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THE ALPHA'S MOVE

Cane approached Alpha Gill, he knelt down beside him and then stretched out
his hands. He stuffed his fingers into his mouth, as he gripped on his upper
jaw and the other gripped on his lower jaw, he pulled his mouth apart very
slowly, until the poor alpha let out a gagging sound.

Once Alpha Gill realized what Cane was about to do to him, he let out a shrill
scream when he felt his mouth was being ripped apart. His eyes bulged, as
they filled with dread, but soon, his scream turned into a gurgling sound,
because his blood blocked his throat, pooled inside his torn mouth.

Cane really took his time to watch him in agony, he even stopped to let his
cheek healed, before he continued. His eyes were so cold, as if the
horrendous scene before him was nothing. There was no emotion whatsoever
on his face. There was no joy, neither anger, but this kind of numb feeling only
made him looked even scarier.

Meanwhile, all the warriors had turned their head away, averting their gazes
from the brutal scene, while Redmond watched everything with his jaw
dropped. Cane was going to kill alpha Gill!'?

Was that alright to kill alpha Gill? Was that wise to kill him?! Wouldn't he dig
his own grave?! What his reason to kill him?! What he would say to the king
and the pack member of the Riverside pack when he killed their alpha?!
Would he take the same path like what the Blue Moon pack did to Howling
Wolf pack?!

Redmond couldn't understand Cane's intention and plan. He just arrived a few
days ago and aside from given the order to keep his eyes on Iris, which he did
gladly, he was only tasked to do some trivial things, there was nothing
iImportant that could make him able to figure out Cane's grand plan.

What happened to alpha Gill lasted for, more less, one hour, where all that
time, the alpha was still alive, until Cane really tore his head apart. His head
split into two, where his lower jaw and lips still attached to his neck and the
rest of his head was thrown across the room by Cane.



That one hour was a hell for alpha Gill before he breathed his last in such
gruesome state. Cane stood up, alpha Gill's blood dripped from his front cloak
and from his hands, some splayed on his face, as he stared at it with disgust.

All of the watrriors lowered their head solemnly, as if they prayed, it wouldn't
be them next, so did Redmond. A lot of memories flashed in his mind when he
taunted the alpha and provoked him a few times in the past. Now, seeing what
happened to alpha Gill, somehow, he felt grateful to still have his head.

With Cane's brain and his viciousness, Redmond knew, if this alpha wanted
him dead, he would have lost his head without him knowing it, or rather
walked straight to his trap blindly.

After Cane was done with alpha Gill, he walked toward Redmond and before
the warrior could react, Cane had his hand wrapped around his neck and
slammed him to the ground, as Redmond landed next to the headless alpha
Gill, his back drenched with his blood.

For a split second, Redmond thought, Cane would attack him again and out of
instinct, he immediately went into a defensive stance, but as it turned out, the
alpha only stared at him coldly, as if hell could be frozen by a single look of
him. The sight made the warrior shuddered, as he knew, he wouldn't stand a
chance to win if Cane really attacked him.

As a shifter, most of the time, one could sense if their opponent was way
stronger than you and more dominant, that was how they distinguished the
alpha among people, especially a trained warrior like Redmond.

For a few moment, the atmosphere turned very still, as though the time
stopped ticking.

"That's what you will do if something like this happened again to my mate,"
Cane finally spoke, his voice was even, but it sounded so dark and
murderous. "But then, your corpse will be laid next to them."

In another word, Redmond would be killed along with whoever touched his
mate inappropriately, as Cane wouldn't tolerate his failure to protect Iris again.

Something like this shouldn't happen in the first place if Redmond did his job
right.

"Understood?"



"Un- understood," Redmond said with shaky voice, he lowered his head,
because Cane looked so feral and vicious right now, he didn't want to provoke
this alpha.

True to his word, there was a high possibility, he would end up like alpha Gill.

"Put his head on a spike and his body on the wall at the fortress." Cane meant
for everyone to see what kind of fate alpha Gill had.

Two warriors immediately stepped forward to do Cane's order and the rest
followed the alpha out of the room, so did Redmond.

While Redmond was still dreadful with the threat and warning Cane gave to
him, the warriors from the Howling Wolf pack exchanged look with each other
about how their alpha treated their luna.

Same like Jace, they wondered, how their alpha looked so enraged with what
happened to his mate, since in their mind, the only reason Cane kept Iris was
because the Blue Moon pack. However, his reaction was over the top and
killing alpha Gill would jeopardize the plan... right?

They heard what Iris had done for them during their slavery time, but the story
about it somehow hard to believe, they were still rather cynical with the story,
especially only a few people, who were there when Hanna told them the truth
and as time went by and they didn't know Iris personally, since she stayed out
of the pack most of the time, the story about her good deed almost like a
folklore.

The story was existed, but no one could prove the truth about the event.

They were in the state of respecting Iris because of Cane, but if they could,
they didn't want to get involved with her personally.

This was why Redmond was very worried and distraught when Cane didn't
show any response neither reaction to alpha Gill's accusation, because these
warriors from the Howling Wolf pack, would easily believe those nonsenses.

"What we will do now, alpha?" Oliver asked, he was the warrior of the second
command under beta Jace. He had brown eyes and curly, short hair. He was
rather lanky for a warrior, but he was so fast.

"Where are the four alphas and their warriors?"



"All of them inside the main hall, as they enjoyed the party. As per your
instruction, we have told Sir Elijah to order his warriors to surround the main
hall, but he wants to see you first. He makes a fuss to inform the king about
you mobilized the warrior from the borders without his permission."

"Where is he?"
Oliver then led his way toward where Sir Elijah waited for the alpha.

"Alpha Cane!" Elijah immediately approached Cane, fuming, once he saw
him.

Yet, before he could protest, Cane showed the golden stamp to his face.
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BLOODSHED

Elijah was the leader of the border warriors, these warriors were stationed in
every border of the southern pack, but a few days ago, Cane mobilized them
to gather in the Riverside pack by using his golden stamp.

