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Monday came, and the marriage happened, 1

Karise could not believe what she was looking at when she entered the courthouse the following work

week. It was a marriage certificate, and Keith had already signed his name on the contract. Karise’s name

had also been printed into the same document. All she needed was to affix her signature.

“Babe? Do you need help signing the contract?” Keith asked behind her. He offered his hand, guiding her

where to sign. “Right here, Babe. Right here. Let me help you.”

“I just want to make sure that no one is forced into this marriage,” the judge said, glaring at Keith.

“No. No.” Karise realized her mistake, and she beamed at the judge. “I’m all in on this marriage.”

She signed the contract and happily announced, “There! I’m married!” 1

“Congratulations!” Behind Karise and Keith, Shantelle exclaimed. Keith’s friends, including Karise’s family,

were also there to stand as their witnesses. 1

Shantelle was the first to come to the front and hug Karise. She said, “I’m so happy for you. Misses

Henderson. I can’t wait for the actual wedding!”

Keith was adamant about having the formal contract signed first. It was meant to stop his father from

pestering him about marrying someone else. However, Keith and Karise had agreed to have an official

wedding in a month.

“Congratulations, Keith,” Evan said, extending his hand to his friend. “You are now officially a married

man.”

“Whoever imagined Keith to get married before us, eh!” Sean exclaimed, hugging Keith.

“Makes me wonder why you aren’t married yet,” Keith said to his friend. “I could say the same thing for

Wendell!”

There was an awkward silence coming from Wendell and Evan. Shantelle also raised her brow.

“Am I missing something?” Keith asked. “Clearly, I am. Wendell?”

“Salome and I are a bit shaky,” Wendell admitted. “She has been off lately.”

“You should have married her. You have been together for five years,” Keith declared. He supported

Wendell’s long-time relationship with Salome, although he never liked her. He was pretty sure Sean and

Evan didn’t like her too.

“I hope you sort things out with her,” Shantelle said, patting Wendell’s back.

“Congratulations, son, Karise,” Mister Myers said, hugging Karise. After letting go of his daughter, Mister

Myers said to Keith, “Take care of my daughter now. After my wife died, she was the only woman in our

family.”

“I will definitely treasure Karise, Sir,” Keith acknowledged.

“Call me Dad,” Karise’s father suggested. He hugged Keith, and after pulling away, he excused himself to

get back home.

After the marriage contract signing, everyone left, heading back to their businesses or work.

***

Days passed again.

It was nearly two months since the Diamond Hotel Rose Hills had its grand opening. Since then, the

condominium hotel has been fully booked. All businessmen and tourists who flew into Rose Hills preferred

the new hotel.

Sales were up, and with the famous designer boutique, Sarah Kate, transferring to the same hotel

building, the property showed promising success. Nearly every upper-class local wanted dinner at the

hotel’s main restaurant or coffee at the rooftop bar.

Because the new Diamond Hotel was so well received, Evan and Kaleb Wright wanted to celebrate it

through a small outing between their families. At first, Evan and Shantelle hesitated because of Lucas.

However, their young man was so excited about seeing Lily. The couple could not deny their son the

opportunity.

Instead of depriving Lucas of a chance to go outdoors, Evan arranged camping for the two families. It was

set next to town, on a private lakehouse, the same favorite camping site of the Scotts and the Thompsons.

The Wrights and the Thompsons were on the road for two hours in each of their respective luxury camper

vans.

Everyone could see the bright blue sky from their vehicle’s windows. It was dotted with fluffy clouds. Soon,

their vans became covered with the shade of trees as their party turned into a narrow road, leading to the

lake.

The place was entirely surrounded by trees, mostly pines, giving the air that nice scent of nature.

“I love it! I love it here, Daddy!” Lucas exclaimed, watching the scenery from the van.

“I can take you for a walk up there, buddy! I can carry you over my shoulders!” Miguel exclaimed, pointing

to the other side of the lake.

Shantelle and Evan smiled at Miguel’s offer. They could tell Lucas was really growing on Miguel. Aside

from Lily, Miguel was technically Lucas’ next best friend.

“Yeah, Uncle Miguel! You, me, Daddy, and Mommy should go!” Lucas exclaimed. “We will bring Lily too!”

