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Chapter 31: Break Through!

Shang Xia’s consciousness returned to the blood red tablet and he tried to look for anything that
could help him.

It was a shame the blood red tablet remained completely silent this time. It didn’t seem like it
planned to give him any hints now.

Was the flash of inspiration he was supposed to receive contained in the water droplet that
contained both yin and yang qi?!

Shang Xia understood the laws of fusion and harmony from the water droplet, and he opened his
dantian. However, it was just a medium that allowed him to succeed. It wasn’t exactly a flash of
inspiration...

The flash of inspiration happened when he understood the laws of fusion. However, it was so
advanced that his dantian failed to contain the heaven and earth gi pouring into him. As such, his
understanding deepened once again. From fusion of the two different extremes, it became a
fundamental transformation of the gi!

Separating the two different types of qi after they integrated with each other was a different concept
from transformation. After transformation, Shang Xia could control it however he liked!

Clearly understanding the theory behind it, Shang Xia had no idea where to start.

All of a sudden, an image that was wildly popular in his previous life appeared in his mind. It was a
symbol that signified the combination of yin and yang!

That was right... It was the yin yang diagram!
Taking another droplet of water from under his feet, Shang Xia examined the gi contained within.

With a thought, he controlled the qi within. Swirling around, they started to form the image of yin
and yang. The instant they did, the two extreme qi within it separated.

Roaring with laughter, Shang Xia tossed the water droplet into his mouth.

With all the qi in his dantian rotating the same way as the qi in the water droplet, a giant Yin Yang
Diagram was formed.

The amount of qi in his dantian no longer mattered. As long as he willed it, balance would be found
once he rotated the gi around.

Both types of qi tempered his dantian slowly, making it incomparably solid.

From a certain perspective, Shang Xia’s control over energy became part of his own self-created
secret art!

He might have barely entered the Martial Extremity Realm, but his understanding of cultivation was
far from a beginner!



“The qgi in my dantian shouldn’t be called two extreme qis... Instead, it should be
called the Yin Yang Essence Qi!” Shang Xia exclaimed in his heart. Even though he had
only started to control it, he found many amazing ways to use it.

Cultivators who walked the same path as him in the past were a dime a dozen. Now that he
comprehended the way to control the power of yin and yang, the number of cultivators who could
be compared to him decreased dramatically. In fact, they were extremely rare!

Shang Xia understood that the concept behind equilibrium and the control of extreme heat and frost
was far from comparable to the concept of yin and yang.

Cultivators who entered the Martial Extremity Realm would improve their control over fire qi
before turning to cultivate icy gi. The process would result in a disequilibrium, causing a disaster.

Even with suitable secret arts to control the different gi, they wouldn’t be able to solve the root
cause of the problem!

At any point of time, cultivators at the Martial Extremity Realm had a chance of losing control over
their inner qi! Of course, there were also some geniuses who discovered that cultivating both types
of qi at once could greatly reduce the danger.

Doing so came at a massive cost. There was no way ordinary cultivators would be able to afford the
resources required to do so.

As such, cultivators would raise their cultivation with whatever resources they had, even if they
could only increase their cultivation of one type of gi. After all, one couldn’t possibly stop
cultivating if they failed to locate any resources...

Those might be problems for the average cultivator, but they were nonissues for Shang Xia!

The Yin Yang Essence Qi in his body surpassed the fundamental ‘balance’ cultivators needed. It
even exceeded the ‘harmony’ level that came next!

He could transform the Yin Yang Essence Qi any way he wanted! Regardless of the time and place,
Shang Xia could maintain the equilibrium in his dantian no matter what type of resources he
consumed!

That also solved the problem of him losing control of his qi at the very root!

With the new ability to control his Yin Yang Essence Qi, he could turn it into anything he wanted!
As long as he wanted to, he could use both fire and ice qi.

After forming his dantian, Shang Xia understood that the Yin Yang Dao he comprehended was what
Zhang Haogu told him before!

With the ability to turn his Yin Yang Essence Qi to any type of gi he wanted, he could hide his
strength and avoid being suppressed by most cultivators!