Of course, alpha Gill knew about this, but in his mind, these many warriors
gathered in his pack to defend him against the Red Claw pack, since he
received news about how alpha Dristan marched here with some royal
warriors, asking for his responsibility of the death of the fourth prince and the
lycan, thinking he had a hand in this matter.

Who would have thought, all of this was part of Cane's plan. However, with
the death of Alpha Gill, the plan had changed and what Sir Elijah would hear
next made his jaw dropped.

"Alpha Cane!" Sir Elijah approached Cane, once he saw the alpha, he was
about to protest, how he was lied to by him.

Because of the golden stamp that Cane held, he could mobilize all the royal
warrior as he liked, no question asked, but what Sir Elijah learned once he
arrived was something that made him fumed. He was asked to defend the
Riverside pack against Red Claw pack?! His men were trained to avoid a
conflict between the pack, not to support one of them.



But, now he was ordered to surround the other four alphas inside the main
hall?! What kind of sick game alpha Cane was playing?! Did the king know
about this?

Yet, before a word of protest could slip his lips, Cane had showed him the
golden stamp, as if reminding him of how there shouldn't be any question to
be asked from him.

"Alpha!" Sir Elijah cried out, but he couldn't say anything to see how dark
Cane's expression was right now and how he drenched with blood. Whose
blood was that?

"I will only say it once, so listen carefully," Cane said, emphasizing every
words slowly, so he could hear him clearly. "You will lead your men to
slaughter all the people inside the main hall."

"What?!" Sir Elijah was taken aback with what Cane ordered him to do, he
took a step back. "You can't do that..." But, after saying that, he corrected
himself, remembered about the golden stamp in his hand. "We- we need to
inform the king!"

Cane was not happy to hear his command was denied. He glanced at Oliver,
who was standing beside him. "Arrest him and put him in the dungeon. You
will lead the border warriors."

"Alpha!" Sir Elijah screamed on the top of his lungs, as he fought Oliver and
two more warriors, yet he couldn't shift into his beast, since he was bounded
to his duty. It was already wrong for him to question Cane in the first place
and he couldn't afford the second offense. "You are going to kill the four
alphas from the southern packs! How will you explain this to the king?!"

No. It was not four, but all five of them, leaving Cane would be the only alpha
in the south.

"Alpha! You can't abuse the golden stamp! Alpha Cane, the king will not
please with your decision! Alpha!" Sir Elijah was furious when Oliver forced
down a leaf of Rottingbane, which could make him unable to shift into his
beast, something that you would give to slave.

After that, the two warriors dragged Sir Elijah to the dungeon, while Oliver did
what Cane ordered him to do.



On the other hand, those border warriors couldn't do anything when they
watched their leader was being dragged away. If Sir Elijah couldn't do
anything in front of the golden stamp, let alone them...

With the sudden change of the plan, that night turned bloody. The party had
turned into a massacre, where the four alphas of the southern packs had to
succumb into their horrendous fate, something they never thought would
happen to them when they marched toward the Riverside pack with their
women.

Their warriors had the same fate as them, while the women were spared and
now they were gathered inside one room, trembling in fear and crying to
watch the annihilation of their alphas and masters.

And when the sun rose in the next day, there were five heads hang on the
fortress's wall.

People was shocked and the rumor about what happened started to circulate
among the member of the Riverside pack. Eventually, this news would reach
the other four packs, as they also lost their leader within a night.

However, during those bloodshed event, a certain woman slept through the
night peacefully. She was clueless about what kind of fate her assaulter had
to face.

Yet, her peace didn't last for long because once she opened her eyes, all the
dreadful things she had gone through came in full force into her mind, akin to
a broken dam. It was overwhelming, as she had to deal with a lot of emotions
at once, the stream of anger and fear came down on her.

However, when Iris thought, she wouldn't be able to endure it, she turned
numb. She had this out of body experience, as if what happened to her was
something that happened to someone else and she watched it from the
sideline, as if she learned about it from another people.

Something clicked in her mind and she didn't feel any emotions.

Iris was surprised, she blinked her eyes in confusion, but then she tilted her
head when she felt someone was staring at her.

It was Cane. He was standing a few steps away from her. There was silence
between them before the alpha approached his luna.



Cane looked impeccable, there was no trace of blood, neither the disgusting
smell of it when he came closer to Iris, despite what had happened out there
and the turmoil he had caused for the five packs in the south.

"How was your sleep?" Cane asked lIris, he sat down on the edge of the bed,
gauging her reaction with their closeness, but it seemed, it didn't affect her.

"I am fine," Iris replied in small voice. She stared into his eyes and then
averted her gaze toward the window. The sky was so bright, it was a beautiful
day, despite the horrifying night. "Something... happened?" Iris trailed off. She
thought, she would dread the topic, but when she brought it up, she felt
nothing.

"Gill is dead... so did all the four alphas."

Iris was surprised when she read it, but she didn't look too shock, as she only
frowned her brows slightly, as if she heard something unpleasant.

"l will take you back to the Howling Wolf pack with Redmond. Stay there for a
while, | will clean up this mess first. You will be safe there and Hanna will
arrive in a few days."

Cane didn't use to explain himself. If he was going to send Iris to the Howling
Wolf pack, he would only tell her so, but he felt it was necessary for her to
know the reason why he sent her away.

"No." Iris shook her head. "I don't want to go back." She then added. "l want to
see his dead body."
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SHE WAS SO NUMB

The original plan was to make Iris stayed with him, until they returned to the
capital city, but seeing the condition right now and what happened to her,
furthermore the plan had changed completely, it would be better for Iris to go
back to the Howling Wolf pack, as the journey would only take half a day. She
would be fine.

However, to Cane surprised, Iris refused to go.



"Do you want to see his dead body?" Cane asked, to make sure he heard her
right. This was the last thing, he thought Iris would ask to him.

He saw it with his own eyes how afraid this girl was when he killed Vemion in
her presence, she was shocked and couldn't utter a word.

