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“Eat, why don’t you want to eat?” Redmond was annoyed because Iris refused
to eat. She needed to eat something, because tomorrow would be a long day
and if she fainted. on the

way, it would be him that was hard pressed, since no one here would care
enough about her.

At least, that was what Redmond was thinking. He didn’t know that it would be
so hard. to take care of this runt and he still cursed the alpha for taking her
with them in this long journey. He still didn’t know what was in his mind.

‘Il don’t want to eat that, | want to eat this. This is enough,” Iris said, clutching
to her hard bread. She would be satisfied only with this. The sight of a whole
roasted rabbit before her eyes terrified her.

However, Redmond still couldn’t get it.
“| feel like | am taking care of a five year old child,” he said in exasperation.

“You don’t need to take care of me!” Iris was frustrated and scared, thus she
became angry when he persisted to her refusal.

He was the one, who made things difficult, but why it was her, who was called
childish?

“Whatever,” Redmond said angrily and turned around, but he left the roasted
rabbit near her legs, it was a whole rabbit, with its head angled weirdly to the
side, which only made Iris mortified even more.

She scrambled away from the dead rabbit, she hated Redmond for not taking
it with him, knowing she was afraid.

But then, it was Will, who came to her while bringing a plate with him.



“What?!” Iris couldn’t help, but snapped, tears on her eyes when she saw the
plate, she thought this man would force her to eat as well, but what she saw
was different.

It was actually shredded roasted meat and the look was not as terrifying as
the whole rabbit that Redmond gave to her.

“Here, you must be able to eat this, right?” Will knelt down in front of her and
let her saw the meat. The smell wafted to her nose and it looked tasty. “You
need to eat. We will be in trouble if you fell sick.”

Slowly, Iris accepted the plate. She thought, she could eat this...

“‘Hha! What is that? It the same meat, but she accepted his, but not mine?”
Redmond
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was askance.

“Are you competing?” Avid, one of the warriors chimed in, but Redmond
glared at him. and continued to eat his snake brashly.

After Will gave the plate of shredded rabbit meat to Iris, he took the one that
she abandoned and gave it to the alpha, because it was his portion that she
ate.

When the night grew darker, they took turn to stay on guard and Ethan took
the second turn after Will. He sat down near the mouth of the cave, but once
he was sure everyone had fallen asleep, he shifted into his beast and left.



The cave was a little bit dark because the bonfire had died out a moment ago.

Cane opened his eyes when he felt the gamma left his post. His expression
was unreadable, but there was a surge of anger in his dark eyes.

He stood up and walked toward the cave mouth before he shifted into his
black wolf. His fur made it hard to see him in this dark night, under the canopy
of the trees. He knew where Ethan was heading and he was sure what he
was going to do there.

It didn’t take long before he heard the uproar in the distance, which only made
the black wolf quickened his step. He glided through the darkness and rushed
between the trees like an arrow. It was only the black wolf’s golden eyes that
could be seen.

His hunch was proved right, the group of five savages were being attacked by
a brown wolf ferociously. Needless to say, it was not a good battle, since the
wolf was simply outhumbered.

The savages were the hybrid. They had a figure like human, but their height
could reach two and half to three meters and their strength could be
compared to the shifter, as most of them resilient to magic. They could
communicate like human, but their intelligence was not better than a child.
They were driven by their lust and their hunger.

Once hunger strike, they would eat anything before their eyes that they could
reach. They even could eat their own kind. Yes, they were the cannibal type.

Gerald like this type of creature, as he would invite them over to the pack and
give them nightmare and probably it could be said that Ethan had the most
traumatized experience with them.

His anger rooted so deep within him, until he ignored Cane’s warning not to
approach them.
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Once the black wolf was getting closer, he could smell metallic smell of blood
in the air. It was so thick, which meant there were a lot of blood there and an
angry roar from the

wolf.

Two savages had died once the black wolf was there, but the brown wolf was
not in the condition that he could fight the last three, yet the fire that was
burning in his eyes didn’t dim even in the slightest.

Without second thought, he charged forward to the nearest savage and tore
its limb.

Iris felt so cold, she was sleeping with only a thin layer of cloak wrapped
around her body, the cold wind that blew through the mouth of the cave made
her shivered, as she rubbed her sleepy eyes and looked around her to find it
was so dark.

And now, she was not only trembling because it was cold, but because she
was afraid of her surroundings. She breathed raggedly, as her eyes zeroed at
the died out bonfire.

She was hyperventilating, as she clutched her chest painfully. She couldn’t
think straight, but then her eyes caught a light flickered from her pocket.

The Alpha: Claiming His Enemy's Daughter,Chapter 112
The Alpha: Claiming His Enemy’s Daughter Chapter 112
112 MENTAL BREAKDOWN
lit

There was this light that flickered from her pocket when she hoped there was
someone

up

the bonfire again, but all of them seemed unbothered by the cold, night wind.



Iris blinked her eyes and reached out to her pocket only to find the small fire
magic stone there. In the dark, it glowed beautiful. The surface of the stone

was the color of red, but the last time she saw it, it was a dark red, yet right

now, it was light red.

Iris was amazed to see the stone, she had never seen something so magical
like this, though she heard many stories about the magician and sorcerer and
how great of the power that those magic users held.

The stone was so warm and somehow, this made her whole body also felt
warm, by clutching onto it.

Mesmerized by what she was seeing, she forgot about her fear of the
darkness that still. surrounded her, because right now she had this tiny light in
her hands.

This is so beautiful. She was enchanted and kept staring at the stone that the
size was only a joint of her finger.

She stared intensely and saw something flickered inside. Did she see
something. wrong? There was fire inside.

Iris frowned. Was the other magic stone also had the element inside of it as
well?

