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601 THE NEWBORN AND THE PUNISHMENT

"That slut gave birth to a bastard!" Mariaroared angrily. She was so mad, she
was having a hard time to breath. She wanted to rip that woman's face with
both of her hands. She wanted that swindler to die! 1

She had dedicated his time and energy to help her throughout the pregnancy
and even risked everything to offend the luna of the pack, but for what?! She
actually conceived someone else's baby and wanted to pass it as the alpha's!
How vicious and stupid this woman was to think she could do it!

"You must kill that woman and hang herhead on the spike! Hang here there!"
Maria stood up, her eyes blazed with rage.

Yet, her rage was nothing compared to what Redmond felt at this moment
when he heard how this old hag cursed at Sofia and his son!

His blood boiled and he was seeing red.

Anger ghosted under his skin, as his body trembled. He was about to shift
again and shred Maria to pieces for saying something like that!

However, Jace saw it first and he jumped between him and Maria, just in case
Redmond got his anger out of control.

"SHUT UP!" Jace roared, his voicedemanded their attention, slightly
distracted them from the hatred that was so thick in the air."Sofia had
deceived us by trying to pass the baby as the alpha's firstborn! She has
committed a grief crime for doing so!"

"Yes! That's why she needed to be killed!"
"Hang her head!"
“Lash her to death!"

"Maim her limbs!" 2



All of them shouted angrily, suggesting the cruelest punishment possible that
they could think of. Of course, they had a lot. The slavery taught them how to
be cruel and they had gone through the same thing in the past, watching their
fellow pack

member died in the most horrendous way.

Hearing how they wanted to kill her, Sofia hugged her crying son tightly, she
was so afraid as she cried as well. She didn't mean it in this way. She didn't
mean to deceive them, she wanted the baby to be the alpha's too.

But right now, the alpha was not here and the only person, who stood by her
was only the father of her child. Redmond had his back faced her, those broad
shoulders were so tensed and she could feel the anger that rolled off his body.
Weirdly, she found a little bit comfort in it.

At the very least, Redmond was not going to back down, he promised to make
sure she would be alive. The alpha had spared her life too if she was willing to
cooperate.

And now, the baby had been proven was not his, Sofia was left with the only
option she had to keep her head intact.

"ENOUGH!" Jace snarled at all of them,forced them to shut their mouth, as he
glared toward all the people in the room.

Ardand and the healers had scurried away,

as they were too afraid to say anything related to this problem. Compared to
the warrior, they were not very vocal to show their disappointment and anger.

"This situation has been informed to thealpha and we will wait what
punishment she will receive!" Jace growled at them all, but this answered
didn't satisfy them.

"We need to kill her, beta!"

"There is no need to wait for the alpha! Weknow the rule! The alpha will kill
that woman eventually!"

“Kill her!"

“Kill her!"



"We must uphold justice!"

This was a nightmare, this was the most horrendous situation Sofia had ever
experienced, this was even worst than when the pack was being attacked by
the people from the Blue Moon pack and the royal warrior.

Surrounding by people, who wanted to kill you was horrifying, Sofia couldn't
help it, but wet herself. She didn't even realize it...

"Do you want to go again st the alpha'sdecision again!?" Jace barked at them
viciously. "At first you tried to say how the alpha is so heartless to leave a
woman, who was pregnant with his child alone! Have it crossed your mind the
alpha wanted to make sure the baby was his before he claimed anything?! But
you bunch of idiot jumped right away into a conclusion and claimed the baby
as the alpha's!" 1

Maria and Kaz lowered their head, they were the loudest people, who wanted
to kill Sofia, but now they didn't even dare to see the beta when his angry
glared fell on the two of them.

"And you two!You rallied the people behindyou and claimed her as the alpha's
mistress when the alpha didn't say anything about it! You are so lucky to have
your head still intact after countless time disregarding the alpha's decision and
humiliated our luna!"Jace walked toward the warriors. "Now you want to
disregard the alpha again!? By deliver the punishment without his
permission?!" 1

Silent fell so hard inside the room, as they
stopped screaming cruel thing how to kill Sofia.

"If you feel disappointed, that's what yougot when you don't think with your
head and only listened some rubbish! You listened to Kaz that the baby is the
alpha's, even though he had never put his claim on the baby, neither to this
woman!"

Kaz was shaking, he felt his chest tightened when he heard the truth in Jace's
voice. The alpha had never said the baby was his, he had never regarded
Sofia as well. Not even once he acknowledged Sofia. Kaz should have seen
that. Cane was not so heartless to neglect his own flesh and blood...



"And now you want to go ahead anddisregard the alpha again?! If you listened
to Kaz more than our alpha, why don't you go ahead and make him your alpha
instead?!" 2

Jace's last statement sent them to their knees, as they were trembling in fear.
They wouldn't be so brazen enough to do such a thing, the thought would
never cross their mind at all, because it was too harebrained.

"We will not dare to do such thing, beta!"
"We will not dare!"

Kaz and Maria pressed their forehead against the floor and they looked so
pitiful when fear washed over them, as the flashes of what they had done
appeared before their eyes.

Now they could see how wrong they were, the memories of what they had
done scared them to death. The audacity they had was appalling.

"SCRAM ALL OF YOU!Before there is anyword from the alpha, no one of you
will do anything to her and the baby or else, | will count that as a betrayal and
death is the only thing that suit a traitor!" Jace was enraged, his voice made
them scrambled on their feet and immediately left the house. 1

"Nice speech,"” Redmond said sarcastically."It will be great if you grace me
with yourpresence earlier before they started whining."

"l didn't think the situation would be that
bad, | was writing a report first."

"Yeah. Can't you see? | almost killed all ofyour warrior and they begged for
my mercy?" Redmon didn't stop with his sarcasm.

There was only the three of them inside the bedroom with the crying baby and
Jace's people were outside of the house, guarding this place, just in case the
other warrior tried to barge in, which highly not likely after how Jace grinded
them with his harsh words.

Jace rolled his eyes dramatically. "A 'thank you' will be nice for saving your
ass, though."



"What should | thank for? Your peoplecreated their own illusion and now they
are angry because reality kicked them in the ass. What delusion people you
have in your pack, Jace." 3

Jace closed his eyes, he tried not to be provoked by Redmond's annoying
words and changed the subject.

"You will go with them to the Riverside pack

and wait there until further instruction from the alpha. A carriage will be here
later at night."

"Okay," Redmond said without feelingenthusiastic at all and then glanced at
the baby in Sofia's arms. "Can you do something to stop the baby from
crying? How could that little thing have a loud voice?" He frowned. 3

"You are the father, why don't you carryyour baby and calm him down?" .1

Redmond was deep in thought. "I have never carried a baby before. That
thing is too fragile."

""That thing' is your baby, Redmond." Jaceshook his head. In the end, he
called someone to get a healer to take care of the baby. 1

"The baby must be hungry," Nea said, shewas the healer, who had cleaned
the baby before. "You need to feed him first, Sofia."

Sofia was too exhausted, she didn't know what to do."l- | can't hold the baby."
"Let me help you," Nea said and brought the

baby closer to her, as she pulled down the collar of her dress. "Let the baby
latches on your breast."

Redmond was flabbergasted, he had never seen a baby was being fed
before, but it was Jace, who dragged him out of the bedroom.

"What are you staring at?"
"What?!" Redmond protested, he wanted tosay he was the father, so what the

problem with him watching his son was eating, but then the complain died
down in his throat.



It didn't take long before the baby stopped crying and fell asleep. Half an hour
later, Nea came out and informed them that the mother and the baby had
fallen asleep.

"But, | need help to clean her up, because Ithink... uhm. She wetted herself,"
she said sheepishly.
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"l can't believe it... the baby is not alphaCane's..." Nala said breathlessly, as
Lou thrusted her from behind very slowly. This merchant was so annoying,
even when they were making love, he could find a way to annoy her to no
end.

When Nala begged him to go faster, he would go even slower, which made
her so mad, but she needed to keep her anger in check, just in case this
eccentric merchant would kick her out and stopped taking care of her. It could
happen, since he was very unpredictable. Nala couldn't read this man at all.

The more she tried to study him, the more confused she was.

But when Nala asked him to slow down a bit because she couldn't take it, he
went

even faster and then pulled out from her and finished it himself, which left her
hanging with sexual frustration. It happened often, but sometime, when he
was normal enough, the sex with him was not that bad. No, it was actually
great, because he could be a considerate partner...

However, the problem was; this merchant was so rare to appear normal.

"Hm... that damned alpha..." Lou whisperedto Nala's ear, he was vexed by the
news. Cane must have planned all of this, that was why he didn't care about
that pregnant woman, who claimed the baby was his.



He had never paid attention to the woman, who conceived his firstborn,
instead of being happy, he actually neglected her. But then, knowing that
alpha, Lou had this feeling that everything had been predetermined.

Cane rarely did something out of impulse or had no meaning at all, there must
be more into it.

"Lou, faster please..." Nala whimpered, thisman drove her crazy, but then she
freaked out and growled in anger when Lou actually pulled out from her and
finished it himself. "You bastard!" Nala was very frustrated withhim at this
point.

"What?" Lou smirked, he tilted his head, ashe cleaned himself. "I don't want
you to get pregnant. | do you a favor, you should thank me."