But right now, she asked him to take her to see Gill's dead body?

"Yes. | want to see him... if he really died." Iris's voice trailed off, she stared at
Cane, but her gaze was so distance, as if she was seeing something else
instead. "l don't want to go back. | want to stay here."

Cane studied her for a while. He contemplated about his weird situation and
her strange behavior. He could understand if she was crying and felt
depressed, but instead, she looked like she was numb.

"Okay." Cane nodded. "But, you need to eat your breakfast first."

Iris didn't say anything and with that, Cane asked someone to deliver their
breakfast, in which Iris ate only a few spoons before she pushed it away and
he needed to coax her to eat some more, but Iris kept shaking her head.

She didn't cry, she talked about what happened to her calmly. She didn't avoid
the topic and she remembered everything.

This was not how lIris used to deal with traumatizing event that Cane knew.
She was not this calm when she remembered what Kellan had done to her
when she was little. She even grazed the topic about Kellan in their
conversation, but there was no emaotion in it.

She was not in the same mental state like Venna, but the truth... Iris was
rather cold and this made Cane even more concerned about her.

He had never seen this side of her.

Meanwhile, in the capital city, the news about the death of the five alphas
reached the king through the first flying hawk and a messenger immediately
rushed to report it to him.

Currently, the king was in bed, having a rough sex with Nala and lady Cyan
when a knock could be heard from the door.



"What the fuck is that?!" king Aeon roared because his morning was
interrupted when he was in the middle of the deed.

Nala's back was exposed to the king, her smooth skin covered with bruises
and cuts, her hair tangled up and there were a few wounds on her arms that
started to heal. She fainted a few times during the night, as the king vented
out his frustration to her for the last few days, especially with how everything
had happened and how the public favored the alpha from the Howling Wolf
pack, they praised him to the moon and made a song for him.

It was so rare for an alpha like him to devote himself to one woman, especially
when he was willing to go through danger and chased after the cursed lycan
to get his woman back.

And the more people favored Cane, the more king Aeon enraged. This was
what he was worried about. Cane turned his people against him!

"Important report, my king!" the guard said from behind the door.

On the other hand, lady Cyan got off the bed, she took a cloak to cover her
naked body. Compared to Nala, she looked fine. Her skin was as smooth as
ever, she looked flawless, since the king didn't hurt her at all and she took all
the pleasure, while Nala took all the brunt.

"What is it?" Lady Cyan opened the door and stood there to receive the news.

Because of the importance role of lady Cyan and how the king used to be
seen with her openly in the last few weeks, the guard reported it to her instead
and handed the envelop, which explained in detail about what happened in
the southern pack.

From inside of the room, the guard could hear the king's labor breathing and
Nala's whimpering voice, as she was in so much pain.

It didn't take a genius to know what was going on inside of the room, more so,
Nala had been confined inside for more than three weeks.

Her father had asked to meet with her and the king let Leon to watch his
daughter was being fucked by the king. He was not allowed to avert his eyes.

And every time he asked to meet with Nala, that was how they would meet,
without any exchanged words, with that, Leaon stopped his request.



"The five alphas in the southern packs were proven guilty because they
collaborate to perform black magic," the guard concluded the contain of the
letter.

"What?!" Lady Cyan widened her eyes, as she gritted her teeth. She opened
the letter and read quickly.

The letter was not long, but it said everything they needed to know about how
alpha Cane found Vemion's head in the Riverside pack, his arms in the
Chrystal Moon pack, his legs in the Bloody Wolf pack, his upper body in the
Silver River pack and his lower body, his abdomen, in the Diandem pack.

Alpha Cane from the Howling Wolf pack had taken the matter at his hand and
delivered the punishment to those alphas for treason.

The evidence was so loud and clear that those alphas had joined hand to
perform the black magic and summoned the lycan, as the poor fourth prince
was the sacrifice for it. Thankfully, Luna Iris could be saved, or else, she
would end up like prince Vemion.

"What kind of rubbish is this!?" Lady Cyan gritted her teeth.
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"What kind of rubbish is this!?" Lady Cyan gritted her teeth, as she squeezed
the letter in her hand and closed her eyes to control her emotions, she looked
so livid.

But, before she could completely get a grip of the whole situation, another
guard came to report an important information.

"There is a letter from the Holy Kingdom, my lady."

"What? Holy Kingdom? What they want?" Lady Cyan frowned. She knew the
words would get to Andelus continent eventually when the king decided to
make it public about the lycan and the black magic, but it shouldn't be this



fast. At the very least, the fastest they would get any reaction from the Holy
Kingdom, it would be three months from now.

The guard looked hesitated, as if he was about to speak something, but he
didn't know how to start it.

"Speak!" Lady Cyan hissed through her gritted teeth. She was no longer
looked as calm as she used to be and rather terrifying at this moment.

"It was prince Alan, who sent the letter to the Holy Kingdom, he explained
everything that happened here and asked them for help, to retrieve his
position and prove his innocent."

And how the guard knew about that when it was only Lou and Alan himself,
who knew the gist of the letter?

Of course, it was because the merchant leaked the information... so the guard
could explain this to the king.

Without saying a word, Cyan rushed out of the room, barefooted and with only
a thin cloak to cover her nudity. She couldn't care less about her appearance
right now. She needed to discuss this with her brother and hastened their
plan, or else, everything they had worked on would go to the drain.

All of the report about what happened in the south was bullshit! She knew
damn well there was no black magic in the south! Especially at that scale,
which involved the five packs.

With all the alphas had been executed, it only left Cane alone as the alpha
from the south and lady Cyan was not that stupid to see what the alpha from
the Howling Wolf pack aimed for.

Cane was so sleek and cunning, she underestimated him.

Yet, the question was; was everything that happened only a coincidence? Or
was that had been planned beforehand? Was that premeditated? And how
could anyone involve a lycan? Who had summoned that creature? Was that
Cane, who had summoned it? He performed a black magic? The thought of it
was beyond her...

