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MORE PEOPLE HAD COME

This furry creature was so big, it could be said it had the size of six to seven
werewolves, but with small eyes that looked too small for its huge body.

After rolling down the cliff, the white bear sat down on the dirty ground, turning
its head left and right to see the two group of seething werewolves, ready to
tear each other apart, yet this furry creature didn't seem to have any sense of
danger.

And after turning its head left and right, as if contemplating, which side it had
to pick, the bear turned toward Jace and Redmond and bare its fangs and
raised both hands, while roaring loudly, showing its ferocious side.

Redmond had seen this creature a few times before and Jace had seen it
twice, but both of them were sure if this creature was here, Lou should be
here too, but then, wasn't the merchant was on their side? Or they were being
betrayed again? The thought of it was sickening.

They didn't stand a chance to fight the royal warrior and the Blue Moon pack
warrior, let alone with the addition of this white bear.

However, before the bear could charge toward them, they could hear
someone shouting from above the cliff, his voice filled with annoyance.

"Not that side, you silly bear!" Lou appeared, on top of the cliff, he looked
disheveled. "The other side, you silly creature!"

The bear actually stopped being ferocious toward Redmond and Jace's group,
whimpering because Lou was shouting, it turned its big ass toward the royal
warrior now and bared its fangs again.

The corner of Redmond's lips twitched to see this absurd scene.

But, whatever this bear was doing, it didn't matter, because right now, they
noticed more and more unfamiliar scent that surrounded the valley, as they



realized it was the warrior from the Riverside pack that Will had brought with
him. It was their reinforcement!

Because the tension was so high and their attention were on their opponent,
they didn't realize it sooner, until they were there, since the air carried thick
scent of blood and their mind fixed on something else.

Above the cliff, a honey- brown color beast appeared, it was Will's wolf and as
if on cue, he charged forward, followed by the other warrior from the Riverside
pack, who had surrounded the area.

The rumbling sound of their footsteps filled the night. Dirt and rock rolled down
from the cliff, as so many beasts rushed down the slope, using their
momentum to charge forward, straight to those beasts, who were still in shock
to see how the table had turned.

Within second, they had tripled their enemy's number and this increased the
moral of the Howling Wolf pack warrior greatly.

Following Redmond and Jace, all of them joined the battle.

There were more and more ferocious roar and vicious growl that filled the
night and the scent of blood turned them numb. The ground was soaked by
their blood, while limbs after limbs scattered around. It was a gruesome sight
and no one would forget about what happened tonight.

Surprisingly, the silly bear was actually contributing a lot in this battle, as it
could tackle three to four beasts at the same time and killed them in one swift
movement.

Right now, the bear had two beasts within its claw and ripped their neck apart
from their bodies by using its fangs.

Its white, fluffy fur drenched in blood color, until its looked like a black bear
instead.

The lingering regret from the first Serafim still affected Iris. How much Na was
angry with Lu for keeping his promise, which caused his dead. She couldn't
care less about those people, who had killed him. She wanted to kill those



people by herself, but then, she would walk into the path that Decratic had
paved for her.

The Serafim's anger and hatred would only make the Decratic stronger, as
they were connected with each other in one way or another. The purpose of
their existence in this realm was tangled together.

"Kill those people..." Iris said in small voice. She was expressionless when
she said those cold words, while the monsters around her. "Kill them, Lu."

The lycan tilted its head and the black wisp shifted in the air. For a second,
the black wisp stopped floating around, as if the air froze and the monsters
stopped snarling. Time seemingly stopped ticking, but a second later, the
black wisp condensed into another shape.

It was a shape of sword, which slashed down the barrier that was created by
lady Cyan and Zeke, shattering their barrier and put them in vulnerable state
when they didn't have their protection.

Now the only thing that separated them from the lycan had been broken, their
death would come faster than they could imagine.

"The sixth sword," Iris said under her breath.

"What?" Haco heard her, he turned his head to look at Iris, as he frowned.
"What do you mean?" He was still in shock to see what the lycan could do,
because this was the first time, he knew this cursed creature could do such
thing, even after five decades of being the lycan's vessel, he didn't know this.

However, Iris's eyes fixed on the lycan. She could see clearly how it was only
a matter of time, before lady Cyan and Zeke were shredded into pieces.

But, in their last attempt to save themselves, they managed to create another
barrier and somehow, this protection hurt the lycan, as the creature growled
loudly, seething.

"No! Don't touch that!" Haco recognized the curse. "Don't touch their blood! It's
cursed!"

On the other hand, Oliver and the other stayed a few steps back, they
watched everything unfolded, lost in the frantic moment, as their mind tried to



catch up of what was actually going on. There were so many things that
happened and they couldn't understand a single thing of it.

Right at that time, someone else appeared, his steps were so light.
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MORE EXPLANATION

Iris had seen this person before, whether it was in her memories or when he
met with her secretly and disappeared so quickly. It was the same person. It
was the same man.

Rei.

He was the protector of the first Serafim. Na didn't have five Holy Knights, who
were chosen to protect her, but she only had one and it was Rei.

It had been over five hundred years since the death of the first Serafim, but he
was still alive. There must be some explanation behind it, but this was not the
right time to demand an answer.

"What's going on? Who is he?!" Haco immediately created a barrier around
him and Iris, though it was so weak, since he had exhausted his magic power.
It wouldn't last for long. He should have come with more magic power, Ethan
would have given him more if he knew the sorcerer would encounter another
magic users or lady Cyan decided to expose herself that she was a witch.

However, Iris didn't pay close attention to the sorcerer beside her, or the four
dumbstruck warriors behind her. Her eyes fixed on this golden hair man
before her. His moss green color eyes stared at her with longing.

"Rei?" Iris called his name and he pressed his lips tightly, as a surge of
emotions came to the surface.