Somehow, Iris became very curious about those magic users and hoped she
could meet one. Right now, she didn’t even realize that two people had been
missing from the cave.

“Shift!” Cane growled ferociously. His body was reeked by the smell of the
blood of those savages that they had killed.

He managed to arrive in nick of time before those savages were the one, who
finished. his gamma off.

However, the brown wolf growled at him instead. He refused to shift back into
his. human form, as he licked his wounds. He was wounded pretty heavily and
it would take

hours for him to heal.



Running out of his patience for his gamma little rebellion, Cana used his
alpha’s voice to force him to shift into his human skin because they couldn’t
communicate freely when they were in their beast form.
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“SHIFT!”

Right at that instant, Ethan shifted, as he huddled at the corner, holding his
wounded arm, while it still bleeding profusely.

Seeing this, Cane really wanted to add more to his injuries, but of course, that
was only a fleeting anger because Ethan was the one who had caused this
ruckus and endangered his life.

“Do you know what you have done?!” He strode toward his gamma angrily,
but he only glared at him. This was the side of Ethan that not many people
knew.

Some people would see him as a happy go lucky guy and smile all the time,
he could be so goofy some time, leaving people wondering if those ten years
didn’t have any effect on him at all.

But the truth was; he was not different from them all. The wounds were so
deep to be

healed.

“l told you not to do anything!” Cane’s eyes filled with rage, yet the gamma
held his eyes and reciprocated it with the same ferocity.

‘I never agreed to that!” he growled.



‘Don’t growl at me!”

Ethan lowered his head, as he whimpered, because of the pain that was
inflicted, since he resisted the alpha’s command. Cane didn’t want to resort
with this method, but this was the only way for him to make him behave.

‘I am going to kill them all. I am going to kill them all. | am going to kill them
all.” Ethan kept repeating the same thing over and over again, as he rocked
his body, he stared at the ground, but actually he didn’t really see anything, he
was trapped in his own mind. “Kill them. Kill them. We must to kill them.”

Seeing this, Cane closed his eyes and crouched down in front of him, he sat
down next to him and patted his back without saying anything, just like when
they were still in the prison after they were being tortured.

Comforting words were bullshit, they couldn’t use that, thus the only way that
they could do to make things a little bit easier was to make sure that they were
not alone, there would be someone sat next to you and be there for you.

Cane lifted his head and watched the night sky, while the carcasses of the
savages scattered on the cold ground of this cave.
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Right now, the only sound that could be heard in this quiet cave was Ethan’s

voice, chanting the same eerie sentences again and again, until he fell asleep,
too exhausted to stay the whole night.



Cane only woke him up when the sky turned a little bit brighter in the distance
and both of them returned to the other cave, but none of them talked about
what happened last night. It was almost like a taboo topic for them to talk
about how they had a mental breakdown every now and then.

However, once they were inside the cave, everyone was already up and was
ready to go.

“Where have you gone?!” Redmond chided once he saw Ethan. It supposed
to be him the next round to stand guard, but this man had gone, leaving them
in vulnerable state without anyone looked after them. “Are you out of your
mind?! We can be slaughtered in the middle of our sleep!”

He was exaggerated things, even though they were deep in sleep, as a
shifter, their instinct would kick in if they felt something was wrong around
them.

“‘Enough!” Cane said sternly to Redmond.

The warrior glared at the alpha. He was about to retort, but then he glanced
behind Cane’s back. “Where is Iris?” he asked.

“What do you mean?”

“Iris is not here. | thought because both of you missing, she must be with you.”
Redmond and the rest of the men were alarmed.
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Iris was staring at the magic stone in her hand when something caught her
attention. There was this small flickering thing inside of the stone, which when
she looked at it. closely, she found out that there was a little fire inside of it.

She didn’t realize it before, but somehow the fire looked like it was alive, if it
made sense, because right now, Iris could see it was flickering as if it was
breathing.



She was fascinated by the sight and forgot about her fear of darkness. She
was entranced and realized the little fire grew stronger. The flicker was
following her breathing, but then it became clearer and bigger, as if there was
something moving inside, not only breathing.

any

Iris frowned and then nudged the stone, glided it in her palm with her finger
and second later it cracked. “Huh?!” She was terrified to see the crack,
because it supposed not be like that.

The magic stone was not so frail, but also not the most sturdiest stone either,
but there was no way a nudge would be able to make a crack on it.

The crack became even bigger, but this time, it looked like there was
something from inside that would come out. Iris blinked her eyes to look at it
closely, now all of her attention fixed on it.

“How could this be possible...” she muttered under her breath, her mouth was
agape to watch the process of hatching.

What is this? Magic stone is some kind of egg?

Iris puzzled, but she watched a beautiful life came out of the small magic
stone. She didn’t even realize that she was holding her breath, waiting to see
what kind of creature would come out from this small stone.

From the size of it, Iris thought it would be the size of worm.

But, once the little creature came out of it, she frowned so hard. What is this
creature? Was it... lizard?

The whole body of this baby lizard seemed on fire, the color was reddish
bright, but as it was almost transparent, you could see white veins on its tiny
body.

When Iris was mesmerized by it, the little things jumped from her palm and for
something that was just born, if she could say that, it moved so fast, as it
wriggled its
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tail.

For a moment, Iris was stunned, she watched the little thing moved away,
deeper into the cave, until she snapped and realized that little thing was the
rare fire magic stone! Cane had told her to hold onto it and approached her
earlier because he wanted to make sure that she still had the stone with her
after the troll attack.

“Oh, no!” Iris immediately stood up in panic, because she couldn’t afford to
lose the little thing. She stood up and hurriedly followed the flickering light that
illuminated the little creature’s entire body.

It didn’t take her long to finally catch up with the little lizard, but now, the little
creature hid behind a small crack inside the stone and didn’t want to come
out.