Cyan couldn't say for sure about that.



Inside the carriage, the atmosphere was so still, aside from the sound of
hooves beats, both Cane and Iris didn't say anything. They were weirdly
silence through the journey to the fortress, where the alpha had ordered them
to put the heads of the five alphas.

It took two hours to reach the fortress by carriage from the pack house and
when the carriage stopped, Cane walked out first before he helped Iris to get
down. They did it naturally and everyone, who were presence there could tell
they had done it countless time before.

Once Iris had steadied herself, she let go of Cane's hand and walked closer to
the fortress, where she could see the five heads on the spikes.

Iris immediately recognized Gill's head, despite the head lost it lower jaw. If
the other heads were being cut off by their neck, Gill's head was being ripped
off from his mouth.

"What happened to his mouth?" Iris asked calmly, her eyes fixed on weird cut
of alpha Gill's head. She didn't blink and her blue eyes held no trace of fear at
all. She looked so calm and Cane observed her from the side.

"l ripped his mouth," he replied simply.
"Was he in pain?"
"Yes."

Iris said nothing, she stared at the other heads, as if the gruesome sight
before her was nothing. Her indifference was very concerning.

Even Redmond, who stood a few meters away from her, found her behavior
was very weird, as if Iris had turned into someone else.

There was no tear, she didn't even avert her gaze, but there was no anger as
well. Her lack of emotions made him frowned deeply. He thought, she would
stay inside the bedroom for a few days before they returned to the Howling
Wolf pack, because that was the plan Cane had for her, but who would have
thought she would ask to come here?



Redmond didn't believe that at first, but now, he was unsure what to believe.
Iris looked like someone else...

"He deserved that," Iris said after a long silence, responding to Cane's
confirmation about how alpha Gill was in pain when he died.

"YeS_"
"And also Kellan, the king, and all the people like them. They deserve that."

Cane stared at Iris and for the first time, he saw the depth of hatred in her
eyes. Her blue eyes looked so dim and it filled with rage and anger, he didn't
know she would be able to have.

Right at the same time, miles away, the light of the five swords dimmed.

"Cane, we have problem," Jace said, as he interrupted the alpha and luna's
moment, because this matter was so urgent and Cane needed to know about
this immediately.

Iris tilted her head when she saw Jace came over.

"Speak," Cane said, but the beta looked reluctant because Iris was so close
and she stared at him now, but when the alpha didn't say anything, he didn't
have any other choice, but to report it in Iris's presence.

"A woman just arrived in the Howling Wolf pack in this morning and she
claimed, she is pregnant with your child."

Cane glanced at Iris first, as he caught her expression slightly turned sour.
"Who is this woman?" he asked calmly, as if he didn't bother with the news at
all, since he was well aware the only women, he had been intimated with were
Aria and his mate.
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A DROOLING BABY
If there was a woman, who would be with his child, it would be Iris, because

she was the last person, he was being intimated with, but both of them knew
how impossible it was.



They were being intimated when Iris went through her first heat and it was
months ago, if she was really pregnant, she would be showing by now.

Because of what happened to him, the sex with Cane would be very rough
and raw, as he couldn't control himself once he got aroused and Aria knew
that. If it was not for her advance all the time, Cane and her wouldn't have had
sex as much as they did, since Cane didn't do it all the time with Iris.

He was very careful with his mate. Thankfully, whenever he was with her, it
was the peace he craved the most from her, not the thought to get pleasure
from her, especially after he learned what she had gone through, there was no
way, in his conscience, Cane would want to revive such trauma on her.

"Who is this woman?" Cane asked, as he saw how lIris's expression turned a
little bit sour. Somehow, it made him a little bit relief, because her calm and
collected self was really disturbing.

Hearing this, Redmond came closer, he was agitated because he heard how
Cane had a child with another woman. He didn't remember when this alpha
was being with another woman, aside from Iris, more so, he was very busy
nowadays and he didn't think, he would have time for such thing.

But, as it turned out, the alpha really knew how to make the most of his time.

Redmond was angry with this thought, as hundreds of possibilities ran through
his mind. This child would be a threat for Iris's position in the Howling Wolf
pack.

He couldn't believe it, there was time he admired him, though he wouldn't
admit it, with the way Cane stood up for Iris and killed alpha Gill for what he
had done, despite it changed the entirety of his plan, but from the look of it, he
was no different from any other alphas. He couldn't stop his lust and one
woman would never be enough to satisfy him.

Redmond was seething inside on behalf of Iris.

"Her name is Sofia. She is from Moon Dew pack, alpha Gallot's mistress."
Jace narrowed his eyes at Cane. He didn't know what to feel about this news.
"She is currently six months pregnant. It seems, she conceived when you
went to the Black Market and stay in the pack house." Jace glanced at Iris,
whose expression had returned to be stoic again.



Jace was not sure whether to believe it or not. If that woman was really
pregnant with Cane's child, it meant, his infertility problem had been solved,
but of course, it would bring another trouble for them, since the woman
wouldn't come with good intention. She was the mistress of alpha Gallot after
all. This must be premeditated.

"Kaz had received her and currently all the pack member have known about
this news and they overjoyed on your behalf," Jace added.

The way Sofia came with her ladies and guards had caused commoaotion,
especially when she announced it out loud about how she was pregnant with
the alpha's child. This would be the alpha's firstborn. The next in line for the
title.

The news was so refreshing for them, because it brought hope for pack, since
they had been waiting for this kind of news from their luna, yet Iris was still not
with a baby in her stomach.

On the other hand, Redmond seemed to recall something. "Alpha Gallot's
mistress?" he furrowed his brows.

But, it was Cane, who genuinely confirmed what was in his mind. "Hm. Your

child." And after saying that, Cane took Iris's hand and helped her to get onto
the carriage. It was enough for them to see those heads of the alphas. In the
end, they were not a good sight to see in the morning.

Meanwhile, Redmond was dumbfounded. He was speechless and couldn't
think straight, while Jace was stunned.