“Oh, no!” Shantelle laughed from her seat. She said, “I can’t, honey. I can’t carry your siblings out there.

You, Daddy, Uncle Miguel, and Lily can go.”

“Sorry, Mommy, I forgot!” Lucas said.

It did not take long for them to arrive at the lakehouse. It was a gorgeous red-roofed house that sat in front

of the lake.

The kids immediately got off their vehicles, running around and getting together to watch the lake from the

docking station.

Shantelle got off the van with Evan’s help. As soon as she set foot on the ground, Attorney Scarlett

approached her, saying, “None of the kids are sick, and I asked them to double dose on vitamin C, so

Lucas is good.”

With a hand on her chest, Shantelle sighed in relief, saying, “Thank you for being so considerate.”

“Of course! Anything for Lucas,” Attorney Scarlett acknowledged.

The men, including the hired drivers for their camper vans and the Wrights’ security team, aided in settling

things in the ten-bedroom lakehouse. Kaleb Wright’s eldest son followed along, assisting his father with

their bags.

Shantelle and Scarlett observed the other kids from a nearby picnic table.

“Not too close to the lake without an adult, guys! No one can swim after you if you fall!” Scarlett called.

Turning to her youngest sons, she warned,” Kayden, Kristoff, get back!”

Calling her older children, Scarlett ordered, “Lewis, Levin, please watch your younger brothers.”

“I don’t know how you do it!” Shantelle exclaimed.

Attorney Scarlett turned to Shantelle, saying, “To have so many kids? You just have to have lots of sex!”

Shantelle laughed boisterously. She admitted, “Oh, don’t worry. I’m not depriving myself of that good thing,

but I mean, how you manage all five boys and a girl!”

“It’s tough, but with enough help, we get to manage,” Scarlett said. The attorney gave Scarlett some tips,

including hiring a good nanny.

While the ladies’ were chatting, the attorney’s kids were running around roughly by the grounds, dirtying

their clothes. The older kids had to help their brothers get a change of attire. Lewis said to his mother,

“Mom, we are going to change into something more comfortable.”

“Good idea, baby! Take care of your brothers,” Attorney Scarlett said.

With the other boys gone, only Lily and Lucas were walking around. Eventually, the two decided to rest on

the other picnic table, close to Shantelle and Scarlett.

Lily began to talk to Lucas about her friends at school, and while she did, the two moms paid attention.

The young girl said, “My girl friends at school said that when we are older, we should have our own rings.

But my friends like pink! Ewww! My brothers don’t wear pink, so I never wear something pink.”

With a frown, she corrected, “But sometimes, Mommy forces me to wear pink and a dress.”

“Girls have to have a ring?” Lucas asked.

“Yeah, like a diamond ring!” Lily revealed. “My mommy has a big yellow ring on her finger. Didn’t you

see?”

“I think my Mommy has blue,” Lucas revealed.

“I love blue!” Lily said. “My brothers wear blue all the time! When I grow up and meet my special person –

because, only the special person gives that ring, you know. I want that special person to give me a blue

ring! I don’t want a pink ring.”

“But how will your special person know?” Lucas asked. “You are going to have to tell him.”

“Right,” Lily said, “well, you know what I like.”

“Mmmmm.” Lucas contemplated. He rested his chin on his fist, thinking. Moments later, he offered, “I

know, Lily. I could be your special person! I’ll make sure to buy you a blue ring!”

“Really? You’d do that for me?” Lily asked, her eyes wining with glee!

“Of course, you are my best friend!” Lucas proudly said.

“Yay!” Lily exclaimed.

The two kids hugged each other, cheering for their own decision before they returned to observe the

nature around them.

Behind Lily and Lucas, Shantelle and Scarlett froze in their seats, their mouths parting. Eventually, though,

they both giggled. Scarlett said,” Awww, that was just about the sweetest proposal ever!”

“Haha! I know, right? So pure and innocent! I wish I recorded that!” Shantelle remarked.

“If these two will ever end up together, I will definitely tell them about today’s story,” Scarlett suggested.

“And I’ll remind Lucas of the blue engagement ring. Haha!” Shantelle declared.

The two mothers looked at each other before laughing again. “God, what if it does happen?” Shantelle

asked.


	Page 1