"If you don't want me to get pregnant, youshouldn't have fucked me in the first
place! More so, | drink my tea! | don't want to get pregnant with your child
too!" 2

"Ouch!That hurt my ego. Many womenbegged for my offsprings, for you not to
bear my child, there must be something

wrong with your head." Lou stared at Nala innocently and she hated it when
he acted all naive. It didn't suit him at all. "And for reminder, it was you, who
were the one offered yourself to me, remember? If you don't like it, you can
go. | have never told you to stay." 3

With that statement, Nala clamped her mouth. This merchant must know she
had nowhere else to go, that's why he could say something like that so easily,
knowing she wouldn't go anywhere.

"Sometime, you need to take care ofyourself, you know." Lou winked at her
and then drank his alcohol. It was almost midnight.

Meanwhile, Nala sat on the bed, her body was so hot, she felt very
uncomfortable with this built up tension, but she was no longer in the mood to
do anything about it and this feeling was so suck!

"Oh,l see you heal well. The medicineworked."



"Yes, thank you," Nala said with hard edgeon her voice. She was grateful for
Lou's attention about her scars, but this merchant so weird. She had never
met someone like him before.

Yet, there was time when her heart was so warm when he paid attention to
small thing she said, which was something no one had ever done to her
before, such as; when she said she felt like she wanted to eat a certain meal
because Sabian brought her the same thing again and again, and the next
time, the meal was exactly how she wanted.

Lou was also generous with his gift, as he adorned her with rare diamond
whenever he was in a good mood and she said the right thing that cheer him

up.
"Hellooooo."Lou waved his hand in front of

Nala's face, because she didn't respond when he spoke with her. "Did the
tension is too much for you to shut down your brain?"

"Wh-what?" Nala was thinking aboutanother thing, she missed the question.
"What did you say?"

Lou frowned, he approached her on the bed again and pulled away the
blanket that covered her nakedness. "l told you we are going to leave to the
Riverside pack tonight, two hours from now. You need to pack your thing."

"Oh..." Nala didn't hear that, but then hereyes widened when Lou caressed
her inner thigh."What are you doing?"

"Sexual tension is not good for your brain,you become stupid. | will give you a
hand here... or a finger." Lou was so casually when he talked about it and
inserted one finger against her opening, which made

Nala gasped.

"N-no need." Nala tried to push him away,but she couldn't help it, because it
felt good."You are going to back away."

"Promise, | will be good." Lou inserted onemore finger, which sent Nala to
edge and he kept his words to be good until she got her release. "You are a
handful..." he complained. 2



"Do you think by staring at the baby he willmiraculously get up and walk by
himself to the carriage?!" Jace was so stressful with this warrior. He had been
waiting out there for a few minutes, while Redmond supposed to go inside and
get the baby, but he had not yet come out. 1

When Jace found him, he was staring at the
baby that stared back at him with his sweet smile.( 1

"We don't have time for this, Redmond!Youdelay our departure!" Jace was so
upset now. Redmond had carried Sofia to the carriage and they were ready to
leave to the Riverside pack, but here he was, staring at his newborn.

"l told you | don't know how to hold a baby!"Redmond protested. He had told
Jace countless time he didn't know how, but the beta thought it was very
ridiculous for him to not know how to hold a baby.

"Damn it, Redmond, You are the father, atleast, give it a try!" Jace pushed him
away and carried the baby himself. During their slavery, there were so many
women gave birth to the child they didn't want it. Some of them graceful
enough to take care of the baby, even though the baby was a constant
reminder of the nightmare they had to go

through, while the other was not so kind with that baby...

Therefore, it was common thing for the men in the Howling Wolf pack to know
how to hold a baby, based on that, Jace could do it with ease when he carried
the baby in his arms.

"What are you staring at? Do you want tostay here?" Jace walked out of the
bedroom.

"How can you hold the baby easily?"

Redmond followed behind him, amazed by Jace's skills.

The beta rolled his eyes, because it sounded ridiculous."Instinct."
"Do you think | don't have instinct?"

Redmond frowned, but they were already in front of the carriage and Jace
gave the baby



to Sofia, who was laying down on the bed, her face was still pale, but she
looked better than before after resting for a while and eating.

"Nah, you are only a little bit dull sometime."

Redmond and Jace turned their head to the source of the voice and found Lou
was approaching them. He raised his hand in greeting, while behind him, a
woman followed. She was Nala and Jace almost forgot about her existence,
since he almost had never seen her after the attack. He thought, she had fled
somewhere.

But now, seeing her with Lou, he remembered unimportant report that
mentioned she was with the merchant.

"What are you doing here, Lou?" Jacenarrowed his eyes, especially when he
saw there was a carriage behind the merchant.

"Going somewhere?"

"l am going to Riverside pack. | will checkon the tunnel." Lou shrugged his
shoulders nonchalantly.

"You should have gone two days ago,"Redmond pointed it out."Why are you
still here?"

"You are so rude," Lou said with a frown. "lam tired, okay. | need to rest too
after working so hard to keep this pack away from the monsters that lurked in
the mountain. They are being so mean and active because winter will come
soon."

"And now you chose to go to the Riversidepack at the same time with me?"
Redmond scoffed. "Do you think | will believe you if you said this is a
coincident." 1

"I never said this is a coincidence. | did go at
this time on purpose.”

Jace held Redmond's shoulder and pushed him back. He knew, they would
only waste their time to bicker over nothing."Go now, Red, you need to reach
the Riverside pack as soon as possible."



"l heard the baby is not the alpha, so it'strue?" Nala chimed in, she stood next
to Lou and the merchant clicked his tongue because he didn't like it when a
woman got into his business. "So, where are you going? Shouldn't the alpha
punish that woman?“Nala ignored the heated glare that burned her cheek
from Lou.

"That's none of your business, go and fuckaround with someone else if you
have free time!" Redmond growled. He had enough for people wanting to kill
Sofia.
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It was a long and tiring day and Redmond didn't have any patience left to deal
with Nala's nonsense. This was the kindest words he could think of among the
other obscenities and insults that swarmed in his mind right now.

Especially to this woman without status. Without her father, she was nothing
and the king as her backup, she was literally nothing.

"I wonder, why do you keep her alive whenher father was someone, who
wanted to kill your alpha and created trouble for your pack?" Redmond threw
a nasty look at Nala, which made her flinched. This warrior had a sharp
tongue when she didn't attack him at all. "Seriously, | wonder how your alpha
gave out punishment. For a daughter of a traitor to be alive and still talking, it's
way too merciful."

It was not that Cane didn't punish Nala, he simply didn't care about this
woman to the

point, her existence was forgotten. More so, she was only a pawn and had no
value whatsoever. There was no information that Cane could dig from her
neither she was important enough to be used, she had no connection to
anyone powerful, which meant she couldn't be utilized for any plan in Cane's
mind, based on that, her existence was not a concern. 1



“Nah, you know the alpha is very twisted,he even mated with his enemy's
daughter,"Lou remarked the fact that Cane not only didn't punish Iris for her
father's sin, but he adored her now.

However, when the merchant said that, he pulled Nala behind him, but he
squeezed her wrist tightly, until she grimaced in pain to warn her to stop
spouting nonsense. She had caused unnecessary trouble.

Yet, Lou was curious why this warrior was so li vid when Nala suggested that?
It did look like he was ready to snarl and kill someone for hinting to kill that
swindler.

Interesting...

Redmond flared up and Jace held his shoulder to keep him from shifting into
his beast."What now? You fuck her? You two like a pathetic lover!" It was so
clear with the gesture that Lou showed to him.

"What now? You fuck her? So, you are angrybecause she insulted your
baby's mamma?"Lou mimicked what Redmond said. He tasted the water and
the reaction from the warrior brought a small smile on the corner of his lips,
but he tightened his grip even more when Nala was about to speak, too shock
with what he was hinting at Redmond.

Nala gritted her teeth and sucked in cold breathe, she felt her wrist would
snap if Lou put more pressure. How could this man be so strong? He was not
a shifter!

But with the pain, Nala couldn't speak anything, she had to endure it until the
conversation was finished.

"Enough!" Jace roared. He could sense themerchant was trying to feel the
situation and he would be damned if he got

something from this exchange."Go to the carriage now, Redmond!You will go
to escort her to the Riverside pack!"

"Don't you dare to give me an order!"Redmond snarled at Jace, but he went to
the carriage and start riding away with a few warriors that Jace had prepared
to go with him.



Some of the watrriors, who were there and didn't know any de tail about the
whole situation, were confused why the beta told them to go to the Riverside
pack. What about the punishment? Why the alpha let go of someone, who
had fooled him? But, actually, it was them, who were fooled, because Cane
had never once showed any indication he accepted Sofia and her baby...

"What?l can't go to the Riverside packnow?" Lou asked Jace innocently after
the small entourage that took Sofia away was out of their sight."l have work to
do, you know. | am busy. More so, | can go with them, since we have the
same destination. The more the merrier, don't you think?"

Jace was speechless. It was so tiring to deal with Redmond and Lou at the
same time."|

thought you are tired, you should have gone to the Riverside pack two days
ago when you finished your job here." He reminded Lou of the same thing
again.

"What? | can't take my rest? | am ready togo now." Lou frowned, he was
unhappy. 1

"Take one more day to rest, to make sureyou are ready to work again. | don't
want to overwork you." Jace wanted to delay this merchant, at the very least,
he shouldn't tail Redmond's entourage.