“Oh, don’t do this to me... come out now, okay?” Iris stretched out her hand,
asking the little lizard to move to her palm, but it only tilted its little head.
“Come here, little one.”

The little lizard blinked its black eyes, those two dots of eyes looked like ink.

“Come here...” Iris tried to coax this little thing and thought to herself what this
creature would eat, but this was the first time she saw a creature like this little
lizard. so she didn’t have any idea, but even so, she tried to find something in
her pocket and found a jerky.

There was no harm in trying, thus she used it as a bait and surprisingly, it
worked! The little lizard came out of the crack of the stone wall and sniffed the
jerky in her palm, as it licked it once, twice and then munched on it.



Iris was in awed. Her eyes widened in disbelieve. What is this creature? She
really needed to read more book and found out more about the magic stone.
She was excited and thrilled to learn new thing!

She wondered if anyone had ever heard about something like this? Or she
just witnessed something that had never happened before.

“Let’s show you to the alpha, shall we?” Iris caressed the little’s lizard’s back,
as it ate the jerky.

However, when she was about to go back to where everyone were, she
couldn’t find the way. Apparently, she went too deep into the cave and
because she was too focus on this little lizard, she didn’t pay attention to
which direction she came from.

To make matter worst, the deeper you got into the cave, this place would be
branched

even more.
15:44

<

113 SOMETHING THAT HAD NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE
Rewards

“Iris is not here. | thought because both of you missing, she must be with you.’
Redmond frowned so hard, as he looked around him.

Hearing this, the rest of the men were alarmed.
“She is not with you, alpha?” Will asked, he walked closer to them.

“When she was missing?” Cane’s voice was cold. He looked at them one by
one.

‘I was the one, who woke up first, but | didn’t see her and because | didn’t see
both of you two, so | thought you were together.” It was Avid, who answered
this for him.



There was silence after that, before Redmond cursed out loud and started to
shift into his beast form to searched around the forest, while Avid and Trion
followed him to find her around this forest.

She must not be too far, because she wouldn’t be able to move as fast as
them.

“I will help them to check as well.” Will left, following the three of them, so did
Ethan.

However, Cane didn’'t move from his position, as his eyes fixed at the cave.
Her scent didn’t leave that place, which meant she was still inside.
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It was natural for Cane to be more sensitive to her scent, since she was his
mate and he had marked her, by bearing his mark, the mate bond between
them started to grow as well.

Thus, when everyone thought Iris was roaming around the forest and started
to look outside of the cave, because the forest was so vast and they had to
cover as much ground as they could to find her, the alpha stayed in his
position. He stared at the cave.

Cane walked toward the cave and started to scrutinize everything around
here.

He approached the spot where she was sleeping and only found a cloak that
she used to sleep. Her scent was so strong here, but based on this, instead of
going out, she went deeper into the cave.

Cane narrowed his eyes, as he followed her soft and delicate scent deeper
into the

cave.



It was not so hard to find her, but the intricated path that he took to reach her
made Cane furrowed his brows. Why Iris lost herself here in the first place?
Why would she roam around when everyone was sleeping?

It didn’t take long for him to find the woman and when he drew closer, he
could hear she was talking. Who she was talking to?

Cane’s brows knitted when her voice became clearer. There was someone
with her!

“This is not the path...” Iris grumbled. “We need to go back soon, or else they
will leave me in this cave.” She was almost crying, her legs were hurt because
she roamed around this places for who knew how long.

She was afraid that they would leave her behind once they found out that she
was not in the cave and didn’t bother to find her.

Redmond probably would look for her, but what about the others, would he
manage to find her here when it was already so hard for her to remember,
which path that she

took.

“That’s why, why are you running away?” The little lizard perched on her
head, hiding in her curls, it was hard to see it if you didn’t take a closer look,
since her auburn, curly hair and the color of the lizard was almost the same.
“‘Now we are lost...”

On the other hand, Cane had been following her for about five minutes and he
couldn’t.
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see anyone here. Did she talk to herself? He didn’t want to believe that she
had an imaginary friend, but if that was not it, it must be because there was
something wrong

in her head.

In the end, when Cane made sure there was no one else there, except for the
two of them, he tapped her shoulder to get her attention like he usually did.

Iris still didn’t realize that she was being followed. She was being so ignorance
of her surrounding and how could she was not able to sense if there was
someone else close to her when all of the shifter could do it easily?

Was it because she was a runt, thus all of the privilege of being a shifter was
withdrawn as well?

“‘Argh!” Iris let out a shrill scream when she felt someone tapped on her
shoulder out of shocked, because she had been mulling her own predicament.

However, once she saw it was Cane, who was staring at her with a frown, she
stopped. and relief flooded in her mind.

But then, right at that time, her little friend decided to come out of it hiding
place and glided from her long hair to her shoulder and decided to attack
Cane.

Iris was shocked to know that this little fella could breathe fire, though it was
not enough to cause injury, but of course this was something that none of
them had anticipated.

Cane took a step back, but the range that this little lizard could reach was too
short to reach him, thus with one swift move, he grabbed the little thing into
his palm and was about to squeeze it to death.

However, Iris cried in alarm when she saw the killing intent in his dark eyes,
she immediately grabbed his hand.

“No! No! No!” Iris shook her head profusely, which made Cane puzzled and it
was enough to make him stopped what he was about to do, yet he didn’t let
go of this creature. “This is the fire magic stone!” Iris blurted out, because she
didn’t know how else she could explain this.



“Fire magic stone?”

Iris nodded, she was still holding his hand, while the little lizard was struggling
to free itself from his grip. It tried to shoot fire to Cane, but it couldn’t reach
him at all, while he could feel the heat from the creature, it was not enough to
do harm on him.
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“‘Magic stone is an egg?” Cane found himself hard to believe it after he heard
what Iris

had said, he looked at her in disbelieve.
“‘Please, let it go, the lizard is harmless.”
“So, this is a lizard?”

