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570 THAT 'THING'

Iris woke up early in the morning and immediately found out Cane was

not sleeping in the bedroom, because the side of her bed was still so neat,
there was no trace of him whatsoever. She had been so used to wake up to
him, thus it felt so strange when she found herself was alone lagain.

Instead, it was Aliana, who greeted her.

"Don't give me that disappointed look,"Aliana said, pouting her lips to feign
being angry with Iris for giving her such look. "Don't be too disappointed, the
alpha washere last night to check on you when you were sleeping..."

"Why he didn't wake me up? Why he didn'tstay?" Iris cut Aliana's explanation.
If Cane came over, why he didn't stay and leave immediately?

"Luna, the alpha needs to take care about alot of things, he changed the plan
all of sudden and there were a lot of members ofthis pack that need to be
treated after the attack. | am very sure the alpha really wanted to spend the
night with you." Aliana winked at Iris, but it didn't lift her spirit. 1

Iris knew she became so childish and demanded too much, but she couldn't
help it, the feeling of being abandoned crept in her heart. She could say, it
was not the feeling she wished for anyone to feel. The level of anxiety she felt
was insane to think Cane didn't want her anymore.

"Where is Cane?"

"l think the alpha is with Ethan now, theyare overlooking this pack and
strengthen the territory around the pack house."

"l want to see him," Iris stated, in that case,Aliana couldn't stop her from
leaving.

"Okay, but you still need to have yourbreakfast, okay." Aliana helped Iris to
clean herself and get ready for the day.

However, Aliana was clueless with what to do with Iris's hair, aside from from
styling it into a half bun.



"You don't know?" Aliana was surprisedwhen she asked how to style her hair
like the previous day. "Who did it then?"

"Cane did it," Iris said casually, because thatwas the truth. Before, Hanna
would help Iris with her hair and recently, Cane had been such an expert
when it came to her hair, he styled her hair better than Iris could. 1

"The alpha did it?!" Aliana was shockedwhen she learned about it. Ethan must
have left this de tail in his exaggerated story, or maybe his story was not
exaggerated at all. "He did your hair?" 1

Iris looked at Aliana over the mirror in front of her and watched how her jaw
dropped in disbelieve. 1

"How could you make the alpha do it?"
"l didn't do anything." Iris shook her head.
"When did he start do it for you?"

Iris tried to think about that. "We spent some time on our way back to the
Riverside pack and I think he was bored because it was only the two of us, so
he did my hair."That explanation didn't help with Aliana's shock, if anything,
she became even more speechless. Never she would imagine the alpha was
so bored out of his mind and was very idle to learn how to style his

mate's hair.

"The alpha must have loved you so much forhim to put such an effort." 1

It was a small thing, but you would be able to see how much that person loved
you through small things they put their effort into to make your life easier.

Iris grimaced when she heard that. "Cane never said that he loves me," she
confided to Aliana. She had never talked about her feeling to someone else,
not even with Hanna, because of the way she positioned herself in Iris's life.

Hanna cared for her and there was no doubt in that statement, but Hanna
would never be Iris's friend, she would take care of her and always saw her as
her 'missy’, whiéwith Aliana it was different. 1Aliana could be a big sister that
she had never had and some time, she would be this mischievous friend with
wild imagination, which made Iris felt so giddy to hear her crazy thought or
how she complained about the warriors and reprimanded them. 1



It felt so refreshing to have Aliana around, while she also taught Iris to know
more about the Howling Wolf pack, something that Cane had never done
before, since he had a lot of things in his hands.

"Luna," Aliana said gently. "You must havenoticed by now, the alpha will talk
more and explain thing into a certain detail, something that he wouldn't do to
any of us. Do you know how Ethan threw a tantrum because he said the alpha
played favorite, since he always answered your question, but not his?"

Iris giggled when she heard how Aliana was roasting on Ethan so casually.

"The alpha is not good to explain his feeling,but his action must have told you
as clear asday how precious you are to him." Aliana ended up put Iris's hair
into a half bun. 1

Deep down, Iris knew about that, she felt it whenever Cane tried to make
things easier for her and how he compromised a lot. Even though, she still
wanted to hear how he said those words, but she thought, she would be
content with it right now. Aliana's words lit up her spirit a little bit.

"Oh, luna, I think it will be fine if you were alittle bit bold," Aliana said again
with this mischievous smile on her lips. "You know that the alpha has been
stressed out lately and | think you can cheer him up."

"How?" Iris was listening attentively, ifAliana had an idea how to cheer Cane,
she was willing to do anything, not to mention her guilty feeling was still
lingering.

Aliana winked at her. "This is the thing that only you can do it," she said
secretively.

"Only me?" Iris frowned.

"Oh, luna..." Aliana grimaced when sherealized how innocent the luna was.
"That 'thing', you can make him feel better."

"What 'thing'?" Iris became frustrated, shenarrowed her eyes, became
impatient. 2

"Some time, you need to take the initiative.l don't know with the alpha, but |
think some men like it." And when Aliana realized Iris still couldn't get it, she
lowered her head and whispered to her ear and whatever she said made Iris's



face turned red and Aliana had the audacity to laugh at her upon seeing her
reaction.

"Aliana!" Iris wanted to cry out ofembarrassment, while she didn't
stop laughing. 1

"Serafim, this is my poor great grandson..."Koda didn't waste his time, the
moment the Serafim arrived at his pack along with her entourage after they
managed to pass the territory, he immediately took her to his great grandson's
nursery room. "He is being cursed by the dark magic user in the palace!"'We
just arrived, can't you wait until wetake a rest for a while?" Liam protested,

but Abby stopped him.