Closing his eyes, he started to examine himself closely. When he finally awakened, he discovered
that the celestial bodies in the skies had long since disappeared.

The part of the lake that was covered in lava before returning to its original tranquil state. The ice
on the other side disappeared without him realizing.



The raging Origin Tide was nowhere to be seen, and the dense heaven and earth gi that came with
the tide started to dissipate.

A sense of disappointment filled Shang Xia’s heart. After all, it wasn’t every day he got to
experience a phenomenon like that!

As the Origin Tide was caused by the clash between the heaven and earth qi contained in both
worlds, one could only imagine the impact it caused. It happened extremely suddenly, but it receded
just as quickly.

From the moment Shang Xia entered the Crossroad of Purification to the time he opened his eyes,
the time that passed was barely enough for a stick of incense to burn.

Wondering if the Origin Tide left anything special under the lake, Shang Xia quickly gave up on
any foolish thoughts to venture deeper into the water body.

Everything that happened seemed like a blur. In fact, Shang Xia would have thought that everything
was an illusion if he hadn’t broken through to the Martial Extremity Realm!

Taking a step forward, ripples formed around him.

When he finally reached the riverbank, a soft chirp reminded him of the Mutated Rain Swallow’s
existence. He turned around in shock.

The moment he decided to risk it all and enter the Origin Tide, he was prepared to let the bird die.

Even though a Mutated Rain Swallow was worth a lot, Shang Xia didn’t hesitate to choose to give it
up the moment the Origin Tide erupted. Never in his wildest imaginations did he expect the bird to
survive.

“Ha! I earned big this time!” Raising the cage slightly, a triumphant smile appeared
on his face.

Walking slowly across the plains, he headed back towards the forest. Even though the Origin Tide
caused a lot of damage to its surroundings, the lush greenery in the forest seemed to possess an
astounding amount of vitality.

The moment he stepped into the forest, he noticed a figure emerging from the cluster of trees
nearby.

The moment she saw Shang Xia, the knives in her hands slashed at his throat.
“What is your problem?!” Shang Xia yelled in irritation.

Releasing the Delicate Jade River Sword, the soft blade wrapped around both knives as Shang Xia
flicked his wrist angrily. The knives clattered against each other as they fell to the ground.

Chapter 32: Who Did You Cheat With This Time?

Shang Xia disarmed her without much difficulty. Looking at Shang Xia incredulously, she couldn't
believe what just happened. Even Shang Xia found it incredible.

Just several minutes ago, he would be thanking the gods if he could avoid her attack. Blocking it
head-on was something he couldn’t imagine! Now, disarming her took a mere flick of his wrist.



He had no idea how much his strength increased after breaking through. Even though he estimated
it to be a lot, he wouldn’t have met her attack directly if not for the fact that he was irritated by her
actions.

It was at that moment Shang Xia realized that his breakthrough didn’t just give him a slight increase
in strength. It made him far stronger than he thought!

The sudden increase in his strength also shocked the female cultivator. Even though she didn’t use
her martial intent previously, her knife skills were nothing to scoff at! Her foundations were strong,
and she was ready to break through to the Martial Intent Realm at any moment.

Even if she ran into a cultivator who was at the Martial Intent Realm, she would be able to hold her
own for quite some time! Unfortunately, Shang Xia’s actions shattered her pride.

Shang Xia couldn’t be bothered with her reaction as he turned to look at the knives on the ground.
Seeing the chips on the edges, the corners of his lips twitched violently.

The pair of low-grade weapons was almost as valuable as his Delicate Jade River Sword! However,
they looked slightly damaged after their prolonged cat and mouse game.

“When I find a suitable secret art for cultivators in the Martial Extremity Realm, I have
to look for a sword cultivation manual too...” Shang Xia whispered to himself.

The reason he damaged the twin knives was because he failed to control his strength. With an
appropriate sword manual, he wouldn’t have to use brute force to deal with everything!

When Shang Xia was still cursing himself for destroying her weapons, the female cultivator flew
into a fit of rage. She used her martial intent to release a ray of green light towards Shang Xia.