Iris looked doubtful when she answered him. “| don’t know... but, it looks like

one.

Cane looked at the little fella in his grip that kept trying to burn him. So much
of a

harmless creature.
“Alpha, the lizard only attack because it thought that you will harm me.”

“You can talk with this thing?” Cane’s confusion only grew more and more
unexplainable.

“It is not that | can communicate with this lizard...” Iris dragged on her words,
as if she was not sure how to explain this. “This is almost like how | can find
those magic stones, | just feel it and know it.”

Cane was silence, he looked at the lizard that kept trying to wriggle it little
body, while breathing fire at him, but then he released the little creature.



He watched it shot fire at his palm, but then jumped onto Iris’s shoulder and
hid in her auburn hair, buried in her curls.
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“That thing.” Cane tapped her shoulder and nodded at the top of her hair, his
brows knitted. If that little lizard breathed fire right now, her hair would be
burned. “Don’t let anyone else to see it.”

“Okay.” Iris reached her hair and caressed the little lizard, as it nuzzled at her
finger.

After that, Cane led the way.

“Why that thing hides in your hair?” Redmond frowned, he was displeased to
see such

creature.

Not only him, but the rest of them also didn’t understand why they had to take
that lizard with them when they could kill it or let it go in the nature.

Cane only told them Iris found the little lizard inside the cave, but he didn't tell
them about how it appeared, since they didn’t know about the fire magic
stone, thus there was no need to alarm them about it.

Especially when Redmond was here. Cane didn’t have any intention to
explain a single thing to him.

‘I don’t know...” Iris replied. “Maybe the lizard likes it.” She couldn’t come with
a better reason and Redmond scoffed.

“Come on, we need to go, you have delayed us!” Redmond said, as he
grabbed Iris’s hand to walk toward his horse.



He was always acting brash, but because Iris had gotten used to it, thus she
didn’t complain and follow him to the horse, as he helped her to mount it.

Even before they moved, Iris could feel her butt was already in pain. The pain
from yesterday had not yet relieved.

“This will be only a day ride, hold on.” Redmond’s voice was curt, it was not
sure, whether he was encouraging her or not at this time.

Sighing deeply, Iris wrapped her arms around his waist, because she knew
there was no point on keeping distance while mounting the horse together,
she rested her head on his back.

From the side, Cane glanced at that, but said nothing, as he mounted his own
horse and led this small party.

The Moon Dew Pack was only a day ride and after short break in the
afternoon, which
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all of the men, except for the alpha, surrounded her to see the lizard breathing
fire, they resumed their journey.

It was midnight when they arrived at Moon Dew pack’s territory, where they
would stay the night and move to Aarleen city, in order to participate in the
auction for the access to enter the black market.



Redmond went to find an inn for them to stay the night and once Iris cleaned
herself up and laid on the bed, she fell asleep almost immediately.

She was so tired and was in so much pain from a whole day riding, thus she
slept without trouble, but once again she dreamed about the five swords in
that empty hall.

Iris opened her eyes sluggishly when she felt uncomfortable, as if she was
suddenly being put in the spotlight and the intense stares that she received
gave her a start.

She opened her eyes groggily only to find Cane was staring at her, she almost
jumped in fear because of how shock she was, her eyes widened in
apprehension, as she put the distance between them out of instinct.

Iris probably tried to act normal with him, but it didn’t mean the dreadful thing
that happened between them could be forgotten so easily.

She used to bury all ‘bad memories® on the back of her mind, she pretended
like that thing happened to someone else instead. In that way, she could
prevent herself from the heartache.

She used this method when her father killed that stable boy, so did all the
things that Masson had done to her. Some of that had been forgotten
intentionally, but some of that, she buried on the back of her mind.

In that way,
she didn’t seek for a futile revenge or being in so much agony and despair
because of the grudge.

However, it didn’t mean it had disappeared completely... all of them were still
there, in the back of her mind, lurking for a chance to emerge it ugly head.

“Wh- what are you doing here?” Iris was studying his expression. Did he have
another outburst again like when they were in the library?

“I came to wake you up because we need to go now.” Cane could sense her
distrustful eyes, thus he stood up from the edge of the bed and nodded at the
small table beside the bed. “Eat now, or that thing will finish your breakfast.”
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“‘Hm?” Iris didn’t understand, as she followed his line of sight and found her
little companion gobbled up her sandwiches. This little thing had finished one
third of the portion. “Ah!”

Iris immediately scrambled to get the lizard away from her food. She didn’t
know that this little thing could be gluttonous.

“We will leave in ten minutes.”

After that, Cane left her to prepare herself for their journey to the Aarleen city.
It was only four hours trip from what Redmond said last night.

That’s why when they arrived in that city, it was still noon and they could walk
around this place to see a few things, which was the first time for Iris.

She went with Redmond and Ethan, who kept bickering every second of it.
Thankfully, she could ignore them just fine and indulged herself in her
surroundings.

‘Redmond, buy me this,” Iris said, as she tugged on his sleeves, she pointed
at a book that was about the magic stone. She was really curious about this
and the only way to know was by buying a book to get the information.

There was another way to learn about magic stone, which they needed to find
a magic user and asked them for the explanation, but those magic users
wouldn’t utter a single word if it was not to their own kind.

“‘How shameless of you to ask me for money, | don’t have money,” Redmond

replied, grumbling because he finished it in the brothels and now, he had
nothing left.
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When the sun finally set, it was their time to go to the auction to bid on the
entry of the black market.

