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511 CAN WE TALK?
"You can't do that, luna, you will broke us," Eronwhined.

"More so, you will not be able to go out with us,because we are going to a
cheap restaurant. It's not a place that you would like to visit," Dyne added.

"Luna, why didn't you tell me that you are able tohear now? | thought we are
close," Ethan complained, he still hung up with the fact that Iris kept it secret
from him. He started to think what else he had said in her presence when
he thought she couldn't hear. Did she hear his complain for the alpha?

Well, sometime Ethan couldn't wrap his head with the alpha's action and
chose to grumble in a form of complain, but without Cane's presence.

"Oh, please, drop the subject.” Eron elbowed thegamma. "It's a good thing, so
stop whining."

Ethan pursed his lips. Eron and Dyne were close with Iris, but Ethan was a
constant presence in her day to day time, thus they wouldn't understand his
feeling when he knew Iris could hear in such abrupt way.

Seeing the gamma was being dejected because Iris didn't let him know, made
the luna tiptoed and whispered to his ear. "Jace has not yet knownabout this
too."

In a matter of second, the gloomy cloud on his face cleared up. "Really?" 1

Iris nodded and she could tell that Ethan was feeling better now, knowing
Jace was also clueless about it.

"It's okay for us to bring the luna, she needs toknow her own pack, right?
More so, all of us will be there, so what are you worrying about?" Ethan said
righteously in light mood, which made Dyne and Eron wanted to punch his
face because of how fast he changed his tune.



"Are you trying to be on the luna's good side?"Eron frowned. "You two faces,
jerk."(1

"Do you think the alpha will agree, if the lunawent to that part of the pack?
There will be a lot of stinky warriors and guards there. It's not appropriate for
her to be there," Dyne added.

And with that, Ethan found another people to bicker, while Redmond had been
away since Cane sent Sofia to live outside of the pack house.

On the other hand, the other five warriors had this deep furrow between their
brows to see the three of them squabbled over something trivial, but what
made hem even more confused was to see how comfortable the luna was to
be among them. She didn't look as timid as they used to perceive her.More
so, they could tell that she was teasing them with their stupid bet.

"She is good," Kian said in low voice, as theyfollowed behind the four of them.
"She even asked the alpha to release us." 2

"Let's see what she is up to." Asher stared at Iris'sback, which she could
sense it and turn around to smile softly at them. As if being caught

red handed, Ash er immediately averted his gaze and because of how
surprised they were, none of them reciprocated her smile. 1

More so, they didn't use to joke around or smile aimlessly. 1

Maria felt so frustrated, she had been asking to meet with the alpha regarding
Sofia, but her visit was always being rejected. She was denied access to the
pack house, even more to be in close proximity with the alpha. 3

The order was clear that she needed to take care of Sofia.

But, what Maria disagreed was; how cold and callous the alpha was to the
woman, who was carrying his child. How could he drive her away from the
pack house? And only gave one annoying warrior to stand guard for her, while
he gave the luna seven of them. 5

"This must be because the luna has instituted it.Alpha Cane that | know is not
someone like this. He is a responsible person," Maria said, as she cleaned
Sofia's legs, since she was having a hard time to take care of herself due to
her pregnancy. 1



On the other hand, Sofia didn't say anything. She didn't try to stop Maria from
trying to get justice for her, because she was sent away, neither she intended
to tell her that the baby was actually not the alpha's. It seemed, she was still
holding onto a hope, the baby was actually Cane's and what he said that night
was only to scare her. 1

She refused to believe, the person that she slept with that night was
Redmond, instead of the alpha! She believed, the alpha did this because
he was infatuated with his mate and rather heartless to an outsider like her.

But at the same time, she couldn't deny this nagging feeling, where she
started to doubt her own memory regarding that night...

She couldn't remember the detail, but all she recalled was how satisfied she
was and that was the best night ever. 3

"Sofia, don't be angry. You will hurt the baby,"Maria said in gentle voice,
seeing how Sofia gritted her teeth. "Deliver the baby safely, | am sure, once
the alpha saw the baby, his heart will melt to know he becomes a father." 2

"Hm." Sofia lowered her head. She didn't dare tolook at Maria in the eyes
again.And right at that time, they could hear a commotion from outside, which
was something that always happened, whenever Redmond entered the
house.

Yes, it was Redmond, who was appointed as the warrior, who would stay by
her side.

Actually, Redmond's assignment was as Iris's personal warrior, but his spot
had been replaced by seven people and, even though he was grumbling and
badmouthing Cane behind his back, he didn't really refuse the new
assignment either.

"Maria! You old hag! Come out now!" Redmondscreamed from the living
room. They could hear a loud thud from there, as the warrior put

down something so big and heavy. "How dare you use me to carry this thing!"
2

Meanwhile, Maria looked fed up by Redmond's antic, as she stormed out of
the bedroom and started to reprimand him. "This is for the baby! Where do
you think the baby will sleep when they are born?! You dimwit!"



"You should ask someone else to carry it! Notme!" Redmond glared at her,
which made the old woman flinched, she was scared, but stubborn to not back
down.

"You are here because the alpha told you to takecare of his pregnant woman!"

"I am here, because | need to keep my eyes onher, it's different thing! More
so, didn't it occur to you, the alpha has rejected her by sending her away, until
when you are going to deny this fact? | thought, you are only stupid, but
apparently you are retarded." 5

Maria scoffed. "The alpha will regret his decision once the baby was born." 1

"Or maybe you are the one, who will regret it,"Redmond mocked Maria, but
his eyes fixed on Sofia, who was laying on the bed and watched the fight, she
Immediately averted her eyes.

Sofia had been stringing Maria along with her hopeless pray that the baby
was the alpha's.

"Now, help me to arrange the crib."
"Do it, yourself. | am not your maid."

After saying that, Redmond stormed out of the house, leaving Maria, who was
cursing at him to no end.

Iris was joking and being playful with Ethan, Eron and Dyne, as they headed
toward the dinning hall. After a long day, they were starving and felt like they
could gobble up the entire meal, especially those warriors, who had been
spent their time in the dungeon.

The night was so quiet and the sadness from losing so many packs member
still hang in the air, but with everything that happened and the predicament of
their situation had not yetcompletely gone, they managed to go through the
day by busying themselves with a lot of things.

Especially when the pack had to be rebuilt again, since there were so many
buildings were being destroyed during the attack.



They handled the mourning period well, if you could say it into words,
probably because they had lost so many people before, though it would never
be easy.

When the nine of them were about to turn at the corner, Iris saw someone that
she almost forgot that was actually there. 1

It was Nala. 1

She was standing at the side, staring at Iris, as if wanting to speak with her,
but because Iris was not sure what to do, she pretended not to see her.

However, Nala blocked their way, by standing in front of them. 1

"What do you want?" Eron asked, he frowned. Hehad never liked this woman,
ever since she had been trying to seduce the alpha.

"l want to talk with her," Nala said with her clearvoice. She looked pale and
skinnier. Even though she still looked beautiful, but you could tell there was
something dimmed inside of her. She was not as bright as before."'Her"?"
Dyne frowned. "You are in Howling Wolfpack, show some respect to the luna
of the pack."

Nala gritted her teeth, her pride self wouldn't allow her to address Iris as
someone above her station, but then her pride wouldn't make her to be able to
survive.

“Luna Iris, can | have your time? There issomething | want to talk about with
you," Nala said in more polite tone, she tried her best to hold back her tears
and anger.

"What do you want to talk about?"

"Can we talk just the two of us?"

"No," Iris replied firmly. 4
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Iris didn't want to talk with her alone not because she was afraid, Nala would
do something horrible to her, since she used to have this kind of attention
whenever she was close to her, but because Iris didn't think there was
something for them to talk about.

She knew, Nala was not in a good situation, since she lost her father during
the attack and now she was so far away from her home, from the people she
knew and was surrounded by the pack member, who didn't care much about
her.

The king had gone and no matter how horrible it sounded, but without the
king, she was nothing. The respect she got due to the fact she was some sort
of the king favored woman, though she couldn't be called as his mistress.

Iris sympathized with her predicament, but she didn't want to have anything to
do with her. She had stayed invisible until now, thus she wanted it to stay that
way. She couldn't care less about how she was going to survive in this pack.

More so, Iris was so hungry. The new concoction that Grace gave to her after
she passed out, made her wanted to eat more and more, which made her
gained more fat.

"Please, luna. This is important.” Nala bit her lipnervously, she tried to avoid
the piercing gazesfrom the warriors and only focused on Iris.

"l don't think there is anything importantbetween Us, Nala."

Nala clenched her jaw tightly, she looked like, either she was going to cry or
lash out, but surprisingly, when she spoke her voice was calm enough. "If |
can't talk with you, | am going to talk to the alpha.”

It was a mystery how Nala's mind was working to think this kind of threat
would work on Iris, especially now when she was sure with Cane's feeling to
ward her.

Iris's eyes dimmed when she heard that. She really wanted to squeeze that
wolf spirit on Nala, so she wouldn't be an eyesore for her. Actually, it surprised



Iris that she even entertained the thought of it. She was not sure, since when
she became a violence.

However, Iris knew better not to lose her temper, because that was the
reaction Nala wanted from her.