Despite his first instinct to dodge the strike, an absurd idea flashed through his mind. He raised his
Delicate River Jade Sword and drew a perfect circle in the air before him.

A wave of Yin Yang Essence Qi emerged from his body, forming the yin yang diagram. When the
green light clashed into it, it quickly lost power. The yin yang diagram didn’t stop there. As it
started to rotate, the green light was completely nullified by the time it made the fifth rotation.

He might have created the move on the spot, but the results were more than satisfactory. Despite
using up a lot of Yin Yang Essence Qi, it was the first time he unleashed the move. After refining his
control over it, it would experience an all round increase in capabilities.

Moreover, that was merely an experiment conducted by Shang Xia. After nullifying the female
cultivator’s martial intent, his guesses were further solidified. It seemed as though his Yin Yang
Essence Qi was very different from the gi used by other cultivators.

Immersing himself in joy, he didn’t notice the change in her eyes. With complicated emotions filling
her heart, she turned around to run. How could Shang Xia let her off so easily? She hunted him
down the moment he left the convoy, and she left him in such a desperate state. If not for his sudden
breakthrough, she would have killed him!

Without hesitation, he ran after her despite knowing that catching up would prove to be difficult.

Regardless, he just wanted her to experience the feeling of being hunted down. He wanted to
disgust her by doing what she did to him.



A streak of silver light appeared not too long after he started the chase.

“Oh right, I forgot about this damn bird!” Shang Xia yelled. Despite his cries, he didn't
use his Delicate River Jade Sword. Instead, the Ivory Fan snapped open in his hand.

The Lightning Bird was too damn fast. His eyes couldn’t keep up with the little creature, and it was
completely impossible for him to hit it with the sword considering the fact that he wasn’t a sword
cultivator in the first place.

He swung the fan to release a strange energy wave that disrupted the Lightning Bird’s flight.
Wobbling in the air, it was no longer able to zoom around as it pleased.

When it finally flew out of the area affected by Shang Xia’s strange energy wave, it realized that it
was no longer as fast as before.

Watching it glide unsteadily through the air, another ridiculous idea appeared in Shang Xia’s mind.
He wanted to capture it alive!

However, a yell came from the side as the female cultivator stood between him and the Lightning
Bird. It seemed as though she had chosen to work with the little creature.

“This bitch... I'll change my surname if I don't teach her a good lesson!” Shang Xia
gnashed his teeth and growled. Of course, being angry was one thing. He didn't lose
his rationality. He didn’t dare to be careless when facing someone at her level even if
she had already lost her weapons.

Her graceful movement couldn’t conceal her deadliness as all her strikes went for his vital organs.

The bird wasn’t dumb either. It could tell what the female cultivator’s intentions were, and it started
to accelerate in mid air. Releasing a high-pitched cry, it shot towards Shang Xia.

As Shang Xia’s attention was placed on the female cultivator, he had no choice but to throw himself
to the side when the silver streak flew towards him.

Adjusting its trajectory mid flight, the bird flew under his arms.

Shit!

Realizing what the bird was after, Shang Xia didn’t have time to react as the Lightning Bird tore
through the cage hanging on his waist.

With the help of the female cultivator, the Lightning Bird managed to save its lover!
“Chirp chirp!”

Shang Xia’s expression changed when the Mutated Rain Swallow was freed. However, he didn’t
have the luxury to care about that as the female cultivator increased the intensity of her attacks. She
attacked him without a care for her life and managed to force him back slightly.

Even though Shang Xia’s Yin Yang Essence Qi possessed many miraculous qualities, he hadn’t
cultivated any techniques or martial arts related to it! He could only use his Chaos Essence Palm
and Lightning Palm to repel her strikes.



With his strength greatly restricted, he could only watch on as the Mutated Rain Swallow flew into
the air.

“Chirp chirp!”

The Lightning Bird landed on one of the trees around them. Flapping its wings happily, it seemed to
be expressing its excitement.

