At this moment, the doorbell suddenly
Ang

Eric's footsteps were heavy, and his [ace
was cold as he went over to open the door

Mitchell, who was at the dioor, held the
toxicology report of the wine they sent for

esting, He handed it to Erid while he

explained

WPresident, the 1est results are ol
although there are no large doses ol
harardous drugs in the wine, il o
slight hallucinogenic agent dATd to i

st aleohol content is alsgaty high at 51

._'.:"._ 4 f:__;

-. 11 I'l'.: Y AN S &lllhll:'l -'\-II-.I!.III: I|||' Wis al

4] -||1.|| Fiy II".I|'| .I-\. II|_-||I-I.II-I|,.

seanld not get the resulls, no one

1 " 1 o
Il -.i||||-! -I" Al Bl

Aitchell [ canrnncl Ol that (Neres Weill

hallucinogens i fhe Wil e hecame
| ]

immediately

Mitchell endured his exhaustion as Ne

looked at Eri




fric ook over thie ropRer and glanerd at i1

reew cilibier and gloomber as

Hils Faere i1
won [ashed in his

et hilessness and dhar ki
R ]

His pone was colid without a trace of

fe il Al L

o Eimed out wiho has been hire tomeEht,

5 M fally the one Wik delivered thie

wine ™

'Hiat reckless person who da rived 1o touch

his taboo would end up badly

viitchell was shocked and immediately
regained composure " |||I1r|-rnu-.I1:FJ'| Bl
I |!:l|'|-.'If.’LI:1|-.'u.h.1Ev|',' - 1 I;:II.

i W

afrer that, Mitchell lefi@ng®thoughtiully

losed the door for |'4.;E'E’J
B

Eric wiped his @Q" He had not been this
ngry ina Iungl'mw.

He went back to the bedroom and looked a

r the woman on the bed with a dark gaze

His eyes lingered on her lace. He had been

thinking of such a scene every day and

night

How preat would it be if they could

d .||. ; 4 &




shye used to be his, BE fost her.

Thinking of this, Eric’s hearl felt a dense
pain like it was entangled by thin threads

pves darkened as he looked down O

Eric's
sently kissed her forehead

n Nicole. He §
anud brushed away the stray h

alrs Irom

her face. His lips curled up as he said in a

taw voice, "Goodnight, Mrs, Ferguson 1

weait for vou fo COomme back Lo e ;

after that, Eric left the room Lo
investigate what happened n'nEj@'Ih.\I
night ('_J

Fhe cold wind in the tlwl::m pave the
darkness a chilling 16&‘”;:

Mitchell '=‘,:|'I|I$n:;-_'||l investigating the

= [} L
opied out thi

cyrvelllance footage and i

J41 '.'.'.'El'i'l- those PWO WOTTell

i Nicol ' (00T

I ¥ I |' -:I it B in .II II-I [ | I f
Imumedialely alter, Mitohell NoLried il

!"i:i'-':':l.-".l'-':' [y CRELaNn fhese Wolrnmern

| how ||'_l'-.l.'|'.'ll.".|l' fhese

e | |
|||='| CrLIRdE ||-.|r!'-_- e

reckless actresses would end up

Eric kicking them out of the

entertainment industry would be




r bl L I.I
atichell was unsure if Eric was sleeplig, &
o he sent a message telling Eric that he
found the culpril

In less than three seconds, Mitchell

received a phone call

Eric asked, "Where did you take her!"

aitchell replied, “The cubicle in the

basement.

They needed to be discreel

One minute later ':.'I-d.\

Seeing the woman ti v %.&.hx roOIm

Eric's I'.'lll.l BYES Wi .1 stern as he

there with no ex ssion, He

e 1ik » 31l I|@

earlier

His body seemed 10 he shrouded m a

II':".r:.!" |

 th
Two big and burl v bodyg raards flanked th

actress and pressed her shoulders 10

prevent her from sti ugeling and breaking

free,

Charlotte shrank to the ground in horror

She was still wearing the disgusting white

L —  S— —T— "




froom hiet struggle

With Eric's signal, the bodyguard took oul

the rag in Cha rlotte's mouth.