"Let me see your great grandson," Abby said.She walked gracefully, as she
entered the nursery room and met with princess Laluna and the baby in her
arms.
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They named the baby after his father. Vemion. It was a devastating moment
for Laluna to learn how she lost her mate because of the lycan only a few
weeks before she supposed to give birth to Vemion's first child. 1

Not to mention everything fell apart after that moment. A lot of things had
happened and Laluna felt like she was not able to keep up with the drastic
change that surrounded her life.

From losing her mate to be the mother of the future king of this kingdom and

then the unrest in the capital city, where she had to leave and go back to her
pack for the protection, but only then she realized her baby was being cursed
and now they were so desperate to find a cure for her baby.

They would do everything to save little Vemion, because this less than

three months old baby held a great power and a valid reason for them to fight
for the throne, without the babv, the v would beseen as a rebellion pack, as
they lost the case, the reason why they were in hot water with the royal family.

It was not they cared about the baby, but the value that came with him that
they cared the most.



Laluna felt ill to her stomach whenever she remembered that fact.

"Serafim," Lalun a greeted her, as shecurtsied with the baby in her arms,
but Abby immediately stopped her, so she didn't need to bend her body.

"Let me check on your son," Abby saidsoftly, she glanced at the baby, but
she couldn't find anything. The baby was currently sleeping now, but there
was no indication of dark magic apparently.

But then, Abby couldn't determine the answer without having a thorough
check on the baby. Her power was not strong enough to tell whether or not
the baby was cursed by the dark magic without any visible sign. 5

"Yes, please save my son, Serafim," Lalunasaid with a grief tone. She walked
backtoward Vemion's cribs and laid him there.

"Can you tell me what happened with him?"Abby needed all the information
she could get to determine how to purify the dark magic, if the poor baby was
indeed being cursed.2

Laluna then told the Serafim about how her baby would cry for hours to no
end and would often have a seizure, which freaked them out. The baby would
bleed from his orifices.

"And this..." Laluna unswaddled the babyand showed his rash skin, they
looked so horrified to be on the little one, it looked so painful and Abby gasped
in surprised."What should we do, Serafim? Can you lift the dark magic? The
people in the palace is so cruel to attack my baby." 2

Kod a stepped forward and pleaded with the Serafim as well, of course, he
didn't forget to insert a few insults toward the royal family, so the Serafim
would help more with their cases.

"l believe you can lift the curse, right?"Koda said with expectant tone,
whilestaring at the Serafim, who was silence the whole time.

Iris was having a hard time to find Cane. When she arrived at the place,
where he supposed to be there, he had gone a few minutes earlier, as if
someone had told him that Iris was coming over and he left immediately.

No matter what Aliana said to reassure her that was unintentional, Iris knew
Cane was trying to avoid her. Was he that mad at her, until he didn't want to



see her? Iris became even more frustrated. She went to the tent, where they
treated the injured people after the attack last time.

Iris needed to do something, to distract her mind from thinking too much about
Cane's action. She really regretted it for defying him, especially in front of his
people. If she could, she would rather to have Cane reprimanded her and
snapped back at her when she didn't oblige than to have him ignored her like
this.

Iris felt so miserable. (1)"Cane, how long do you want to avoid her?"Ethan
sighed deeply, as he watched Iris was sitting next to Lil Thing and caressed
the white fur creature with blank expression after she helped with the injured
people inside the tent.1

The ga mma stood next to his alpha, who was stubborn enough not to
approach his mate and chose to look at her from afar.

"l know you are upset because she didn'tlisten to you, but shouldn't you talk
things out, instead of avoiding her?" Ethan asked, both his alpha and luna
looked miserable and it affected him as well. He didn't like this tension
between them. 2

However, the truth was not as simple as it seemed on the surface, it was not
only because of her action that made Cane became even more closed off, but
also because of his recent decision.

After all, killing your enemy was an easy job compared to killing your own
people...

Ethan stopped his rambling when Cane glanced at him. It was enough to tell
the ga mma that he messed up again."What the news from the Red Cla w
pack?"Cane asked callously.

"Oh, Koda wrote that the Serafi m hasstarted the treatment for his

great grandson and now they are waiting the progress of it," Ethan
iImmediately replied, afraid Cane would be more upset. "They also tried to
reach out to Celestial Moon pack to make alpha Derick side with

them, especially when the royal had killed Kade."

Kade was the previous king's righthand man from Celestial Moon pack. He
was killed because alpha Derick sheltered prince Kellan, which his action
showed which side the alpha had decided on.



"It seems they really do the plan you haveset for them," Ethan said with a grin.
"But, if you think about it again, they don't have a prominent figure to
strategize their next move. You have made them relied on you so bad,
Cane!You awed me again!" Oh, of course, the ga mma didn't forget with

the praise, hoping he could get out from Cane's bad side after his rambling.

"The warrior from the Bloody Wolf pack willarrive soon, go and delegate their
task,"Cane said, he didn't even bother to listen how his ga mma tried to flatter
him.

"There are around two hundred and fifty ofthem... can't you give me Oliver to
help?"Ethan then blinked his eyes, as if he just realized something. "I have not
yet seen him after our fight, have you sent him somewhere?" 1

Cane's eyes darkened slightly with the mention of Oliver's name. "l sent him
back to the Riverside pack to overlook the construction tunnel there."