“Hehe, If I can’t obtain the Mutated Rain Swallow, you can't either.” The female
cultivator sneered. It was clear that her actions were all for the sake of annoying
Shang Xia.

As the corners of his lips arched upwards, Shang Xia didn’t bother replying. Lightning formed on
his palm as he unleashed his Chaos Essence Lightning Palm.

Caught off guard, she retreated instantly. To her surprise, a shocking change happened the moment
he released the bolt of lightning. The Mutated Rain Swallow that was freed tried to leave his side,
but found it difficult to do so.

Streams of qi emerged from his body and they swirled around him in a strange motion, and they
sapped the energy of those trapped within. The Mutated Rain Swallow was no exception as it
flapped its wings desperately.

At the same time, the bolt of lightning that scared off the female cultivator seemed to interest the
bird. It flew back into Shang Xia’s hand and it narrowed its eyes. A look of enjoyment soon formed
on its face. Enjoying the tingling sensation running through its body, it ignored the cries of the
Lighting Bird on the tree nearby.

The female cultivator looked at the Mutated Rain Swallow before turning to the Lightning Bird.
“This... This... This... You’re committing adultery!”

“What are you even talking about?!” Shang Xia raised his Ivory Fan and threw it at her.

Yelling in terror, she leaped to the side.

Too bad for her, the distance between them was too small for her to escape the strike completely.
She only managed to avoid letting it hit her vital organs.

Cutting through her robes, a long wound formed on the side of her belly. The pain caused her snowy
white breasts to shake violently.

Shang Xia was stunned for a solid second as he stared directly at them.

“You... You hooligan!” She pointed at Shang Xia and screamed with rage, but her
actions only caused the tear in her clothes to grow larger. She retracted her hand
instantly.

When that went down, the Lightning Bird whose lover was ‘shamelessly’ stolen by Shang Xia cried
out in rage and shot towards Shang Xia.

In its fit of rage, it failed to notice that the female cultivator wasn’t in a state to give it assistance.

Shoving the Mutated Rain Swallow into his sleeves, Shang Xia drew his Delicate Jade River Sword
and drew a perfect circle in mid air.



Changing directions mid air, the Lightning Bird managed to avoid the edge of the blade. However,
it crashed straight into the chaotic flow of energy around it. Struggling desperately to keep itself in
flight, several feathers dropped from its body.

Chapter 33: Lighting Ball
“What a pity...” Shang Xia sighed when he saw the Lightning Bird flying away.

He used a huge amount of Yin Yang Essence Qi to restrict the Lightning Bird earlier. If it went just
a bit better, he would be able to capture it alive!

Too bad for him, it sacrificed a full tail of feathers to break through the binding the Yin Yang
Essence Qi had on it.

Because of Shang Xia’s sudden increase in strength, the Lightning Bird no longer dared to mess
with him. It turned into a streak of light and escaped.

The female cultivator turned tail and ran, seeing as her only other ally was gone.

The two of them were barely able to suppress Shang Xia earlier. She knew that there was no way
she could take him on alone.

Shang Xia didn’t hesitate to chase after the female cultivator. He knew that he wouldn’t be able to
catch up, but all he wanted to do was to mess with her. He didn’t want to give her a chance to catch
her breath.

He didn’t forget to retrieve the two damaged knives on the ground before giving chase.
This time, luck stood on his side.

When they left the cover of the trees, Shang Xia was greeted with the sight of a massive valley. It
was dozens of feet deep and almost ten feet wide! If they ran into the valley earlier, he wouldn’t
have been able to escape!

The appearance of the valley definitely had something to do with the Origin Tide. Shang Xia
heaved a sigh of relief, but a trace of delight soon formed in his heart.

Regardless of how the valley appeared, it managed to stop the female cultivator from running away.
Shang Xia casually strode towards her and she asked, “Who are you?!*

Opening his fan, Shang Xia waved it slowly and sneered, “Are the cultivators of the Azure Spiritual
World as rude as you? Don’t you know that you’re supposed to introduce yourself before asking for
someone else’s name?”