Instead, Iris was smiling gently, which looked so eerie after such provocation.
"Good luck," she said simply and then walked away. 4

Ethan laughed and followed his luna, he gave two thumbs up to her for her
cool way to handle the situation. 1

If even Maria couldn't get a chance to see Cane, even more Nala. Iris was
sure, just like her, Canemust have forgotten about her existence, since she
didn't bring any benefit with her.

Nala didn't come from a stand out family and the only respected figure in her
family was her father, which now had died, thus without a man in power in her
life, she was nothing.

It was disgusting thing to say, but that was the truth that woman's status was
based on the man in their life and now, when Nala had no one, she was
nothing. 1

The other five warriors looked at each other and then glanced at Nala, but
they didn't give a second thought, as they followed their luna.

It was only Kian, who checked on Nala, as he glanced at her over his shoulder
and saw she was crying silently. 1

The dinner was lively, even though the food was not as scrumptious as usual,
since their storage had been destroyed and they needed to get more supplies,
there were a lot to take care of after the attack.

Thankfully, they didn't need to be bothered by the royal family, or other
schemes from the king, since he had died and there was literally a war in the
capital city.

This was why Cane sent Koda over to claim the throne and create distraction
from his pack. Let the old man did what he was good at, while Canegained the
benefit for his pack.



However, the said alpha, who had driven away potential trouble from his pack,
seemingly couldn't get his mate away from his own warrior, as Iris kept
chatting with Ethan, Eron and Dyne. It was annoying because she literally had
her back against Cane, while laughing happily with whatever Ethan said.

Cane leaned his head and played with her hair, which made all the warriors
there stole a glance or two or three, as they were being distracted by the way
their alpha stared at his luna.

Their alpha only played with their luna's hair, but why his eyes looked like he
was going to devour her? 3

Cane ignored their curious and dumbstruck gazes, as he leaned his head
against his hand lazily with the support of the armrest. He pulled her hair
lightly to get her attention.

Feeling the pull on her hair, Iris turned around to look at him. "Hm?" She gave
him a questioning look, but Cane simply shook his head.

Thinking, Cane only accidentally pulled her hair because he was playing with
it, Iris didn't pay any mind and continue to chat with Ethan and the other.

But, not long after that, Cane 'accidentally' pulled Iris hair again and he would
shake his head whenever Iris turned around to give him aquestioning look.( 1

And it happened two more times until Jace, who was sitting next to Cane,
realized how dark the alpha's expression was. He tried to el bow Ethan to stop
talking with Iris, but unfortunately, the gamma chose this time to be so dumb.
2

"And you know, there is this royal guards, who isso stupid and | manage to get
all of his money!"

Iris just learned now that the ga mma loved to bet and gamble, which was not
a good habit, but it seemed, Ethan only did that for fun not for an addiction.

Once again, Iris felt the pull on her hair and turned her head with a crease
between her brows. "What happened?" Iris asked and Cane shook his head,
but this time, he spoke a word.

"Tired."



Only then lIris realized, Cane didn't eat anything and his p late was still full with
food. "Why don't you eat?" 2

"Tired," Cane repeated the same thing.

Iris knew Cane had been up so early every morning and would go to sleep for
only two to three hours. It was insane for him to still be able to function
normally. Therefore, it was not a surprise that he was so tired from all of
those crazy routine.

"You need to eat more before going to sleep," Irissaid with concern so thick in
her voice.

"No, there is still a lot of things for me to do. | willgo to sleep later."

Iris frowned even more, almost looked like it would be a permanent thing on
her face, thus Cane stretched out his hand to smoothen the crease between
her brows.

"Don't worry."

"How could I not worry?" Iris looked frustratednow, she took the fork and
stabbed the meat, she brought it close to Cane's lips."Eat."

There was this mirth danced in Cane's eyes to see Iris's expression, but he
maintained his facial expression. "I will eat later. | think | need to go to work."

"No. You need to eat first." Iris didn't want to seeCane fell sick, though it was a
rare case for a shifter to fall sick.

"I will finish some..." Cane didn't get to finish hisword when Iris pushed the
meat into his mouth.

"Eat," she said sternly. Cane always emphasizedthe importance of eating, but
he himself, neglected that. He also wouldn't be Happy if Iris didn't eat much
and now, she could understand his frustration with her for refusing to eat. 1

Meanwhile, Iris was too focus on feeding Cane, she didn't realize, nor she
notice how the warriors and the servants around them gasped tosee the way
she shoved the food down to their alpha'’s throat. It was a bold move! 1

They didn't expect this from her. Their alpha wouldn't be too happy for being
disrespected like that, right?



However, the said alpha seemingly fine with the way his mate 'disrespected'
him in front of his people, as he finally got her attention.

Probably, among all the people, it was only Amee, who actually smiled to see
such scene. She had been there, ever since Cane was a babe, thus she knew
a little bit more thing that other didn't. It was not that Cane had changed to be
more affectionate because of Iris, but it was only him, who slowly returned to
his old self. 1

After all, Cane was pretty mischievous when he was little. 1

But, the joy for having his mate's attention didn't last for long, because right
after Cane finished the third meat that Iris fed him, Lou opened the door and
walked into the dinning hall with his big fluffy bear, which looked so lazy to
carry its big ass. 3

"Cane! How dare you to ask me to look for thisnasty creature!" Lou shouted at
Cane, as he strode into the dining hall, he glared viciously at the alpha, while
raising the little lizard by its tail. He pinched the poor creature and let its

body flailed in the air.Haco had carried the little creature to the mountain when
they tried to find Cane and Iris, but he lost it during the fight.

"Here, your lizard!" Lou tossed the lizard towardCane angrily, but his
expression change in a split second when he saw lIris was there. 4
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"Hi, Iris! It has been a while since | saw you!" Lousaid excitedly and became
overly chummy, waving his hands without even bothered by the sharp glares
the warriors threw at him for being so disrespectful by greeting their

luna inappropriately. "Finally we meet again!" Lou tilted his head. "You look
chubbier!" 5

Lou strode inside the dining hall and stared at the food. It was not to his taste,
but it was better than anything he had eaten in the last three days.



When he went to the Goffa mountain in search for Cane and Iris, apparently,
the alpha managed to return, but then when he was about to go back to the
pack, Cane had, maliciously, ordered him to start building the magical device
around the pack.

It would take him weeks, before he could go back to the pack house and meet
with Iris.

Lou was so mad until he got the second order to find the lizard and give the
creature to the guards, so he didn't need to go to the pack house. Of course,
Lou wouldn't want to do that and deliver the lizard on his own.

"Chu- Chubbier...?" Iris pursed her lips. Probablythe merchant meant it as a
compliment, but you shouldn't talk about weight with woman, especially in
front of so many people. 3Meanwhile, Cane caught the lizard mid air

and stared at the little creature, which looked so dirty and in poor state. He
then put it down on his plate, which made Iris shrieked, she forgot about Lou's
comment of how she became a little bit fat.

"Oh! | am so hungry! | am starving in themountain! Iris, can you believe..." Lou
didn't manage to finish his words when Iris's attention was clearly not on him.

She had other priority.

"Cane, don't put it in your plate!" But, it was toolate and she was about to get
the poor lizard and asked for another meat for Cane, but her mate simply took
her hand and stood up. "Where are you going? You have not finished eating
yet." Iris stood up from her seat, because Cane pulled her hand to go with
him. 1

Cane leaned over, almost like he was going to kiss her neck, though he only
whispered to her ear. His hand wrapped around her hips and the other on the
back of her neck. "l told you that | am going to take you somewhere, let's

go now." 2

All the warrior's jaw dropped to see their assertive alpha stood so close, very
close to his mate, as if they were going to do something... or maybe it was
only their mind, which didn't work so well and led them into different direction.

The corner of Jace and Ethan's lips twitched. Ifhe only wanted to talk with Iris,
he didn't need to make such va gue gesture, right? 1



But then, their attention shifted back to the merchant, who was fuming mad.

"Where are you two going? | just arrived and youalready want to go?!" Lou
was frustrated, but Ethan grabbed his hand and forced him to sit down next to
him.

"Come here, my friend. Let's talk. It has been awhile since we meet with each
other!" He said cheerfully, but he didn't let go of Lou's hand, so the merchant
wouldn't be able to follow the alpha.

Lou narrowed his eyes at Ethan. "Do | know you?" 2

Ethan was speechless, this merchant was really shameless. There was no
way he didn't know him, unless he lost all of his memories, which was very
unlikely.

"It's so rare for someone to forget about me,unless there is something not
working here."Ethan point ed his head. "Or, you only want to hear the stories
about how awesome | am?" 2

Lou grimaced. "No, thanks. The only awesome person that | know is myself."
1

Jace almost choked on his drink when he heard that. He thought Ethan and
Redmond were already very shameless, but this merchant brought the bar
into another level. 1Unfortunately, the moment Lou managed to get away from
Ethan, Cane and Iris had long gone and he was not a shifter, who could sniff
where they had gone and none of them would tell him.

"Damn it!" Lou grumbled. He kicked the pebble inthe ya rd and startled when
someone approached him, a figure emerged from the dark. "Ms. Dmitri, what
are you doing there?!" Lou patted his chest, surprised by her presence.

"Sir, long time no see," Nala said in small andgentle voice. She approached
the merchant in such a way that made him narrowed his eyes. This woman
gave off a strange vibe. "l am glad to be able to see you here."