Iris came with them as well, leaving Avid and Trion behind, because the two of
them wouldn’t come to the black market if they really got the entry, since one
entry could only accommodate five people and leaving Iris alone would be
more risky, since the alpha of the pack and a few people around him knew her
face.

Especially after her little trip with Redmond and Ethan without permission from
Cane. The alpha didn'’t raise his voice, neither he said anything, but the look
on his face was enough to tell him how angry he was to the gamma.

Aside from Redmond, this was the first time for everyone there to be in the
auction market, thus, they listened to what he said, as they entered a luxury
brothel.

Everyone was wearing mask in this place to conceal their identity, probably
only a few people that was very close and knew each other that could
recognize one another, but Cane and the other were new here.

This place was so luxurious with high ceiling and crystal chandelier above
their head. All the people was so lively here, while the man would grin ear to
ear and salivate with eyes filled with lust, the women walked half naked
around the area, as they allowed those men to touch their body.

Iris was shocked to such vulgar scene when a man grabbed a woman and
stripped her naked in the middle of the hall and started fucking her, while the
other cheered on the action. No one found that weird, disturbing or intrusive at
all. It was a normal activity in this place.

Iris shuddered. These people let their animal’s instinct ran wild! Somehow,
she felt so ashamed, as lewd moans filled the air along with licentious
laughter. She lowered her head, until it was only her feet that she could see,
while Cane walked on her right side and Redmond led this small party, while
Ethan on her left and Will followed behind them.



However, none of them seemed to be disturbed by this scene. They looked at
that as if that was something normal.

And when women came to their direction and started to flirt with them,
Redmond sighed in regret, as he couldn’t afford them, because he was in a
mission and couldn’t afford the delay, but one glance from Cane was enough
to send those women away.
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He was wearing black mask, it was only his black eyes and his lips that could
be seen, but his whole body emitted cold aura, which made those women
were reluctant to approach him and the other.

The auction room was on the back of the brothel, where a woman in long red
dress that showed off her shoulder, was waiting for them. She was wearing a
mask that matched. the color of her dress and smiled at Redmond, as she
spoke in another language to him.

Iris was surprised to know that they used that language here and even more
to know that Redmond could speak that as well.

It didn’t take long before the woman let them entered the arena and gave
Redmond a number to bid, which he gave it to Cane.

They were sitting in the third tier, where they could see everything from above
here. They were inside a cubicle with five seats, so they couldn’t know the
people next to them, since this event was very secretive.

“There will be five items that will be auctioned today, the entry to the black
market will be the fourth.” Redmond informed them.



Iris knew about it because she read his conversation with the woman earlier.
Cane said nothing and the rest of them looked a little bit agitated, waiting for
this auction to

start.

“Why do you always buy the crops from the black market?” Iris asked
Redmond, who was standing next to her, while Cane and the other sat on the
chair, they came here to buy the entry, thus they didn’t care about the other
items.

Meanwhile, below them the first item was being auctioned.

“You don’t know?” Redmond frowned. “From | heard, you are the one, who
gave that guy an idea to go to the black market. He nodded at Cane’s
direction, which made Iris

hissed.

Can’t he stop for a second from provoking him? He could die from his stupid
act if Cane wanted to make a move on him.

‘I don’t know, | just knew about that because Masson always bragged about
it.”

“It is because, it's tax free.”

The tax for the crops could be crazy, therefore most of the pack would go to
the black market to buy crops in large quantities, while the commoner could
only buy crops with ridiculous tax, because most of the alpha, would only feed
the people in high rank,
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while the commoners would be left to fend for themselves.

“If you think your father is cruel and despotic, he is an angel compared to the
king.” Redmond chortled bitterly. He had followed alpha Gerald long enough
to say this, which was a surprise for Iris.

She didn’t think there would be someone more despicable than her father.
She really

needed to broaden her mind.

And this time, Redmond talked in low voice, thus the other three couldn’t hear
highl

among the clamor of the auction.

“He is delusional to think that he can change how things work in this realm.”
Redmond

clicked his tongue and scoffed.

On the other hand, Iris glanced at Cane, who was sitting calmly on the seat,
he looked unperturbed with his surroundings, deep in his own thought.

She really wanted to know what he was thinking at this moment and what
things that he wanted to change.

Right at that moment, Cane shifted his attention and their eyes met.

Iris thought he would avert his gaze, but he didn't.
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Iris stared into his depthless eyes, trying to figure out what he was thinking,
but all she could tell; he was like a calm river, without anyone knew the
current underneath it.

Cane was planning something, he wanted to make a change and he was
already making a move on that, for that she was pretty sure, but because he
started from the very bottom to arrange everything, his movement had not
alarmed anyone yet.

From the documents that she had translated, she could learn that much. Cane
was creating a connection with the holly kingdom, but for what?

Needless to say, aside from trading, because of the magic stone mines in this
continent, the two continents were not really in a good term, as those people
from across the sea saw them as beast. Creature that defied natural orders
because they could take animal form and human form both.

Some of them even thought they were as low as animal. The last time Serafim
visited this continent was fifteen years ago.

What Cane was planning with people from Holly Kingdom?

Iris couldn’t find the answer, but in the end, it was her, who averted her gaze
first, she lowered her head to see the auction below, as she watched them
open the price for a white tiger for three hundred gold.

Three hundred gold?!

Commoner with a family of four could use one gold to eat pleasantly for a
month, but three hundred gold for an opening price for a white tiger? That was
too much!

“Is a white tiger that expensive?”

“No, its not an ordinary white tiger.” Redmond nodded at the stage again and
told her to pay close attention.

Right at the same time, the auctioneer drew all of their attention to see what
the white tiger could do.

A second later the white tiger shifted into a little boy, around the age of five,
he looked terrified. The little boy had white hair and fair complexion, he had



grey eyes as well. Was he blind? But, when he took his surroundings with his
fearful eyes, Iris knew that

he was not.