Charlotbe was bowund tightly with her

hind her back. Her bones were
o much pain
at this

arins be
misaligned, so she was.an s

that her [eatures were distorted

time. She cried 10 pain
“ M l'l'u_';ll-:'-:l.'llil Mr. Ferguson I know

that 1 was Wrong. Please spare mel 1 can

-."-"'-li'-l_ﬂl-"'-' (o Mis, slantoly 1l li'll'l"-.@n‘ll':l!

I
admit my mistake. | I||1-.|.'||L':.'IQP £

When | harlotte Wwas b w@&'ﬂ'n-_ shie

v that her deed H,,Eﬁ:llw'n discovered
C}G
he suddenity r&-ﬁ}i-'ﬂ that what she

wald be Wort e about was Nnot her

aldlv hooked N1s lips His eves were

. 1 " %
and unfeehng ke SOmMeone
e

] (] 1 ]
' BT II L RN

(4 LS
195

who came [rom hell, withoul any el

“Apologize! No che doesn't need your

apology. Someont who has been hurl
won't be happy just because of ar

apology, will they




His voice was deep

resolve was vag




How could Eric let ga of someone who

wanies] Lo larm Micoler

nbcole was Ericts life,

Charlotte was scared oul of her wits. The

legendary high and mighty Eric Ferguson

was now standing in front of her, looking

go cold and gloomy like he wanted her life

Eric was standing so close to her, bul s

folt a deadly chill. Her body trembied

yncontrollably, and she was drenched 1 a

"'-i'nl syvienal G@‘
Charlotie was 50 |'|:'|=_ﬁ‘i_ll_cl"-'.'|| earlien she

wWas Calgit and bri L1 here in less tharn

er [ears ér% amed down her f

[ |
continuous '-_ 1.- " _..||| r Body o |_|||'-'||-u_. il ac

EElEE -:_Iil!:l'-l

Ferguson, [ was wrong
'.I:""-'_ (] |||||I! -.-.II: HE P '\-|||||'._'._

Eric stepped forward and

trom a high position

e
Lhe man's eves were a little crazed, so




'l TnAN s .
Char latie el icigelul et dhn i

1 vaice was cald and deap. = Nn ane can

et her. Mo ome!™

Tlve pemperature in the room droppsd
alarupthy.

Fric's attitude was morose and harsh. "5

o, ['won't spare you 5o masily.”

Charlotte was terrified and speechless.

Erie turned around and e,

He was such a refined person, so he did
not have to be present or get involved in
the dirty work, He just m'q:{lm@ give a

somimand, and someons Wil naturally

‘|||J1|',-.'I1|J!|Jf|‘11r11- O‘ﬂh

Mitchell followed rab?hrlwhnn'l
O
He was not Hi&iﬁi'd by such things

Once it involved Nicole, Eric was 50
ruthless that he would not even spare

_||:-|'|'|5-.;|a”| not o mention ':.Ilhi.‘l"'t%

Once they were out of the door, Eric's eyes
were still cold and indifferent. His aura

was awe-inspiring.

VMlitchell rentativelv asked, '‘Preside:



TR IS L LA s, A abeni
v B sludeiilad v lo willy teadining th

= Pl
rredii o8 i ndnn

witer all, Charlolte was a pubslic Tigure. n
cave waordd geod ot it ol B rmore

previpb lesormes to clean ap the ks

F i lowered s indilferent eyes, took out
vclgarerte from his pocket, and 1t i
skillfullyv. His movements were elegant
vl he was a fittle arrogant and

teds LEA s

yiter a few seconds, |"I.'i-|':il""'“'@":'-"h-.':'.r-::, |
simoke ring and said tqu@vnHL‘_ T AS)

ier which hand she yded 1o give Nicol:

he wine. Spare Iluéllrr hand.”
litchell I:I.:-Iﬂ.d‘ia‘ raised his eves. His {ac

haneed I noment

He clearly remembered that from the
irveillance footage that Charlotte used

both hands to give NMicole the wine
| 111

Vitchell did not believe that Eric would
forget the surveillance footage because

Lric had a photographic memory

After a while, Mitchell replied with awe




Ll feei & wwehilie, Peiiy popliand with awe,

1
canaiiavri, ara] pespsecl Vinng by i omm|

Eiie Tifpesd hiis Do Al enteras] the
elewrator whiile instruciing plitchell

oy ' spread this oul 80 a8 pol bo eanse
rrouble for Nicole, 1 she wants 1o know

anvthing, tell her to ask me directly, Also,

astracize the other woman. "
sitchell bowed and stood in place, "Yes,

=1l

'lf'!--ﬁil'll.