Yet, the beta should have learned by now that he couldn't do that to Lou.

"Don't you dare to give me an order, betaJace." Once again, Lou mimicked
Redmond's reaction and then turned around with Nala close to him. He
literally tossed her inside the carriage and slammed the door, as he told
Sabian to start moving.

Jace watched how that red carriage took the merchant away from the pack.

"Should we stop him?" One of the warriorsapproached Jace. He watched the
entire exchange and thought they should stop the merchant if the beta told
him not to leave.

Jace scrunched his brows, shaking his head. "No. Let him go." 2

Having worked with him during his stay in this pack, as he put the magical
device to prevent the monsters from coming to their pack, Jace learned Lou's



character well and it was safe to say that it would be a futile attempt if he were
trying to stop him from leaving.

More so, the alpha wanted the tunnel to be done before winter came.

Right after the red carriage left and Jace was about to go back to the pack
and write his report to Cane, Kaz approached him, he was panting and
looking around, as if he were searching for something.

"Beta Jace, | heard you will take the slut tothe Riverside pack? Why would you
do that?" Kaz asked incredulously. The news about Sofia was leaving to the
Riverside pack was too sudden, more so, it was in the middle of the night,
most of the people were sleeping peacefully at their houses without realizing
the slut had gotten away and now she was gone."Where is she now? Is she
still inside the house?" 2

Jace's eyes hardened when he stared at this old steward. Good thing he was
going to retire soon.

He had known Kaz for so long, but he had change so much and he was no
longer the person he once respected. He disliked the people, who questioned
their alpha's order and blatantly disrespecting him.

"Go back to the pack house, Kaz," Jace said,trying to keep his calm.

"Beta, where is that slut!? Why the alpha lether go? Will she get the
punishment?" Kaz couldn't stop rambling. He rushed here immediately, as
soon as he heard the news. He couldn't sleep, he couldn't drink, he couldn't
eat because of this heavy feeling in his chest.

"You have crossed the line again, Kaz.Whatever the alpha did, he didn't have
any obligation to explain things to you." Jace stared at him sharply,

Kaz flinched slightly. He was muddleheaded with so much grievances. The
more he thought about his action, the harder it became.

"Th-that's not what | meant..." Kazstuttered.

"Do your job well and teach Carla all thethings she needs to know, you still
have five more months before you retired. At the very least, you need to
respect the alpha's last order for you." It was so rare for Jace to talk so sternly
at Kaz, therefore the old steward was slightly taken ab ack and couldn't utter a



single word, especially when Jace reminded him of Cane's last order, the
words stung really bad.

However, when Jace was about to leave, Kaz gathered his courage and
asked sheepishly.

"Beta Jace, may | know when the alpha andthe luna will return?" His voice
was so small, like a whisper. 1

"I don't have any idea," Jace answeredtruthfully and then walked away.

Meanwhile, on the way to the Riverside pack, Redmond stayed with Sofia in
the carriage, as he frowned watching the baby latched onto her breast. She
was feeding their son.

"He just ate two hours ago, why he keepseating? Is that normal? It's time to
sleep, right?" Redmond couldn't understand this little thing. His body was so
small, but he ate too much. He was only a few hours old by now.

"Babies don't follow such routine," Sofiasaid. She stared at her baby softly.
She couldn't believe he came from her. He looked so pure and unreal. This
blissful feeling was hard to describe.

"So, when he will sleep? Will he keepseating every hour?" Redmond was so
curious, it sounded so dumb for him to not know anything about it.

Sofia closed her eyes and gathered all of her patience, Redmond had been
asking her these silly questions for hours now, since they left the Howling Wolf
pack. He had been grumbling because Lou followed them and he couldn't
shake him off.

"I don't know and yes, Nea said he will behungry all the time." Sofia tried to be
calm, because the baby could feel her agitation and now, he scrunched his
brows,

uncomfortable.

"You need to feed Redmond Junior withmeat, drinking milk will not make him
full. " 2

"Pardon me?"

"What?"



"What silly name you called my son with?"
"What? Redmond Junior. We need to callhim with something, right?"

The baby started crying and Sofia had enough."Get out!"
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Shiver ra n down Nala's spine when the merchant showed such strong
hostility toward her. This was the first time, he glared at her very viciously, as
If he was going to strangle her to death. 1

Nala feared for her life when she was in the hand of the king, but this was
different kind of fear when the easy going Lou looked so menacing like this.
She didn't dare to raise her head, neither she had the co urage to breathe a
little bit louder. She wanted to disappear and make him stop staring at her, it
was very suffocating.

While Lou said nothing, the silence was heavy.

"Lou, | am sorry..." Nala said in small voice.She was so scared out of her wits
right now. All the possibility came to her mind and she couldn't help, but
thinking the worst and the worst thing possible that could happen was; this
merchant killed her, because that's how it looked like.

"Next time," Lou finally talked, but his voicesounded like a growl. "Next time if
you were going to butt on in a conversation, remember that | am going to toss
you out on the street or feed you to the monster. Understood?"

Nala nodded vigorously. "Y-yes, understood."

Next time.

She could breathe in relief right now because it meant Lou gave her another
chance and she would make sure she didn't blurt out anything without his
permission.



"Sit outside, | don't want to see your face!"Lou growled and slid down to sleep
on his bed inside the carriage, while Nala clambered out to sit next Sabian, as
the old man controlled the horses.

She tightened her cloak around her body because it was a cold night.

Sabian glanced at her, felt a little bit pity because Lou was so harsh, but then
he understood his master better. When he was in a fault mood, it would be
better if you stayed away from him, because he could do

something irrational. 1

"Here, drink this. You will feel a little bitwarm," Sabian said, giving Nala his
waterskin that filled with alcohol.

Nala accepted it and he was right, it made her body felt a little bit warmer, but
her heart was still so cold, she was still shaking in fear.

Meanwhile, the other carriage ahead of them was as quiet as the night, since
the baby had fallen asleep.

Redmond was kicked out of the carriage by Sofia because his question
agitated her, but once there was no sound from inside, he went to check on
the woman and the baby and found out the two of them had fallen asleep.

With a frown, Redmond stared at the baby, he pursed his tiny lips and
clutched onto Sofia's front dress.

The red hair warrior kept staring at the little one with complicated gaze and
then raised his hand to nudge his cheek with his finger. It felt so soft and
squeezy, but it made him deepened his frown.

The softness of his cheek was so strange and he was not familiar with it.

"So, this is the thing inside her stomach..."Redmond murmured to himself and
then immediately scurried away when the baby creased his soft brows, he
was afraid this little thing cried again, so he stopped bothering him and stayed
beside the coachman. "Ride the carriage slowly, | will get a headach e if the
baby woke up," he warned the warrior beside him, looked unhappy.

"| still can't believe it, the baby is not thealpha," the warrior started talking,
because the night was so long and he needed to voice out his grievance,



unfortunately, there was only Redmond there."We are really waiting for the
new member of the Nortern family."

Redmond scrunched his nose, the topic irked him."Ck. You believe your alpha
unconditionally, but when he didn't even want to claim the baby and the
woman as his, you made assumption and foolishly believed your own
Imagination. If there was someone at fault it would be you and your

stupidity."

The warrior glared at him."It's easy for you to talk like that because you don't
care."

Redmond shrugged his shoulder. "You are right, | don't care. Your alpha
doesn't care, then why do you care?" he scoffed.

"Because this is my pack and the bloodlineof the alpha is very important.”

"So, are you going to accept all thosepregnant women knocking on your door
one day and claiming that they are pregnant with the alpha's child?" Redmond
looked at the warrior beside him disdainfully.

"We assumed that woman was pregnantwith the alpha's child because Kaz
believed that!" he retorted a little bit angrily, but Redmond had none of it.

It was such ridiculous excuse.

"How stupid. If you believed the old maidand the old steward's words more
than you believed your alpha, you should make them your alpha and luna,
they make a great couple actually." 4

As much as Cane didn't want for Iris to meet with alpha Nolan, he couldn't
prevent them to not meet with each other for too long, especially when this
alpha had actively sought her out.

On the third day he was in the Diandem pack, he 'happened' to bump onto Iris
and her warriors as she was on her way to see Zale because Zephyr said he
was sick after training under the rain yesterday.

Yes, the rainy season had started.

The young shifter would get sick easily because their healing ability had not
yet fully developed, especially for a young one like Zale, who used to be



underfe d and now he trained himself excessively because he wanted to
prove himself to Iris.

However, on her way to see him, she bumped onto alpha Nolan.

"Auburn hair and blue eyes, " Alpha Nolanremarked. "You must be Iris, the
luna of the Howling Wolf pack, Cane's current mate, right?"

The unnecessary word of 'current’ didn't go unnoticed by Iris. If he meant
‘current’, it meant there was a previous luna before her, which was very true,
since it was his daughter.

"It's a pleasure to meet you, alpha Nolan,"Iris said politely, while the seven
warriors behind her tensed up. They knew the story about this man more than
Iris did and the complication of his appearance here.

There was no explanation to why the alpha didn't allow their luna to meet with
him and Iris also was well aware of that.

But to think they would bump onto each other right now felt very suspicious to
say this was only a coincidence. More so, the alpha was away to take care of
something with Ethan.

"You look well." Alpha Nolan stared at Irisclosely. This was the first time they
met each other and from what he heard the new mate of Cane was a runt and
she was deaf.