"Well... yeah, me too." Lou was not sure what tosay, thus he kept it polite
when he talked with Nala. "Is there anything that | can help you with?"



"Actually, yes... | want to ask a favor from you."Nala fiddled with her fingers.
She tried to articulate what she wanted and appeared like a vulnerable
woman that needed a protection.

If it was someone else, they would have this urge to comfort her, since she
looked like a little, weak wolf and you wanted to act as her shield.

However, Lou had seen this trick countless time and had been fed up.

"Sir..." Nala started. They didn't meet often whenthey were in the capital city,
thus to start this conversation was a little bit awkward."You can just call me
Lou. Tell me what you want.l don't really like to beat around the bush. |

am pretty busy now." Lou was a little bit annoyed because he lost his chance
to see Iris, thus he didn't want to mingle in this meaningless conversation.

"Lou." Nala's face was lit up when Lou asked todrop the formalities between
them.

"Yes?"
"You can call me Nala."

"Okay. Nala." And then Lou turned around, wasabout to leave, which made
Nala surprised and caught his hand to stop him from leaving. "What?"

"Why are you leaving?l have not yet told youwhat | want to talk about."
Lou narrowed his eyes. "l thought you want me to call your name."

Hearing that, Nala was speechless. She was not sure whether this merchant
pretended to be a fool or he was literally dumb.

"No. No. That's not what | want." Nalaimmediately shook her head, trying to
compose herself so she wouldn't insult her potential benefactor.

"So, what do you want?" Lou looked annoyednow, especially when Nala didn't
let go of his hand."I- | want to ask for a favor."

"Hm. You said that before."
"Could you... would you mind to take me underyour wings? Can you take me

to be your people?"Nala cut to the main point, since Lou didn't seem to have
any patient for a long conversation. "l have no one and | am so far away from



home, | don't know this place and because of the dispute between the alpha
and the king, | don't think the people in this pack like it for me to be here.
Can you help me, Lou?"

Lou raised his brows once Nala said her piece. "You want to be my people?"
he repeated thewords and Nala nodded. "What you can do for me?"

Nala licked her lips. "I can do anything for you. | will help you with anything..."
she said in seductive voice. There was no one there and it was only the two of
them and Lou was not a fool, who didn't know what she meant.

"Anything?" Lou raised his brows, the corner ofhis lips moved upward, as he
smirked. "Are you sure, you will do anything for me?"

"Yes." Nala's voice was akin to a whisper nowwhen she moved closer to Lou
and press herself against him.

The merchant rolled his eyes with this attempt, but he didn't move away, as he
watched what Nala was going to over to him."Like what?"

Nala pulled his hand that was still in her grip and placed it over her chest.
"Why don't we start with this?"

"Interesting," Lou mumbled. 1

Hanna had been taking care of Will this past few days and the alpha was kind
enough to let him out of duty for as long as he needed, Iris also didn't call for
her when she learned Hanna was with Will, which she was grateful for.

Right now, Will was sleeping, it was very concerning when he slept throughout
the night, morning and afternoon. He would only wake up when Hanna
reminded him to eat something, but even so, he looked like he was going to
sleep again when he was eating.

This condition really concerned her.

However, Will could only fall asleep when Hanna was inside the room,
because the moment she stepped out for long, he would wake up and look for
her.

He said her scent calmed him down, which made him able to sleep longer, but
Hanna didn't want that, it was not normal to sleep for hours every day.



"Will... you need to eat something," Hanna said,she shook his body to wake
him up. "Will, wakeup for a while and eat, okay?"

Will opened his eyes slowly and looked around until he found her face. "Will
you leave me?"

"What?" Hanna was confused with this suddenquestion. "Did you have a
nightmare?"

"I dreamed that you left me," he said in hoarsevoice.
"I am not going anywhere, Will."

"You left me because | slept with someone else..."Will said in small voice, he
looked so scared.
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"You left me because | slept with anotherwoman..." Will said in a whisper, his
face showed the horror he felt. His eyes dilated in fear and the sight of him
squeezed Hanna's heart.

"Oh, Will..." Hanna wanted to blurt out that sheknew what happened to him
and that was not his fault, but she was afraid, he would go spiral even more,
since he guarded his secret so tight and didn't let anyone to know about it, not
only the gamma, which she considered the two of them were so close. "You
will never do that..."

Will grabbed both of her hands and squeezed them tightly. "What if?"

"Will..." You didn't sleep with another woman, youwere being assaulted and
that was not your fault. That was what Hanna wanted to say, she

couldn't comprehend how Will saw the event in that light. "Maybe... maybe
you didn't sleep with the otherwoman... maybe she forced herself on you...”

Hanna said that very carefully, her heart beat so loud against her chest, which
made it so hurt, especially when she saw the horror in his eyes condensed
even more. Hanna squeezed his hands, in her desperate attempt to get him
back to her, before he fell even more into his dark thought."You will never do



that to me, Will. You are not aperson like that. That woman must have
forced herself on you."

Will pulled his hands from her g rip and Hanna felt this pan g in her heart. She
felt they didn't make any progress.

"I am a free man. | am not a slave. No one shouldhave been able to force
themselves on me."

And there, Hanna got the answer she wanted. That was how Will idealized a
free person, once they could get away from the slavery and as a man, unless
they were slave, who must follow their master's order, there was no way a
woman would be able to force themselves on him.

He was a watrrior after all. He could fight any woman.

"Will..." Hanna tried to wreck her brain to thinkthe solution about how to sa
lvage the situation because she could see how Will tried to withdraw from her
even more. "If that happened and you didn't mean it in that way... we can
work things out. As long as you promise not to hide anything from me."

"Really?" Will stared at Hanna for so long.

"Yes." Hanna immediately nodded. "I want you totrust me and be comfortable
enough to be honest with me if something like that happened.”

There was silence fell into the room, the night was so dark, as if you couldn't
see the light fromthe window nearby, but the room was no different, though
the luminous pearls hang at the corner.

"I am hungry," Will said in small voice and Hannabreathed in relief, as she
smiled gently at him.

It would be a long way for both of them, but Hanna promised to herself that
she would be in every step of it.

"Sure, let's eat. You have slept for hours. | missyou." 1

"Where are we going?" Iris asked, she lookedaround, as they entered the
Goffa mountain again, but from different route.

"You have been there before, we only take alonger route."



The mountain was exceptionally quiet and she was worried, there would be a
monster came out of nowhere. But, instead of going deeper into the mountain,
they actually circled the foot of it.

"The pack tomb?" Iris asked. She had been therebefore and indeed that place
was located on the foot of the mountain and it seemed, the location was free
from monsters, since the tomb had been there for years and there had never
been a single monster attack.

"Yes." Cane caressed her head.

"That's the place you want to show me?" Iristhought, he would take her to
somewhere she had never been before, though she was not going to
complain if he wanted to see his family.

Cane smiled he kissed her head. "l am going to visit the tomb for a while, but
that's not the place that | want to show you."

"Oh, okay." Now, Iris started to wonder whereCane would take her. He was
being secretive again, which was not good for her curiosity. "No one guard
this place?"

Iris remembered there was this young warrior, who guarded this place when
they were here,

"l dismissed them. They are more needed in thepack."”

After the attack and rebuilding the pack, they needed all the people that they
could find to help with it, more so, Lou had been working on his magical
device, which included the area of the tomb, though this part had never been
visited by the monsters.

This tomb was the same like when the first time they had been here, almost a
year ago, she felt like time flew so fast and how different things were right
NOw.

"But, we don't bring anything..." Iris said whenthey walked down the stairs that
led them into the altar of Cane's family. "I remember the young warrior handed
us pouches with silver coin inside."Meanwhile, Cane lit up all the torches all
the way down, so it was pretty bright inside.



Cane didn't mean to come to visit the tomb tonight, thus he didn't come
prepared, but the sight of Lou, simply irritated him, he didn't think twice and
only had an intention to get out of the dining room with his mate.

Therefore, why not sped up his plan. After all, he would take lIris to this trip at
some point before they left the Howling Wolf pack to visit Silver River pack
and Diandem pack.

"It's okay." Cane didn't really believe with thatkind of ritual, he only followed
because of the tradition. No matter how many coins that he offered, there was
no guarantee it would help them in the afterlife. What kind of place the afterlife
was, no one could answer that for sure.

They finally arrived at the tombs of Cane's parent, where their names
engraved on their respective stone. Josh Desgar Nortern and Crystal Nortern.

This underground room was so quiet and serenity befell on them, as Iris
slowed down her steps and stood behind Cane, as he paid his respect to ward
his parent.

Iris didn't say anything and stood there for long, as Cane stared at his father's
grave and started to speak in a very low voice, as if he talked to himself
instead. If Iris still was not able to hear,she wouldn't have the chance to know
what he was saying at this moment, even so Iris was still having a hard time to
hear the whole sentence, since Cane talked almost like a whisper.

"...You are so wrong about Kellan, father. He didnot deserve the throne."
Cane paused and took a step closer. "You used to tell me to stay away from
the power struggle in the palace, that's why you make mother stepped down
from her title as the princess, but | will take the throne, because that's the only
way for our people to be able to live free of threat. That's the only way how
my mate and | will be able to survive." 3

Cane wouldn't let anything happen to Iris like what happened to Leane. He
would be doomed, if he failed his mate for the second time. It
was unacceptable.