And it seemed, the lycan also recognized him, but he didn't look happy at all,
as he moved toward Iris, instead of trying to kill the father and daughter duo.



The lycan controlled the monsters and made them attacked this man, along
with Zeke and Cyan too.

Without their magic, it would be the final blow that would definitely kill them.

Rei saw this coming and it was not only the lycan, who were dissatisfied with
this encounter, but this man as well. He frowned and moved so fast, until you
couldn't see it. His figure flickered and then disappeared, only to appear again
next to Iris and wrapped his arms around her waist to take her away.

Because of how fast his movement and how unpredictable this man was,
none of them had time to react when he took Iris away. This man literally
kidnapped her right before their eyes!

Of course, the lycan was the first, who reacted, as he let out a ferocious
growled and started to rush away from the scene to get his mate back.

And without the lycan was being in control over the monster, these creatures
started to act out. Their instinct kicked in and they went berserk.

"Damn it, Lu!" Haco cursed under his breath, as he moved toward the other
four warriors. "Move! Move! Find a shelter! Run!"

Everything was a mess and they were no longer care about Cyan and Zeke
when these monsters were hot on their heels.

It was not sure, whether the father and daughter managed to survive this or
not, because right now, their main priority was to stay alive. There was no way
they could fight this many monsters only the four of them and a sorcerer, who
had no magic left.

Meanwhile, Iris felt like the air left her lungs when Rei carried her to move so
fast, away from the monsters, the dark magic users and the lycan...

He took her to the safety and only stopped when they were in the clearing
area, where she could hear the sound of waterfall and the water that splashed
her face.

"Put me down!" Iris struggled to free herself from him and Rei obliged. He
released her and stood there silently. He stared at her eyes with longing.



However, the loud noise from the waterfall overwhelmed Iris, she felt like she
was overstimulated with this newly found sound. Her world used to be very
quiet, but right now it was rich with a lot of voices.

Iris needed to adjust herself with her current situation and it took her more
than fifteen minutes to get used to this, before she could face Rei.

"What do you want? Take me back to Cane!" Iris was furious because she
came to look for Cane, not to be taken away from him, yet this man was
actually doing the opposite.

"You can't be with him." Finally, Rei talked for the first time to Iris. His voice
was somber and he took a step closer, but he stopped himself when Iris took
a step back to avoid him.

"I don't ask your permission," Iris retorted.

"You know what happened before when you chose to be with the lycan. The
lycan is a cursed creature for a reason."

"It's Na, who chose to be with the lycan," Iris stated it clearly, she raised her
voice, so Rei could hear through the rumbling noise from the waterfall. "I
chose to be with my mate."

His eyes dimmed when he heard that. "The lycan has wormed into his soul
and the alpha has tapped onto his power too, they are essentially one," Rei
said. "Just like how you become one with Na when you get a better sense of
her power. Her memories are yours, so did her power."

"I am not Na and Cane is not Lu, don't confused yourself, Rei," Iris replied. "I
am going to find Cane." She then turned around, but stopped when Rei called
her name.

"You were not born deatf, Iris. It's Na's way to recognize the lycan. The first
sound you heard is him, right?"

Iris turned around, her face hardened. She had this angry look. "As a Serafim,
someone, who should be kind and affectionate, divine and every beautiful
adjective words you can find, she sure knows how to mess up with someone's
life."



Having Gerald and Mason as her family, was the worst luck she had, but with
the additional of being deaf, it only added to her misery.

"Don't talk badly about her, Iris, because you will not like what you are going
to hear now you are able to do so."
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MORE INFORMATION (2)

Rei looked offended when lIris talked in a bad light about Na. "Don't talk badly
about her, Iris, because you will not like what you are going to hear now you
are able to do so."

Iris ignored that. His voice was not pleasant to hear, if he was going to talk, it
would be better if he talked about something more important, more so, she
was already on edge with the loud sound from the waterfall.

"Should | thank you?" Iris asked sarcastically. She gritted her teeth. "What the
use of you? Are you here to protect me because of Na? Because some part of
Na is within me?"

Rei answered without hesitation. "Yes."

Iris saw red when he admitted that. Her emotions were all over the places
now. There were so many things that happened during this short period of
time and she didn't have a moment to wrap her head around this newly found
information, everything went so fast.

"And where are you when | was abused when | was a child, don't you care
whether | died or not?" Iris gritted her teeth, she balled her fists tightly, she
wished this man was a shifter, so she could squeeze his spirit, maybe by then,
he could understand how ridiculous his statement was.

Now Iris also realized that the spirit could only be seen on shifter.

"Iris, | don't even know your existence until we meet in the black market," Rei
admitted that. "Your mother has been missing for decades."



"My mother? Do you know my mother?" Iris narrowed her eyes. She looked
conflicted. "How do you know my mother? Did my mother know about you
too?"

Rei clamped his mouth and Iris understood this gesture, since many people
around her used to do that whenever they didn't want to give an answer.

"Where did you meet my mother?" Iris was irritated with his silence. "Answer
me!" Iris screamed at him, she wanted to approach him and shook his body,
so he could spill the answer she wanted to hear.

Now, he could say something useful, why he decided not to talk?

"l will answer that if you come with me. Leave this continent and | will let you
know everything that you need to know." Rei extended his hand. "l will answer
all of your question and will not hide anything from you."

Leaving the pack?

That was what she wanted until a few days ago when she felt unwelcomed by
the whole member of the Howling Wolf pack and how jealous she was to Sofia
when they accepted her readily. Kaz was even willing to incur Cane's wrath
just to defend Sofia.

Seeing how conflicted Iris was, Rei added. "I know what happened with that
pregnant woman and how the pack member dislike you, even after what you
have done for them. Now, you have the choice to leave them all behind. There
IS nothing good for you to stay. Come with me, Iris. | will show you the
purpose of your life."