But, when he arrived here, he heard she was able to hear now and performed

healing ability. This was why she was called to the Red Claw pack to meet
with the Serafi m there.

It would be such a blow for the Holy Kingdom if this runt was able to cure the
curse on the baby, while the Serafim couldn't.

"Thank you for your concern and medicine,l am feeling better now." Iris tried
to keep her composure, despite the tension in the air. She handled it well
enough.

"Did you drink the medicine?" Alpha Nolanraised his brows. Amusement
danced behind his eyes when he heard that. "I don't know that Cane could be



very careless to actually give you the medicine. An alpha shouldn't have done
that and he should be more careful.”

Iris pressed her lips lightly, she knew this alpha was trying to drag Cane down
in front of her and his people.

They received the medicine from alpha Nolan and Cane checked it with
Grace, just in case this alpha was up to something and had a hidden intention
to harm his mate,

but even after the healer confirmed the herbs were alright, Cane still tossed it
to the fireplace.

However, there was no way Iris would tell alpha Nolan about that.

"We have our healer to check on themedicine." She was not lying when she
told him this. "More so, Cane will not be so rude to throw your genuine
gesture." Well, Cane was indeed very rude in this case.

Iris defended her mate for being called reckless. They just met for a few
minutes, but he already pissed her off.

"After all, you were his destined mate'sfather.”

Iris knew this was what Alpha Nolan wanted to talk about and it would be
better if she just ripped the bandage off and started the topic, since it was
inevitable.

Hearing this, alpha Nolan's eyes glinted with amusement. He didn't think the
rumored runt could be this standoffish in front of him. Wasn't she supposed to
be a docile one? She looked so small for shifter, she stood at least a head
and half shorter

than the seven warriors behind her, but you couldn't overlook her presence.

Her au burn hair and her blue eyes were very distinguished, but there was
more than that.

"This is very presumptuous to think thatway." Alpha Nolan smiled, he looked
polite and respectful. "But, | wonder one thing, have you ever met with the
Serafim from the Holy Kingdom?"

Iris shook her head and told him, she only knew her name.



"Both of you look so similar, especially withyour blue eyes. | wonder if your
mother was from Andelus continent.” His eyes scrutinized her carefully.
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605 LEANE'S FATHER

Her origin was a question now ever since they discovered the complicated
fate between the lycan and how he recognized the first Serafim's life essence
inside of Iris, which they strongly believed that was the reason why Lu chose
Cane to be his new vessel after Haco. 1

Her father was alpha Gerald and everyone knew about his bloodline, since he
was the. alpha by birth, but then there were not many people had knowledge
about her mother and as long as they know alpha Gerald took fancy of her,
impregnated her and then she died because of illness when Iris was one year
old.

People didn't pay enough attention to her mother or her origin because even
though she was a luna, she was not alpha Gerald's destined mate, neither her
personality made her stood out among the other women alpha Gerald had at
that time.

Just like Iris, her mother was so timid and didn't speak if it was not necessary.

Therefore, there was not many people knew about where she came from and
why Iris had her auburn hair and blue eyes. What Iris learned about it was

because she got it from her maternal grandmother, yet, no one had ever seen
any shifter with the same color of hair and eyes like her. It was very particular.

"I wonder about the same thing," Iris repliedcasually. "My mother died when |
was so young and | don't even remember her face. People said she was
beautiful and kind."

Alpha Nolan nodded. "I have never met your mother, but seeing you, | am
sure you took after your mother, because Gerald was not a kind person when



he was alive." He glanced at the seven warriors behind them. "They can
vouch for that."

Iris could feel it when this alpha subtly nudged the sensitive topic between her
and the people in the Howling Wolf pack.

This was not the first time and obviously enough, it wouldn't be the last.

"l am glad Cane killed him. He deservedthat," Iris responded nonchalantly,
which

took alpha Nolan by surprised.

Even though she didn't like her own father, but for someone so timid like her
to admit that openly, it still looked out of character of her, but then upon closer
look, alpha Nolan could see he had underestimated this young luna.

"You are so cold for someone, who is talkingabout the death of their parent.”
His voice was even, but there was something he tried to hinting.

Iris gave alpha Nolan her sweetest smile, knowing what game he was playing.
"He has never been a parent for me. He never saw me as a daughter, so it will
only fair if I have never seen him as a father either." Iris tilted her head. "After
all, most of the father will cherish their son more than their daughter, right?
They saw their son as someone, who will carry their bloodline, while the
daughter will only be seen if they held some value."

Iris sighed dramatically.
"Some of them even sold their daughteraway, as if they were only a mere

commodity. Those people are truly the lowest creature, same like my father.”
4

Iris didn't even hold back when she badmouthed her own father and all of
them knew what she was trying to say, because it was well known how alpha
Nolan treated the mate bond between Leane and Cane as a bargaining chip
to get as many magic stones as he could.

The seven warriors tried to hide their smile of how smooth Iris handled the
situation with alpha Nolan, they worried for nothing. Their luna was still as



sweet as ever, but surely, being with their alpha taught her a thing or two of
how sharp your tongue could be.

On the other hand, alpha Nolan didn't look bothered at all. He had so many
experiences under his belt to react negatively to such comment, all he did was
smiling at Iris, but you wouldn't be able to read what was in his mind.

Instead of reacting to Iris's statement, he focused on the original topic.
"You must see the Serafim and you will be

able to tell how familiar the two of you are."Alpha Nolan continued the topic as
if there was nothing happened. "Someone might mistake you two as siblings."

"When the time comes, | will see her sooneror later, after all, that's what your
purpose to come here, right alpha Nolan." Iris was a little bit wonder, how
similar the two of them until alpha Nolan said something like that.

"That's right." Alpha Nolan agreed. "You cango now if you like, you look
healthy enough for a long journey, we don't need to wait for Cane to give you
permission to leave." The way he talked about it, as if Iris's every movement
was controlled by Cane and it painted him in a bad light.

"Oh, Cane didn't forbid me to go, | onlydon't want to go if he didn't come."

This alpha from the Winter Moon pack was old, but shifters were built
differently, even when they aged, they would still look intimidating and the way
he carried himself would make you think not to mess up with him, he
appeared to be kind and an easy

person to talk to, but Iris remembered what Cane had taught her.

'‘People like Alan and king Aeon are people,who are easier to read and handle
than the people, who appeared so calm and collected, because you will have
a hard time to read their true intention.'

And alpha Nolan belonged to the latter.
'‘Every man in high position has their ownambition and will scheme their way

to achieve it, while men in lower rank will trick and cheat to raise in rank. You
can't believe them.'



In another words, Cane taught Iris not to believe anyone so easily, even he
himself had his own plot and scheme under his sleeves.

"Since you look so well now and weapparently meet here by accident, why
don't we have a walk, while we are talking to know each other more?" Alpha
Nolan suggested. He looked harmless and talked to Iris in fatherly tone.

Zephyr was about to chi me in and politely reject the offer, but Iris had
answered him

first.
"It will be my pleasure," Iris said, smilingsweetly.

If it was in the past, she would have been flustered and didn't have any idea
what to do, but being with Cane for a year taught her a lot of things. More so,
she was not as clueless and defenseless woman as before.

She could protect herself and kill this alpha if she felt she was in danger. This
ability really boasted her confidence and as someone, who used to be
threatened in her entire life, this was very liberating to be able to stand head
to head with your interlocutors or someone, who had every intention to
intimidate you.

Alpha Nolan approached Iris and both of them walked together around the
pack house. She told him that she was going to see Zale and Lil Thing and
this interested the alpha more.

There was nothing to hide about her healing ability, since the Serafim had
heard that and alpha Nolan also had seen Lil Thing before.

However, Eron didn't go with them, as he went away to report this to Cane.

"This is interesting to know that you aremore powerful than the current
Serafim, luna Iris," alpha Nolan said casually, as if he was not hinting at
anything.

"You make another presumption, alphaNolan. It will consider an insult for the
Holy Kingdom if someone misinterpreted it," Iris replied solemnly. "We all
know how words can be twisted when there are so many lips talked about it."



The six warriors behind Iris looked at each other, as they shared a secret
smile among them to hear how their luna could talk smoothly with a seasonal
alpha like Nolan. Indeed, their alpha's influence had rubbed on her eventually.

Iris was right, the word could be twisted and the last thing they wanted was to
be on bad term with the Holy Kingdom. This was Cane's main concern too
when he said he didn't want her to cure the baby. Iris was still conflicted about
that decision...

"My apologize again, luna Iris." Alpha Nolan

was so polite, it was almost thrilling to see a person like him didn't look down
on her like the other alpha s used to do. "You are right. Words can be sharper
than claws and destructive enough more than a cursed beast."

Iris pretended not to hear the last statement about the cursed beast, because
right now the lycan was feared by all the people more than the monsters after
the death of the king.

But, in twisted way, she couldn't imagine people feared Lu, who always
seemed moody and clingy whenever he took over Cane's consciousness. It
didn't make sense in a way. 1

Thankfully, alpha Nolan didn't try to be a nuisance anymore, as he watched
closely how Iris healed Zale with her white lights.

"l just learned this," Iris replied to alphaNolan when he asked, since when she
learned healing power. Before, he could only purify the black magic, but now
Haco taught her how to improvise her power whenever he was not so sleepy
and senile.