Maybe Koda would survive and manage to claim the throne, or maybe the
royal family won the war, but whoever sat there, they would see Cane as a
threat once the situation was calm enough and the next king saw the power
he held. His bloodline would always be a problem and Koda, just like alpha
Dristan, only tied with him because of the benefit they shared together.



"You may not be proud of the path that | choseand my way to survive, but it's
proven your soft and rightful way was not working in this chaotic world and |
will not walk down that path, father. | hope you understand."There was more
silence after that and Cane stood there for so long before he moved to

his mother's tomb and talk a few things before he moved to ward Leane's
tomb. There were another three small stones there.

This time, Cane took Iris hand to stand beside him, as if he was introducing
Iris for the first time, but he said nothing. His eyes dimmed, as he raised Iris's
hand and kissed the back of her hand, before he took her out of there.

He had finished his pray for Leane and no one would know what he said to his
late mate, except for himself.

Iris looked over her shoulder at the tomb. 'l will keep my promise.' 1

This time, Cane really took her to the place that he wanted her to see... his
mood became a little bit lighter and he kissed her forehead.( 1

"Thank you," he said softly, though she was notsure what he thanked her for.
3

Lou took Nala to his bedroom, since the woman was so eager to prove her
‘anything' to him, but he raised his brows when he saw a deep cut on top of
her left breast when Nala undressed herself.

The look on the merchant's eyes made her self-conscious, as she tried to
cover the scar with her hair
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"Well... that's a turn off." Lou touched his chin, ashe stared at the naked
woman before his eyes for a while and then went straight to the

bed, seemingly all the mood had gone and this made Nala panicked, because
she was afraid, she would lose to get this merchant on her side. 2

She suppressed the feeling of humiliation that dreaded her, she became self
conscious right now to see Lou's reaction.



Before this, she would always have a man to shield her and they were willing
to do that because they wanted her body, thus Nala knew, her greatest
strength was her beauty. 1

In this lifetime, being beautiful was the greatest benefit that woman could
have. You could get all the privilege that the ugly one could only dream of, but
it came as a blessing and a curse at the same time.

However, the king had ruined Nala to the point another man saw her naked
body in disgust and this was something that never happened before. They
used to worship her and tell her how she was a beautiful creature.

"W- we can do it from behind, so you don't needto see my scar..." Nala tried to
persuade Lou, but the merchant only closed his eyes when she approached
him, which shattered her selfconfidence even more. Was the sight of her
really disgusted him?

"Nah. Let's do it another time. | am not in themood right now." And after
saying that, Lou turned his body, so his back was facing Nala and this hurt her
even more.

Her pride was crushed. She, the woman, who always flaunted her beauty,
now had a man gave his back against her because he couldn't stand the sight
of her.

"O- okay..." Nala held back her tears and put onher dress again.
"Close the door when you left." 2

That was only another stab in her heart when Lou spoke again. This merchant
was truly heartless to his bone when he chose not to care. 1

Redmond returned so late at night, he was so damn tired and wanted to go
straight to the sofa, where he used to sleep. Damn this woman to not allow
him to sleep on the bed when it was spacious enough for both of them.

However, when Redmond was about to lay down, he heard a soft whimper
from inside the bedroom. 1

At first, he tried to ignore it, thinking probably Sofia had another breakdown
and was crying_



again right now. The sight of her crying was not a new thing for Redmond,
because he had seen that a few times before, thus he intended to mind his
own business.

Yet, though it was faint, he knew this cry was so different from the other night.
He was not sure what was so different, but instead of falling asleep and mind
his own business like he intended to do, Redmond felt restless and couldn't
sleep no matter how hard he tried.

"Oh, damn it! | must be cursed for having thislife!" Redmond grumbled and
cursed under his breath, as he pushed himself off the bed and strode toward
the bedroom. He slammed the door open in annoyance. "Can you keep it
down, please? There is a poor man here, who need his goodnight sleep! | am
going to die if | don't get my sleep, you know!"

But, Sofia only glanced at him over her shoulder with her back faced him. Her
eyes were swollen, as she curled herself into a ball and whimpered again.

This was weird, because usually Sofia would shout back at Redmond and
both of them would tangle in a cursing competition against one another, until
Redmond walked away and decided to sleep somewhere else.

Yet, Sofia kept whimpering and didn't mind him at all."What happened?"
Redmond toned down hisvoice and walked over to check on her. His

anger subsided significantly when he sensed there was something wrong with
this woman. 1

"My foot..." Sofia whimpered, her face contortedin pain and this made
Redmond felt a little bit worried.

"Your foot? What happened with your foot?"Redmond immediately pulled
away the blanket that covered her and saw Sofia was trying to reach her leg,
but because she was heavily pregnant, her stomach didn't allow her to

bend her body to touch her leg.

"Cramp..." Sofia wept, still trying to reach downto her leg. 1

Hearing that, Redmond immediately sat down on the edge of the bed. "Which
feet?" he stared at her feet that was covered under her long dress. 1

“Left..."



Redmond grabbed her left foot and pulled up her dress to get a better look of
it. "How can you have a big foot like this?!" he was surprised to see how big
her foot became. "What is it? Your feet are also pregnant?" 7

If Sofia was not in pain, she would have given him her piece of mind, but
unfortunately, she couldn't do that when she was in so much pain right now
and Redmond could help to alleviatethe pain, or so she thought...

"It hurt..." Sofia cried softly. She closed her eyes,so the sight of Redmond
touching her wouldn't upset her, but she started to scream when Redmond put
pressure on her left foot. "Argh! Are you going to break my leg?!"

Redmond immediately stopped surprised that it caused her so much pain.
"Hey! | am trying to help you, okay!Be nice!"

"It hurt! You are going to break my leg!"
"Great point. | have done that countless timebefore, it will not be my first."

Sofia opened her eyes immediately when she heard that, she didn't know
what Redmond meant with that, but she had this dreadful feeling, this man
could be crazy enough to do that to her, sensing how much he hated to
stuck with her because of the baby.

Sofia was half way to accept that Redmond was the baby's father and not
alpha Cane, subconsciously, because of the de tail that Redmond could recall
from that night they were together.

"Get out!" Sofia screamed, but Redmond didn'toblige, instead he took her foot
again, but this time, he tried to be as gentle as possible and massaged it
clumsily.

"Dam n it! | am tired, | want to get a massage too,"Redmond couldn't stop
grumbling, but he didn'tstop massaging her feet gently and recklessly.

Meanwhile, Sofia started to feel better with the way Redmond put pressure on
her cr amp feet.

"Why your feet so swollen like this? All thepregnant women like this?"
Redmond asked, after he finished with his grumbling. It surprised him to see
such big feet. "Did you eat or step on something strange?"



Sofia opened her eyes again and looked at Redmond, who was staring at her
feet with this funny look on his face. It seemed, he genuinely wanted to know.
"Maria said it's normal for a pregnant woman to get their feet swollen like this.
| only need to apply the oil that she had concocted to make the swollen not
look so bad."

"But, they look so bad, like feet of monsters, onlyless hairy." 6

Sofia really wanted to put her feet into Redmond's mouth for his comment.
"Have you ever said something nice even for once in your entire life?" 1

"Being too nice will get you killed in this world,woman. You know that, don't be
ridiculous."

Yes, Sofia knew that. There was no place for kindness in this cruel world,
especially in her previous life in alpha Gallot's pack. If you were not shrewd
enough, you would be replaced in a blink of an eye. A mistress was a
disposable thing and if it was not for her beauty and youthfulbody, alpha
Gallot must have forgotten about her,as she swamped in the pack house that
filled with dozens of women.

"Damn. Don't ever talk about this to anyone,understood?" Redmond glared
at Sofia. "This is so embarrassing. No man should massage a woman's feet,"
he grumbled, but conveniently forgot that Cane did this to Iris when she
was sick, or the way he treated his mate.

"You can stop now if you don't want to do it!"Sofia snapped.

"Just shut your mouth," Redmond grumbled, buthe kept massaging her feet.
"I am hungry..."

"l am not going to get anything for you! Do youthink | am your maid!?" 3

Cane took Iris to a beautiful place near the packtomb, it was the upper
course of the river, the same river that winding down to the Howling Wolf
pack.

The river looked so beautiful and the sound of itwas better than the sound
of the waterfall. It was not as noisy as that, in fact, the sound of it was so
calming.



Suddenly, Cane dropped to his knees with his back faced her. "Climb on."
"Hm?" Iris tilted her head, didn't understand that.
12:09"We will cross the river, you will get your dresswet."

"Oh." Iris hopped on his back and hugged hisneck, while resting her chin on
his shoulder."But, you will get your pants wet then.”

"I will simply take it off later." 1

Iris frowned. She felt like there was an underlying meaning behind his words,
but she couldn't tell what it was, since Cane's expression remained the same.
Did he just tease her? Or maybe it was only her, who was thinking too much.
3

After Cane secured her on his back, he started to walk through the river. The
night was warm enough, thus the water was not really cold.
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"Where will you take me?" Iris asked, she wascomfortable enough to clung on
Cane's back even though they had crossed the river long ago.