Mominic Young got up feeling

and ready to start work, uffageare of the

rnrmaoil outside C;z}

viitchell came 1}1'1@?11! knocked on his
door. handingL@Mminic the information

that !hl”lll]it@' secretary wanted to pass

ham

Nominic was stunned and laughed. “How

can | bather you with such a small
2

matter

Everyone knew that Mitchell only listene
to Eric Ferguson's orders, and Mitchs 1
position in Ferguson Corporation was !

ordinary.




nias BelE TEATeres] sl A DAl o airipd

fol pieret flasinnpnneernls o Bulows

s i1 el smadled polively, “Mr. Yourg, 1's
st i s s v anyway M. Ferpuason alsa
ks aree o el won Elual Pl program will

b bemporarily suspended. ™

Pomibnde s face stiffened, and his eyes

widhened in shock. ‘Huht!

sitchell politely explained, © Ms. Lehiman
arnd Ms. Yuliana are the only main

characters left. Sadie and Charlotte have

hoth withdrawn from the :-.iu:-.'n.'.{'_\'q\

Where are the others?’ H-:quh' found i

rard to digest this H%:ﬂm information

He never would h nagined that things

wiotld '-'.IJfF-'ll'I%EPL'N[J]‘.I to this point.

Mhey just knocked on Eric's door, right:

Dominic’s guilty eyes faltered.

He carefully asked, "Why did they quit?

e en sudden...”

Vitchell's eyes sank as he looked straight
at Dominic until Dominic felt like he had

nowhere to hide

Mitchell smiled meaningfully. ™M




[
Mitchell smiled IH%‘,‘;ELL“};. HMr.

Young, you u]'% be clear about why

they quit..." )

‘Playing dumb, huh? Did he forget that
the hotel has surveillance cameras:’

Mitchell thought.




Chapter oL 8 Frantic Woman

Whneers b sunlight Larily crept up the

S LTELL ML) peole' s Lace

wirsihow andd
i the enrtain, il created

ghrogh the ga

dark shadows on the curtains which

soded oo the ground

s e
Wicole's hungover head was st ill a little
oY Al ot guits awake

she lazilv opened her eves, rubbed them

and quickly adapted to the brighit,

t was a bright morning, and (hyToeom

vas Warm C;ré:'u

Hmvever., Micole 58@19“ and widened
her eyes. @E-
<&

had too much to drink, and then what? 1

Aan't remember anything... It looks like
'hat wine is pretty strong. 1've always
ween a good drinker, but T got mysell

drunk?

When she looked down, she saw that he
clothes were still the same as last nignt

just a little messy.

At that moment. Nicole was relieved



wr It paaaeeetiag, N’Il- wigs reliewedd U0
a1 Can s il el My Way fwgwe b Ban Baicil
win after diinking too mosch las mighit’

rlhinking that, she swerl i frestien ugs aned
resrke a shower with a moddled il

Hald an hour later

ok canme il

Her phone soddenly rang.

she walked over and saw thiat it was a call

froam Dominic Young.

Vir Young, it's so early in the |l‘|a? gD
you want to h*|1u‘.-r[ Lo T ﬂh{;l OT K, OF

rrange work for me? CJ-I’E}

vis. Stanton.. Pre t Nicole... What
plse 1% there (o f Ghout workd Mr
ETEUSON drové@hway Sadie and Charlotte,

«r1 who should we laok for to fill these two

vacancies?"

Ihis statement was like a boulder hitting
Nicole's head. She was (oo stunned to

react for a moment.
“Huh? Why?”

1. How should 1 know? Why don’t v

ask Mr. Ferguson about his wise



descimiean " Derminde :E.Iﬂl'llﬂ'ﬂ-

Prarminie coubd vaguely peroeive that it
might have something to do with those

actresses knocking on his dhoar last night,
but at the same thime, I did not seem so

stinpale

Nicole hung up the phone, got dressed,

arkl went straight to Eri

“Those two women came up to knock on n
v doot Tast night, Is he afraid that it"ll
affect his reputation? Hah! What a

hypocrite!