"What do you mean?" Jace wanted to ask Cane, but he already got on the
carriage with Iris and closed the door, didn't want to be disturbed, thus the
beta directed his question to Redmond instead. "What happened here? What
Cane meant with the baby is yours?"

Jace didn't come to the Black Market, thus he was clueless about this detail,
after all, this was not an important information that would intervene with their
plan, something he didn't need to know, but who would have thought,
Redmond would be naive enough to finish it inside the woman and didn't take
any precaution, as he assumed the woman would take the Dragonheart tea
after their intimated moment.



"What is it?!" Jace grew frustrated, because Redmond didn't answer his
guestion. "Hey! Answer me, is that baby yours?"

However, instead of answering the question, Redmond threw a dagger look at
Jace before he stormed off to take a seat on the coachman's seat. He looked
distraught. He had a child? He was... a father?!

In his mind, he imagined a little creature that looked like him, drooling and
crying... what would become of the child to have him as a father and...
whoever that woman was as their mother.

Meanwhile, inside the carriage, Iris refused to look Cane, though it was very
obvious, the alpha wanted to say something to her, as he openly stared at his
mate, who looked at the fortress from the small window inside the carriage.

Cane sighed, he leaned over and took her hands, he squeezed them gently to
get her attention, but Iris tried to withdraw her hands from his grip,
unfortunately for her, in a matter of strength, they couldn't be compared, but it
didn't mean she was not as stubborn as him.

"Are you angry?" Cane asked, despite Iris didn't look his way and this time,
she closed her eyes, pretending to be asleep.
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Cane was floored, this was the first time for Iris to blatantly ignore him. She
looked very angry and tried to suppress her feeling, which he understood why,
she misdirected her anger.

Iris was there and she understood what was going on and knew the fact that
the baby absolutely not his.

"Iris," Cane called her name, knowing she wouldn't be able to know it, as he
squeezed and tugged her hands to get her attention.

"Where do you want to go?" Jace asked, he knocked on the carriage door, as
he sat down beside Jace, who looked like he just lost his soul. Fatherhood
absolutely not in his plan in the near future and the beta couldn't get anything
out of him.



In his frustration, Jace really wished for Ethan to speed up, so he could get a
full story about what was going on! This whole thing drove him crazy! The way
Cane treated Iris and how she was right now and what the hell with a
pregnant woman came to their door and claimed she was having Cane's
baby, while in truth it was Redmond's?!

"Pack house," Cane said.

Jace then took the reins, because Redmond was in no way taking them out
anywhere.

Meanwhile, inside the carriage, it was very quiet, just like their journey to the
fortress, but it was not the same silence. The atmosphere felt heavier than
before and Iris looked so angry, though she had her eyes closed.

The alpha on the other hand, he didn't try to make her talked to him when she
didn't want it, but somehow, he felt uncomfortable with this quiet Iris. He used
to listen to what she was thinking and communicating her feeling, thus the
silence sounded louder than her cry and scream.

The whole two hours their journey back to the pack house, Iris pretended to
be asleep, but there must be a point where she fell asleep for real, because
her breathing became even and her expression softened slightly, though there
was still furrow between her brows.

Once the carriage stopped, Cane didn't immediately wake her up and order
Jace to get him all the secret missiles he had to read, he also told them to
report everything to him through the window of the carriage. Because of Iris's
condition, thus it wouldn't be a problem for them to be a little bit noisy. It
wouldn't disturb her sleep.

From what Cane learned, the rumor had spread in the capital city in the way
he wanted it and the Holy Kingdom had sent their letter to the king, informing
him they were coming to deal with the problem with the black magic.

The current Serafim would come as well along with her Holy Knights. It would
take them a month to reach Ogregon Continent through the sea, which
probably, they would be here in the end of spring.

Everything went according to Cane's plan, though there was a little bit hiccup
here and there, but overall, his chest pieces moved to the direction he
intended them to be.



Ethan and the people from the Red Claw pack, who marched to the Riverside
pack, must have heard about the news and they would be here within three
days, there was a little bit delay because of monster attack, thankfully, none of
the warrior from the Howling Wolf pack was injured.

For now, Cane only needed to wait for the right time to make his next move,
but while waiting, he must to think of a way to deal with the pregnant woman
in his pack, as his pack member thought she was carrying his child.

Cane glanced at sleeping Iris and moved to sit down next to her, as he
cradled her face and let her leaned against his chest, putting his hand on her
shoulder, while he read another letter, it was from Lou, the merchant said he
would be out of the capital city within this week and headed toward the
Howling Wolf pack.

Cane narrowed his eyes to read his cursive handwriting and felt irritated to
see it. He tossed the letter aside, as he mindlessly drew circles on Iris's arm
and moved onto another letter.

When the sun almost set and Cane had almost done with all the report he
received and order he gave to his people to deal with the aftermath of his bold
move, Iris woke up, she rubbed her sleepy face and yawned. She looked
sleepy and seemingly forgot that she was mad to Cane before she fell asleep,
for whatever reason she had.

"Hungry?" Cane asked when she looked around her and then to him. She
frowned when she realized they were inside the carriage.

All the braziers and torches had been lit up and the luminous pearls
illuminated every dark corner of this building.

Iris blinked her eyes, frowning and Cane could see how her mind started to
get a grip of what was happening, as she started to remember about her
anger. Iris glared at him and jumped out of the carriage, ignoring him.

Cane couldn't understand why she was so angry, though she knew the truth.
Hell, he had never touched that woman and absolutely the baby was not his!

"Iris!" Cane got off the carriage and held her hand, he pulled her back, so she
could face him. He was not used with her silence. He had seen her being a
chatter, her cry, her frustration and heard her screaming in agony, he used to



hear what was in her mind, but he couldn't with her ignoring him. "What's
wrong?"

Iris gritted her teeth, she didn't cry, but her eyes turned so red. She refused to
speak.

