,” Kai



said.

“I will happily come to the next meeting you hold. | look
forward to a growing friendship.”
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