He was crying, hugging her small body. On the big stage, under the intense
gazes of
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people around him, stranger that wanted their hand on him, it must be so
terrifying.

“How can that be?” Iris was stunned. She felt the lizard that rested on her
shoulder poked its tiny head from her curls.

“That boy is the last diamond white tiger.”
“What is that?”
“His tears are diamond.”

“‘Really?” Ethan and Will, who heard that explanation went to the railing to see
whether that was true or not. “I heard something like that, but | thought that
was just a myth.” Ethan was in disbelieve as he watched how three diamonds
dripped on the floor. It was so tiny, but still, it was diamond.

Even though diamond was not as expensive as magic stone, but this material
was widely consumed by people, since everyone could use it, not like the
magic stone, which only restricted to the magic user and healer that could find
the use of it.



“‘How come they are almost extinct?” Ethan asked. The four of them leaned to
the railing, while the price skyrocketed to two thousand golds.

“Are you stupid or what? Don’t you know about any news outside of the
Howling Wolf pack?” Redmond shot the gamma a disdainful glared.

“Oh, thanks to your great alpha, | know nothing except the dungeon and his
torturing room.” Ethan’s voice was chilly, he looked at Redmond with killing
intent, while Will, who was standing between them, raised both of his hands.

“Wow... calm down everyone...” Will couldn’t help, but getting a headache to
be the intermediary between the two of them. Why he had to find himself in

the middle of these two? He shot Redmond a warning glare, while he pressed
his palm against Ethan’s chest, to prevent him from attacking the warrior first.

Meanwhile, Iris had moved to the side, she was afraid if she got tangled up if
the fight

broke loose.

However, Redmond shrugged his shoulder nonchalantly, as if there was
nothing important to mention here. “Of course, the diamond white tiger is
extinct now. They need to make them cry to get the diamond and some time,
most of the time, they got carried away and killed them, especially when they
stubborn not to drop a single tear.”

He answered him lightly, continued the conversation earlier, as if he had
never provoked the gamma in the first place.
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“For as long as | know, he is the last diamond white tiger, because his mother
died a year ago. Her mother is under the possession of the Red Claw pack.
Someone must have kidnapped him to be sold here.”

At this point, the price had reached ten thousand gold. It was an enormous
amount of money, but knowing this boy could make more in the long run, it
seemed it was a good investment for those twisted mind people.

“Twenty thousand gold!”

Someone shouted from the second tier, the fourth cubicle on their left, this
person stood on the railing, thus people could see him.

Only when Cane heard this voice, he walked toward the railing as well. His
eyes narrowed at the bidder and a man beside him.

“‘Hha! He must have heard about this tiger.” Redmond folded his arms in front
of his chest. He seemed to know that man too.

“Do you know who is he?” Will asked.

“He is the crown prince. He started to participate in the black market two years
ago,” Redmond scoffed. “That stupid brat.”

And aside from Redmond, it seemed Cane also recognized him, despite the
mask that he was wearing. He then waved his hand to Iris to come over.

“Can you read what they are talking about?” Cane asked her. He couldn’t hear
with this distance, but Iris must be able to read their conversation, as long as
she could see their lips.
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Cane knew it was the voice of the crown prince, because they had a dispute
before when he tried to get handsy on Leane. He would never forget that
disgusting voice.



It was not a surprise to see him in this kind of place, since it suited his taste
perfectly and the old man beside him was his advisor. Corry Maleen. He had
been his advisor

since Cane could remember.

“Can you read their conversation?” he asked again after Iris was standing
beside him.

Iris looked at the cubicle that Cane pointed out, she squinted her eyes and
looked at carefully at them, thankfully, their face was facing her, thus it was
not difficult for her to read their lips.

“...this is too much. You have to stop bidding. We will not have enough money
to buy it.” Iris copied what the old man was speaking, as she watched him
scolded the man beside

him.

“That’s just a rumor! No one knows if the item is really in the black market or
not!” Alan, the crown prince of the Ogregon kingdom glared at his advisor, he
had been wanting to get rid this old thing, but his father didn’t agree.

“We shouldn’t be here, we should go to the black market straightaway! The
king will not please to know this.” Corry knew the crown prince’s temper, he
wouldn’t be able to resist shining things, especially a chance to piling up his
wealth.

“You can go back to the capital by yourself, so shut the fuck up, or I will sell
you too.”

That was a demeaning statement and very impudence, but Corry couldn’t
voice out his anger, because the end of the day, he was the crown prince.
And even though there was no way he would be able to be sold, this man
could find a thousand way to make his life. suffer when he became the king
one day if he got into his bad side.

“What if you don’t have enough money to buy that item?”
‘I am the crown prince, | can pawn my golden stamp.”

“You can’t do that!” Corry was having a headache.



“Why not? | have done it before.” Alan was very careless and didn’t care much
about the politic and what important. For him the king’s words were gold and
they needed to follow regardless.

The crown prince was thirty in this year, but his personality didn’t grow ever
since he
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was only a seventeen years old brat. It was still a questionable why the king
chose him

as the successor.
“You know what happened after you sold the golden stamp in the past?!”

Alan smirked and brushed him off nonchalantly, as he raised his number
again. “Fifty thousand gold!”

And that was the last price for the diamond white tiger. He was sold to the the
crown prince with that exorbitant number.

“That’s what they said,” Iris said, as she watched the two of them stepped
back from the railing and couldn’t be seen again.

“‘Hah! | know that he is so stupid,” Redmond scoffed disdainfully.

“What happened when he sold the golden stamp in the past?” Will asked. It
must happen during their slavery time, thus they didn’t hear any information
about that.