"Ah! That's why | have not yet seen him!"Ethan clicked his tongue. "You don't
need to send him away, we just have disagreement, that's all." Ethan felt bad
for Oliver but, his eyes li t up. "But, | am happy you side with me!"

Cane threw him a dagger look. "If you think | did it for you, you can stop your
delusion."

Ethan's smile disappeared almost immediately, as he pouted. "I thought
you care about me so much.... Where are you going?!"Cane didn't have time
to listen to Ethan's complain, so he turned and left in Ethan's midsentence.

"Can't | have Aliana to help, at least?! Cane!Alpha!" Ethan chased after Cane.

And with that, Iris didn't see Cane for a whole three days. Aliana would tell her
that Cane came to visit her in the middle of the night when she had fallen as
leep and then left without staying by her side. 1

On the third day when they supposed to leave this pack, Iris still couldn't
manage to meet with Cane and her guilty feeling turned into frustration and
now she was angry. Her mood instantly ruined when she saw the spot next to
her was empty again this morning.

You could tell how bad mood the luna was when she glared at the watrrior,
who told her the alpha just left before she arrived at the training ground.



The tent had been put down and the injured people were fine now. There
were new addition to their entourage, it was the warrior from the Bloody Wolf
pack, butCane had given an instruction for the additional warrior to guard at
their outer part, so Iris had not yet seen any of them.

"Luna, come here, quick!" Aliana took awaya bo wl of water from her and then
grabbed her hand to take her somewhere.

"What happened?" Iris looked confused, asshe ran beside Aliana in this long
corridor. It didn't take long until she was out of breath. Yes, her health had
improved, thanked to Grace, but it didn't mean she could run next to a shifter
like Aliana and k ept up the pa ce with her.

"l found where is the alpha, we need tohurry, or else, he will runaway again!"
Aliana said enthusiastically. She didn't slow down at all, forcing Iris to move
her legs faster. 1

The way Aliana talked about Cane, made it sound like the alpha was a
runaway prisoner or something.

Once they arrived at the greenhouse, where you could see Cane's figure
through the glasses with another three watrriors, Iris felt lightheaded. She had
never run this fast in her entire life.pushed lIris into the greenhouse and

the next thing Iris knew, she had interrupted an important discussion.

"Luna Iris." The other three warriorsgreeted Iris and nodded at her, but
Cane had this flat expression, it was hard to tell what was in his mind.
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Being stared at like this and knowing how she had interrupted their
discussion, making Iris wanted to apologize and back down. The door was
behind her and all she needed was to turn around and then left. 1

But then, she would lose her chance to talk with Cane...

"Uhm... Can you leave us for a while?" Irisasked timidly, trying so hard to look
firm, but she failed in that part. "P- please..." She was very nervous.



She became even more depressed when those three warriors turned to their
alpha, waiting for him to say something about the order from their luna.

Iris assumed Cane would ask her to leave. It would be embarrassing, but she
could understand if Cane did that.

However, the alpha wouldn't put his luna in such position. He wouldn't
intentionallyembarrass her. 1

"You hear the luna's order," Cane said aftera long pause, as he stared at Iris's
defeated expression, thinking he would turn her down.

Only then, Iris could sigh in relief. Her shoulders visibly relaxed a bit.

Hearing what the alpha said, the three warriors immediately left the

scene, because even them, could feel the heavy atmosphere that shrouded
their alpha and luna. They knew the two of them were not in a good term,
because of what happened that day.

And somehow, they wished the two of them would be able to fix their problem,
because recently the alpha was very scary. He looked like he had this
murderous intention around him and that was too much for them.

"What do you want, Iris?" Cane asked.Surprisingly, his voice was so
gentle, because lIris expected he would snarl at her for interrupting him with
his warriors and became defiant again.What should | say? | am sorry? Why
did you ignore me? Do you still mad at me?

Iris had been thinking what she was going to say when she met with Cane
again, but now, she was not sure what to say, her throat was tightened and
her eyes welled up with tears, she became very emotional.

"If there is nothing, you want to say, | willleave." Cane even didn't use the
door behind Iris, though it was closer, he tended to use the door behind him
and avoided her again. He didn't even want to be in the close proximity with
her. 2

What was wrong? Did he that mad? Like, mad mad very mad with her? What
she could do to fix it?

Out of desperation and didn't know what to do, Instead of talking and starting
to explain why she was there, Iris yelled at him.



"Cane!Stop right there!" Iris shouted at himout of impulse, because she
watched how Cane was going to leave. 1

This managed to make Cane stopped andglanced at her over his shoulder

in disbelieve. "First, you defied me and now you ordered me?" His tone was
so dark it laced with perplexion. Did he give her enough guts to be this bold to
him? 3

Iris bit her lip, she felt like her body was getting smaller under his intense
gaze, she didn't dare to raise her head and stared at the ground beneath her
feet. She waited, thinking Cane would start to scold her or something, but
instead of doing that, the alpha simply resumed walking away from her. 2

"Cane, wait!" Iris hastily raised her head andchased after her, she knew if
Cane really wanted to walk away from her, he could do that with ease, she
couldn't physically hold him back.

Therefore, out of desperation, Iris tried to reach Cane before he could walk
out of this greenhouse, her plan was very simple, she would clutch onto him
with all the strength she had and wouldn't let him go until he agreed to talk to
her and stop ignoring her.