Anger flashed in her eyes, but she quickly suppressed it. “I’m from the Wind Swallow Race of the
Azure Spiritual World. My name is Yan Ming!”

Shang Xia snapped the fan shut and he turned serious. “You can call me Shang Xia. I’'m from the
Tongyou City of the Azure Origin World.”

“Shang Xia... Shang Xia...” Repeating his name a few times, she seemed to be carving
the name deep into her memories. A sneer formed on her face and she continued,
“T'll remember your name. I'll be back!”



Raising an eyebrow in surprise, he soon realized that something was wrong. The Delicate Jade
River Sword shot towards in an attempt to stop her. He was a little too late as she leaped into the
valley behind.

Rushing over to the edge, Shang Xia saw her robes fluttering in mid air and she resembled a giant
butterfly as she drifted away.

“She managed to run away!” Shang Xia growled. He wanted to give chase, but that
didn’t seem doable. He could only roar behind her, “You're exposing yourself in public!
Shameless woman!”

Shang Xia’s gaze drifted up her long white legs and caught a faint glance at the jade white...

When she heard what she said, her flight became unsteady and she nearly crashed into the cliff face
beside her.

When she arrived on the other side, she shot a glare towards Shang Xia.

Roaring with laughter, he turned back and disappeared into the darkness.

Since his path out of the forest was obstructed by the massive valley, he used slightly more than a
day to look for another route.

When he finally returned to the place where he separated from the convoy, he noticed that the
battlefield had already been cleaned up. There were no traces of battle, and no one from the
institution was anywhere to be seen.

He had no idea how his fellow disciples were doing, and his thoughts drifted to the outer disciples
who followed them into the battlefield between two worlds. He knew that the chances of them
being alive were slim to none.

“Chirp, chirp!” Shang Xia felt his arms sinking slightly as the Mutated Rain Swallow
perched on his forearm.

“Alright, alright!” Shang Xia sighed helplessly as he gathered a ball of lightning in his
arms.

It flew directly towards the ball of lightning and streaks of lightning danced about its body.

As its feathers stood erect, the Mutated Rain Swallow closed its eyes slowly and gave off a sense of
enjoyment.

However, a dissatisfied chirp soon left the bird’s lips after a few moments.

“That’s enough! Can't you learn to take things slow? Even that damn lightning chicken
can't give you as much lightning as you want, right?” Shang Xia snapped in
frustration.

Crying out softly, the Mutated Rain Swallow returned to his shoulders.

Several cries came from behind and Shang Xia turned around slowly. On a tree quite some distance
away, the Lightning Bird glared at Shang Xia, seemingly trying to intimidate the man.



This time, the Mutated Rain Swallow responded on his behalf.

Flapping its wings, the Mutated Rain Swallow chirped several times, and the two winged creatures
seemed to be getting into a heated argument.

Luckily for Shang Xia, the Lightning Bird looked rather calm. It was the Mutated Rain Swallow’s
reaction that shocked him. The little bird on his shoulder fluttered about and Shang Xia seemed to
barely understand it.

You useless bird! He’s able to nourish me with lightning every day. What about you, you weak little
lightning bird? Can your lightning last for so long?! You have so many other lovers... Think about
how rarely I get to enjoy your lightning!

The Lightning Bird couldn’t back down after that! Not a single member of the male species could
endure such humiliation! So what if it was just a bird?!

However, Shang Xia could hear the helplessness in the Lightning Bird’s chirps.

The only creature getting more and more agitated was the Mutated Rain Swallow on his shoulder. It
was leaping about animatedly, and Shang Xia felt his ears stinging from the high-pitched cries.
From the looks of it, the story started a while back.

Even though Shang Xia knew how precious the Mutated Rain Swallow was, the cage had been
broken by the Lightning Bird. Shang Xia could only use his hands to capture the Mutated Lightning
Swallow.

It solved his problem immediately, but it wasn’t a long term solution. After all, he might slip up
unconsciously.

When Shang Xia was searching for a way around the valley, he noticed the presence of the
Lightning Bird once again. It wasn’t willing to give up on its lover!