But, leaving the pack meant, she had to leave everything behind? All people
that she knew... those warriors, who had been warmed up with her, Hanna...
Cane...

"No, thanks. Hanna always said not to go with stranger," Iris replied. She took
a step back.

Hearing that, Rei was speechless. "You are always as stubborn as ever."

"You don't know me, don't talk to me as if you have known me for so long."
This irritated Iris, because she knew what Rei saw from her was Na. This man
looked past her and only saw the first Serafim in her.



"Believe me, | know you." Rei still could feel the familiarity between Iris and
Na, and this small thing always be his comfort. He lost it over more than two
decades and now he finally found it again. He was not going to lost her. "You
make the mistake to let the lycan entered your life, don't make the same
mistake again now. You need to be away from him."

"You are not the one, who decided."

"Iris, if you follow him, you are able to see by now, what kind of bloody path
that alpha will walk through. You shouldn't walk the same path as him."

"Why not? Those people deserved to die!" Iris hated it when he talked bad
about Cane, probably the feeling was mutual when she did that with Na.

"See? You can see how much that lycan has changed you. You shouldn't feel
such negative emotions, your hatred only makes Decratic stronger. This, only
one reason why you shouldn't be with the lycan. He brought nothing for you,
but calamity. Not only for you, but to this world too."

"And you brought nothing for me, but a burden." Iris threw him a look. "If |
recall this is our third time to meet with each other, but you already told me
what to do with my life. | am not going with you. Cane is my mate, | stay with
him."

"You don't have any idea what will come, Iris." Rei shook his head.

"It has been five hundred years, why are you still alive?" Iris asked, his voice
was clear and all her timidness disappeared. She approached this situation
calmly. Somehow, she knew Cane or the lycan would look for her. She
needed to stall time, until they could find her.

Rei looked at Na right in the eyes, he didn't answer her question.

"What is it? Are you using dark magic? Because | can feel traces of it." Iris
looked him up and down, making the man felt uncomfortable. "Am | right? You
did use dark magic."

Right at that time, both of them could hear an angry roar in the distance and a
strong feel or relief washed over Iris when she saw the lycan emerged from
the darkness. The beast was fuming, as he took a stance in front of her, ready
to tear this man apatrt.



"Long time no see, Lu," Rei greeted him.
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THE NIGHT FINALLY ENDED

Rei hated the lycan ever since he appeared in Na's life and even more when
Na became infatuated with him. She looked happier, but it broadened her
emotions and this cursed creature introduced her to hatred, vengeance,
sadness and all negative emotions that she shouldn't have as the Serafim.

The lycan had opened the gate for those feeling, which allowed Decratic to
grow stronger, as he was the opposite of the Serafim, he was fed by her
emotions. The more tainted the Serafim's heart was, the stronger he became.

Therefore, the lycan was not a good news for the Serafim.

But somehow, after five hundred years, after everything that Rei had done
and all of his effort to make sure they would never cross path in this lifetime,
they found a way to be together again. They shouldn't be fated together if the
lycan brought nothing, but misery.

However, fate was a mysterious thing.

"Lu," Iris called the lycan and caressed his head. She felt better now to finally
be able to touch him again. The sun would rise soon and Cane would be with
her. She wanted nothing, but her mate.

Most of the time, Iris was so clear with what she wanted and how she felt. And
now, she wanted nothing, but be with her mate. She could care less about
Decratic or whatever past they had... she only wanted Cane and there was no
doubt the feeling was mutual.

"Lu, step back. Do you want to ruin her life again?" Rei asked, he took a step
closer and the lycan was ready to attack him.

This cursed creature didn't play a game when it came to his mate, he wouldn't
let anyone, or anything to touch her. He wouldn't give a shit about the world or
Decratic or anything, as long as he was with his mate.



“Lu, you have brought misery to her life and now, you want to repeat the same
thing again?" Rei pressed his lips. They had this conversation in the past
when he saw how Na became more and more attached to this lycan, but Lu
didn't care much about it.

On the other hand, after hearing what Rei said, the lycan charged forward, he
was ready to end his life, so he wouldn't need to hear such nonsense
anymore. He was sick of him and he was sick of his bullcrap.

If in the past, he didn't want to listen to him, so why he started it now?

The lycan moved so fast, but not as fast as Rei, as his speed was unparallel.
His speed was akin to a lightening, in a blink of an eye, he was already next to
Iris and wrapped his arm around her hips to take her away again.

However, Iris had seen that coming, thus she had prepared herself, knowing
the speed of the lycan couldn't match with this mysterious man.

Before Rei could take her away again, she had drawn her dagger and stabbed
his shoulder. She even twisted the dagger to inflict more pain on him.

"l told you, | don't want to go with you," Iris said coldly and pulled the dagger,
which exacerbated his wound.

Rei gasped loudly, he didn't expect that and when Iris struggled to free herself
from him, he couldn't hold her back, since his arm lost it strength and blood
oozed out from his wound. He gritted his teeth and watched Iris rushed toward
the lycan.

Here he was, staring at her back again, watching her going back to that
cursed creature. It felt like déja vu, as if he was thrown to the past. To the
moment, he realized, he protected her not because she was a Serafim, but
because he truly cared for her.

Iris went to the lycan with her bloody dagger still in her hand. Her former self
would have trembled in fear if she was as much as hurting someone, but for
her to actually take the initiative to stab Rei to defense herself, showed how
much she had changed.

After all, she had seen enough for her to harden her heart and endured so
much to be able to come out of her shell. This was something that Cane
wanted her to become, someone much stronger, though the alpha disliked it...



Cane loved her naivety and how pure she was in this chaotic and full of
schemes world, but then, this side of Iris, suited whatever hardship that would
be thrown at them.