But their conversation didn't last for long because not long after Cane came
and the room was very suffocating with two alphas gave off the feeling of
domination.

"Alpha Nolan, may | know what are youdoing here?"
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606 HIDDEN INTENTION AND SCHEMES

"Alpha Nolan, may | know what are youdoing here?" Cane asked darkly, his
black eyes fixed on the man in front of him. (1)

"l only want to greet your new mate, Cane,You don't need to be so hostile. It's
not like | am going to harm her with a lot of warriors that you put around her."
Alpha Nolan shrugged his shoulders nonchalantly. "She said she will show me
the bear and lam so interested to see the creature."

"I will show it to you," Cane said curtly.

Seeing this, alpha Nolan chuckled lightly. "Luna Iris, you should get used to
thealpha's overprotective nature. He did the same thing to my daughter too.
He was even willing to give up hundred of magic stone for Leana to stay in his
pack." He clapped back with the way lIris talked to him earlier.

What alpha Nolan was trying to hint was so clear as day, he compared Iris
and Leana.

No, he wanted to say the treatment Iris received was still not on pa r with the
way Cane treated his daughter. He tried to subtly create a discord between
them, to see how this couple would react. 2

"Are you trying to remind me of how youtried to sell your own daughter for a
couple of hundred magic stone? Because that's the attitude you showed my
father when you suggested the price for Leane to stay in the pack," Cane
replied. He looked so calm, that kind of calm before storm and this room was
too small to be able to withstand it.

Cane stretched out his hand and pulled Iris to his side, while the warriors
looked so tensed outside of the room, they were ready to jump and secure Iris
and Zale if things went south, because they believed their alpha would be able
to handle alpha Nolan.

But surprisingly, the young boy didn't show any sign of fear at all, he stared at
the two alphas back and forth. He felt a little bit better, but he still looked pale,
yet his eyes sh one brightly when he watched the tension situation before him
and this didn't

go unnoticed by Cane.



Strangely, this young boy had a gut bigger than some full fledge watrriors.

"Oh, you misunderstood me, Cane." AlphaNolan still conveniently forgot how
to address Cane properly, "l thought that was a decent amount for a betrothal
gift for my dearest daughter. | have never thought you will see it as me selling
Leana away to you."

Iris could sense how tensed up Cane was. It was not like him to be so riled up,
he had been very adamant for her not to meet with alpha Nolan and here they
were, cramped in a small room with a subtle of hostility and bitterness in the
air.

"Stay away from her, Nolan," Cane warnedhim sternly. Since alpha Nolan
refused to address him with his title, Cane didn't see the need to be polite with
him when he didn't receive the same respect.

After saying that, Cane positioned Iris in front of him because he didn't want
her out of his sight, but before he could leave, alpha Nolan reminded him
again.

"l can see how the luna is already healthy

now, don't you think this is the right time to leave to the Red Cla w pack? |
don't like to receive letter after letter about when we are planning to go. Alpha
Colter can be so whinny." Alpha Nolan nodded at Iris. "She is healthy enough
to perform healing power on that boy. | think if you don't want to leave, | can
take her just fine with me. After all, the Serafim asked for her, you don't need
to come with us."

Cane pushed Iris lightly outside of the room and the other warriors
iImmediately surrounded her to walk her away from this brewing storm
between the alphas.

"She is my mate, | decided where she willbe."The merchant would arrive and
Cane needed to deal with them first before they marched to the Red Claw
pack."She is not going anywhere without me."

Alpha Nolan smirked, "There," He clicked his tongue."You show your
weakness, Cane. You did the same mistake again when you show how much
you are being affectionate with your mate. You put the target on her head.
Both of us know the basic rule of this world, when your enemies couldn't take



you down, they will start looking for your weakness and you flaunt her
around.” 1

Alpha Nolan shook his head.

"You and your father are the same; naiveand stupidly in love. That's the
reason why the Howling Wolf pack fell from its grace a decade ago." Alpha
Nolan approached Cane. "Don't start to complain about me nothelping you in
the past, because its your pack and she was your mate, if you failed to protect
them, then its your fault to begin with. Keep showing your affection toward her
and you will see how she died because of it." 1

His words really hit the nail on the head.

Men from the Howling Wolf pack were different, as they still held their old
tradition faithfully to be only with their destined mate and most of them
performed fidelity. They were also more affectionate with their mate.

Therefore, this was a glaring difference of behavior, which most of the shifters
saw it as weakness.

"Cane, this is a fatherly advice for you,"

Alpha Nolan softened his voice when Cane didn't say anything. He looked
affected so much by what he was saying earlier.

The death of Leane still left a huge hole in his heart, especially when he was
reminded that was his fault when he already felt that was indeed his mistake
for not being able to protect her and their son.

"Take more mistress, so your enemy willnot focus on the woman you really
favor, it will keep her safer, especially when she can't protect herself. We are
going out to battle the royal and the dark sorcerer after all. If you really care
about her, you will know what to do."

Alpha Nolan's eyes glinted with victory when he saw the way Cane was deep
in thought. He patted his shoulder and then left the room, but once alpha
Nolan disappeared, Cane's eyes hardened, there was a flicker of wickedness
in his black eyes, as a vicious smirk appeared on the corner of his lips.

Iris couldn't protect herself? 1



A year ago, Cane would believe that, but

right now, he knew his sweet mate could end their lives if she wanted to. For
the better or worse, she had the lycan wrapped around her slender fingers,
not to mention how she could strangle your wolf spirit by only thinking about it.
That was what Iris told him about how she helped them during the attack from
the Silver Watrrior.

Cane was still trying to figure out what Nolan's true intention was, but he was
sure with one thing; he wanted to so w discord 1between him and Iris, but
what for?

"Alpha, you don't think to take a mistress,right?" Zale suddenly opened his
mouth, he didn't look happy and he didn't even bother to hide it, how pissed
he was to think his luna would be cheated on.

Cane almost forgot about this little boy inside the room, until he spoke with his
hoarse voice.

"What if | do?" Cane usually didn't engage inthis kind of conversation, but this
young boy was very interesting. He was not afraid to die, he didn't even give a
shit that he was the alpha. He was so brave, but borderline dumb.

His bravery could get him into trouble if he didn't know how to read the
situation and Cane didn't want such person to be around his mate, yet still, he
praised this young boy's gut.

A low growl vibrated from the young shifter, as his eyes turned menacing,
such eyes shouldn't belong to a boy around his age.

"Are you going to kill me now?" Cane raisedhis brows. It was interesting to
know what kind of answer he would give him.

"I will not be able to kill you now, but | willfind a way to do it if you really take a
mistress." Zale openly showed his 1hostility.

"Very loyal, huh?"

"Luna Iris saved my life and gave my littlesister a proper burial, | will dedicate
my life for her. My life belongs to her."

"I don't think she wants such burden."



Zale gritted his teeth."l will not be a burden for her!"
"Listen Zale," Cane called his name, instead

of degrading him with the fact how young he was, which showed, he talked to
him equally. "I praise you for your bravery, but if you don't know when to shut
up and read the situation, you will bring my mate into unnecessary trouble if |
let you stay with her. So, its either you learn how to control your anger, or |
can kick you out from her side."

"l will not go anywhere!"

"Control your anger, Zale. If you let peoplesee through you, you are done."
This young boy had potential, he was so loyal to Iris somehow, but his attitude
was even worse than Redmond."Come to me when | am free, | will teach you
a thing or two." 3

After saying that, Cane left the room, leaving Zale dumbfounded with his
parting words. He didn't think the alpha will spare his time for him. What he
was going to teach him?
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By the time Cane approached Iris, she was with Lil Thing, thankfully alpha
Nolan heed his warning and left her alone, at least for now, because it was
easy to see that he would try again to find a way to talk with his mate. 1

"Is the bear dead?" Cane stared at thesleeping bear, this creature only lived to
sleep, eat and play. Of course, he could tell the bear was sleeping, but one
could wish, right?

"Cane, you are so mean," Iris complained, asshe rubbed the spot where fur
started to grow on Lil Thing's wounds. "Lil Thing has helped us a lot, be nice
to it, okay."



The seven warriors watched the interaction between them and they couldn't
help, but bewildered to see their alpha was actually being scolded.

On the other hand, Cane said nothing, he stared at the bear for a while and
grabbed

Iris's elbow to help her stood up. "Walk with me," he said.

Iris followed him to walk toward the training ground, they needed to cross this
area to reach the pack house, because currently they were in the warrior's
quarter.

The growling sounds and the barking of people could be heard in the
distance, as almost all the warriors were fighting against each other, either in
their beast form or in their human skin.

Most of them was the warrior from the Howling Wolf pack, Bloody Wolf pack
and Diandem pack, but there were some warriors that Iris just saw for the first
time, they must be the warriors from the Winter Moon pack, joining in the
training.

Among these people and beasts, Iris could find Joel, he was fighting against a
man bigger than him in their human skin. A crease appeared between Iris's
brows, as she halted her steps to watch. The look of worried on her face.

Noticing Iris stopped walking, Cane
followed her line of sight and immediately knew what made her anxious.

"He has recovered well. He will be able tohandle him." Cane put his hand on
Iris's back to ease her tense.

"It's not fair. The man is obviously older andstronger than him. He just
recovered, he shouldn't have strained himself." Iris was upset because the
match was not fair.