However, it was very unfortunate for herthat her short legs didn't want

to cooperate. Her feet tripped on something on the ground and she stumbled.
She lost her balance and her head hit one of the racks, which caused all the
pots to fall. 2

Iris shrieked as she watched those pots fell on her and then closed her eyes
in fear. Not only the pots, but the rack was about to collapse as well. She
braced herself for the pain, but the next thing she felt, was someone pulled
her forward and her face was pressed against his sturdy chest, as she could
hear the rumble groans from inside his chest and also the sound of broken
pot around them.

It was scary, but Iris knew it was Cane, who was holding her tightly, protecting
her from her clumsiness.

Only when the scary sound of the broken pots stopped, Cane released Iris
and checked on her immediately. His eyes became so dark and the f rown
between his brows looked so scary when he saw her forehead swollen, it
must be because she had hit her head against the rack.



However, the alpha became even morefearso me when Iris started to cry.

She didn't cry because her head was in pain, she didn't even care about the
pain, but she cried because she saw how much Cane worried about her and
this made her relief, which caused her to cry, thinking she was going to lose
him, since he had been ignoring her.

Such relief feeling made she wanted to cry and once she did, she couldn't
stop, while Cane became even more anxious to see her tears, thinking Iris
was in so much pain.

The only visible wound that he could see was on her forehead, but there was
no blood, aside from his. Some sharp shard from the broken pots must have
cut him, but this kind of wounds were nothing for Cane.

Cane was silence when he picked Iris up carefully and walked out of this
mess, the shards were crushed under his feet when he headed toward the
exit door, while Iris hugged his neck tightly, as if she didn't want to let him go,
still crying.

A few days ago, she defied him and only lessthan five minutes ago, she
shouted an order to him and now she was crying desperately.

Cane was half running to reach Grace in her room,. but there was Joel and
Celia inside, the young warrior just received treatment from the healer, while
Celia accompanied him, they were about to leave when the alpha stormed
inside and startled them all. It almost felt like there was a monster barged into
this room, as they could feel dangerous aura came from the alpha.

"Leave!" Cane growled, as he put Iris on thebed, but her mate refused to let
go of his neck. She clutched onto him like she was being glued to him.

On the other hand, Celia immediately pushed Joel's wheelchair, the little girl
was so scared to see the alpha was enraged and wanted to leave
immediately. Joel took a glance at the luna, looking worried, but he would be
crazy if he insisted to stay. In less than a minute, both him and Celia

were already out of the room and the healer closed the door behind
them."Wh- what happened?" Grace asked,approaching Cane and stared at
Iris.

"She is hurt," Cane said grimly.



"Hurt?" Grace came closer, she couldn't seewhere Iris was hurt and not able
to smell blood from her. "Can | see where do you hurt?"

Iris refused to lay down and bury her face against the crook of Cane's neck,
she didn't want to let him go. This was her plan after all. The more Cane tried
to pry himself out of her arms, the more Iris tightened her grip on him, while
Grace could only see her back. 1

"Luna, can | see where did you hurtyourself? | promise | will be quick,"
Grace coaxed her, but then she was speechless when Iris started to straddle
Cane, because he was going to free himself from her forcefully, so Grace
could check on her injury. 2

"No!" Iris said sternly. Her voice was so hardand harsh.

Judging by her voice alone, Grace knew, shewas fine, or at the very least,
whatever injury she sustained it was not a life threatening one.

But seriously, she felt so awkward to watch their position right now.

There was time when Grace saw the alpha acted strangely, like he was not
himself, but at this moment, it was the luna. How she could straddle the alpha
in the presence of other people?!

"Alpha, | think the luna is fine. Probably, sheis only shock from what had
happened, so it will be better to let her calm down, | will make a concoction to
calm her nerves."Grace tactfully made an excuse to leave this room. She
bolted to ward the door once the alpha nodded, leaving the two of them alone.
1

But, outside of the room, she met with Aliana, who was grinning from ear to
ear. "How is the luna? Why are you going out?The alpha asked you to go?"

Grace frowned, this sister of the beta was rather ¢ unning and she knew that.
"l want to make a concoction for the luna, it seemsshe is in shock."

"Nah!" Aliana waved her hand and put herarm around Grace shoulder, as she
walked her over. "Don't bother them, at least for the next ten to twelve hours."
2

"What?!" Grace wanted to swat Aliana'shand away, as she walked her
toward different direction.



"Trust me, my friend, there are a lot ofthings that you can't heal," Aliana
grinned.
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Iris kept hugging Cane desperately, as if he was going to disappear if she
loosened her arms on his neck, still crying. 1

"Let Grace to check on your wound, okay?"Cane sighed deeply, he leaned his
back against the wall, sitting on the bed with Iris on top of him. She was glued
to him, so close, he could feel her beating heart against his chest. Her scent
engulfed him and he couldn't help, but felt so relax.

He missed this scent, he missed holding her so close, he missed her. .. 2

The past three days he couldn't sleep well, his nightmare returned without her
by his side. Not only Cane was able to sleep for just two to three hours at
night, but at day, he had to suppress the lycan as well, as the black wisp kept
appearing every now and then. The lycan became so restless and agitated for
not spending enough time with her. 2

"No!" Iris whimpered."You are hurt."
"You hurt me..." 1

Cane gave up. He stopped his attempt to push her away, instead he hugged
her and caressing her hair and back, soothing her anxiety.