An idea formed in his mind. He wanted to repair the broken cage to prevent the Mutated Rain
Swallow from escaping. However, he didn’t have the appropriate materials to do so. If he used
ordinary materials, the bird would slice through them in an instant!

In a fit of desperation, he released a surge of lightning, quelling the Mutated Rain Swallow’s
movements.

He found a way to solve the problem temporarily, but he still made a mistake when he sat down to
take a short break.

Due to the extreme stress he had been under ever since leaving the convoy, his brain had been
operating in overdrive. Being hunted down and risking it all to break through in the Origin Tide
wasn’t an easy thing to do! No matter how determined and resilient he was, his body was sleep
deprived. Despite knowing that the battlefield between two worlds was filled with dangers, he fell
asleep the moment he closed his eyes.

When he awakened, he heard some tweeting nearby.

Jumping to his feet instantly, he saw two birds lying pitifully beside him. One of them was the
Mutated Rain Swallow and from the looks of it, it suffered quite a bit in a battle against the other
creature.



A wave of fear swept through Shang Xia’s mind. He didn’t hear anything in his deep slumber, and if
any one carried out a sneak attack...

Huh?
Shang Xia noticed an important problem all of a sudden.

The Mutated Rain Swallow was lying on the ground nearby. Logically speaking, it could have
escaped when he fell asleep.

Did the Mutated Rain Swallow protect him while he was asleep?

His suspicions were quickly confirmed when the Mutated Rain Swallow soared into the air in
excitement before returning to his side.

“Chirp, chirp!”

It praised itself and looked at Shang Xia expectantly.

Opening his palm cautiously, a ball of lightning started to gather.

The Mutated Lightning Swallow released a happy cry before leaping into the ball of lightning.
Chapter 34: A Bird In Hand Triumphs Over All

Shang Xia understood everything after thinking about the events that transpired.

The Lightning Bird was definitely the creature that led the flock of Mutated Rain Swallows.
Moreover, it seemed to possess a large harem of female Mutated Rain Swallows.

From the looks of things, it was able to lead the flock because of the power of lightning it
harnessed.

As Mutated Rain Swallows yearned for the power of lightning, the Lightning Bird was able to
attract many partners.

Everything changed for the Mutated Rain Swallow when Shang Xia captured it. It not only
managed to feel the familiar power of lightning around him, it also enjoyed the benefits of bathing
in the ball of lightning he summoned.

When it was part of the Lightning Bird’s harem, it was only able to receive the wonderful lightning
it desired occasionally due to the Lightning Bird’s limited stamina.

After interacting with Shang Xia for a short period of time, the Mutated Rain Swallow enjoyed
several times more joy compared to when it followed the Lightning Bird.

Comparing the two, the Lightning Bird was barely able to fulfill its desires once every few months.
Shang Xia allowed it to bask in lightning several times a day... There was no need to compare the
two!

It was faced with a clear choice!

Forsaking its original partner, the Mutated Rain Swallow remained loyally by Shang Xia’s side.
Everything was so that it could enjoy the power of lightning whenever it wanted!

That was also why the Mutated Rain Swallow refused to run away when he was asleep. It even
protected him in his slumber!



The time he spent with it while returning to the place the convoy once got raided confirmed his
guesses even further!

Even without any restrictions around it, the bird seemed to be hell bent on following Shang Xia.

What Shang Xia couldn’t understand was the Lightning Bird’s actions. It had been following Shang
Xia around since he awakened, and Shang Xia couldn’t help but think that it was still trying to find
a chance to retrieve its lover.

He cursed the bird several times in his heart.

Why the hell are you so adamant about this Mutated Rain Swallow? Don’t you have the rest of your
harem to care about?!

He didn’t wait long to realize that he was wrong. The interaction between the two birds was
minimal. Even when the Mutated Rain Swallow chirped naggily at it, the Lightning Bird would
reply curtly. No male in the right mind would do that if they were trying to regain the love of their
woman...

Even though it had been following Shang Xia, the Lightning Bird made no attempts to attack.
Eventually, Shang Xia gave up and allowed it to follow slowly behind him.