Because Cane didn't put her down, thus she didn't want to be put down. It was
great because she didn't need to walk and even more when she had a
reasonable reason to hug him like this.

They didn't go deeper into the mountain, it seemed, Cane took her to the other
part of this Goffa mountain, only now did she realize how big it is, as it
stretched between the two packs, the Howling Wolf pack and the Blue Moon
pack.

They walked in the clearing and the grass looked so soft and comfortable
enough to walk in barefoot, still, it didn't tempt Iris to get down from Cane's
back.

"Somewhere. | hope you will love it."



Iris wanted to say that she would love to be anywhere with Cane, but she
refrained herself from saying that out loud, because of how cheese it
sounded. In the end, she enjoyed the sight before her eyes. 1

The trees line up around this clearing area, while the night sky looked so
bright with the pale moonlight that illuminated their path, unfortunately, there
was not many stars abovethem. The wind was not cold and Iris really enjoyed
this walk with Cane, or she could say it was Cane, who was walking with her
on his back.

And after half an hour walking in silence, the silence that fulfilled them, where
they didn't need to have the obligation to speak, since the presence of each
other was already enough to fill the void in their heart and give comfort to
their trouble minds and all the problem they had to face sooner or later.

The only important thing they had right now was each other. They only wanted
to be in each other presence at this very moment.

"l found this place when | stay in the mountainlong enough years ago."

Iris understood what exactly the moment Cane meant, it must be the time
when her father sent many people to the mountain, but they gave those
shifters Rottingbane beforehand, so they wouldn't be able to shift into their
beast to protect themselves from the monsters. They needed to bring back
one monsters within three days, or else their loved one would be killed.

Only a handful returned, while the other member of the Howling Wolf pack
died in some part of this mountain or was killed in their attempt to bring back
the dead monster to save their love one from Gerald's cruelty.

And every time, Cane would be able to return.Shiver ra n down lIris's spine
when she realized that Cane could have died during that time, while her father
would torture him, but he wouldn't kill him.

However, set him off to the mountain without being able to shift into his beast
to defend himself was dangerous gamble, unfortunately, her father and
brother loved that game. Something completely wrong could happen to him at
that time and she wouldn't be able to have a chance to love him. 2

Feeling how Iris's mood dampened because of what he said, Cane put her
down and kissed the tip of her nose. "Don't think too much." Cane didn't say it
to make her uncomfortable and sad, he only stated the fact. "This is my



favorite place whenever | am here. | am sure nobody knows about this
place."( 1

"What is it?" Iris lifted her head, she still lookedsad, but there was a glint of
curiosity in her blue eyes.

"Come here." Cane took her hand and both ofthem climbed the hill.

"You shouldn't have put me down," Iris mumbled,she was trying to keep up
with Cane, while the alpha looked so easy even after he carried her halfway
here.

Cane chuckled when he heard that. "You need to get a little bit exercise."
1"My feet are not as long as you..." Iriscomplained, she started panting now,
but Cane didn't want to carry her again. 1

"It's good for you to warm up."

Iris pursed her lips, but she didn't say anything anymore, she needed to save
her breath and strength, as she followed him.

Once they reached the top of the hill, Iris gasped in fa scination to watch the
sight at the other side of the hill that she climbed. Just like what Cane said, it
was worth it.

"What... how there can be a place like this?!" Irisexclaimed, the scenery was
so breathtaking, it took her breath away.

"I have the same question too," Cane said softly,as he grabbed her hand and
helped her to get down the hill, which Iris did that without any complain, since
she was enjoying the sight of the place Cane showed her.

"Cane, this place is so amazing..." Iris breathedthe words.
"Hm. It's amazing indeed." Cane stared at Iriswhen he said those words. 2

This part of the mountain was a spacious clearing, where the grass grew in
white color, as if it was snow and the trees covered with moss in blue color,
which glittered under the moonlight, while the flowers were the color of black.
Iris hadnever seen such flower before. It looked ominously beautiful. The
flower almost looked like they were saying; they could stare at them, but they



couldn't touch them, since they didn't know whether the flower was poisonous
or not.

But what made Iris flabbergasted was the lake, the lake was a clear blue. The
water looked so clear, you could see the bottom of it. Iris stood on the edge
and watched the colorful stones on the bottom of the lake.

"Careful," Cane warned her, he put his handaround her hips protectively, he
knew his mate could be clumsy and he didn't want her to get wet, at least, not
now... 2

"How can you find this place?" Iris's face was sored, as she was smiling. "This
place is magical."She stared at the white grass and squatted down to pick it
up. It felt so soft, the texture was different from the normal grass, it almost like
a fur instead, laying down there would feel like you were on the bed.

"l don't know, | found it by accident," Canereplied. He stared at his mate, who
looked so happy to see this place. "I am glad you like this place too."

"I love it!" Iris stood up and tiptoed to kiss Caneon the lips, but because she
couldn't reach him and Cane was being a tease to not bend his body, thus Iris
could only kiss his shoulder. She pursed her lips, but it didn't dampen her
mood, as sheran around this place to see the flowers, the strange blue moss
on the trees and found colorful stones, which exuded yellow light from

it cracks.

"Don't you think the blue moss is the same colorlike the lake? Don't you think
the trees absorbed the water from the lake and the moss absorbe d it from the
trees, so it is the same color? But, why the trees are still the color of brown?"
Iris's curiosity had gone wild. "Do you think these flowers are poisonous?
Have you tried to eat it? Is it okay for me to sniff it?"

Cane laughed to see the enthusiasm in her eyes. "l thought the blue color is
the same like youreyes," Cane replied, as he approached his mate, but Iris
had runaway to different part of the tree. "And no, everything is safe." He had
tried it beforeand even drank the water from the lake, if he found harmful
object in this place, he wouldn't have taken Iris here, knowing her curiosity
could put her in danger. 1

"Oh." Iris then sniffed the flower and tried toremember what kind of scent it
was. "l feel like | have smelled this kind of scent, but | can't remember what it
is..."



"Cinnamon," Cane said, he approached Iris again,but she had sniffed another
flowers with different shape. "That's the first thing that came to my mind when
| smelled it."

"Oh, right!" Iris sniffed the other flowers again."Oh, | think all the flowers here
have the samescent, despite their shapes are different," she concluded. She
then went to the lake again. "Have you ever swam there? It seems not
toodeep."

"Do you want to swim?" This time, Cane managedto catch up with her and
stood behind his mate.

"No, | have never swam before," Iris repliedhonestly.
"l can teach you."

"You can?" Iris tilted her head and caught howdark Cane's eyes were, her
heart skipped a beat.

"Hm."

"Uhm, maybe next time," Iris said, she feltbutterflies in her stomach fluttered
their wings and her face became so hot when she could feel the atmosphere
had shifted.

"Why not now? | want you to enjoy this place."

"This place is beautiful." Iris genuinely felt thatway. "Thank you for taking me
here."

"This place indeed beautiful, but | take you herenot to show you how beautiful
this place is, but to show my favorite place to my favorite person." 3

Iris widened her eyes and turned her body around to look at Cane. "Cane, is

that you?"Never in million years she imagined, she would hear something like
that from him.
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Darling,

Kiss me like you need

To feel safe

Because my lips want to know

All the places

You have been hurt

So, they can make all the pain drift away.

| was lying beside you

And you had this half smile

Because my hands

Were drifting down your spine.

And you looked at me

And | lost track of everything

Because | realized

Just how badly

| want under your skin.

*** Pillow Thoughts; Courtney Peppernell *** 1
"l want you, Iris, will you give yourself to me?"

The words were heard by her ears and echoed in her heart. Above them, the
cloud hid the moon,as if it was too shy with the bold declaration of the alpha. 1

He wanted her, he wanted his mate.

He took her away from the pack house, so they wouldn't be bothered and for
tonight, it would be only the two of them that matter.



Iris felt her heart thumped wildly against her ears. She was sure Cane must
be able to hear that too, but his eyes, the way he looked at her, captivated all
of her senses and she couldn't think of anything else right now.

This was not the first time for them, but surely enough, only if Iris agreed, this
would be the first time they did it with her consent. 2

Even with everything that was going on around them and all the things that
went so wrong with the plan or how the capital city was burned down into
flames of war, as they chased after power and fame, right here and right now,
it was only the two of them.

Iris knew this time would come, she had prepared herself for this mo ment and
they were so close to do the deed before everything went south, but right now,
with this genuine gesture from Cane and how thoughtful he was, she felt so
overwhelmed, she could feel how special he treated her or how considerate
he was for wanting to make this mo ment meaningful for her too.Cane didn't
want to only have a sex with her and satisfy their sexual needs, he wanted to
go deeper than that. He wanted her to be naked and bare with him, he wanted
this to be a moment they could remember for the years to come, where they
would have a little bit hope whenever they felt life was too difficult and hard on
them, that even for once, they had a moment where they only cared for one
another. They had each other.( 2

"I don't bring you here for you to agree with myrequest, Iris, this is not a
demand..." Cane barely finished his words when Iris pulled him closer to her
and kiss his lips, and this time, he accommodated her by bending down his
tall body.

"I want it," Iris said timidly, the moon and thenight sky reflected in her blue
eyes. Her cheeks turned crimson color and her slightly parted lips trembled.

"Afraid?" Cane asked, caressing her cheek. Shecould feel how rough his palm
was against her skin, but she liked it nonetheless.