For a long moment, they stayed like that, without saying anything and only
enjoying each other company, because heaven was when the two of them
were alone, forgetting their misery and trouble of the world out there for a
moment.

"Let me see your wound," Cane said whenlris already calmed down enough
and stopped crying. "Or else, it will leave scar."

Reluctantly, Iris raised her head and stared at him with swollen eyes, her face
was so red, especially her nose, which Cane kissed gently. He kissed her
swollen forehead too and Iris flinched.



"Hurt?"

"It's nothing compare to the pain in here."Iris pointed her finger at her heart.
"You keep ignoring me and it hurt me so much. Ifeel like someone stabbed me
with a rusty dagger and twisted it viciously. | want to apologize for the way |
acted that day, | know | was at fault, but you didn't give me a chance at all.
You hurt me so much, you said you will not hurt me intentionally." (2)

Iris couldn't help it, she poured her heart in order for Cane to know how
miserable she was in the past three days, so he would know how she felt. She
used to talk about her feeling openly and now she put so much effort let him
knew how much she regretted her action that day and how sorry she was for
challenging his authority in front of his people.

What she did was not acceptable in this continent, as a woman, you should
oblige the man in your life. That was how this world worked. It was unheard of
a luna or any mistresses, no matter how favored they were to challenge the
man that owned them.1

"l am sorry, | am truly sorry..." A silence tearfell on her cheek and Cane
leaned over to kiss it. "Forgive me...""Iris," Cane called her name softly,
butfirmly. "In the future, | don't want you to challenge my order again,” he said.
"If | said you go left, you will go left. If | said you to go, you must go, no
guestion asked. Even if | asked you to leave me behind, you need to do it
without turning back, understood?" 2

Iris frowned. She didn't like the sound of the last sentence."How can | leave
you behind?" She was unhappy and Cane knew, she would focus on that part.

"Because | want you to be safe. | don't wantpeople to judge you, if you want to
disagree with me, do it behind the closed door, | will take your opinion into
consideration, but never disagree with me in public. | don't want to be forced
to discipline my own luna." 2

It was a tradition in this continent, women didn't have voice in regards of
men's decision and no matter how much Cane favored Iris, challenging him in
front of his people wouldn't look good on the two of them. Cane didn't want
there was a negative word around Iris if he could help it.1He knew firsthand
how a rumor and that kind of stuff could ruin your reputation and put you in a
damaging and disadvantageous situation.



"Okay," Iris said in small voice, but then sheadded. "Now | can protect myself
also, you know." She couldn't help it, but bragged about how she killed a lot of
enemies during the last attack from the Silver Watrrior. "l squeezed their wolf
spirits and your warriors could kill them easily."

"Our."
"Hm? What?"

"Our warriors, Iris," Cane corrected her, hehad been wanting to emphasize
this, but the moment was not right, only now he could bring this up. "Our
warriors, Iris. They are our warriors, our people, our pack don't draw the line."
1

Iris lowered her gaze, but Cane pinched her chin, so she could look at him in
the eyes. "I know most of them started to hate me again because of the royal
warrior's provocation. | can feel their hostility toward me, Cane."Cane kissed
her lips and both of her eyes. He couldn't do anything to change

people's heart, he was not a mind controller either, this was an internal trouble
that he couldn't fix. He couldn't dictate them about their point of view, that was
why, he was adamant for Iris not to challenge him in public, just in case their
hatred got worst. 1

He didn't want to be in a situation, where he must eliminate his own people,
like he had done. His heart had been so heavy when Haco had done the job
and he couldn't shake this feeling easily, more so when he couldn't talk about
this to anyone else. This was a secret that he would bring to his grave. 4

Thankfully or rather unfortunately, Haco forgot everything that happened and
their conversation that night, as he had been fiddling with his herbs now.

"l can only promise you don't need to dealwith them." Cane caressed her
cheek and Iris melted to his touch. "What about the five warriors?" Cane had
seen how Aliana managed to get close to his mate effortlessly, while Eron and
Dyne were nota problem.

"They are fine." Iris remembered all thething they talked about her when
they thought she couldn't hear them.

"Iris, you know that you are not good atlying, right?"



"But, | am telling you the truth." Iris tried toshow her innocent expression and
then changed the topic. "Don't ignore me again, Cane. | would rather have
you scolded me and punished me."

"You know | will never do that." Canewrapped his arms under her thighs

and lifted her up, as he stood up. Instinctively, Iris hugged his neck. "Get that
green bottle and the white one." Because both of his arms supported Iris's
body, he couldn't grab the bottle that was needed to clean her wound. "Also
the cotton."

Iris grabbed all the items that Cane mentioned and he put her back on the
bed again, this time, Iris didn't cl utch onto him.

"This might sting a bit, hold on." Canestarted to work to clean her wound,
while Iris stared at him.He must have forgotten to ask Iris to promise him
about what he had requested her, but there was no way, Iris would agree to
leave him behind no matter what the circumstances they were in.

But again, no one knew what the future held for them. 1
"We are going to leave to Diandem packtomorrow morning."

The number of casualties of Silver Warrior from the last attack was rather
significant and Cane was sure with additional two hundreds fifty warriors from
the Bloody Wolf pack, they would think thrice to attack them again.

Cane had arranged someone to take care of the treasury of this pack and
distributed it wisely to help this pack to go through winter, but his decision was
solid, he wouldn't take this pack as part of his territory. There was nothing this
pack could offer and the people here were in a 'special’condition, where they
couldn't be accepted by another pack.