"Iris, you don't understand, you shouldn't be with the lycan!" Rei growled, he
clutched his shoulder, as blood oozed out from between his fingers. "This is
what Decratic wanted! You will only repeat the same thing! You are full of
vengeance and hatred now!"

However, before Rei could talk more, the lycan had charged forward to
silence him. This time, with the wound in his shoulder, he would have a hard
time to perform his daunting speed.

Yet, it seemed, Iris should have stabbed his thigh instead of his shoulder,
because before the lycan could approach him, his figure had flickered and
disappeared from their sight.

Seeing this, the lycan immediately went back to Iris, thinking Rei would
appear next to her, but after a while, they couldn't see his figure. He had no
scent as well, so it was hard to tell whether he had gone for good, or only
waited for a chance to snatch Iris away.

"l think he has gone..." Iris said. She couldn't feel the trace of black magic on
Rei, but then, it was very faint to begin with.

Not so long after, the sun started to rise on the horizon, illuminated the dark
corner of the forest, as the ray of the sun fell on the surface of the waterfall
and the sight was so breathtaking to see when the light scattered.

Beside her, the lycan started to shift into human form.

The long night finally ended, with a lot of casualties and new revelation, but it
left with more question.
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DON'T GO WITH HIM
For a moment, Iris stared at the scenery before her eyes, as the sound of the

waterfall was no longer as irritating as before, letting the warmth of the
sunlight washed over her.



With so many things that happened, Iris felt like she had gone through a
thousand night, instead of one, which was true for her in some way, since she
was in the first Serafim's memories, which was worth years of her life.

The lycan shifted back into his human form and knelt down beside her, Cane
looked so exhausted and pale. Iris had never seen him in such condition
before.

"Cane?" Iris wanted to make sure it was him and not Lu, as he took his hand.
It felt warm to her skin and she sighed in relief. "Are you, okay?" She
caressed his cheek and he leaned against her touch, while closing his eyes,
savoring this peaceful moment.

"l think I am in dire need to sleep," Cane said in small voice, but then his eyes
flew opened and stared at Iris deeply. "Are you, okay?" He straightened his
back, feeling odd with the way lIris looked at him.

"Hm." Iris nodded as a reply, but there were tears in her eyes.

"What happened? Are you feeling pain somewhere?" Despite his lethargic
state, Cane looked on alert when tear streamed down her cheek. "What
happened?" He demanded, as he wiped her tears.

Her skin felt so cold, probably because she had been in the open area with
thin layer of dress for a whole afternoon and night. He was afraid she would
start to easily get sick again. Recently, her health had improved and she didn't
get sick so often.

"Everything will be fine, it's over." Cane leaned over and kissed her cold lips.
He took off his outer shirt and draped it on her shoulder, it didn't help much,
but at the very least, it would add more layer to her thin dress.

Meanwhile, Iris kept staring at him and this was so strange for Cane. He
wanted to know whether she was alright, but she didn't say anything.

"Let's go back," Cane said, he was about to stand up, but Iris pulled him down
again and smiled at him. "What is it, Iris?" He wanted to growl when she still
didn't say anything. He tried to look for injuries, but aside from the blood of
that man, he couldn't smell another blood on her, not even her blood. Or was
it because of the black magic that lady Cyan had performed, so it was not
something visible? "lIris, | will lose my patient if you don't say anything."



"l love your voice," Iris blurted out. She smiled through her tears. "Please, talk
more..." But, instead of talking, Cane went silence upon hearing what she
said and this made her pulled his sleeve impatiently. "I want to hear your
voice, why don't you say something?"

Iris didn't know there was such comforting sound like Cane's voice. In Na's
memories, she could hear people talking and how thing sounded, and
everything was so fascinating and new for her.

She was stunned when she realized the cloud didn't make any noise when it
bumped onto the other cloud, or how the wind actually made a sound. It also
made a sound when she bit on her nails.

However, Cane's voice was the most captivating sound that she had ever
heard. His voice was heavy and hoarse, but comforting at the same time, as if
his voice blanketed you with the sense of safety, if that could make any sense,
because that was how she felt when she heard his voice.

It sounded like a beautiful music, her favorite song, even though, she had
never heard one and Hanna took the pain when she taught her how to sing,
as Iris ended up mumbling the song instead.

"Talk more, please..." Iris looked at Cane with expectant eyes, she looked like
a little girl, who asked for a candy, while the alpha was too stunned to speak.
"Cane?" Iris frowned.

"You can hear me?"

Iris nodded vigorously, looking excited to hear him talking again. "I love your
voice." She repeated the same thing.

For a moment, Cane only stared at Iris and saw how genuinely happy she
was, then he didn't know what came to him, but he chuckled.

There were a lot of questions undiscussed, a lot of things that they had to
share after what happened last night, not to mention they had unresolved
issue even before the king's arrival, but right now, all Cane wanted to do was
to hold his mate in his arms, to make sure she wouldn't go anywhere and stay
with him.



If he could, he wanted this moment to freeze, so they could savor each other
presence a little bit longer and forget about the predicament that would come
to them after this.

The king was dead, the alpha from the Red Claw pack was dead, hundred of
royal warriors were dead. Sir Elijah and Leon as well.

So many deaths that happened in such short period of time and Cane didn't
have the energy to think of the solution for them to come out of this mess
unscathed.

The lycan had drained his energy. He felt like he wanted to abandon
everything and took Iris with him to go somewhere else, where no one would
bother them. Of course, it was only a fleeting thought that would never
happen.

"l can hear now, Cane. | can do something, you have to know that | have this
power..." Iris rambled cut short when Cane leaned over to kiss her lips and
put his hand on the back of her head.

For a moment there, Iris returned to her chatter self and it had been a while,
since Cane saw this side of her. He should admit, this one was his favorite
side.