"Strength is important, but it's not the onlyaspect to win a fight." Cane glanced
at Iris, who gave him a disapproving look. "Watch and you will understand."

Iris wanted Cane to stop the fight, but they already started it. Somehow, she
saw Joel as a little brother and became so attach with him. She didn't want



anything bad happened to that sweet young soldier. No, she didn't want
anything bad happened to the people she cared.

"Don't do anything," Cane warned Iris, as ifhe could read what was in her
mind right now.

"I will not," Iris replied defensively, but bothof them knew that was
guestionable, since

she was still weighing her decision if that burly man really did hurt Joel.

Not to far from them, Joel fought the man bravely, there was not an ounce of
fear in his clear eyes, as he focused on his opponent. He looked calm and
collected, as he dodged the attack. He didn't fight back and the only time he
did, he almost got his opponent and clawed the area around his neck.

The man was stronger than Joel, but the young warrior was way more agile
than him. He moved and dodged with ease and attacked at the right time with
wonderful precision.

Iris gasped and clutched her chest when Joel missed his opponent's attack by
a hair. The young warrior's face was almost clawed and surely it would leave
damage on him. It seemed, his opponent had become frustrated and now he
was mad, his attack became even more lethal and it didn't feel like a training
anymore.

"You need to ask someone to stop this," Irissaid. "It is very obvious he is going
to kill him." She tugged Cane's front clothes to get

his attention, while Ethan, as the judge, didn't do anything. The gamma's eyes
fixed on them, but he didn't seem like he was going to stop this anytime soon.

"Just watch, Iris," Cane replied simply, as herubbed her back, yet it didn't help.

Iris looked around her, all the warriors had stopped with their training and
watched the battle between the youngest warrior and the warrior from the
Winter Moon pack, gradually, their focus were solely on them.

Iris's seven personal warriors watched with seriousness on their expression,
but neither of them tried to stop the fight.



This was very new for Iris to watch the warriors were training, but most of the
time they were very civil and there was no hostility, neither killing intent
involved, not like this one.

"Cane..." Iris whimpered, she screechedwhen a harsh punch landed on Joel's
face and he stumbled back, but quickly regained his footing and dodged the
next attack.

"Don't do anything, Iris." Cane put his hand

around her waist right now and squeezed it as a warning for her not to do
anything and as a result, the alpha got a glaring look from his mate, for a
second, Cane even thought Iris would attack him instead for stopping her. 1

But then a second later, there was this long and painful roar that split the
heavy atmosphere and the tension in the air, as the man dropped to his
knees, holding his neck that was bleeding profusely.

Somehow, when Iris threw Cane a dagger look, Joel managed to get to his
neck and harm him, which the end of the fight.

Grace immediately came to check on the wounded warrior, as people from the
Howling Wolf pack cheered for Joel.

Kian and Asher exclaimed their excitement, while Dyne and Eron teased the
young warrior, even though because of the distance, Joel must not hear them.

Only then, Iris sighed in relief, she didn't realize how tense she was until now.

"He is young, but he is a good warrior," Canesimply said, but when it came
from him, it

was a rare praise that would make Joel had a hard time to sleep because of
how happy he was to be praised by the alpha, only if he heard this. "Let's go."

Cane took Iris's hand and continued to walk toward the pack house.

But before she left the area, Iris could see Joel walked toward his opponent
and hatred glinted in his clear eyes, it was a shocking sight to see because a
moment ago, when he was in a fight, he looked so calm and collected, as if
there was nothing could disturb him.

But right now, he showed so much hostility that Iris didn't think he could have.



From the distance, she read what the young warrior said;

'‘Don't you dare to badmouth my luna again,or next time, | will slit your throat.’
1

Iris was taken aback, because someone as sweet as Joel could say
something very vicious like that. Based on that simple statement, she could
figure out what happened. This warrior from the Winter Moon pack must have
talked bad about her

and this triggered Joel.

This was not something new for Iris and she was already used to it, but still,
having someone stood up for her and was angry on her behalf was a very
pleasant feeling.

A small smile appeared on the corner of Iris's lips, while her heart became so
warm. She felt like she wanted to cry and think how silly she was to cry over
something like this.

Iris shook her head and followed Cane.
"What did he say to you?"

"Nothing important," Iris replied in smallvoice. She shook her head and Cane
stopped walking, he pinched her chin and lifted her head to look at him in the
eyes.

"What is it, Iris?" Cane asked calmly.

Iris knew she was not a good liar, especially in front of her mate, thus she told
him the conversation between alpha Nolan and her. The alpha didn't really
attack her or openly show his ill intention, but a few remarks from him was
enough as the evidence that he wanted to so w discord between her and

Cane, for what purpose? They still needed to figure it out.
"What do you think about that?"
"Nothing."

“Iris."



Iris sighed deeply. "I feel so bad to think | am only a replacement for you and
you are with me because of the mate bo nd between us and whatever thing
that bound us together." Iris didn't blatantly talk about Lu, but Cane
understood. "With Leane it's love, but with me, it's more like an obligation." 1

Iris felt bad to think that way, but the more she felt bad about it, the worst her
feeling became.

"Don't be silly, you are not an obligation."Cane leaned over and captured her
lips gently, while the seven warriors suddenly took extreme interest to the
nature around them.

The next day, the news about Sofia arrived and this caused an uproar among
the warriors and people there, as it turned out the woman didn't give birth to
alpha Cane's

child. The child didn't have the golden eyes that represented the bloodline of
the royal.

All the warriors were so angry with how they were deceived.

Meanwhile, Cane set his plan in motion, as he sent a warning letter to alpha
Gallot, demanded his explanation, since he was the one, who sent Sofia to his
pack.

But, as a reply, there was a letter from the palace.

King Alan demanded Cane and Lou's presence in the capital city.
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"Beta Jace!" Maria rushed toward Jace whenshe saw him. She has been so
depressed because of the revelation and only now she came out of her
bedroom. She looked haggard.

Jace stopped walking and turned around to face her.



"What is it, Maria?" He was going to takecare of something, he didn't have a
lot of time to deal with her if she was going to pester him about Sofia's
punishment like Kaz did.

There was a deep crease between Jace's brows, he was being impatient.

"Uhm... | only want to ask something." Shelooked uncomfortable when she
mentioned this. She averted her eyes and stared at her fingers.

There you go.
Jace thought her question would be the

same like Kaz, after all they were on the same page regarding Sofia a few
days ago.

"I don't know when the alpha will deliverthe punishment for her, okay, so you
can stop asking me about it." Jace really didn't have time for that.

"No, no, that's not what | want to ask!"Maria said hastily. She grabbed Jace's
sleeve to prevent him from leaving. "I only want to know... uhm, when the
alpha and the luna will return?"

Jace rolled his eyes. He knew why Maria asked this question. The old woman
must be very guilty toward their luna and to make it up for her, she wanted to
start treating Iris nicely. Kaz had asked the same question too.

The beta wanted to rub it on her face for not treating Iris the way she
deserved in the first place, but he didn't have a heart to do it when he saw
how she looked extremely remorseful. It was Maria's luck to talk about it with
Jace, if it was Hanna or Redmond, both of them would have eaten her alive
with their harsh words. 1

"I don't know, Maria. There are a lot ofthings to be taken care of out there. A
year or two, maybe..."

Maria grimaced when she heard that. A year or two was so long...

"If you happened to send a message to thealpha, can you include this to the
luna too?"Maria fished out something from her pocket and it was three red
leaves. "It's a good herb for body. The luna used to be very sick, right? Can
you give it to her?"



Jace wanted to say that Grace was there and with how overprotective Cane
was with his mate, there was no way he would let anything bad happened to
her. More so, Jace was sure Iris was in her best condition right now.
However, he still accepted it.

"Okay. Anything else?" Jace took the threeleaves. He was not sure what were
they, but Grace must be able to tell.

"No. No." Maria shook her head. "Only tellthem to take a good care of
themselves. | pray for them."

Maria still felt a little bit awkward to wish a good thing for Iris alone, thus she
generalized her pray.

Jace nodded and then left, but Maria didn't feel better. She felt devastated
because she couldn't make up for her mistake when the person that she had
been wronged was not [even there.

This was a gruesome feeling.
Meanwhile, in the Diandem pack, the rumor about Sofia spread like wildfire.
"That slut was not pregnant with the alpha'schild!"

"We shouldn't have believed it when sheappeared and claimed herself to be
pregnant with alpha Cane's firstborn!"

"Kaz and Maria made it seem real!"
"I can't believe it we have been deceived allthis time!"

"| feel so bad to even be happy for the alphawhen he didn't even want to claim
the baby as his in the first place, until it was proven!"

"l know, right? The alpha didn't want to

claim the baby and the woman, but it was Kaz and Maria, who treated that slut
as if she was the alpha's mistress!"

"We shouldn't have jumped into aconclusion so fast."



The uproar of the news about Sofia's baby spread among the warriors, not
only the Howling Wolf pack, who talked about it, but the other warriors from
different packs also had something to say related this matter.

One could only imagine what kind of chaos that was brewing in the Howling
Wolf pack. The anger from the people there and how they wanted to shred
Sofia to pieces to even dare enough to fool them.

Thankfully, she was no longer in the pack, because it was really not safe to be
surrounded by wolves that salivated to eat you alive. The only thing that held
them back was the fact the alpha had not yet given them the order for the
execution and now the said woman had been secured to different pack with
the baby too.