Eric's room was on the ﬁ.]lnb{&n at thu

engd of the corridor. C.-'

It was a little too L§|1||.'|]H.' quiet toda
Wicole went -:n‘&;i- Eric's door, but before

she could piedk, someone inside opened

the door and came oul
[t was Mitchell.
Good morning, Ms, Stanton. "

icole ratsed her eyvebrows and resumei

her previous cool and bland look

‘Good moming, Mitchell L




it fred] e led andEked, ' Ms, Stanitoen

o v Pl unawell

Nicole was surprised by the guestion, ' No

Hi breathed a sitgh of reliel. “That's good

Mr. Ferguson is waiting for you inside

W eole nodded, and the doubts in b
heart deepenasd. "Why did Mitehell

suddenlv ask about my health

fowewver, she soon threw those douabis B

e back of her mind. She had come 1o ask

ri¢ for clarification ‘:I'@

What right did he have to be W,

domineering and chase agaythe

tresses 5o simply? Diflre think that this

is His .'.||||F]='!!1'_l.":J Q?I:}

| few images suddenly flashed through

WJicole's mind. [t was about Sadie and

Charlotte knocking on the door in their

EXY [pajdiTnas.

Is 1t just because of this! What a

pretentious man!

Now, this variety show had to be adjusted
because of Ence's decision. Nicole ilicl ol

I hat herinvestment went cow i Li




caret That hier Inve il e o e
Adrain The ey was Mat this woald delay

il "s Dl esn

sicole walked over and knocked on the

iboor wiith a cald expression
“Coame 1™
Pwi stimje words that were his style

Wicole helplessly went in, Before she saw
him, she asked nonchalantly, “Mr
Ferguson, how did sadie and Charlotte

offend you that you had to drive it

away?" C)ﬂ'

he next second, she: e sittmg on
the sofa in a black ﬁhhgg:\)id pants. He was

handsome and indgd ent, which stunned

Nicole '-:|Egh|_|%l:::|I
4]

Nicole then frowned 1I!.-'.|L'I|',.' when she saw
a woman kneeling on the ground not {ar

away, looking wretched and bloodied

The .irli'lll:-.|]|ill.'Fl’ in the room condensed

and Iroze in an mstanl

Nicole's face paled as she did not expect §

o see this scene,

When the woman saw Nicole, her voice

which was mute from crying so much,




which was mute !ru. rying so 111@1.
once again gained its stren gth AR

crawled over to Nicole in tfsqn'. with her

head hanging low and Iegs’chrc-sl pressed
tightly to the grou qﬁ&l"'tw woman used

the humblest ges @. wanting to
exchange it for Nicole’s forgiveness.

The woman's hands were already purple
and twisted abnormally, looking
incredibly painful. Her fingers hung loose
on her hands helplessly, as if they were

not within her control anymore...



ChapHter G145 Adlid .‘iat- SariksaRAINE,

iy an levi i WoEll o TLITER LELLLAEE i Her hasly

¢ plodenily as shy= prlirailedd

iy ljin "||1.'||-|-||I|
A Standon, 1m sorry | e wrong.. |

Hesorve the worst, bul please spare my bl

Wicalis stood there teeling sEFANES

pan closer look, Ni ole recopnized thalt

1t front of B was Charlotie,

Q{(\

What's going on hel e?' Nicole f-'l& hi

ik i |-||||= Ill'..|i:.|.'|! atl ]'1“ C}%ﬂ

f e vl

b sk weortan she had just met las!

Eric sat there, :-'.hmudrﬁn dense chill

g {f they were

His eyeswereasc
ibmerged in ice, which even lowered the

semperature of the room His fingers

rapped the sofa on his side. His volce wWas

frigid

‘Charlotte, tell Ms, Stanton whal kind o

seasoning you added to your wine.,"
One centence froze the air in the 1o

Micole's [ace changed. Her gaze instantly

sank caoldly,




i |||1'|'|||F|

-|'|-. 1l il it

o birsd 100 EL

19 i |||||'II"
W hual cho wou e in? You spiked the wird

[FeaE yoHi e I lasi Lnig’hlf

hariolte was o Fright pned 1o '-|p-l'."|k anil

e Crvingg b eathilessly
e frowned, His « old oo ercaimie
a% the cormers of

wsingly ooy
ATl

4 His voice was deep with

“gpeak, or do you

R K"
v Lighiend

disguised throat
one to teach you how 10 Ot

L SOITIL

I 15 Rl DG

irlotte wenl '.i|u|:-n.|.u|rﬂ-.'|=|lﬂ1-cl om the

ATTOWE I:"'-.'-I 5 and figur ad tha

he was dupae@fast night

lotte's face was miserably pale. Shi
eidly stopped crying, but she dared
it look up at the man She knelt in
cole’s direction and said with a
“M-Ms. Stanton, 1I'm