Iris shook her head, she pressed her lips into thin line, her eyes showed her
determination, but her voice turned into a whisper when she spoke again.
"But... | don't know what to do..."

Iris could say, she did nothing in their previous intimate moment, as she only
cried and screamed at Cane in those moments and asidefrom that, she didn't
have any experience or reference.



Now, they were really going to do it and Cane let her knew beforehand, Iris
became a little bit self conscious.

"Just follow your instinct, Iris. You did pretty wellbefore..." Cane whispered to
her ears, as he combed her hair with his fingers and let her curls cascaded
down her back when he pulled her hair tie. 1

Iris bit her lip when she heard that, Cane's voice was so close to her ear and
she loved it the way his warm breath brushed her skin.

"Like when we were in the bathroom?" Iris asked,as she felt Cane tore the
strings behind her dress and the fabric loosened up on her body.

"Yes, like when we were in the bathroom."

Iris grimaced, as she rested her head against Cane's sturdy chest, hearing his
strong heartbeat. She remembered how sore her hand was. She wondered
what kind of state she would be in when they were done. She prayed,

Grace's concoction would keep her strong enough to keep up with him and
that was the sole reason why Cane asked the healer to make the concoction
in the first place. 1

Slowly, her dress slid down her body and pooled around her ankles, leaving
her only in her undergarment. Cane stepped back and stared ather beauty,
while his mate looked so bashful to receive such intense gaze.

Cane took both of her hands and kissed her knuckles. "l will be so damned if |
hurt you tonight, Iris."

"No, you will not..." Iris said with small voice.

However, both of them knew no one could say anything for sure. This would
be the first time they tested their limit.

Cane could control himself before, but then, they didn't go further ahead that
time. Right now, their emotions were so raw.

"You should bring the dagger with you," Canesaid, as he leaned over and
kissed her bare shoulder.



"Don't be ridiculous," Iris said sternly, but herbody shivered when his lips
touched her skin and nibbled for a moment there, before he stared into her
eyes again.

"Just in case," Cane said, kissing her nose.

"l can squeeze your wolf spirit, in case you forgotabout that, so you can put
your mind at ease." Iris pursed her lips, she didn't like it when Cane talked to
her about hurting him and he was fine with that. 2

There was this amusement danced in Cane's eyes when he heard what she
said. "That's more efficient. Please do if | went too far."Never. 1

Iris wouldn't say the word out loud, thus she kissed his lips and bit it lightly, as
Cane sighed into her mouth and hugged her closely. He put his hand on the
back of her neck and deepened the kiss.

Iris was so small compared to him and he felt like it was so easy for him to
break her if he was not careful enough. He couldn't imagine how could he did
what he had done to her in the past. The guilt of it would hunt him for the rest
of his life.

"l can't take off your shirt..." Iris mumbled againsttheir kiss and Cane laughed
with her random comment.

She was too short to pull it over Cane's head and was not strong enough to
tear it apart like he did to hers. That's why she was stuck now. Since she was
not sure what to do and what the right steps to do it, she only mimicked what
Cane did to her.

"You don't need to worry about that."
"But, | am half naked now, while you still dressup. It's not fair."

Cane chuckled. "The night is still long, Iris, both of us will be completely naked
at some point."

The night was still long? How long he intended it would be?

Cane left wet kissed on her shoulder, as he trailed down her collarbones,
which made lIris'slegs turned very weak, as she curled her toes.

"You have beautiful collarbones, Iris, do you knowthat?"



No. Iris didn't know anything anymore, aside the fact of his lips on her skin
and how lightly he caressed her nipple with his thumb. She clutched his front
shirt and prayed her legs wouldn't give in.

Iris closed her eyes when she felt her undergarment was being torn apart.
How easy it was for him to undress her...

"You are so beautiful, Iris..." Cane said that again,kissing every scar on her
skin and hearing the person she loved saying that over and over again, made
her felt beautiful about herself... 2

This time, Cane dropped to his knees and kiss her inner thigh.

"Cane!" Iris opened her eyes in surprised, as shesupported herself, by holding
onto his shoulders. It was ticklish, but more than that, she was mortified if
Cane intended to kiss her down there...

Seeing Iris was not comfortable yet, Cane stopped and kissed her navel
instead, licking her skin. He could smell her arousal and how wet she was
when he touched her.

"You smell so good, | will be so mad if someonenoticed this," Cane said
darkly. The issue about her masking her arousal was still not yetdiscussed
further. They really needed to meet with Grace to talk about this problem. 1

Iris blushed when she heard how possessive Cane was when he said that.
She closed her eyes, but it only intensified the sensation she felt down there
when he moved his finger slowly. It was a torture when he teased her this
way.

"Cane..." Iris felt her breathe became heavy andher legs were about to give
away, while Cane lifted his head to stare at her contorted face.

"What do you want, Iris?" Cane asked in hishoarse voice. The sight of his
mate with the dark sky and the moon behind her was a sight to behold.

Iris bit her lip, too shy to say it, but too eager to get her release.

Cane inserted one more finger, which made Iris gasped, but he slowed down
his movement even more, which made her whimpered. 1

"F- faster, please..."
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| am a solar system

With crashing comets and star clusters.
And in all my pieces

She exists

| can feel her so strongly

It's like | am not even me

Anymore

Like all my pieces belong to her.

And if the moon could talk.

| wonder if he would tell the night

Just how lovely she is

With all those stars shining bright.

*** Pillow Thoughts; Courtney Peppernell *** 1

Iris closed her eyes and called his name when she came undone, her whole
body trembled and her legs gave up, but Cane was there to catch her fall. He
let her panted against his neck and held her closely, as he bit her shoulder

lightly.
Tear rolled down her cheek, as the feeling was so overwhelmed for her.

"Okay?" Cane asked, once Iris's body stoppedtrembling and laid her down on
the soft white grass, her curls spread on it, which gave the contrast color to
the sight.



"Mmbh..." Iris mumbled, as she stared at Canewith her hooded eyes.

"We are not yet done, Iris." Cane watched howher face could turn even redder
than this and she turned into her timid self, especially when she watched how
he licked his we t fingers, which coated with her release.

Her eyes widened in shock, as her lips parted slightly.

Cane smiled and started to kiss her lips. This time, Iris opened her mouth for
him, let his tongue exploring her, reveling in the taste of herself.

Cane really took his time, just like he said, the night was still long and he was
teasing her now, as he took everything very slowly, so it wouldn't take Iris by
surprised.

He took every step carefully and made sure she could handle it. He wouldn't
want to see her bedridden again for days after everything that had been done.

Sweat ran rivulets down Iris's back, while her long hair was damp and some
stuck to her skin.

Cane had stolen her breath away with his kiss and the way he touched her,
but Iris had given him her heart.By the end of the kiss, Cane lifted his head
and stared at her swollen lips. He overdid it again, as he could see there was
a small cut on her bottom lip, but Iris seemingly didn't even realize that.

He leaned over again to lick it, while Iris panted heavily and her body became
so hot.

"Cane..." Iris called his name and tried to pushhim away when his lips went to

assault her earlobe, but Cane grabbed both of her hands above her head and
held it with one hand. "Cane!" Iris tried to get away from him, as henibbled on

her earlobe right now. The ticklish sensation sent shiver down her spine to her
core.

Her earlobes were so sensitive and of course, the alpha had know n that for a
long time and the fact Iris didn't even ask him to stop, it must feel good for her
in a torturous way that she couldn't comprehend.

Cane stopped his assault when Iris tried to grind herself against him, as she
was desperate to find her release. Her arousal heightened and Cane knew it,
his eyes darkened.



Her beating heart thrummed on her ears and her skin longed for his touch.
She wanted him to touch every inch of her body with his lips. Iris even didn't
realize what she was doing, as she was in the blissful moment, but also

the torturous one. Her body ached for something and she wanted him to fill
the void.

This feeling was uncomfortable and she wantedhim to make her feel good
again...

This time, Cane's small kisses travelled down from her neck to her chest,
leaving a hot, wet trail behind, while his hand cupped her breast and pinched
her nipple.

However, when Iris tried to push her body up, so she could feel him, Cane
released both of her hands and pushed her hips down.

"Cane!" Iris opened her eyes and stared at hermate anxiously.

"Not yet, Iris..." Cane said, as he went furtherdown on her body and Iris knew
what he was going to do, as she felt his lips were on her navel again and now
both of his hands were on her hips, pressing her down, which made

the discomfort between her legs grew even more.

At this point, Iris couldn't care less when Cane lowered his body even more
and kissed her inner thighs, he lingered a little bit longer there, intentionally
avoiding the most aching part of her body.

"Cane, please..." Iris cried, as she grabbed thewhite grass around her, this
feeling was even more overwhelmed than the first one. Her body was tensed.

But, she let out a moan when Cane finally gave her the attention she
desperately needed. His lips were on her, as his tongue tasted her sweetness,
savoring her. He flicked his tongueand this made her body trembled, as

she whimpered and cried, because Cane would stop when she was so close.
He was so mean! 2

"Cane!" Iris protested and she could hear hisdeep chuckle to hear the anger
from his little mate. Iris threw him a pleading look and pursed her lips.

If Iris was not in the throes of her desire, she wouldn't have imagined herself
to be in this position with Cane's face between her legs.