"People is talking about Sofia and the baby,"Aliana said, she let Iris knew
what was

going on with their surroundings, just like what Hanna always did, as both of
them kept Iris on the loop and updated her with the latest news and situation.

Aliana was struggling with her hair. Even now, she still couldn't get a grip of
how to style her thick and curly hair, while Iris stared at her through the mirror.

"You don't seem surprise." Iris observedAliana's expression, she talked about
it lightly. Albeit Aliana had never stated she believed Sofia, but there was no
trace of surprise whatsoever on her face.

Aliana glanced and then grinned at Iris through the mirror too. "Ethan told
me."Which meant, she had known about it beforehand and who was the father
of the baby. "I hope the baby doesn't have red hair, it will be the easiest thing
to tell who is the father."

Iris chuckled. She missed Redmond nagging and wanted to know how he
handled the baby. Maybe this time she could annoy him, like he used to do it
with her. 1

"Now people already knew about it, | am

sure they will start to come around and see how wrong they have been,
especially how they wronged you." Aliana gave up. She pulled up Iris's hair
and tied it, as an accessory, she put a blue ribbon on it to match her eyes.
This has been Iris's style lately.



"They despised Sofia now, but it doesn'tmean they will like me all of sudden,
Aliana,"Iris replied. "I am fine with how thing now."She had Zale, Joel, Zephyr
and a few people that she knew cared for her genuinely and that was enough
for her.

"Thing will get better." Aliana clapped herhands, done with Iris's hair.
"l hope."

Yet, the truth was; thing didn't get any better, because a message came from
the palace, where king Alan demanded Cane and Lou's presence.

The problem was; because the capital city had been attacked by monster
lately and it was further proven that the magical device the merchant had built
didn't work, the king would punish the merchant and Cane

was summoned because Lou was currently working for him.

The king wanted to know if there was a conspiration behind it, especially when
the previous king died in the Howling Wolf pack. The investigation about it
would be held.

"This is ridiculous!" Ethan growled. Heslammed his hand against the table out
of anger. "That brain damaged king accused us of what? Conspired with Lou
and killed the previous king?! While the real culprit is them!"

Half a year ago, Cane was summoned to the palace because Ethan attacked
Alan, who was the crown prince at that time, but now the alpha was
summoned again because Lou couldn't do his job right.

"Like father like son. Why would they like tosu mmon you to come to the
palace?" Ethan grumbled.

Currently, the two of them were in the study room and Cane had been very
guiet ever since he received the message, the gamma wished Iris was there,
so she could

ask him what was going on inside of that brilliant head of his alpha and what
kind of plot he was currently brewing now.



"Cane, what are you going to do with this?"This must be the third time for
Ethan to ask the same question. "My dearest and lovely alpha, at least tell me
what are you going to do!"

Yes, Cane explained a little bit more to him lately, but it didn't mean there
would be time when he fell back to his old habit.

Cane finally gave the gamma his attention, but the corner of his lips curled in
disgust with the way Ethan addressed him.

"Where are you going now?" Ethan wasdumbstruck when Cane was about to
leave the room without giving him any explanation. He didn't even say a word
to him, as he left him in his dissatisfaction. "Ugh!Sometime | hope this is the
lycan! Atleast, | know what he is going to do!"

If it was left to Lu, the lycan would surely raise a war with the royal and
annihilate all of them. 1

Meanwhile, the alpha went to his bedroom

to look for his mate. He thought, he wouldn't find her there, since she loved to
roam around and currently it became a habit of her to rebel against him.

But, Cane found his sweet mate was reading near the window, her brows

creased and her eyes fixed on the book she was reading. She looked very
serious, until she didn't realize Cane approached her and looked over her

shoulder to see what she was reading.

"Do you want to try that position?"
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Somehow, recently Iris had been desired for her mate more, she wanted his
attention and to touch him ever so often, but unfortunately, Cane was always
busy.



1

The alpha would comeback late at night and left before she woke up, there
were only a few interactions between them during the day and Iris tried to
focus on something else, but Cane's absence frustrated her.

And this afternoon, she didn't wish to do anything. She only wanted to be
alone, since she was too tired to go out. Her mood has been low lately.

Thinking Cane must be busy right now, or so she thought, she held herself
back from looking for him.

A few days ago, Iris overheard one of the mistresses of alpha Adrian spoke
about how she could get pregnant. No, she actually read their conversation
from afar.

The gist of it was; their position when they

did the deed could raise a possibility to get pregnant.

If it was not because of how embarrassed it would be, Iris would have
approached them and asked them to elaborate further, but her timid self was
still there and to think she would ask such thing only made her face turned
into crimson color, which confused Aliana.

She thought, her luna was sick or something to see how red her face was.

Therefore, the only solution Iris had in her hand right now was these books
that she bought from the book store a few nights ago during the festivity.

Who would have thought, Cane would come and catch her red handed with
the book in her hand...

"Ah!" Iris screamed, she jumped out of herskin to hear Cane's voice. She
immediately threw the book away, as if that thing had burned her hand. 1

She swore, she loved to hear his voice and his voice was still her number one
favorite, and how she had been craving his presence,

but right now she didn't want him to be here.



"Where are you going?" Cane easily caughther body, as he sneaked his arm
around her waist and held her tightly, he pulled her closer until her back was
against his chest. His arm was very secure and Iris couldn't retaliate.

Of course, Iris's first instinct was to flee from him, from this room and dig a
hole to bury herself. It was simply very embarrassing!

"Let's read the book together," Cane saidagainst her neck, as his lips barely
touched her skin, sending goosebumps to her stomach. 1

"N-no... I-l am done..." Iris stuttered. Herbody felt very hot. She wished to be
anywhere, but here. "L- let me go..." she whimpered. She was so close to cry.

"You are done reading that book?" Canereached out his other hand to get the
book, but Iris kicked it away. "I don't know that you are very feisty, Iris," Cane
chuckled to see how red his mate became. "If you have

done reading it, why don't you tell me what is it about?"
Heaven!
Did he try to kill her?! Because sure enough, Iris felt like she was going to die!

She struggled to get away from him, but if Cane determined for her to be in
his arms, there was nothing she could do to change that.

“Let me go..." Iris whimpered.

"And where do you want to go exactly?"Cane started to kiss her nape and
nibbled there lightly, which made lIris less determined to get away from him.

He missed her. He knew that he had been very busy lately with the merchant
was already here and alpha Nolan kept nagging him to go to the Red Claw
pack, especially now when he was summoned to the palace.

Even blind people could see it was a trap and it was still questionable,
whether he could go out of there with his life or not once he stepped in the
capital city.

Yet, he dismissed everything and went to



find his mate. A lot of things jumbled up in his mind and he wanted a few
moment alone with his mate to clear his head, only to get this pleasant
surprise.

"l..." Iris bit her lip when she felt Cane'shand brushed her ribs close enough to
touch her breast. He was teasing her!"l want to check on Zale..."

"Hm... what do you want to check?"

"His training with Zephyr..." Iris gaspedwhen Cane cupped her right breast
and caressed it, her body felt very hot and she couldn't think clearly. This was
what she wanted, she would love to this moment and it would be perfect
without the incident of the book.

"You know nothing about training, Iris,"Cane pointed it out.

Iris let out a whimper out of frustration. Could he not embarrassed her more
than this?

"l know! | know a few things...!" Irisscreeched. She became very defensive
now her bluff was being exposed.

However, Cane flipped her body swiftly, so she was laying down on her back,
while he hovered above her. In this position, the alpha took the liberty to
watch how miserable his mate was, she looked like she wanted to cry, but he
had not yet done with her.

"I will show you something interesting. Doyou want to see?" Cane caressed
her cheek and felt how hot her skin was. She looked so beautiful and red was
really her color, it reminded him of maple leaves.

She was beautiful and brave, but also reckless and her random thought was
what made her so attractive, some time, he simply couldn't understand what
was in her mind.

"No,l don't want to see..." Iris pouted herlips, she was unhappy to be pinned
down on the sofa, or maybe that was how she wanted to be seen, since Cane
could smell her arousal, more so, she was not a good liar.

Despite what she said, Cane showed it to her anyway.



He raised his hand and from his fingertips, there was this dark wisp. The
same wisp that Iris noticed the first time when they were in the palace. Her
eyes widened, she was not sure whether this was a good sign or not.

"Cane...?" She blinked her eyes when thedark wisp fluttered in the air. "You...
that dark wisp, are you controlling it?" she asked in whispery tone, as if afraid
someone would hear her, despite the fact they were only alone in this room.

"l am trying," Cane murmured. "Some time,it is hard to control. After all, it is
the lycan's." Cane flicked his fingers and the dark wisp followed his
Instruction, it swirled and then fluttered in the air, as though it was a living
creature, while Cane watched his mate, whose face filled with astonishment.

And then with another flick from his finger, he made the dark wisp to pick the
book from the floor and put it in his hand, only then the spell was broken and
Iris freaked out again to see that damned book. 1

Cane was very cunning, she knew that, but how could he do this to her?!
Moreover, it was not the first time and sure enough, wouldn't be the last.

"Now, tell me which one do you want totry?" Cane lazily opened the book,
propped his body with his elbows, so he wouldn't crush his delicate mate
under his weight.

"Cane!" Iris was speechless. She wanted himto stop, but Cane didn't look
bother at all.