"Don't go, Iris. Whoever that man was, don't go with him..." Cane said softly
against her lips.
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AN EMOTIONAL MORNING

Cane was so lethargic to follow Lu's train of thought when he saw Rei, but he
could get a gist of it. This man knew all the secret about Iris, he was
connected with the first Serafim and Lu knew him.

The fact that Rei was willing to answer all of Iris's question only if she came
with him, bothered Cane greatly.

Realizing how Iris wanted to go after the way of his pack member treated her
and how that was the last issue that they argued about when Lu came to the
surface for the first time after Iris unintentionally hurt his spirit wolf, dreadful



feeling washed over Cane with the thought someone would tempt to make her
leaving.

Someone took her away and he couldn't find her. Worst of all, Iris walked
away from him willingly...

She might have fought Rei earlier and was adamant to stay, but one thing that
engraved in Cane's mind was; people's heart was so fickle, that was why he
could scheme them and manipulate their feeling about a certain thing... and
Iris had this thought to leave before.

Especially when this man had this unique ability and even when he was in the
lycan form, he was not able to catch up with him.

If it was not for Iris, who stabbed him, he would have lost her by now and he
didn't know where to start to look for her, since he knew nothing about that
man.

"Don't go, please..." Cane hugged her closer, while still kissing her. He felt
like he would never get enough of her.

However, Iris was so happy right now to notice the desperation in his voice
and kissed Cane back eagerly, while giggling. "I will not go anywhere. | will be
by your side. You are the only one that | want."

She was always clear with what she felt and Cane was the only one she
wanted.

Cane breathed heavily and he felt like he couldn't get enough of her. He
wanted to pull her even closer than this and became one with her.

The alpha only wanted his mate, she was the only one, who could give him
salvation, the only peace in his chaotic world...

Meanwhile, Iris was oblivious to Cane's despair and the new realization that
dawn on him.

More than half of the warriors that Will brought from the Riverside had died
when the battle ended, even with the help of Lou and Lil thing.



The merchant didn't use his magic, but apparently, he was good with long
swords and Lil thing showed its ferocious side, which truly frightening. You
would think twice to approach this huggable bear in the future, once you
witnessed how it brutally killed the royal warriors and the warrior from the Blue
Moon pack.

Only when they were sure no more enemy that was alive, they opened the
safety door, which showed them an old stairs that led you down to the safety
area, which was a huge hall underground with enough food and drink for all
the people that would last for a week, where all the member of the Howling
Wolf pack stayed, waiting anxiously until the situation calmed down.

They prayed like they had never prayed before, trembling in fear, while waiting
with uncertainty, whether they would have a pack to return or they would be
thrown to be a slave one more time.

Some women cried, bawling their eyes when they felt the mate bond snapped,
feeling their mate died during the attack, the pain and grief they had to endure
made all of them couldn't breathe, the tension was so real.

They held their breath when they heard footsteps and cried at the same time
when they realized it was the warrior from their pack, who opened the door.

Clamor filled the underground hall, as they cried in relief and started asking
and looking to the warriors about their family members.

However, Will brushed them off, as he marched further to the inner
underground hall to look for a certain someone. His face was contorted and
he could feel his heart thumped wildly, as the most horrendous thoughts
swarmed his mind. He used to have these horrible thoughts when he was
awake and nightmare when he was sleeping.

What if Hanna didn't make it? What if she was not in the safe place and was
left behind in the pack house? What if she was dead somewhere...?

Will pushed people away from him when they blocked him to ask about their
family member. He couldn't think straight, until he saw that familiar face and
he almost stumbled on his feet because of how relief he was to see Hanna
was standing next to Amee, with a few other omegas.



Once his eyes found his woman, he couldn't take his eyes away from her, as
he walked toward Hanna absentmindedly and stretched out his hand to hug
her. He buried his face on the crook of her neck and cried silently.

Hanna didn't realize it and was startled when Will suddenly pulled her into a
bone- crushing hug. There were so many people around them and a lot of
noises, the room was clamoring and Hanna was in the middle of conversation
with the other girls when Will's scent engulfed her.

"W- Will?" Hanna was startled. She was worried about him and wondered if
he felt the same, but who would have thought Will would come to find her on
his own.

On the corner of her eyes, Hanna could see Amee grinned and the old woman
ushered the other girls away, so they wouldn't bother them.

"Will, are you, okay?" Hanna asked, she had to stand on her tiptoes and her
position was not comfortable, yet she didn't complain and hug this big warrior,
caressing his back to comfort him, his whole body was trembling.

Will didn't answer her question.
"Are you hurt?"

Still, he didn't answer her, but Hanna could feel her neck was so wet...
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DON'T GO ANYWHERE

Redmond looked around the room, as the member of the Howling Wolf pack
were walking out of their safety place. He scratched his head and craned his
neck, his expression was contorted.

"Looking for someone?" Jace approached him, nudging his shoulder. "If you
are looking for your baby's momma, Maria has taken her to her bedroom."

Redmond scoffed. "I am not looking for her, why should I?" he then walked
away toward the pack house and the beta could only shake his head in
disbelieve.



"l can't imagine what kind of personality the baby will have when they grow up
later," he mumbled under his breath. He still needed to make a searching
team to find Cane in the mountain. It had been more than half a day, the alpha
was there with the king and the dark witch. He didn't dare to imagine the
worst. "Call the other warrior, we will go to the Goffa mountain,"” the beta
Instructed one of the warriors.

"l am going with you too," Lou said, he was cleaning up his long swords, while
Sabian helped Lil Thing to clean up his wounds after the battle. The poor bear
sat down dejectedly, licking his wounds and whimpering pitifully. Its soft fur
mated with dry blood.

Jace frowned. He was thankful for his help, but he was still cautious with this
merchant, especially when he learned this merchant was a magic user too.
They didn't know what they would see there and he didn't think it was wise to
take him with them.

However, before Jace could reject that, Koda approached him as well.