And this time, Cane took her for real, while Iris parted her legs to give him
more access. She didn't know that this feeling could be so overwhelmed,
could someone die from being so aroused?

When lIris reached her climax, she felt like her whole body was exploded, as
she cried with the sensation. The feeling was unnerving and blissful at the
same time. This time, it lasted longer than the first, while Cane took
everything...

Iris felt so drained when the waves of pleasure was over and she opened her
eyes in daze only to see Cane had taken off his shirt, the sight of his body
made Iris bit her lip. She had seen him naked before, but every time, she
would find herself was fascinated by him over and over again. His body was
built of muscles.

And even though she knew his body was way bigger than her, but seeing this
reminded Iris ofhow easy this man crushed her if he wanted to.

"l like the sight of you right now, Iris," Cane said,as he leaned over to take her
dress and gather it under her lower back, so it would support her hips, giving
him an easy access to her. He took off his pants as well and everything that
could come between him and his mate...

"Wh- what are you doing?" Iris was tired, but shewas curio s what Cane was
planning to do with the dress behind her back. She felt like her body was
about to give up, yet she forced herself to stay awake. Cane hadn't even
started anything with himself when she already came twice.

"Relax, Iris, you will feel more comfortable thisway..." Cane lowered his body
and kissed her lips, but he didn't linger longer, as he lifted his head slightly
and stared at her. "Are you good?" he checked on her.

"Yes..." Iris raised her hands and caressed hischeeks, while the alpha
indulged himself in her comforting scent.

"Did | hurt you?"

"No." Iris shook her head and was bashful whenshe felt his member between
her legs, nudged her openings. She was still we t from her climax and Cane
didn't really ‘clean’ her up down there, so you could hear the sound of it when
he moved against her.



"I am amazed that | am still in control..." Canesaid softly, seemed like he was
talking to himself.

"l know you can..." Iris whispered back to him andthis made Cane kissed her
neck.

"l think, my fear of hurting you is greater thananything else..." Cane kissed his
mark on her neck, the sight filled his heart with pride. 2

On the other hand, Iris felt so close with him after she heard that. It was so
rare for Cane to express his feeling into words, but at this moment, under the
moonlight and in this magical place, he tried to be bare with her and the
feeling was so raw...her heart was swollen with happiness to get the
confirmation of how much Cane cared about her. 2

Cane had shown it through his action countless times, but the feeling hit
different when he verbalized it, as if the simple words he said, eradicating the
last trace of doubt in her heart.

"Wrap your legs around me, Iris."

Iris did like what she was told and she gasped when she felt him, how hard he
was right now and both of them groaned when Cane started to thrust into her
gently. She grabbed his shoulders, while he pinched and twirled her

nipples between his fingers, watching her expression, as he was inside her.

Then, Cane started to move, it was so strange for him to be able to have
control over his body when he lusted over his mate, in the past, helong as he
got his release, but this time it was different...

Meanwhile, Iris felt the pain because she still tried to adjust with his size and
Cane could feel her discomfort, as he stopped. It took everything in him not to
move and fuck her so hard. He released her nipples and grabbed the

grass around him, so he wouldn't hurt her.
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It's so hard to know what to say



To someone who feels so lost,

So | will stand here for you

In the wind and the rain

And | will be the lighthouse you need.
Take my hand and breathe again
And | will guide you home.

She's that girl

Who doesn't believe

In herself all that

Much

And for the life of me

| can't understand

Why

Because my belief

In her

Goes beyond the sky.

*** Pillow Thoughts; Courtney Peppernell

"Iris?" Cane called his name as softly as he could,though he was fighting back
the urge to moveinside of her. He couldn't step back now, there was no way
for him to not go through with this, he would be doomed if Iris asked him to
stop, but still, he determined to stop if that was what she wanted.

Tears trickled down from the corner of her eyes and Cane kissed them.



"F- for a moment," Iris said, she felt so full andoverwhelmed with him inside
her. it was still painful, though this was not the first time they had done it.
Probably, it happened because they didn't do it regularly.( 1

Meanwhile, Cane held himself back, his back covered with sweat, as he
endured the torture. His breathing labored, as he waited for her to be more
comfortable.

Only when Iris kissed his chin and nodded softly at him, he started to move
again, but he lost a little bit control there when he thrusted her deeply and this
made Iris arched her back and cried out in pain, yet, Cane couldn't stop,

he managed to slow down his pace, but he was too far gone...

"Cane..." Iris felt her whole body was shaken, ashe moved in and out from her
and every thrust went deeper than the other. She braced herself for the pain.

But, surprisingly, it didn't last for long, as a moment later she could feel how
her bodyreacted to his fervor.

The feeling was so real and she couldn't help, but asked him to move faster,
which her wish was granted.

This quiet night was filled with the sound of their labored breathing and how
their body collided against one another. The sweet scent of sex filled this
magical place, as fireflies appeared on the surface of the lake, the yellow
lights from them caught their attention, as Cane and lIris tilted their head to
see the beautiful sight before them.

It looked like the stars came down to them.
"It's beautiful..." Iris said breathlessly.

"They are nothing compare to you," Cane replied,as he moved faster and bit
his mark on her shoulder, his teeth didn't sink too deep, but of course, it would
leave bruises in the morning. 1

Suddenly Iris tensed and her body convulsed her around her, as she bit his
shoulder to muffle her cries, as waves of pleasure washed over her
once again.

But, Cane had not done yet. He just started...



He pulled out and flipped Iris's body, so her back faced him. Iris screeched
because she knew what kind of sight Cane would get from her scarred back,
but Cane didn't show any care for her scars. She was beautiful nonetheless.

Cane bit her back lightly while he pulled her asstoward him and made her
knelt down, as he entered her again in this position, while Iris was still reeling
in her third climax. He rubbed her clit, while he was still inside and this made
Iris felt like her body was going to give up, as she started to be aroused again.
How could her body take it? How long it would be for Cane to get his release?

But then, she couldn't think anymore when Cane moved faster and harder, the
tip of him hit her womb, his phallus filled her, stretched her even more, while
his fingers stimulated her, giving her more pleasure than she could handle...

Iris cried when she felt she was so close and this feeling filled her to the brim.
She knew, she would still feel him even when days had passed. Cane was a
little bit out of control, but she still could bear it.

Yet, it started to terrify her when she got her pleasure for the fourth time and
Cane had not yet done with her.

This time, Cane made her sat down on him, as he nibbled on her nipple and
held her body closely, so she wouldn't fall.

Heaven! She didn't think, no matter how many Grace's concoction she drank,
she would never match his stamina, not even close... 1

Indeed, the night was still long...Iris was not sure how many times she was
being pleased and got her release, because she stopped counting on the fifth.
She really didn't need to ask what she should do, because Cane did all the job
for both of them.

The bright light of the sunrise fell on her face and she groaned, as she opened
her eyes. Her deliciously ached and she felt she didn't even have any strength
left to even raise her finger.

From the corner of her eyes, she saw Cane approached the bed. His
expression was devoid from any emotion, but his eyes couldn't lie. He was
worried sick.



"Too... bright..." Iris whimpered, closing her eyesagain and Cane immediately
withdrew the curtain so it was comfortable for her eyes, only then he
approached her again and sat down on the edge of the bed, holding her hand.

"Did I overdo it?" Cane asked, his voice was sodeep and dark. It seemed he
didn't get any sleep since last night.

Iris swallowed so hard, she refused to answer that question, because she was
not sure whether it was him, who overdid it or it was her, who
was disappointed for not being able to keep up.

Cane took a glass of water on the table beside the bed and helped her to
drink it, as he put more pillow behind her back, when he saw Iris refused to
talk. She flinched when she moved herbody and this made Cane's jaw
thickened. He tried to be as gentle as possible.

The liquid slid down her throat and she felt so relief, it was so nice and she
asked for another glass sheepishly. "How many days had passed?"she finally
asked when her dry throat felt a little bit better.

Cane chuckled to hear the question. He neated her curls with his fingers.
"Only six hours, Iris. It is still the same day." 1

It was a news for Iris, she only fell asleep for six hours? "Only six hours?" She
was surprised.

"You get better." Cane nodded and kissed the tipof her nose.

"No. | am sore," Iris grumbled, she flinched whenshe tried to move her body,
she felt like she was still leaking down there. It was embarrassing...

"For a while, | will get your medicine." Cane stoodup and went across the
room, while Iris stared at herself.

She was sure, it was Cane, who had carried her back, as she was too tired
and sleepy to do it on her own. She remembered that she fell asleep after she
heard the way Cane moaned her name. Iris didn't know her name could be
said so melodiously.

And the way his body shuddered and how he breathed heavily when he came
undone, it made her wanted more... she was right when shethought, the



sound of his voice when he got his release would be as blissful as the sound
of his laugh, if not more... 3

Right there, Iris stopped herself because she didn't want Cane to smell her
arousal again. Ugh! She felt so embarrassed of herself to even think about
that and got aroused when she barely survived last night. Well... even though
she wouldn't complain.

"Open your legs," Cane said, as he pulled awaythe blanket.

"Hhuh? What?" Iris was not quick enough tosecure the blanket around her
body, so she was sitting there with only her night dress without her
undergarment, something that she just realized it now.