This was the best Cane could do for them.Later that night, the alpha finally
could get his good night sleep, while holding his mate closed to him, while Iris
slept contently within his arms. 2

However, little did they know, a beast managed to sneak into their bedroom.
This creature seemed to know this place very well, which helped under this
tight security.

The beast headed toward the bed slowly, its fangs barred and its sharp claws
emerged, ready to tear its target into pieces.



The beast's brown eyes fell on the two people on the bed, hugging each other,
as if they melted into one, and those atrocious brown eyes shifted at the au
burn woman.

It was a golden opportunity to attack when they were not aware of their
surroundings, became so fragile to danger, because they believed, their
people would keep them safe. (1)

It didn't take long before the beast locked its target on the woman. He was
ordered to Kill this certain woman, thus that was what he was going to do for
an immeasurable amount of fortune. However, thing that he didn't expect
was; the alpha was actually awake when the beast on the bedside, ready to
kill the woman.

This cold feeling when there was another stronger predator around, shocked
him to his core, especially when he saw those red eyes.
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Iris was woken up when she heard loud growls and snarls, followed by the
door was being slammed opened and five to seven warriors poured inside the
room. 1

She immediately covered herself with blanket and sat down, but her attention
was on the door, those warriors were dumbstruck in their track upon seeing
what was going on inside.

Once Iris followed their line of sight, Iris screeched, she quickly covered her
mouth with her hands when she watched Cane ripped a beast's body, he
twisted it limbs and removed it from its body. He threw its hindleg to the floor,
while his expression filled with malice. 2

He did all of that in his human form, one could only imagine how strong he
was to be able to fight a beast without shifting. 1

Iris watched Cane's side profile and when he tilted his head, finally noticed Iris
was awake now, she could see how his eyes hadturned so red.

Oh, hell no. It was Lu! The lycan took over Cane's body again.



Cane must be too tired to be able to suppress the lycan from coming to
the surface, especially when he finally got his peaceful sleep. 1

"Don't look, my moon." His voice wasextremely gentle, the contrast of his
bloody hands and the gruesome scene he had created. "Close your eyes, my
sweet moon."

Yes, it definitely him.

The sight was disturbing, but Iris could handle it, she had seen something as
cruel as this before, yet still, she chose not to stare for long and directed her
attention toward the seven watrriors there.

They must not realize Cane's red eyes, because the alpha had his back
against them, but when Cane turned around, he threw the bloody body of the
headless beast without its limbs toward them, blood splattered everywhere
and sprayed on their clothes when the body fell on the floor neartheir feet.

They gasped loudly and avoided to see the dead body and the alpha, they
could sense the anger filled the room and how the atmosphere became so
tensed.

"You bastard! Useless shifter!" The alpharoared angrily because their

enemy managed to sneak inside the bedroom, he stalked closer toward them
with his sharp claws emerged from the tip of his fingers. "You let this thing
sneaked into this room!?What are you doing out there?! Fucking each other?!"

The seven warriors flinched, instinctively, they took a step back, because
the dangerous aura that surrounded the alpha was so strong, they couldn't
stand his dominant figure.

"O- our apologize, alpha..." Theystammered, begging for the alpha's

mercy, the knew they had messed up big time to not notice the enemy
sneaked into the bedroom, such mistake deserved death as the punishment,
because they had put their alpha in gravely dangerous situation. Thealpha
and the luna could be killed in their sleep!

"Apologize?!" the alpha sneered derisively.He and his mate's life could be
offset by an apology? They must be still daydreaming now if they thought this
matter would end here."You can atone to your sins with your lives!"



Lu growled and charged forward, he was ready to kill these useless seven
warriors, who failed their assignment. Killing intent from the alpha couldn't be
mistaken and all of them froze in their place, were not able to move an inch.

It would be their doom, that was it, this would be the end of it, if it was not for
the luna took action in time. 2

"LU!" Iris threw the blanket away andsuppressed her urge to vomit when
her barefoot felt the slicky blood on the floor, as she threw herself toward the
lycan and hugged him from behind.

Lu roared angrily, but he didn't dare to shake Iris's body, neither he pushed
her away. If he wanted, no matter how hard Irisstopped him, he would be able
to kill these warriors off in a blink of an eye.

"Don't kill them, okay?" Iris pleaded softly.Cane would be devastated if he had
to face with another death of his warriors. They just made up this afternoon
and she didn't want to see him sad again, she could see how distraught he
was upon losing his warriors.

If there would be a punishment, Cane should be the one, who decided it.
However, right now the lycan was livid beyond words!

"Useless mutt s like them don't deserve tobe alive!" Lu growled at Iris, but
he retracted his claws, just in case he hurt her. It pissed him off when this
petite girl could stop him so easily. He should have moved faster...

On the other hand, Iris grimaced, because in a way, she had defied his words
again, even after she promised him not to do so.

"Let's find another suitable punishment,okay?" Iris didn't loosen her arms
around his hips, as she lifted her head to look at thelycan in the eyes.

"Do you want to tort ure them? Cut theirlimbs one by one and pull their
hearts slowly?"

The corner of Iris's lips twitched, this lycan was seemingly creative enough
with his torture method, while the seven warriors immediately fell on their
knees and had their head against the floor, they didn't care with the blood, as
they begged for mercy.