"l am going too," Koda said firmly, didn't leave any chance for Jace to refuse
him. "My alpha is still out there, | need to know how he is. | am going."

Lou tilted his head and gave Jace an innocent smile, as if telling the beta if
Koda could go, so did he.

"Fine, be ready, we are leaving in ten minutes," Jace grumbled, he hoped he
could meet with Ethan first, so he could learn the situation there better.

But, he still had this nagging feeling when he couldn't find his sister.

"Carla, where is Aliana? She is not with you all?" Jace asked a young girl
around the age of sixteen, who used to help Aliana, as the group of children
from the orphanage walked out of the safety place.

Today was a nice morning with sun shone warmly, only if this horrendous
thing didn't happen, it would be a perfect day.

"Miss Aliana went with gamma Ethan and a few young warriors, but | don't
know where they were going," Carla replied, since she was given an order
when she bumped onto her to take care of the children with the other girls
around her age.



"Aliana went with Ethan?!" Jace raised his voice without him realizing it and
Carla flinched, she cowered away, afraid with the anger that came from the
beta. "I am going to kill Ethan for this!"

However, Jace was too furious to notice that, as he gathered all the people
quickly.

"You said ten minutes!" Lou complained when they were ready to depart only
after less than five minutes.

"Let's rest for a while, you look so pale," Iris said worriedly, as she tilted her
head to look at Cane. She was very concern about his current state, he
looked like he was going to collapse anytime soon.

However, despite how lethargic he looked like right now, his grip on her waist
was so tight, as if he was afraid, someone would snatch her, if she was not
being so close with him.

"l am fine, let's keep going." Cane wanted to be within his pack territory as
soon as possible, only then he could put his guard down a little bit.

"No, you are not," Iris said, she almost cried with worry when Cane neglected
his well being. "Let's wait for them near the river," Iris said, as she could hear
the stream in the distance. She was still in awe with so many sounds that she
could hear, she didn't think the world could be so noisy, but at the same time,
it was comforting, depended on what sound she heard.

But of course, her favorite one was Cane's voice, she felt like she could listen
to him for all day and night. Yet, this was not the right time for her to gush over
his delightful voice.

"No. | can't pick up their scent if we near the water." Probably because he was
too tired, but he barely could smell anything around him. How exhausted he
was at this point?

"It's okay, Haco is moving closer to the river too," Iris replied and this made
Cane frowned.

"How do you know that?"



"Haco is reek of black magic. | can feel it. He is moving closer to the river," Iris
said. "Let's wait there, okay?"

This time, the alpha obliged and let Iris led the way, as he was having a hard
time to walk.

Once they were near the river, Iris sat Cane down against a big rock and was
about to leave, but the alpha was immediately on alert and caught her wrist.
His eyes became sharp.

"Where are you going?" Cane growled.
"l am going to get some water for you."
"No. Stay with me."

"Cane..."

"No, Iris. Stay with me." Cane pulled Iris closer, until she sat down on his laps
and cradled her. "You said Haco will come, let him get some water for us."

Iris didn't know whether she wanted to laugh or cry when she heard that. They
way Cane said it, as if the sorcerer was their personal maid... she didn't know
if the way Cane said his words could be this funny to her ears.

Iris chuckled when Cane nudged her neck and rested his head on her
shoulder, but then she saw something in the distance.

She had seen this before, but not this many...
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| SAW THEM

Iris was dumbstruck when she witnessed there were so many wolf spirits
emerged from the shadow of the trees, their form was almost translucent,
though their fur were in different color.

"Cane..." Iris gasped. She could feel sadness washed over her to see these
wolf spirits came to her. They were approaching her carefully, before they
shifted into their human form, but still, they were still as spirit and all of them



were the warriors, some of them were the warriors that she knew. Some of
them were familiar faces for her.

What the meaning of this?

Before, Iris could only see their spirit attached to their body, but what the
meaning of it, if their spirit was no longer together with their concrete body?

No. The thought crossed Iris's mind, but she didn't even want to entertain the
idea. How could there were so many of them if that really happened?

"What is it?" Cane was still cradling Iris and watched her tears fell, as she
started sobbing. "What happened? Why are you crying?" He tried to follow her
line of sight, but all he could see was trees and bushes, there was nothing
interesting or particular that could cause her to be so emotional. "What are
you staring at?"

Iris was trembling and her tears fell even more when those warriors came
approaching her, not because she was afraid of them, but more like she was
afraid what had happened to them, which caused they were like this.

"Iris, tell me, what is it? Why are you crying?" Cane could see how lIris
became even more emotional now, as her tears didn't stop flowing down from
her beautiful eyes. She looked mortified, but there was a deep sadness too.

Right at that time, Haco came along with the other four warriors, as they
survived the monster's rampant, but they lost trace on Zeke and Lady Cyan.
They managed to escape, though they were not sure, whether they could
survive the attack.

"Iris?" Cane cupped her face, he looked around one more time to make sure
he didn't miss anything, probably his lethargic state caused him to be a little
bit reckless, but even after that, he still couldn't find a reason why Iris was a
crying mess like this. "Tell me what is it? Why are you crying?"

Cane used to wait until Iris was ready to talk, but he was being impatient now.
Both of them, all of them were so drained physically and emotionally.

"l saw them, Cane, | am not sure what the meaning of this..." Iris said through
her tears.



"What are you seeing?" Cane looked at the spot, where Iris had been staring
at, but he was sure, he didn't miss anything. There was nothing there.

"Their spirit," Iris said in a whispery tone.

Right at that time, Haco came with the other two warriors, it was Oliver and
Eron, the former rushed toward Cane immediately, once he saw the alpha.

"Alpha Cane! | thought | did a mistake when | sensed your scent," he said in
relief, but he stopped a few steps away from Cane, remembered what he had
seen earlier, but still, he couldn't stop himself. "Alpha, our pack is under
attack, those royal warriors and Blue Moon pack raised mutiny. | have sent
Dean and Dyne to check the situation there."