"Open your legs, Iris. | need to reapply it everythree hours. You are swollen
down there, that's why you feel sore," Cane explained it calmly, but his eyes
darkened a few shades. 1

"I- 1 will do it," Iris said. She was mortified to letCane saw her down there
when her mind sober enough to feel bashful.

"I have seen everything, Iris. What are youembarrassed for?" Cane then sat
down, pulled up her dress and put her legs slightly apart.

He reapplied the medicine on her intimate part, which made Iris protested, but
she was too tired and had no strength left to push him away.Therefore, she
could only stare at the ceiling and prayed he was done quickly. Too
embarrassed to see him between her legs again.

However, Cane really took his time, as he did it slowly and attentively. He
must smell her arousal again, which she tried to hold back, but this time, he
said nothing about it and focused on his task.

Iris felt her soul had left her body when Cane was finally done and pulled
down her dress then covered her body with blanket.

"l will ask someone to get your meal andmedicine," Cane told her. He didn't
realize it, since when it became a habit of him to tell Iris what he was going to
do.

Once Cane returned, he observed her more.



"You feel pain somewhere else?"
Iris shook her head. "I am fine, Cane. You don't need to worry."
She was wrong, Cane was not worried, he was scared.

the whole seven packs in the south under his command. Soon, there is no
more seven packs in the south, only one and he will be the alpha."Redmond
was not really good at explanation, so he only blurted out the common thing
that people had predicted when they read the shift in power.

Therefore, what he told her was only a common knowledge that had spread
among people.

"More so, if they still bothered me with the factthose traitors came from Blue
Moon pack, | can remind them | have killed most of my comrades and | will do
the same if they didn't shut their mouth up."

Redmond then ate more aggressively, he was irritated to be reminded of that
and Sofia didn't try to engage in conversation with Redmond again.

It was not that she wanted to upset him, she only wanted to have someone to
talk to, but she didn't know what the safe topic to be discussed... 2

"What do you want?" Cane asked Haco, as thesorcerer came to visit him in
the study room. His expression looked trouble, which told Cane there must be
something important he wanted to tell him. 1

Meanwhile, Iris was sitting next to Cane, doing her own thing. She had been
learning aboutdays. 2
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| could spend hours talking to you and it only feels like a handful of moments.
And | know that life can be difficult and challenges get in the way, but with



you, life feels effortless. It feels like the struggle is worth it. Just to see you at
the end of the day. When | am with you, the sadness goes away. 1

*** Pillow Thoughts; Courtney Pepperneil ***

It was not easy for Cane to deal with this feeling of fear. The blissful moment
only lasted momentarily, until he saw Iris exhausted face and how some part
of her body had bruised. The color irritated him. He was afraid, something
so bad could happen to her.

But then, if she could survive their previous intimacy when he was not careful
enough, she must have survived this, this consolation thought was not really
help actually, because it irked him even more to be reminded of something
that forever would be engraved in his mind and heart. 2

"You don't need to be worried, Cane. | am only alittle bit tired," Iris said, she
stretched out her arms and Cane carefully came closer and rested his
forehead on her shoulder, as they hugged each other, in this position, it was
obvious that hedidn't put all of his weight on her.

"How do you feel?" Cane asked after some timepassed. He licked the bruises
on her neck, where he bit his mark on her skin.

"| feel... good," Iris cleared her throat. "How doyou feel?"

Cane stopped licking her bruises. "Awful." He started to communicate his
feeling now, though it was not the answer that Iris anticipated.

"What?" Iris pushed him slightly away from her,so she could see his face. He
still had this emotionless expression, but his eyes were so gloomy, as if there
was a storm that brew inside him. "Did ... that bad? | told you | didn't

know what to do." 1

Cane was speechless, he was mad because the outcome was not the way he
wanted it to be, since lIris got hurt, but here she was; thinking she didn't
perform enough. Who cared about that?

"Iris, you can play dead and lay down still like aplan k for all | care." Cane's
voice was very stern. "l will not complain and still find youattractive."( 1

Iris blushed. What was that supposed to mean? "Is that a compliment?"



Hearing the question, Cane chuckled. He laughed more nowadays, even with
the tragedy that befell on his pack and how they were in dire situation. She
managed to crack him up, even when he wasupset and frustrated.

The way she blushed, the way she asked him timidly and how she tried to
look nonchalant, but failed miserably. He liked this side of her and how some
time, he would find her ogled at him with fascination.

Cane was not sure what she found so attractive about him, he could see the
way she loved him fearlessly and wanted to try everything for him. She
stretched her boundaries and tested her limit for him. She endured
everything... the pain, the agony, the hardship that came when she chose to
be with him and here she was; still staring at him with adoration in her eyes. 3

He was a monster, but still, she came closer to him undauntedly.

It was surreal to have this woman in his life when he thought, he wouldn't fall
for anyone anymore, but here he was, succumbed in her presence and was
unable to let her go.

It started with her giving him the Blue Moon pack, but it ended up with him
giving her his whole heart. 4

There was nothing much, his heart was not pretty, after all, it had been broken
and shattered into million pieces, but by some miracle, it was still beating and
now, it beat for her...( 2

"You did nothing wrong," Cane said softly, hegrabbed her hands and kissed
her knucklessolemnly. "I am disappointed, because in the end, | still hurt you."

"No, you didn't." Iris was adamant. She felt uneasywhen she thought, Cane
wouldn't try it again with her. Well, she only said she was sore, but she didn't
complain... 1

Cane chuckled again, he could see how eager Iris was to prove how she was
fine, when the evidence was all over her skin.

"You need to eat more and rest." Cane kissed thetip of her nose and stood up
right in time someone knocked on the door to deliver Iris's meal and medicine.

After her stomach was full and they talked about what Cane's next plan was,
Iris fell asleep again. She snored softly, looked content, as she rested her



head on his laps and Cane checked on a few reports, while caressing her
head.

Iris slept all the way through afternoon and only woke up before dinner time.
She felt better and the sore had decreased significantly, it must be Cane, who
dutifully applied the medicine when she was sleeping, since it should be
reapplied every three hours.

Iris felt so embarrassed, but there was this beautiful smile on her lips. She
liked it when Cane paid attention to her.

The next day, they discussed about leaving to the Silver River pack. Like
usual, Jace would be incharged for the pack, while Eth an would come with
them, so did Redmond, which meant, he would probably not be able to be
there when Sofia gave birth to his firstborn.

The thought of it gave him a mix of feeling.

"l don't care about the baby," Redmond grumbled,every time he thought about
the matter. "Women gave birth every day. It's not like | can do anything about
it anyway." He gulped down the entire drink and slammed it against the table,
as he left the money and walked back home.

Sofia had toned down her nastiness a little bit now, though Redmond was not
sure what the cause of the change of attitude, but it was nice not to have to
fight with her in every single moment they were in close proximity. She

also made Maria stopped to argue with him, which helped Redmond a lot,
because he was on the verge of bashing that old woman's head against the
wall for bothering him so much. 2

"l heard you are going with the alpha and theother to the other pack," Sofia
broke the silence between them when they were having their dinner. Maria
dutifully cooked for her and supplied everything she needed, since she
was not allowed to step into the pack house.

The old woman was still thinking the alpha would come to his sense, once the
baby was born, thus she didn't bother him so much, especially when she was
not able to see him, even when she triedso hard to do so.

With everything that was going on in the pack, the problem with Sofia didn't
look so important again in the eyes of the most pack member, as they had a
lot of things to deal with, more so when their alpha didn't even pay attention to



this pregnant woman. They started to question the baby as well. Now, Kaz
was not in the picture to rally people behind him to worship Sofia, some
of them only had her in the back of their mind.

"Yeah," Redmond answered curtly, as he ate hisfood, while Sofia played with
it, seemingly didn't have any appetite.

"How could they bring you with them when youare part of the pack that had
attacked them? They still trust you?" 1

Redmond frowned and stopped eating when he heard the question. "If you are
still clueless about what is going on and what is going to happen, | will
educate you a little bit here," he said in light tone.

Sofia pursed her lips. She knew she was not that bright when it came to the
state of affair or read the power struggles between men over territory and
whatnot, but it vexed her when Redmond point ed that out in not very nice
way. Still, she didn't curse at him.

"Cane is the only alpha in the south, with thepower struggle in the capital city
and how those people fought for the throne, he is going to unite the whole
seven packs in the south under his command. Soon, there is no more seven
packs in the south, only one and he will be the alpha."Redmond was not really
good at explanation, so he only blurted out the common thing that people had
predicted when they read the shift in power.

Therefore, what he told her was only a common knowledge that had spread
among people.

"More so, if they still bothered me with the factthose traitors came from Blue
Moon pack, | can remind them | have killed most of my comrades and | will do
the same if they didn't shut their mouth up."

Redmond then ate more aggressively, he was irritated to be reminded of that
and Sofia didn't try to engage in conversation with Redmond again.

It was not that she wanted to upset him, she only wanted to have someone to
talk to, but she didn't know what the safe topic to be discussed... 2

"What do you want?" Cane asked Haco, as thesorcerer came to visit him in
the study room. His expression looked trouble, which told Cane there must be
something important he wanted to tell him. 1



Meanwhile, Iris was sitting next to Cane, doing her own thing. She had been
learning aboutdays. 2
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