Yet, Lu ignored their cry, as he continued because Iris didn't seem interested
with his first idea.

"Or do you want to cut their flesh inch byinch before they could heal
themselves, so in the end, they will not have anything left. We can also force
them to eat part of their flesh, let's see if it will increase their healing ability."

"Lu..." Iris spoke softly, she felt so dizzy byonly listening to his cruelty.

Meanwhile, the warriors were too afraid for their own lives to realize Iris called
the alpha with another name."Or..."

Lu wanted to suggest another thing when Iris kissed his cheek. "Let's clean
yourself from this blood, while we are thinking what punishment for them."

Lu stared at Iris, she was wearing her night gown in front of these mutt s and
he was not happy with that, especially when she dirtied herself with this
useless beast, who tried to kill them.

"l told you to stay on the bed, now you aredirty."

"It's okay, lets clean up first and let them toclean this room too."
"Do you mean taking a bath together?"

Iris was speechless."Yes." 1

"Okay."

With that, Lu forgot about punishing those warriors, at least for now, since he
had another important thing to do.

"Clean this mess and call Ethan to see me,"Iris ordered the seven of them,
who were trembling in fear. They felt like their livesflashed before their eyes.

"Y- yes, yes, luna... thank you luna..."

If it was not for the luna intervention, they would have died by now, ended up
like the beast before them, shredded to pieces...

They knew their alpha favored his mate, they also had witnessed how the luna
left unscathed after defying his order, that event left them speechless, but
what happened right now, showed how much the power that their luna held.



It was a risk that Iris had taken when she jumped onto an angry alpha, but she
did that and it saved their lives, because they believed the alpha would kill
them.

All of them lifted their head slightly, as they took a glance when the luna
ushered the alpha into the bathroom and closed the door behind them.

They finally could breathe in relief when the alpha was out of their sight,
the atmosphere felt a little bit lighter.

"I don't want to be on the luna's bad side..."one of the warriors muttered, as he
fell onhis butt, staring blankly at the closed door of the bathroom. 1

The night fell into a deep silence, while the putrid smell of the blood filled the
air. The seven warriors immediately got up and did what their luna had
ordered them to do.

"Took off your clothes," Iris said, after sheprepared a bath for him, she put a
few more stone into the water, so it would be warm enough.

"Okay," Lu obliged. He ripped his clothesand pants and within a second he
was standing in front of Iris in his naked glory. "Do you want me to take off
your dress?" 1

Iris was speechless. Her face turned so red to see Cane's naked body. Okay,
it was not the first time for her to see him like this, but she still couldn't get
used to it, unless they were in different situation.

"I-1 will take off my dress later..." Irisstuttered a bit. "Get into the water, |
will help you to clean the blood."

"We can bath together..." Lu whined, heapproached Iris. "Come on, take it
off." He pulled on the string of her dress, like achild.

"Lu." At this point, Iris really wanted to cry,she was not sure she could go out
of this situation easily.

"I miss you, that bastard didn't let me goout," Lu complained and Iris was not
sure how to react. "Let's make a baby! You have never done it in the water,
right? That man lacked of imagination. Come on! It will be fun!" @



Lu leaned over and whispered to her ear, as he told her the things that he was
going to do to her, how he would pleasure her, while Iris petrified.

Though it was Cane's body, but Iris felt like she was cheating if she did it with
him.
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"Have you lost your mind, you idiot!?" Alangot a harsh slap on his face from
his maternal grandfather. This old man was f tious and even though he looked
so old, but he held an immense strength, which could send Alan fell to the
ground in one slap. 1

Yes, Alan was the king, he sat on the throne, but the real power came from
this man. Zeke. His grandfather from his mother's side. He controlled
everything and ruled anything, even people, who against them. They were the
mind controller.

"You useless thing!" Zeke kicked Alan to theground and did it a few times
more, as he begged him to stop. He didn't dare to attack back, knowing he
wouldn't stand a chance to fight him.

The only people in this room aside from the two of them were Corry, his
advisor and the head of the royal sorcerer, Dexter, who wasno other than
Alan's uncle.

Corry looked mortified to withess how the king was being treated, but he
understood the true power behind the throne and he was seeking for death if
he was dare enough to interrupt, thus all he could do was to stand at the side,
watching everything unfolded.

Alan spat out blood and one of his molars. He curled his body on the
floor, whimpering and crying like a child, begging his grandfather to stop.

This was the king of the shifter kingdom, being assaulted in his own palace
without anyone dare to stop it.



"You are so useless!" Zeke delivered a harshkick one last time, which made
Alan gasped loudly and then vomited.

The reason why Zeke was so enraged because Alan had given an order to
alpha Gallot to come in contact with the Silver Warrior in the Silver River side
pack to kidnap Cane's mate.

Alan was very impulsive. His way of thinking was very simple. He only wanted
to getback at Cane and would do anything to make it happened, especially
now he was the king. He could use his power to fulfill his dream of defiling his
mate.

He had learned that Cane favored Iris so much and would take her
everywhere he went with a lot of layers of protection, but what he failed to
learn was how to execute his plan. He was very immature and was not a good
strategist to say the least. No wonder, his attempt failed miserably.

But, once Zeke learned about it, his grandfather was livid beyond words.

He wanted to make Cane lowered his guard, making him to think that he and
Cyan backed off completely, especially after the war for throne with the Red
Cla w pack.

Yet, what Alan did would put the alpha in high alert and it didn't go well with
his plan.