IVETINE VOICE,

| was so stupid to put a trace of

'-"|I':.
hallucinogen in the wine. | was

won't dare to do it again

|;|l| :'lE“III.‘ll | A

[ s
» magnanimous and let me go this

FiEase |||




[ ] L

ariginally wanbisd 1o acd sosbaky,

i e Indidl
s fowe By Jomveie] il andaii 14l

Feiid that chrug v

create a fast resctionn pan Bl beeabn and

oy of those who glrank it

M chose 1o add a hallucinogen I

Fhius,
et @ wiiy oul Becise the

LT |.:III|I|‘| |.."_|"r'L"

peraon who drank it would not have any

priv sical reaction

Ml rooim was silent with a bitter chill

5 L
it was accompanied by Charlotte’s

repressed sobs L'_::QQ\
Charlotte felt fear and pani LE;'!].- in her

hBones. Her iHI.JZ‘_-I"Th were ffre noail e oy

ane. In the end, f_ﬂ.rmat‘:?wriﬁh; were nol
spared %':"

rhey did not show her any mMercy hecause

was 2 woman. Instead, they were

& ||
III

more ruthless,

Charlotte's lips were quivering, She would
never forget last I1i]_1|1115 seene for the rest

of her life

At this time. when Charlotte looked at ki

who looked like a devil from hell, she tel

every one of her nerves trembling



o ki 1 AR W

i peealily cPiIER"Y NN
gy L kwr i

I
vis Rpanbon, §ddn’l oxpe
g adichin "t lemvesy il cans

phat roodm. [ peall
L R T T e ]

aver e af that fipenervieEnl

any har..,

Charlotte humbly and pitifully cra whed
aver and alimost b thie tip af

Micole's shioe
Nicole quickly took a step back and glared

st her with cold eves from above.

rhe little bit of sympathy Nicole fell for
Charlotte vanished, ‘Damn, she 1IH=.-QQ9-

Eric saw Nicole's attitude .-thﬁ r

interrogation just um#,.iﬂfhﬁ did not need

[ SNSWET. G

He looked at Chatfotte with a gloomy and

piercing gaze

Then. he shifted his gentle gaze [0 MNicole
He asked, “Do you feel relieved now:

Eric had been taking out his anger 101
Nicole.

Nicole glanced at Eric, then looked at

Charlotte. The fire in her heart did not ge




afeobe glanced at B veny lodeed at
{harlotte, 'The fire in her hieart did nob gl
aatinguished so casily

However, Charlotie eoiild not be any more

miserahle than she was now.

Nicole pursed her lips and snorted,
Charlotte, vou really changed my
impressiton of you. who would've thought

rhat the most non-competitive persotl

woutld be the most ruthless at heart?”

‘pDamn it! 1 was so blind!" Nicole thought

No matter how much L:hnrlntﬁl-ggmﬁ for

forgiveness and admitjesner mistake,

Nicole was not u-.nn.:l'l.;ab who would get

solt ]El'-’lt'[l'."li'l 1':'!5;&5*?}

member those who

Nicole woul
betrayed her once for the rest of her life!

charlotte was still struggling to beg io1

forgiveness when Eric looked at Nicole
and asked, “So, what do you wanna do

now:




T

Chapter 615 An ostentatious Thank
you Gift

Nicole was silent for a second. H
wiiclk her out of

e Yolce

was extremely cold,
showbiz."

Eric raised his eyebrows "Isn't this

already expected? What a kind-hearted
woman!'

Before Charlotte could breathe a sigh ol

salief. Eric instructed a bodyguard, “Take

her away.”
c}@

“Yes. SIr
>
Erii stroked |1;~.;!u=1'||||'-;|a§-41w b,

CAISO, there seel] G:?l'-\:-_'l':.l". |.||-
gucationn |I|--.-|=]'E_F.-:;1|=||: in certaim parts ol

Africa. Charlotte can volunteer to teach

Hhere 1O -‘:I-'|-Zl' I||I |.'Il ||I‘I Sins. ahe :II-"."'-l'I.i

:'il'l-'|| Iy e i“l.'ll'l-. |.|:'II-|.|II o

Charlotte’s face turned pale as she
prost ated hersell on the :_'J-'IHItl She Tedl
likee her hones were removed from he

body because she could not hold hersell u

p.