“That caused such a ruckus because there were a few important documents
were being forged,” Redmond said simply, but for the aftermath of that crown



prince’s stupidity was dire. He was confined for half a year in his palace. “It
happened five years ago and the aftermath could only be dealt after two
years. The kingdom lost a few assets, especially the important document and
trade pact. In the end the person, who forged the documents had never been
found and the kingdom released new stamp.”

“And the king didn’t learn from his mistake and gave it to him again?” Will was
in disbelieve.

Redmond chortled. “I think the king is bewitched. Many people thought that
way, since the crown prince’s mother is someone from Andelus continent.”

“Magic user?”

“‘Most people assumed that, but not many people have ever seen her. She

shut herself in her own palace. That was all that Redmond knew about the

imperial family. “Alpha, your mother also from the imperial family, right?” he
reminded him, but Ethan kicked his leg to shut him.

On the other hand, Cane didn’t care much about their conversation regarding
Alan and what blunder that he had done. His main focus was to the thing that
he wanted to get in the black market.

It was hard to navigate things when he had never been in the black market
himself. He didn’t know much about the regulation and how things were
working in there.
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Though he had asked Arthur to gather more information about it, but because
he didn’t have an access to go there, there was not much that he could offer.



On the stage, there were two men dragged the little boy away, because the
next item would be auctioned.

Iris stared at the little boy, her heart twisted to see how he cried his eyes out,
calling for his mother. From what Redmond said, his mother had died. And if
all you need was their tears, what kind of things that they had done to get it?

Iris became very silence. She felt ill just to imagine that.

“Here you go, the item that you want.” Redmond propped his chin with his fist,
as he stared at the stage lazily.

“This is a magical tattoo that can bring you to the world that you have never
seen...” the auctioneer exaggerated his words.

“Nah, this guy is so dramatic,” Redmond mumbled under his breath.
“We will open the price at thirty gold!”

Very soon the number was getting higher and higher, but Cane didn’t bid at
all. He didn'’t join the clamor.

“Are you bidding or not?” Redmond was perplexed to see the alpha didn’t
make a move.

However, one look from Cane shut him up immediately. He could feel the
killing intent from him.
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Every now and then, Cane seemingly had to put Redmond in his place, or
else, he would always try to test his patient and tempted his fury.

Seeing the anger in the alpha’s eyes, no matter how much Redmond wanted
to provoke him, he needed to stop.



In the end, Redmond looked down at the stage again and this time there were
only three people that was still bidding, while the price had reached a
thousand gold.

‘Damn... we don’t even get to the black market and we have already robbed a
thousand gold?” Ethan clicked his tongue. “Are you sure this is the best
solution ever? What the

different between this and that swindler merchant?”

“There are various things in the black market, so of course, you will be able to
buy not only crops, but also another things as well, more so, you can visit the
black market often with the entry,” Redmond replied to his question. “This is a
long investment.”

“We don’t need another thing, right? We just need to buy what we need.”
Ethan countered, which made Redmond glared at him and Will could only sigh
at the two of them. They started it again.

“Twelve thousand!” the auctioneer mentioned the last price that the bidder
gave.

“‘Anyone?!”
“Fifteen thousand!”
Finally, Cane raised his number and started to bid as well.

On the side, Iris watched him and understood why he didn’t bid earlier, it was
as simple as; because he didn’t want the hassle. If they determined to buy it,
since that was their first priority to come here, thus they only needed to be the
highest bidder.

Iris could see that Cane didn’t want to waste his breath to shout gold by gold.
She had noticed that he was a taciturn type, he even didn’t want to bother with
Redmond’s remark if it was not necessary.

“Twenty thousand!” The auctioneer hollered. His eyes locked on the bidder
number seven on his right side on the second tier, waiting for him to bid
higher.



Meanwhile, Cane waved his hand to make Iris came closer to him, which she
did like before. “What they said?”

Cane nodded at the other bidder. Thankfully, from where they were standing,
they
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There was an old man with white hair, who was arguing with a young lady
beside him, Iris moved closer to Cane’s side because she couldn’t get a good
angle, only for them to be pressed together.

Cane could feel her warm body against his and her serious expression. Her
auburn hair stuck to her neck and when he looked down, he could see his
mark peeked from the collar of her dress. Her sweet scent assaulted him. He
couldn’t help, but accepted that the mate bond was starting to grow between
them.

“The woman said that they can’t afford higher price than this, but the man said
they could sell their water magic stone. They have two of it.” Iris started to
read their conversation, which mostly only about them bickering about how to
afford the entry for the black market, while the man wanted to give it up all, but
the woman wanted to drop it. “The man reminded the woman that there is a
special item in the black market this time and they need to get it.”

On the other hand, Redmond was dumbstruck that Cane used his luna for the
second

time like this. “I can’t believe it he uses my luna like this... It never crossed my
mind that she can be used like this.” He shook his head, while clicking his
tongue in

disbelieve.



“You have a bad choice of word.” Will furrowed his brows, because the way
he said ‘use’ in the same breath he mentioned Iris sounded so vulgar and
wild.

However, like usual, Cane didn’t care what he was saying, his focus was on
Iris. From what she was saying, those two people had two water magic
stones.

“Twenty thousand gold one! Twenty thousand gold two! Twenty thousand gold
three!

Sold!”

“Twenty thousand... what a waste...” Ethan grumbled. Twenty thousand gold
was the same price that they had to pay when they refurbished the Howling
Wolf pack house and a few houses. He couldn’t see how this entry could be
worth it.

Not to mention they had not yet bought the

crops.

“Will, find out who is that two people and tell them | want to buy their two
water stones.” Cane ordered Will to go.

Iris just remembered that Cane needed water magic stone, but she didn’t
have any chance to return to the mines before they left for Moon Dew pack.