Looking at the Lightning Bird in the distance, a weird look formed in Shang Xia’s eyes.

“Does it have something to ask of me?” Shang Xia wondered. After all, its actions
were too suspicious.
“Chirp chirp!”

Too bad Shang Xia didn’t speak bird. He turned to the Mutated Rain Swallow for an explanation,
and the little bird hovered in the air before him. The feathers on its body puffed up before returning
to normal, and it repeated several more times.

Thinking about it for a second, he guessed, “Does it want to bathe in my lightning?”
The Mutated Rain Swallow cried out several times and it turned a little despondent.

The Lightning Bird snapped urgently, and it seemed to be blaming the Mutated Rain Swallow for
meddling in its business.

As the Mutated Rain Swallow turned to stare at the Lightning Bird, it started to chirp angrily again.
Even if Shang Xia didn’t know bird talk, he could tell that the Mutated Rain Swallow was scolding
the Lightning Bird.

Shaking its head, the Lightning Bird eventually lowered its head.

After thinking about it, Shang Xia gathered another ball of lightning in his hand before looking at
the Lightning Bird.

Flapping its wings, the Lightning Bird turned its head away as though it didn’t care about Shang
Xia’s gesture.



Chuckling helplessly, Shang Xia understood what the bird was feeling. The amount of lightning he
gathered was enough for the Mutated Rain Swallow to enjoy itself, but it was far from enough for
the stronger Lightning Bird.

“Chirp chirp...” The Mutated Rain Swallow cried out softly as it looked at Shang Xia.

Sighing inwardly, he wouldn’t lower himself to argue with the little winged creatures. As his inner
qi surged, the ball of lightning in his hand grew larger.

The faint golden lightning grew brighter, and a trace of red could be seen within.
The Lightning Bird stared at Shang Xia’s hand instantly. Leaping around, it raised its head slightly.
Hehe, you’re not being honest with yourself...

Shang Xia sneered. The lightning in his hand grew even stronger and a reddish hue overpowered
the gold.

The Lightning Bird no longer hesitated. Leaping off the tree, it shot towards Shang Xia’s hand.

Who would have thought that Shang Xia would retrieve his energy at the last second, scattering the
lightning ball?

Crying out in displeasure, the Lightning Bird flapped its wings and tried returning to the tree before.
However, the space around it started to solidify and no matter how hard it struggled, it couldn’t
move an inch.

Shang Xia walked over slowly and stopped when the bird was struggling at his chest level. The ball
of lightning slowly reappeared in his palm again as he addressed it. “Why should I give it to you?”

The Lightning Bird was stumped. Now, the female cultivator, Yan Ming, wasn’t there to work with
it! In a fit of desperation, it could only cry out desperately.

Shang Xia stared at it while walking a complete circle around the creature. He examined it closely.

He didn’t forget how the Lightning Bird tried to take his life several times back in the forest when it
worked together with Yan Ming...

Now that it fell into his trap, Shang Xia felt that it should be thanking the gods that it didn’t turn
into bird barbecue. Of course, it had something to do with Yan Ni’er too.

Oh right... Yan Ni’er was the name Shang Xia gave to the Mutated Rain Swallow after it started
following him.

“Chirp, chirp...” Yan Ni'er chirped softly by his ear as she tried to beg him for mercy.

Chuckling softly, Shang Xia eventually released the ball of lightning in his hands once again. The
Lightning Bird that was screaming desperately fell silent.

“You're a glutton too...” Muttering softly, he directed the lightning in his palm towards
the Lightning Bird's lips.

The damn bird was an absolute thief. It didn’t show any gratitude at all as it swallowed as much as
it could. When more than half of it was gone, it released a mighty cry.

Shang Xia reacted quickly by closing his palm.



“Chirp... Chirp...” The Lightning Bird quickly expressed its displeasure. Flicking his
finger, he hit the damn bird's head. “What are you shouting for?! If you want it, you'll
have to look for the owner of this item!”