They learned about this from Haco, once they managed to escape those
monsters and Oliver took the initiative to split the group into two.

On the other hand, Eron looked reluctant to approach Cane as well, he stood
next to Oliver and asked Iris. "Luna, are you, okay?" He could see how his
luna was crying right now. Was it because of the alpha? Did he hurt her? But
it was unlikely...

It was only Haco, who didn't care much and approach Cane and Iris.

"Cane, it's them... there are so many of them... half of your pack if | can say,"
Iris said through her gritted teeth, trying to make her words coherent for the
alpha to understand her. "Their spirit is here."

"What is it? What do | miss?" Haco asked busily. He looked disheveled and
exhausted, he looked so old and fragile, as if his body was about to collapse
anytime soon, yet his eyes were still bright. He was still vigilant.

Meanwhile, Cane didn't say anything, he seemed to try to process what Iris
tried to say and learn the situation, though his head throbbed painfully and his
body demanded for him to stop thinking, or doing anything...

"You are seeing their spirit because they are dead?" Cane blurted it out. "Is
that it?"

Iris grinded her teeth, she didn't want to say it, as if by admitting that, it made
it final and she couldn't think of how many lost they had suffered in less than a
day...



Haco stared at Cane and Iris back and forth, trying to understand the situation
on his own, but there were missing parts that he couldn't guess. "What is it?
What spirit? What did you see?"

Cane tried his best to suppress his emotions, since Iris was already like this.
"Do you see... Ethan and Jace?"

"No." Iris shook her head. The two of them were the first people she looked for
among those warriors when the realization dawned on her.

Cane nodded. His face was devoid from any emotions. "Why they are here?
Are they here to see you? Why?"

Iris shook her head. "l don't know."

"Ah!" Haco finally caught up with them, while Oliver and Eron were still at lost
with the conversation. "You are seeing spirit, right?" Haco clapped his hands.
"See? | told you! My guess is right!" The sorcerer looked shocked, but at the
same time, he looked satisfied for being right. "But, how could that possible?
In this case, it is whether the one in the Holy Kingdom is fake or there are two
of you."

"Haco, do you know what is it?" Iris stopped his rumbling.
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"Haco, do you know what should | do, why arethey here?" Iris glanced at
those warriors, who seemingly waiting for her to do something. She was afraid
to look at them, because it scared her if she found the faces that she was fond
of.

Knowing Ethan, Jace and Hanna were not among them was already enough
for her, though it didn't make her less heartbroken and mournful to see some
of the warriors she knew.

"From what | know, the first Serafim used to offerthem comfort," Haco said.

"Comfort? How can | do that?"



Haco shook his head. "I don't know, Iris. | have been away from the Holy
Kingdom for five decades." 1

On the other hand, Oliver and Eron were trying to catch up with the
conversation, though it confused them, about all the things there were being
said.

"Let your instinct guide you what to do." Hacocouldn't offer much of solution,
since he was also clueless, his knowledge about the Serafim and the Holy
Kingdom, was from past memories a long time ago.

"How can | offer them comfort?" Iris asked insmall voice and braced herself to
see those warriors once again. They were still standing in the same place,
waiting for her, but didn't say anything. There were so many of them,

five hundreds maybe? The number came to her mind readily, as if she could
feel it in her heart.( 2

Iris then stood up, but Cane grabbed her hand. "Where are you going? It
might be dangerous.Don't go."

Somehow, Cane became a little bit clingy toward her, he became overly
possessive and protective. He showed his emotions so openly and it was
not usual for someone like him to do so. Probably, because he was too
exhausted, thus he didn't have the energy to put up a front and let

his emotions flew like an open dam.( 3

"It's okay, Cane. Those people are spirit of yourpeople. They can't do
anything."

Cane clenched his jaw when he heard the way Iris addressed those spirit as
his people. She still didn't feel like she belonged to the pack and the thought
dreaded him with the possibility that bastard Rei would shatch her away
again. 4

Cane pushed himself off the ground and held her hand. "Where are they?" he
asked. It was not that he didn't feel anything for the lost of his people, but he
was spent already to mourn them, especially when Cane couldn't see them, it
didn't affect him the way it affected Iris.Knowing Cane's intention, she walked
toward the line of the trees, approaching those spirits. Their expression looked
sad and the sight made Iris felt like someone just squeezed her heart tightly.



She stopped in front of the warrior. He was the young warrior that she used to
see with Joel, but to her relief, Joel was not among these spirits. She felt so
bad to feel this, as these spirits lost their lives unexpectantly. 2

"l don't know what to do..." Iris said in sad toneand Cane didn't say anything,
he realized she was talking to these spirits.

Somehow, he believed her that she was seeing spirits of the dead shifters, his
warrior, who didn't make it through the end of the battle, though he couldn't
see them.

At this point, Iris could say the sun rose from the north and he would believe
her nevertheless.

"What should | do?" 1

Cane couldn't offer a solution for her, because this was something that he had
knowledge about, but there was someone else, who could help her about
what to do.

No matter how reluctant Cane was, or how much he hated to give it up, there
was nothing he wouldn't do for her. More so, this was his people, their people.

Cane closed his eyes for a moment and when heopened them, his black eyes
had turned into the red one. 1

Wordlessly, Lu took both of her hands and put his under them. With both
palms were facing upward, they could see this white light flickered in the air,
as if she ignited it somehow with the help of the lycan.( 1

Iris blinked her eyes, she was surprised to see this. She did this before, but it
didn't cross her mind this was something that she should do, more so, how
could Cane know about this.

But, she got the answer when she tilted her head upward and saw his red
eyes, but this time, the lycan looked more serious than before. He didn't have
his antique when he spoke.