This meant that she would not only



oA that =-h-'n'|:'l ot only
car from seddiania, bt she wpi bl

il -.Illl' s
s disappeal froai the world atany Hms

Ll Was really 1oo cTAZY ..

jards did not glve Charlotte a

The bodygL:
mercy and dragged het

chance (o beg for

away by her arims.

that this punishiment

Although Nicole felt
ic only did this

was a little too heavy, Er
for her, so she ¢ auld not stand on the

wrong side

They were the only two people h-bﬁcr\thv

rooin.

sicole was strang ely 5 *_ '-.th--: id ot

axpect that s0 |:1'|.'||1., would happen
when she slept sgpeate fully at night

Moreover, Eric Was the one who helped to

take care of the mess.

He had saved her once again

Nicole felt a little regretful for questioninig
him as soon as she entered the room

earlier.

She felt that she was too harsh on

someone who helped her.



re W
le coughed

After some thought,
o speak.

<lightly and rook the initiative t

wAhem... Mr. Fergusorn, thank you for
helping me once again,”

Eric's dark eyes lonked at her gloomily.
.-'||.[!|-::|!:III

Nicole was ba [fled

Eric looked at her and qsked seriously, ™
How are you going to thank me?"

Nicole replied, "1've just thanked you'!"

ErIC Weas "-.':'1'l.':|'IE|.':-:‘-. {:):

%, .
sicole thought about ,.6‘&_,‘. ¢ they were
hath presidents ol I'\kgj-"l porations, she

' O

should not be b BTy
P

want me to thank
vol? Don't be :_:|-I1I|' nd sfate your [erms
but it’d better be within mv limits, ™

Although Nicole was grateful, she sl

1.'|.'.'Illfl'l| ta hold onto ner P '.|I|'."'-

Eric let out a light laugh, seemingly

amused by her roguish behavior

He then pondered about 1t




LRI o Tiat Tl o 1) T L

a g fan
TR Ll LI s hard alaosat 7

rn ] A RLLLIE B
emouh, Eric se shed, ' oW abont 1his

¢ the whole Cily s LED
broadcas]

e
Yo an charte
sereens at 800 pm tonight 1o

pratitude (o me. 1t should say, '

WONLET
thank Eric

sfjcole Stanton, wonld Hke to

Ferguson, the hest person in this workd!’

il
Just keep that on for one minule

Eric seemed Lo be very persistent about
this method of thanks

.‘m@
ndif ferent auiwalu Ege -1‘r1 @inuhh-ru

11l hooked his Hps. " Jﬁh"nﬂn »(] with
Tll.l'_'l”l'l'll'll.llul.

anv reeé |H1 re  |uUsl a G i

AlLNOUE 41 llWﬂH%QH'-.I'-.I_‘ it was workh it

1 gift was

His temperament was reserved

such an ostentatious thank you

nothing to Nicole

[t was Just that she could not accept those

disgusting words.

Nicole was silent for a full three minutes 4

< she hesitated.

Afterward, she curled up her lips as 1l

nothing had happened. “Sure, no



oy ol alim appad bet Wl state buim

it was 4 little too late fo regiel il

s
(5 PENS
Wwhatever.. 11°s just one minute, right ™
Beding petly was not her style

e Tanghed 1o catisfaction as he already

synecied this answer

fpizd you tor dheal with the

e also e
[ree il

v et SN Consider that a

1 me. No need to thank me fol that

Lter that, kri stood wp from the ”"'"}\Q';""I
qoned his sult jacket fuidly. HIC

vements were svelte and sspoth,

vitremely beautiful {:_}
&

Mhen 1'1 wail fméﬁ}%.‘.cn:-d news." Eric

=r.:|-1|.'|1t*-:| -:@.IH ]'I..'|I'|l:| 1] ._«:.%1.-1|-:_|_-

hands with her.

| T i[5 '|.I-I‘:'| ".i:“_’l-'ﬂtlltial."l‘:l
he smiled perfunctorily and drew her
hand back just as soon as she shook his

then spoke with a faint smile
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