After that, there was another item that was being auctioned, but they didn’t
stay to see
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what was that, because they had obtained their main reason to come here.

“When we can get the item?” Cane asked Redmond, as the four of them
walked out of

their cubicle.

“You can get it right now.” Redmond looked at Cane and then added. “But, |
need to tell you that this magical tattoo will be painful.”

‘Do you really think my alpha is afraid of pain?” Ethan asked disdainfully.
They had gone through more than just pain. This man seemingly didn’t know
when to stop.

“Bring me there,” Cane said curtly, cutting their bickering as they glared at
each other, while Iris walked beside the alpha, but she turned her head to see
the two of them, just in case they were starting to bite each other’s head off.

However, she was being pulled all of sudden to the side, until her face
bumped against Cane’s chest and she hastily straightened herself.

“Watch ahead when you walk,” Cane said, as he let her go, but his eyes were
on the man that almost bumped onto Iris. It was Alan and Corry.

After the two of them disappeared at the corner, Cane resumed walking away
toward the back stage, where he would get the magical tattoo.
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Redmond took them to the back of the stage, where he told the very same
woman that he met at the entrance that they won the entry to the black market
and showed her

their number.



They used the same language, it was the language from the Holly Kingdom.
Iris and Cane were perplexed, why would they use this language instead?

Meanwhile, Ethan didn’t understand at all. He was not privilege to get such
education.

“Over here,” Redmond said, as he followed the woman in red dress into a
tunnel, where every few steps they would find brazier, thus it was a little bit
hot here and even though it was a tunnel, it was so bright, as the shadow of
the fire danced against the

wall.

The woman and Redmond walked side by side, behind them was Iris and
Cane, while Ethan walked at the rear, he looked around this place, frowning
unhappily, this place made him depressed, he didn’t like it at all.

Even though it was so bright here, but he could feel the somber mood.

The five of them walked for a good five minutes before the woman led them to
a black door in the end of the tunnel. She produced a series of keys in her
hand and chose one of them to open the door.

It was a small room without any window and only a bed at one side, nothing
else. The three stone walls around this room were the color of black. It was
weird to see these

black color stones. Was that charcoal?

Iris touched it when they entered the room, but she immediately withdrew her
hand because she felt like the stone electrocuted her. This small gesture
didn’t go unnoticed by Cane, yet he said nothing.

“I will return twenty minutes from now,” the woman said to Redmond in Andel
language and left them there. She actually locked the door from outside.

“‘Hey! Did she just lock us here?!” Ethan was alerted and tried to twist the
doorknob, but it was indeed locked.

“Oh, shut up. What? Are you afraid of being locked? She will return in twenty
minutes.” Redmond rolled his eyes to see how Ethan overreacted



For Redmond, this situation was nothing, but for Ethan it triggered something
inside
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him. He became restless, as he couldn’t stop moving and tapping his foot
against the floor.

Right. He was having a flash of his life when he was in the dungeon, being
locked in this place brought back so many memories and miseries for him.

He looked at the door again and again, as if waiting someone would come
and drag him out to be tortured, to be humiliated. His heart beat so fast and
his breathing labored.

Cane saw this and understood what Ethan was feeling, he didn’t know that
this place would be like this and Ethan would give a strong reaction, if he
knew, he would send him instead of Will.

“Ethan,” Cane called him, which he lifted his head and looked at the alpha, but
his eyes were clouded. “Nothing will happen. It's okay.”

Ethan gritted his teeth, he was trying to gather his sense and fight this feeling,
but it was not easy.

On the other hand, Redmond read the situation and it seemed, he understood
right away and stopped taunting the gamma.

“Okay,” Ethan said through his gritted teeth, he lowered his head and looked
at his feet, but he couldn’t stop shaking. He would endure it for the alpha’s
sake.



Knowing that Ethan could burst out in any moment, Cane immediately
approached the bald man, who was sitting on the edge of his shabby bed. His
eyes were covered by a piece of clothes that tied behind his head. Was he
blind?

‘I am here to get the entry,” Cane said, he didn’t waste his time.

The man beckoned him to come closer and stretched out his hand. He looked
like no older than forty, but his figure looked so pitiful.

He was so skinny like dry branches and his skin was so coarse.

Cane then put his hand on his as, he pulled him more closer and lifted his
sleeve, he caressed his arm from his wrist to his elbow a few times until a
bright yellow light appeared from his palm.

On the other hand, Iris was staring at Cane and Ethan back and forth, she
could feel how restless the gamma was and how he was about to burst
because of the overwhelming feeling that he felt right now.

Iris didn’t like to see him like this, she almost could feel the pain that
emanated from his body. And without a second thought, she grabbed his hand
and squeezed it lightly,
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but it was enough to get his attention, as he tilted his head and looked at her.

“Do you want to hold it?” Iris showed her lizard to him, which perched on her
forefinger, blinking it tinny eyes. Its body was still reddish, almost transparent
with white veins underneath the flimsy skin.



Ethan furrowed his brows. “No.” He didn’t know why Iris wanted him to hold
that little

creature.

“Oh.” Iris was at lost. “This little lizard makes me feel comfortable, maybe it
can give you comfort too,” she tried to explain.

Ethan looked at her as if saying; you are weird... but he didn’t voice it out.

On the other hand, the bald man stopped what he was doing and tilted his
head toward

Iris’s voice.
Out of the blue, he talked in Andel language. “Are you magic user, girl?”

Iris who didn’t know that he was talking to her, didn’t pay attention, but it was
Redmond, who answered it for her.

“No, she is not a magic user. She is a runt,” he replied bluntly, like usual, he
didn’t choose his words wisely.

“‘No way...” the bald man muttered to himself and then he talked something
under his breath, as if he had his own conversation, but then he resumed
what he was doing to

Cane.