Shang Xia could tell that the Lightning Bird was on the verge of breaking through. He could
understand its thought process. There wasn’t a single cultivator who didn’t wish to break through.

In order to do so, the Lightning Bird would usually charge into the clouds to receive baptism from
the endless lightning stored within. Those who succeeded would experience a fundamental
transformation. Those who didn’t would be turned into ashes.

Since Shang Xia’s body contained the power of heavenly lightning, not only could he assist the
Lightning Bird in its breakthrough, it could also reduce the risk significantly!

After he spoke, he tossed a bunch of items onto the ground. Those items belonged to the students of
the institution, and they were scattered all over the place. Several of them belonged to the outer
disciples and they had been deliberately buried underground.

Due to the sudden changes in the geography in the battlefield between two worlds, the cleanup crew
failed to pick them up.

Shang Xia didn’t know if the Lightning Bird had the same sense of smell as a dog, but he knew that
it definitely had amazing eyesight. As long as the bird gave its all, he might be able to locate his
fellow disciples.

Moreover, Shang Xia’s plan didn’t just involve the Lightning Bird. One couldn’t forget that the
Lightning Bird was the leader of the flock of Mutated Rain Swallows!

Shang Xia’s plan had long since taken them into account once he subdued Yan Ni’er.
Chapter 35: Finding the Trail
To be honest, Shang Xia was trying his luck.

He was more than ready to tear off all pretense with the Lightning Bird for the sake of getting it to
help him. However, he seemed to have underestimated the Lightning Bird’s intelligence and desire
to break through.

Releasing his Yin Yang Essence Qi, the Lightning Bird soon gained its freedom. Rising into the air,
it didn’t fly away immediately. Instead, it circled the air above Shang Xia.

Realizing that it wouldn’t be able to obtain the other half easily, it shot into the skies, hoping to
quickly discover traces of the convoy.

As Shang Xia left under Yuan Zilu’s orders, he had no idea what happened after.

From the looks of it, the members of the Tongyou Peak failed to reinforce them in time. Otherwise,
they wouldn’t have left stuff like silver essence on the ground.

In order to trade with Shang Xia, Yan Ming wanted to give him her low-grade weapons and fifty
pieces of silver essence!

Shang Xia might have rejected her easily and scoffed at her offer, but fifty pieces of silver essence
wasn’t a small amount in the Tongyou Peak!



Many disciples at the Martial Extremity Realm wouldn’t be able to take out so much money
anyway!

For ordinary cultivators in the Martial Realm, they would consider themselves lucky if they had
three to five pieces of silver essence. They would use copper boards as their currency of choice
instead.

Since they buried their money in the ground, there was definitely some sort of special meaning
behind their actions.

On the off chance that the outer disciples weren’t killed, they wouldn’t have gotten far with their
cultivation.

More than a dozen Embroidered Cloud Carriages were robbed and sixteen disciples who were about
to enter the inner division disappeared. There were the disciples of the Protection Division too! No
matter how slow they were at reacting, the Tongyou Peak should be in complete chaos at the
moment.

If anyone managed to rescue them, they would have returned for their stuff. After all, disciples who
hadn’t broken through to the Martial Realm would never be able to give up on treasures like that!

Sighing slightly, Shang Xia hoped that nothing serious happened in the Tongyou Peak.

Since the members of the Wind Swallow Race could openly plunder resources, Shang Xia could tell
that trouble was definitely brewing at the Tongyou Peak.

It was too late to panic. Regardless, he wouldn’t be able to go head to head with the Wind Swallow
Race alone. He could only wait patiently for the Lightning Bird to return.

The only other thing he could think about was the blood red tablet in his sea of consciousness. Even
if he knew that he wouldn’t be able to gain anything useful from it, he knew that it contained a
massive secret. Uncovering the secret the best he could, he could only find two uses for it.

One was to improve his secret art, the other was to obtain the most optimal recipe from whatever
half baked recipe he was given.

Other than the two times it worked, it didn’t react in the slightest.

Those novels told amazing legends of how cultivators transmigrated and received a special guide or
an invincible system... It helped them gro