Meanwhile, Jace dragged Redmond away, so the two of them would be able
to have a private time to talk about whatever problem they had right now,
while the warrior frowned, but he let the beta to take him away.

If it was Ethan, the gamma would definitely stay...

"Talk to me," Cane demanded.
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Cane could concoct a grand plan that caused a catastrophe throughout the
continent and rendered the king useless with the power in his hand, but he
couldn't figure out what the cause of Iris's anger, since all the logical thing that
he could think of was not enough to make her mad.

Gill had died and it didn't look like she was dealing with her trauma right now,
because Cane could feel the anger was directed at him. What he had done so
wrong to incur her wrath?

Was it the recent news of the baby? Iris knew very well the baby was not his.
It was Redmond's.

"Talk to me, why are you angry?" Cane asked her calmly, but his grip was
firm, because lIris tried to get away from him. If it was any other day, he would
let her go to cool off, but the alpha was being a little bit selfish right now. He
didn't want to wait and demand an answer from her, an explanation about
what bothered her.

Iris glared at him, because she couldn't make him to loosen his grip and Cane
held her dagger look. He didn't budge.



"Why are you angry?" Cane asked the same question again, but this time, Iris
bit his wrist in her attempt to avoid him. It was clear, she didn't want to speak,
yet Cane wanted the opposite.

He didn't like their current state right now. He was not comfortable with what
was happening between them.

This could be said as their first real fight, as both of them were so stubborn
and didn't want to back down.

The alpha let his mate to bite him as she liked, after all, this was not the first
time she bit him, though he would prefer the first...

Cane stared at her curly, auburn hair, which slightly messy, strands of hair
loosened from her braids, though he could feel her teeth sunk into his flesh,
he didn't flinch and caress her head instead, which made Iris to lift her head
and swat his hand away.

"Don't touch me!" Iris screamed in anger. Her emotions were all over the
places, she felt like she was no longer able to know what she was angry for. It
was a mixture of fear, anger, frustration, panic, clueless and everything else...

It was so hard for her to communicate her feeling, forming it into words and
being angry was way easier.

"Don't touch me! Don't touch me! Don't touch me!" Iris snapped, she balled
her fists and started to hit Cane. She hit his arms and chest, but he didn't
budge, neither he let her go, instead, his eyes became sharper and his jaw
hardened to see Iris lost it.

Before his eyes, he could see how Iris became frantic and confused.

When Cane didn't give any reaction with her hitting him, she kicked him
instead. She tried to kick his leg so hard, but she forgot, the man before her
had gone through so much worst than this, he was built differently...

"Ah!" Iris immediately knelt down when her toe sprained after she kicked his
shin. Cane quickly squatted down as well to check on her, but a harsh slap
landed on his cheek, which made both of them surprised.

The pain in her palm snapped her back from her conniption, but the next thing
that happened made both of them unable to utter a single word, as Cane



kissed her roughly. He put his hand on the back of her head to deepen their
Kiss.

They could taste the frustration and desperation from one another...

"Mother, please...! Please! Stop this! Argh!!" Alan screamed on the top of his
lungs, while no one could save him, since it was only him and his mother
inside this room, the damned room, which had confined him for weeks!
"Mother, please! You are going to kill me, if you keep doing this!"

Alan felt his heart would burst into million pieces, as it beat so fast, he was
having a hard time to breath, his face turned red and all of this happened
because of lady Cyan, who looked at him with so much anger in her beautiful
eyes. Murderous intention radiated from her when she gritted her teeth.

If she didn't have any use of this useless son of hers, she would have killed
him long time ago! She hated children and having a child on her own didn't
change that feeling at all!

The only thing that kept her from killing Alan was the fact, they needed this
useless, spineless creature to be alive until the time was right.

"Enough, Cyan," Dexter said, he put his hand on Cyan's shoulder, trying to
calm her down, because she looked like she was going to kill Alan for real this
time.

"How can | give birth to this useless thing like him?! Did | forget to give birth to
his brain?!" Cyan gritted her teeth, as she fought the urge to kill him right there
and then.

Thanked to Cane's scheme, she could put his brother as the leader of the
royal sorcerer without making a fuss and raising any suspicion, but the son of
hers had dug their own grave to invite the Serafim to this continent.

Lady Cyan put down her hand, she couldn't kill him, or else, decades of plan
would go down to the drain. She was right when she thought a stupid people
could drag the people around them down to their demise with their stupidity.

But, it was so ironic when the stupid figure was her own child.



"How long is she?" Lady Cyan closed her eyes to collect herself.

"The child will be ready in the end of this spring." Dexter went over to check
on Alan, who was whimpering pitifully.

"Mother, how can you not do anything when they talked rubbish about me and
stripped me from my status?!" Alan wailed, feeling unfair and this only made
lady Cyan boiled in anger.
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Alan still couldn't understand the gravity of the situation and the fact he was
almost killed by his own mother, since this had happened countless time, but
lady Cyan would never go through until the end.

"You don't want to help me to get my status back, but | figured out a way to
retaliate and clear my name! You should be proud of me!" Alan roared. He
had been looking for his mother's recognition for long time, he wanted to hear
she praised him and looked at him a little bit warmly, but all he got was a
disdainful look in her eyes. "You told me to get close to that bastard merchant!
| did exactly what you said!"

"What in the world can make you think you are close with him?" Dexter
narrowed his eyes. He could understand the frustration of his sister to have
this kind of child.

"He gave me an advice."

"What kind of advice?" Lady Cyan opened her eyes and glared at Alan. "How
can he give you an advice?"

Alan was stunned. He was not sure whether it was alright to tell his mother
about it, but he couldn't back away when his mother and this sorcerer had put
their interest in what he was going to say.

Therefore, Alan blurted out what actually happened a few nights ago.



"Appeared inside your room without no one noticed him?" Dexter tried to
confirm what Alan just said. "No one could appear and disappear from this
room without the guards noticed him."

"l swear! | swear he just appeared!"
"And why don't you ask him how he could do that?"