"What is wrong to desire your mate, Iris?"Cane's voice was so calm, he
treated this as something normal. He didn't tease her and talk casually. "l will
like to do it if there is something you wanted to try."

"That's... that's not my book..." Iris made adesperate attempt to be innocent. "I
found it... somewhere." 2

"Okay."Cane nodded, he kissed her noseand her forehead. "So, which one do
you want to try?" Cane casually flipped the book, which showed provocative
position during love making.

"Don't even think to try this." Cane's voice



slightly darker when he saw the image of three people. He stared at his mate
sternly, who shook her head vigorously. "l don't share, Iris. You are mine and |
don't share what is mine. Understood?" 2

Cane's voice was demanding, he was very serious with this and Iris nodded.
No matter how wild and lewd her thought lately, it never crossed her mind to
do it with other people than him, neither to add one more person.

The thought of it alone made her stomach churned.

After getting the assurance he wanted, Cane started to flip the pages casually.
His demeanor changed in an instant, as he looked calm and collected.

"Do you want to try this one?" Cane askedand Iris shook her head. "This
one?" Iris shook her head again, but the alpha was extremely patient with his
timid mate. "This one?" 1

The image showed another provocative position and this time, Iris didn't shake
her head, she bit her lip and averted her gaze. It

seemed, he got what she wanted.

"Okay, this one then..." Cane said softly, ashe put away the book and kissed
the hollow on her collarbone. "You don't need to be embarrassed to tell me
what you wanted, Iris. It's normal and there is nothing to be embarrassed
about. You need to tell me what you like and dislike, so | will not hurt you."

"You do not hurt me," Iris retortedsheepishly, her heart skipped a beat when
Cane lifted her dress.

"At least, | want it to be more pleasurablefor you." Cane captured her lips and
swallowed her soft whimper.
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Iris softly mewled in Cane's arms, her body felt very sore, but delightful, she
could feel all the traces that her mate left on her body, imprinted on her skin
and engraved in her heart, as she was contented and pleased. 1

Her eyelids were so heavy and she flinched when Cane pulled out of her, as
something warm trickled down her thighs.

"Don't go..." Iris whimpered when Canemoved away from her, but she didn't
open her eyes, she reached out her arms and hugged his neck again, while
the alpha softly chuckled against her neck. "Don't go..."

"We need to clean you up, okay?" Canewhispered to her ear and nibbled on
her earlobe, which made her squirmed and shook her head. "l will prepare the
bath."

"No." Iris frowned like a stubborn child, sheopened her eyes lazily and pouted
her lips. "I will come with you."

"You need to get up if you want to comewith me."Cane kissed her nose, eyes
and forehead. He couldn't get enough of her. He realized that he had been
neglectful of her, since the merchant arrived and he had a hard time to come
into an agreement with them and get what he wanted, while at the same time,
he had to deal with alpha Nolan too.

The alpha would have found a way to meet with Iris again if he didn't put more
guards around his mate and gave a strict order to the warriors not to let him
come closer to her again.

"Okay." She agreed, but didn't make anyattempts to move, instead she closed
her eyes, was about to fall asleep. Right now, she was very clingy.

"Iris?"
Ile?ll

"You smell so good."Cane buried his faceagainst the crook of her neck. She
smelled so sweet and addictive, as if she was a drug and he was addicted to
it.

Iris moaned when she felt Cane's tongue



licked her collarbones, she was full of anticipation if they were going into it
again, though her body couldn't keep up with the desire, but if she could, she
wanted this more.

She felt delightfully satisfied when there was nothing between them, when his
skin met hers and she could feel the rhythm of his heartbeat, as her own
matched it. This was the most vulnerable moment, where they showed their
raw feelings and tried to understand each other in different way.

"We need to take a bath," Cane growled,because he remembered he had a
meeting with the merchant to talk about grains.

"Are you going to meet the merchant?" Irisasked lazily, didn't want to wake up
at all.

"Hm."

In the end, Cane carried her to the bathroom and let her sat down, while he
prepared for the bath. His mate looked so tired and sleepy, she even almost
fell asleep and stumbled.

"I am sleepy," Iris yawned when Cane puther into the tub with warm water
before he

sat down behind her.

"l can see that." Cane pulled Iris closed tohim and let her leaned against his
chest, as he washed her body with soap. Her perk nipples were so red and
sensitive when he touched them. "Sleep, | will take care of you."

Iris yawned, she snuggled against him to find a comfortable position, but
somehow, she turned her body and kissed him instead. She was sleepy and
clumsy, the kiss merely her nibbled on his lips, which made Cane chuckled.

"Be good and don't move around." Canesteadied her body again and cleaned
her up, but when Iris was about to touch him, he caught her hand and pushed
it away, but he rewarded her with a kiss when she opened her eyes and felt
hurt to be rejected."You are too tired, Iris, you can't take it."

Iris pouted her lips and wrapped her arms around his waist instead and kissed
his chest.



"Be good."Cane patted her head.

Iris knew Cane was right that she wouldn't be able to take it if they were going
to do it again, but somehow, she wanted it more. She blamed her desire on
the book that she read. She shouldn't have read that book too often, because
she started to imagine a lot of dirty things with her mate, which she would
never admit it.

The thoughts were too embarrassing, dirty and lewd, which surprised her,
because she didn't think she would have such kind of wild imagination.

"What happened?" Cane asked when Iris'sbody became tensed.

"Cramp..." Iris whimpered against his chestand Cane caressed her back to
soothe it.

Even without doing anything they spent almost an hour to take a bath and
once they were done, the water had turned cold and the sky had become
dark.

Cane tucked Iris in, at the same time, he heard his gamma's voice, reminding
him that they needed to go to meet with the merchant.

"l will ask Aliana to bring your dinner,

okay?" Cane leaned over to kiss her nose, but Iris pointed her lips too, wanted
to be kissed there, which Cane happily obliged, yet she pointed her forehead,
her chubby cheeks and her chin. "I will kiss every inch of your body all over
again when | return okay?" Cane chuckled to discover this side of his mate.
This woman was always surprised him with her endearing quirk.

Cane had kissed her during their passionate moment and he didn't mind to do
it all over again if it could make her happy, but he needed to go now.

"Okay," Iris said sheepishly, it was her boldattempt to make Cane stay with
her a little bit longer, because she still missed him even after a handful of
climax, he gave her.

"Sleep, Iris." Cane kissed both of her eyesand then her nose again, as he
ruffled her hair and then walked away from the room that filled with the smell
of sex. 1



Aliana almost had a hard attack when she stepped in with dinner later, she
opened all the window and let refreshing night wind to wash away this
suffocating scent. 1

"Are they going to kill me?" Alianagrumbled, as she picked all of their clothes
on the floor and found the book, her eyes widened in disbelieve to see such
thing. "What? Who bought this?"

She couldn't imagine the alpha bought such book and showed it to his mate,
but then she couldn't even imagine the sweet and innocent luna to be the one,
who bought it. She was too timid for something so bold, especially when
Aliana saw the content. 1

"Damn... who bought this book?" She wasdying with curiosity, more so when
Iris barely woke up when she ate her dinner, which made her unable to tease
her and figure out about that mysterious book.

On the other hand, Cane the meeting didn't go well, the merchant gave
unreasonable prices for the grain, knowing their predicament and the shifted
of power in this pack and the whole pack in the southern kingdom. They really
took advantage of him.

Even after late at night, the merchants were still persistence with their price.

"Are they crazy?!" Ethan was exasperated,his face was so red because of
how angry he was. "They took advantage of our situation!"

It was not that they couldn't afford to buy it, but the price simply ridiculous. It
almost like they were being robbed under the broad daylight and they had to
be grateful for that.

Now the merchants gave Cane ten days to give them the answer, whether he
wanted to buy the grain from them or they would sell it to the royal, once they
did that, the pack in the south wouldn't have enough grain for the upcoming
winter, not to mention there was some pack that went through famine at this
moment, so they needed it more even before the winter came.

"Cane, what are you going to do?" Ethanwalked beside Cane, after their
unsatisfying meeting, they crossed the garden to reach the pack house, since
the merchant stayed in the town. Dealing with the merchant was another level
of headache.



"Is there news from Lou?" Cane asked about
Lou instead.

"Oh, | forgot. He sent a letter that arrivedthis evening." Ethan pulled out the
letter that the merchant had sent them."He asked you to think of the solution,
since you will come with him to the capital city. He said; it will be a trap, but
you can't ignore the su mmon from the king, unless you want to openly
oppose him."

Cane was silent for a moment. "Tell him to come to catch up with Redmond
and his entourage. | will meet with him here."

Redmond and a few warriors had left the Riverside pack and marched to
Diandem pack a day earlier, but with their speed, especially because there
was Sofia and the baby, Lou would be able to catch up with them within a day
or two.

Ethan narrowed his eyes. He felt there was something fishy about it and
couldn't help, but blurted it out."You want to use Lou to deal with the
merchant?"

Cane didn't give an answer for that question, but knowing the alpha, Ethan
knew he was right. "Brilliant!" Ethan almost

jumped in joy and hugged Cane because with Lou dealt with his fellow
merchant, he didn't need to get unnecessary headache to face them."l am
really proud to have you as my alphal!l really do love you, Cane!l am willing to
die for you!"

Eth an was about to hug him, but stopped because Cane gave him a stern
glare.