"Scatter it," Lu said softly, as he stood behind Iris,helping her about what to do
at this moment.



"How can | scatter it?" Iris asked. Sheimmediately realized it was Lu, who was
taking control of Cane's body, which meant, the alpha had given up his control
to the lycan... this time, he did it willingly. 2

"Just imagine it," Lu said.

Iris could feel his palms under hers were so cold, as her back pressed against
his. She looked so confused about what to do, but then she heard his
instruction again and followed what he said.

On the other hand, Oliver and Eron were stunned, they were at lost what Iris
was doing.Even though they had seen this before, but this time, they could
see it clearer.

"What is she doing?" Oliver came closer towardHaco, as he asked the
sorcerer, who seemed to have a better grip on this situation.

"She is trying to comfort the spirit."
"What? What is that mean?" Oliver was at lost. 1

So did Eron, but he was more in awe about what his luna could do. All of them
thought she was only a runt, who could do nothing. 1

But then, Eron learned how her kindness and her patient had contributed to
their alpha's plan, especially when she taught them how to write and read.

And now.... she could do magic too?

"Don't you think our luna is full of surprise?" Eronmumbled, his voice dripped
with fascination.
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It was weird, but at the same time, it did make sense how the white light that
appeared in her palms now scattered into hundred of lights, it almost like
speck of dusts under the sunlight, it was beautiful and dazzling, each speck of
it went to each warrior spirit, consumed them and they finally disappeared
from Iris sight one by one.



The sight of it was so devastating, Iris couldn't describe it into word and
because she was the only one, who could see them, it was even

more heartbreaking for her to know the living warrior and even Cane, couldn't
see them for the last time.

Cane had never said it, neither he had ever showed it, but he cared so much
and loved his people dearly. He was rather lenient with them.

"They have gone one by one..." Iris said in awhispery tone. She stared blankly
at the last twelve warriors and all of them were very young, probably they
were around Joel's age, they must be his friend. "They are so young..." 1

Oliver and Eron lowered their head, they could hear the sadness in Iris's voice
when she whispered to the wind her final goodbye to the dead warriors. They
couldn't see them, but knowing a battle had happened back in the pack and
Iris said there were half of the warrior spiritwith them, they realized how many
people they had lost. 1

This people were someone they had shared their pain and joy, they shared
their food with each other and treaded through dangerous part together,
someone they had known for years and so dear to them, but now, they lost
them and they even couldn't be there in their final moment.

"Farewell brave warriors, you will always beremembered..." Iris whispered
when the last young warrior disappeared from her sight. It was only an empty
spot now, with trees before her eyes and grass beneath her, the wind carried
the flowery smell from the north. 2

Tears trickled down from Iris's eyes and if it was not for Lu, who was standing
behind her and still held her closely, she would have dropped to the ground
and whimper.

She didn't know them closely, but she had so many reasons to be sad right
now, she mourned the lost of those warriors. They only tested the freedom
they always dreamed of for less than a year, but now they lost their lives...

"Their souls rest in peace now," Lu said frombehind her, he nuzzled her neck
with his nose in a way to give her comfort. 2

The forest became very silence, as if it mourned the brave souls of the
Howling Wolf pack.



Iris wiped her tears roughly and with her hoarsevoice, she asked."How do you
know this? Could you see them?"

Iris could feel Lu shook his head against her shoulder. "No. But, | have seen
you done this a few times before." 1

She understood, who Lu was referring to, it must be the first Serafim, since
this power belonged to her. Lu must be the only person, aside from Rei, who
knew how the Serafim's power worked.

After a long silence, Lu growled when someone came closer to them, it was
Eron, the warrior approached the alpha and the luna carefully, but he stopped
in his track when he heard a dangerous growl! from his alpha, was not

sure, why he was growling viciously at him.

Only when Lu turned around and Eron saw his red eyes, he was stunned and
took a few steps back. 1

"Stop it, Lu," Iris said, she squeezed his arm towarn him not to scare Eron and
the lycan obliged. He looked sullen, but he did stop threatening the poor
warrior.

"Lu... luna... | think we should go back to theplace where we promised to meet
with Dyne and Dean, they must have returned to provide a report regarding
the situation in the pack." Now they had found Cane and Iris, they needed to
go back, so they could rejoin with Dyne and Dean, and learned what
happened in the Howling Wolfpack.

Eron kept glancing at the alpha and was sure this was not alpha Cane.

After what they had witnessed and how the explanation had not been
provided, since the situation did not allow it yet, they still this uncomfortable
mixed feeling and so many question that consumed their mind.

On the other hand, Oliver narrowed his eyes, his shoulders were so tensed,
he pressed his lips tightly. For his alpha to be the lycan that had shaken the
continent in the past few months, was something he didn't expect at all, even
in his wildest dream.

It didn't go unnoticed by Oliver as well when Iris tried to calm the lycan. How
could she tame the lycan? A runt like her could control the cursed creature?



Oliver had different point of view from the way Eron saw what was going on
right now... 5

"Hm, let's go..." Iris was so exhausted. Her mindwas tangled, she was
overwhelmed with so many information and new questions at the same
time. A long discussion was needed, but before that, their top priority was to
take a rest before they went crazy and their head exploded...

Haco watched how lIris could use the first Serafim's power, he wanted to have
a conversation with her and there were a fewthings he wanted to let her knew,
but it was not the right time. He needed to wait until everything was sort out.

"Can you give me Cane back?" Iris asked. Sheheld Cane's hand that felt so
cold. She wanted her mate back, but didn't want to offend the lycan that had
helped her.

Lu sulked, but it was Cane's face that was pouting, in everyone's eyes and
Oliver and Eron almost stumbled when they witnessed their alpha made such
face. 2

"He is tired, he can't play with you. Why don't youplay with me? Why do you
always ask for him? You don't like me?"