Alan was silence and both of them knew why. It didn't cross his mind at all to
ask the merchant, because he was too excited of the advice he gave to him
and it didn't take a genius to guess what kind of advice Lou had given to this
moron.

"He gave me a good advice! Now we are in a better term with each other! |
have done what you wanted me to do and taking care of myself when you and
father refused to help! | am innocent! | don't know anything and have nothing
to do with black magic! You should be proud of me!"

Lady Cyan was so enraged, until she couldn't utter a single word and her
silence was so deafening.

"We need to talk about our next move," Lady Cyan said to her brother, as she
walked out of the room, was not willing to spend another second with the
presence of her son. "We need to let father knows about this."

Without them knowing it, the alpha of the Howling Wolf pack had gotten a hold
of the southern part of the kingdom. She thought, he was only a nuisance, but
as it turned out, he became a threat now, while that lecherous king still buried
his face between Nala's legs.

"He will not be happy to hear this," Dexter commented. His eyes dimmed
slightly, as he thought about that woman. He had spent months with her and
knew her a little bit better...

Jace was dumbstruck when he looked over his shoulder and saw Cane was
kissing Iris intensely. Both of them were on the ground, while Iris was sitting
and Cane was kneeling down in front of her, his body towered above her
small one and from the beta's point of view he could only see Cane's back,
but there was no mistake the alpha was kissing his luna right now.



What. The. Hell. Is. Going. On. With. Them?!

Jace could understand when Cane didn't give so much reaction when Iris
kissed him, because she was drunk, though it was out of character for him to
look calm after being kissed, but right now, it was him, who took the initiative
to kiss her? Was he drunk?

From what Jace knew about the alpha, he despised it when someone kissed
him because of what he had gone through.

Therefore, watching Cane kissing Iris as if it was his second nature had left
Jace floored, but he didn't have time and the timing was not right to ask such
guestion to the alpha and now, he witnessed him kissing her?!

It was not a simple peck, he was literally kissing her!

"What are you staring at?" Redmond frowned because Jace stopped dragging
him away and glanced toward Cane and Iris. "What is it? They are making out
in the open now?"

"What?" Jace turned his head toward Redmond upon hearing his comment,
so fast, he thought, he would sprain his neck. "They did make out behind the
close door?"

Redmond looked at Jace, as if his question was very silly. "They are mate,
what do you think they are doing behind the close door?" It was very logical
for Redmond to assume that, since he didn't know Cane very well and it was
only a common sense for mate to have sex, what made this beta so surprised
about that fact?

"What do you think they are doing? Cuddling?" Redmond looked at him funny.
He forced himself to stop thinking about fatherhood, because there was
nothing good coming out from such thought.

More so, there was a possibility Cane would plot to kill the woman and the
baby, after all, the baby was not his child and Redmond wouldn't be bothered
by that, or so he thought...

"They are in the same room? Sleeping in the same bed?!"

"Yeah. Where else they will sleep, huh?"



This time, it was Redmond, who dragged the beta away because he was
being too loud. He didn't want to interrupt Iris and Cane, probably this time,
the alpha could get her pregnant.

Above them, the sky had turned so dark, as the moon shone so bright,
illuminated the two distraught people, who almost lost in their own passionate
kiss, as they tried to be close with each other without them realizing it.

They tried to understand one another desperately.
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This was the first time for Iris to be kissed, she was not sure what to do to
match his aggressiveness, but she was so desperate to get close to him, as
she kissed him back clumsily and this made the alpha tensed up.

Cane groaned into her mouth, when he could feel her nails grazed his neck,
as she tried to hold onto her during their kiss. Iris tasted so sweet and
screamed innocent, as she tried to figure out how to kiss him back.

His mate pressed her body against him and tangled his hair with her fingers
and this made him lost it.

However, Cane stopped himself before he went too far and it was too late for
him to backtrack. He pushed Iris away lightly and distance himself, he needed
to cool off before the heat got to him, once it did, it would be either he hurt
himself, or he hurt her and what they were doing was a close call...

Cane didn't know what got into him when he kissed her. For someone like
him, losing himself in a heated moment, was mortifying, even so for himself.

After all, he couldn't afford to make a reckless and an impulsive decision, but
he just did with Iris and the more shocking revelation for him was; he didn't
despise it...

He used to hate someone else's touch, let alone an intimate act such as a
kiss, yet her touch and kiss were so different for him... it didn't repulse him,
but he couldn't say the same about what Iris felt right now.



On the other hand, Iris looked flustered because all of sudden, Cane rejected
her, but she couldn't say anything, as she tried to calm down her breathing,
taking a good grasp of what was going on just a second ago.

They were kissing, there was no denying it, as Iris still could feel the taste of
his cold lips against hers. Her lips were swollen, but when the realization hit
her, she blushed profusely. She lowered her head, didn't want to see Cane,
yet the anger still etched in her mind and heart. She couldn't get rid of it and
the more she tried, the more she agitated herself by her effort.

She wanted to scream in frustration, she wanted to be angry, despite knowing
it was so wrong to vent out all of her negative emotions toward her mate, but
her heart was constricted, she felt so overwhelmed with everything that was
going on around her and the news about Sofia, claiming she was pregnant
with Cane's baby and how the member of the Howling Wolf pack was
overjoyed with the news as they welcomed this stranger with opened arms,
made lris felt so sick, worthless and angry.

That was the last straw for Iris.

For a moment, the silence was so deafening, even for Iris, who used to it, as
the only sound she could hear was the howling from the lycan and that one
time, when she heard Cane called her name during her heat. She thought,
she must be mistaken it, that it was only in her mind.

"I don't understand with your anger," Cane said, despite Iris didn't look at him.
"I don't understand why you are angry at me. You need to tell me what you
feel, so | understand what is going on. | can't understand you and it frustrated
me."

And then another silence, as Iris kept her head low, she stared at her finger,
as if it was the most interesting thing in her life right now, while her mind
wandered a thousand of possibilities. All of her negative thoughts and
memories hunted her down right at this moment, though outward, she looked
so placid and quiet, but there was storm inside of her.