"A dog is smart er than you!" Zeke spat toAlan's face, as he still curled himself
on the floor. "You are so shameful! Useless bastard! You should be lucky to
be able to play king with that stupid brain of yours! It is so embarrassing my
daughter's blood runs inyour veins! Idiot!"

Corry lowered his head, he was afraid, he had warned Alan to consult this
with Zeke or at least with Dexter first if he was going to do something against
Cane, as Zeke's instruction was very clear that they had to stay away from
Cane and his pack for the meantime.

Yet, Alan simply didn't want to listen, thinking he was the king and he could
give an order to kill whoever he liked. He thought, his grandfather and mother
would praise him if he managed to kill Cane, since he knew how the alpha
had caused his mother to be blind, though he didn't have any idea with the
details of it.



"Father, | think you need to see her now,"Dexter said, once his father stopped
with his vile words. "Aria is about to give birth, but she has difficulty."

Zeke threw a nasty look at his grandson before he commanded him to get up
and follow him.

"l think we need a help from a midwife. Ariahas been in pain since this

morning. Cyanmade some concoction, but it didn't help."The first contraction
happened this morning, but it lasted until midnight and by this time, Aria had
lost a lot of energy. Dexter had been giving her his blood to keep her awake.

"Cut her stomach if she still can't deliverthe baby," Zeke said coldly.

"Lu, | can't do it with you..." Iris said, shetried to put a distance between her
and this lycan, who took over Cane's body again.

"Whyyyyy?" Lu wailed in disappointment.”"Do you think what | am going to do
withyou is not good enough? | will let you to be on top of me, if you want!"( 1

Iris really wanted to cry! She didn't know whether she should be embarrassed
by his bluntness, or she should be angry because of how careless he spoke
about them being intimated.

This lycan was the epitome of her frustration, but Iris tried to be gentle

and patient with him, knowing he didn't mean anything bad."It's still in the
middle of the night and | amso tired, | don't think | can last for long... tomorrow
we need to leave to Diandem pack."

"We can leave next week, you don't want toleave this pack, so we don't need
to leave."Lu's red eyes lit up when he thought, he found a good bargain to
make Iris had a sex with him. "We will do everything you want! We can have a
lot of sex! Day and night! It will be fun!"

Lu was talking about having sex with Iris, as if they were going to stroll in a
garden. Day and night?! Did he plan to kill her?

Yes, Iris didn't want to leave this pack and try to figure out how to help these
people, but she understood Cane's point of view and he had warned her there
would be a lot of inconvenient situations like this in the future, where she had
to stop using her heart and focused on the long term result.



"Lu... | am tired." Iris turned him downgently. She knew, Lu wouldn't go
against her wishes, or forced himself without her consent, thus she didn't feel
afraid withhim, but more frustrated with the situation.

Lu pouted. "You told me to take off my clothes and now | am naked for
nothing? | better vent out my anger to those useless warriors out there. | am
going to bath in their blood." 1

Iris immediately held his arm, afraid he was going outside and did what he
said. "No killing, okay?"

Lu growled, he narrowed his eyes. "Are you going to make me promise that
crap again?"

A realization dawn on Iris when she knew what Lu meant with that. He
referred to the time when the first Serafim made him promised not to Kill
anyone, which resulted to his death.

"Unless they attack you first and you are indanger," Iris added, corrected
herself.

"So, if | hit their head and they attack me, Ican kill them?" 1
"Lu!”
What kind of logic was that?!

Lu sighed in annoyance and Iris reallywanted to tell him it should be her,
who was annoyed.

"l can't get it down," Lu said, as he loweredhis head and stared at his penis,
which got so hard. Iris followed his line of sight and wanted to facepalm
herself. What now? "It's so painful, can't get it down."

"Why are you being excited for?!" Irisshrieked.

"I am always excited whenever | am withyou, my lovely moon," Lu replied
innocently, but there was nothing innocent about this cunning lycan. "Can't
you help me with this? It is very uncomfortable..." he whined.

Iris helped Cane before with this, she knew what to do without doing the deed,
but she still felt so wrong to do it when it was Lu, who took over Cane's body
and it was not really her mate.



"Why he doesn't fix this?" Lu stared at theugly scar on his phallus."Can't you
do something with your little light? Maybe it can help? You can fix that young
boy's legs."

It never crossed Iris's mind. But...."Yes, | help to purify the traces of
blackmagic, while in your case, it happened not because of dark magic..."

"Try, give it a try first. Come, touch it!" Ludirected her hand to his phallus and
Iris freaked out. 1

"Wait, wait!" She immediately took a stepback and Lu looked so disappointed.
"This is uncomfortable..." Lu whined again.

"Get on the water, okay, | will bath you andput you on warm clothes, you will
be fine."

Grumbling and groaning, Lu got into the bathup and dipped himself in the
warm water, he sat there uncomfortably.

Meanwhile, after calming herself down, Iris approached him and knelt down
beside the bathup to give him a quick bath, while Lu would nudge her neck
with his nose and played with her hair.

"This is uncomfortable... | feel like | amgoing to die..."

"It can't get down..."

"l am dying..."Iris felt so bad, especially when it was Cane's face, who looked
so miserable, while begging her. In the end, she touched him...

It was only a light caress in the beginning, which made the lycan moaned, it
was Cane's voice and Iris loved to hear it.

But then, Iris stopped.
"Lu, tell me about Rei..." Iris whispered tohis ear.
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