‘Men carrying pain are storms and your mate is in so much pain.' Redmond
said those words once in the past and now she thought it applied to her as
well. There was also this one time, he told her how Cane had changed her.

Cane did change her with or without him realizing it. It was so true. By
involving herself in the storm that Cane had created, Iris was forced and



demanded to change in the way she saw her surrounding and faced the
problem.

And she needed to keep changing in order to keep up with everything that
was going on or would happen in the future.

But, she felt so stuck at this moment. She couldn't get rid of this bitter feeling
after hearing the news about Sofia and the feeling of unworthy and dirty,
because of what Kellan and alpha Gill had done to her, she was so broken, it
was not only her back that was scarred, but what heinous act they had done
to her had scarred so deep within her mind.

Cane stared at her, trying to read what was going on in her pretty head, but it
was hard to tell, because she acted not like usual.

Iris didn't seem to repulse the kiss between them earlier, Cane was even able
to see how she blushed, which meant his act didn't trigger her trauma,
something he concerned the most, as he didn't want his recklessness hurt her
again like what happened before.

"She is pregnant. She is pregnant with your child," Iris said in mumbling voice
after the silence that stretched between them.

Hearing that, Cane moved closer to her and put his finger under her chin to lift
her head, so she could see what he was going to say.

"You know the baby is Redmond's."

Iris gritted her teeth. She didn't cry, she looked so upset and agitated. "But,
what all people knows the baby is yours!" She looked at Cane dead in the
eyes. "She is carrying your child! People thinks she is pregnant with your
child! What will you do?! The king gave you two years to have an heir and
now this is your opportunity to claim the baby!"
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Cane was infertile and Iris knew that fact since the beginning. He wouldn't
have a baby on his own, though it had never mentioned and she had never



thought about it too deeply, but the king's demand was always in the back of
her mind.

In rare time, Iris wondered what kind of plot Cane would create to get away
from it. What if the time came and he was still without a child? Would he
blame her for that? Iris didn't think Cane would do that to her.

And now Sofia came and everything was crashing down around her when the
realization of what Cane would do, the possibility he thought about it, crushed
her broken heart. The pain of what future held for her, the thought of her
future self, where she had to keep up with another woman, while the whole
pack praised her for giving Cane an heir, how those people would go back to
see her as none other than Gerald's daughter, scared her and now her fear
had turned into anger and made her so bitter about anything... about
everything...

This was an opportunity for Cane to be able to get away with the king's
demand and knowing him, he wouldn't let this slide. Cane was an opportunist
and both of them were well aware of that fact.

So, what left for Iris? What she would become? She held his deepest secret,
but what she could do with those secrets? It didn't look like she was capable
of helping him with anything aside from calming down the lycan.

People would see her as a failure because she couldn't give the alpha a child
and all the finger would be pointed at her. There was no way it would cross
their mind the alpha was the one with the problem and the truth would forever
be buried.

For them to learn about that fact and for it the secret to come to light, would
ruin a lot of things, more so, it would do more harm than good.

Iris felt so worthless and dirty. She was so angry with herself and the situation.
She had never felt such strong emotions before and this dreaded her.

Cane would raise the child as his own, since he needed to pass down his title
someday and this child was his chance. This child would probably be the ‘only
child' for Cane and that woman would take everything Iris wished to have.

Her desire to belong to someone, to a pack, to feel like she was part of them,
like a family... it would never happen.



Iris was frustrated. She had been shunned away by people around her since
she was a child and having a brother like Mason and a father like Gerald only
made her desired for the connection and affection she had never received.

This was the reason why Iris clung to Cane desperately and how Redmond
would reprimand her how she would do everything to please her mate,
because she felt the affection and the connection from the mate bond,
something she had longed for so long.

And now, with Sofia came around, things wouldn't be the same between her
and Cane. Called her selfish, but she liked it when those women looked at her
with envy because she was the only woman in Cane's life.

In the past, Iris was sure, Cane wouldn't take a mistress because the
complicated situation with his condition, but she was not sure anymore now.

Sofia could be a luna of the pack because she had a child with Cane, just like
how her father took her mother as his luna because he was infatuated by her
beauty.

Then what about her?

"What now?! What will you do now?! What should | do?!" Iris literally
screamed agitatedly at Cane, something she had never done before.

Because the alpha wanted to know what was in her mind and he wouldn't let
her go before he learned about it, thus Iris blurted out everything, so he would
know what bothered and scared her.

Her words were jumbled up, she kept repeating the same thing for a while,
because she was overwhelmed with her emotions.

However, Cane could get the gist of it and was able to get a grip of what the
caused of her anger. Somehow, he felt relief with the way she screamed at

him and tried to communicate her feeling again. He really didn't like it when

she ignored him.

"You don't need to do anything," Cane finally replied, after Iris stopped
screaming at him, but his answer only aggravated her.

That was it? After she almost lost her breath to explain her feeling, only that
sentence she got?! Iris swatted his hand and pushed him away.



She probably would regret the way she treated Cane right now when she
came to her sense, but something snapped inside of her after what alpha Gill
had done, she felt a lot of anger inside of her and she couldn't control it.

After Iris pushed Cane away from her, she stood up and was about to walk
away when the alpha immediately stood up as well and grabbed her wrist to
make her stayed.

“Let me go!" Iris snarled at him, glaring angrily at Cane, but the alpha simply
nudged the back of his hand toward her mouth, which made her confused.

"If you are going to bite me again, do it."
Iris blushed. Ugh! "I am not going to do that!"

"Then let's talk calmly." Cane stretched out his hand, as he pinched her chin
to make her stopped biting her lip. "And don't bite yourself too." His voice was
so soft, only if Iris could hear him, she would know how gentle he was with her
right now. People around him wouldn't know he still had this side of him after
what he had gone through.

"You will claim the baby."

"l will not." Cane shook his head. "It's impossible after all."



